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T  O 


The  King 


SIR, 

HAving  receiv'd  the  Ho- 
nour of  Your  Majefty's 
Commands  to  Tranflate  the 
Hiftory  of  the  League,  I  have 
apply  a  my  felf  with  my  ut- 
m'oft  diligence  to  Obey  them : 
Firft  by  a  thorough  underftan- 
ding  of  my  Authour,  in  which 
I  was  a  flifted  by  my  former 
knowledge  of  the  French  Hifto- 
ry, in  general,  and  in  particu- 
lar of  thofe  very  Tranfacltions, 
which  he  has  fo  Faithfully  and 
A  2  Judi- 


To  the  King. 

Judicioufly  related  :  Then  by 
giving  his  Thoughts  the  fame 
Beauty  in  our  Language  which 
they  had  in  the  Original  5  and 
which  I moftof  all  endeavour'd, 
the  fame  force  and  perfpicui- 
ty:  Both  of  which  I  hope  I 
have  perform 'd  with  fome 
Exactnefs,  and  without  any 
Confiderable  Miftake.  But  of 
this  Your  Majefty  is  the  trueft 
Judge,  who  are  fo  great  a  Ma- 
tter of  the  Original,  and  who 
having  read  this  piece  when 
it  firft  was  publilh'd,  can  eafily 
find  out  my  Failings,  but  to 
my  Comfort  can  more  eafily 
forgive  them :  1  confefs  I  cou  d 
never  have  laid  hold  on  that 
Vertue  of  Your  Royal  Clemen- 
cy at  a  more  unfeafonable 
time ;  when  your  Enemies  have 
fo  far  abus  a  it,  that  Pardons 

are 


To  the  King. 

are  grown  dangerous  to  Your 
Safety,  and  confequently  to 
the  Welfare  of  Your  Loyal 
Subjects :  But  frequent  forgive- 
nefs  is  their  Encouragement, 
they  have  the  San&uary  in 
their  Eye  before  they  attempt 
the  Crime,  and  take  all  mea- 
fures  of  Security,  either  not  to 
need  a  Pardon,  if  they  ltrike  the 
Blow,  or  to  have  it  granted  if 
they  fail :  Upon  the  whole  mat- 
ter Your  Majefty  is  not  upon 
equal  Terms  with  them,  You 
are  mil  forgiving,  and  they 
ftill  defigning  againft  Your  Sa- 
cred Life  5  Your  principle  is 
Mercy,  theirs  inveterate  Ma- 
lice ;  when  one  onely  Wards, 
and  the  other  Strikes,  the  pro- 
fpect  is  fad  on  the  defenlive 
iide.  Hercules  as  the  Poets  tell 
us  had  no  advantage  on  Antews 
A3  by 
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by  his  often  throwing  him  on 
the  ground :  for  he  laid  him 
onely  in  his  Mothers  Lap,which 
in  efFect  was  but  doubling  his 
Strength  to  renew  the  Combat. 
Thefe  Sons  of  Earth  are  never 
to  be  trufted  in  their  Mother 
Element :  They  muft  be  hoy- 
fted  into  the  Air  and  Strangled. 
If  the  Experiment  of  Clemency 
were  new,  if  it  had  not  been 
often  try'd  without  Effect,  or 
rather  with  Effects  quite  con- 
trary to  the  intentions  of  Your 
Goodnefs,  your  Loyal  Subjects 
are  generous  enough  to  pity 
their  Countrey-men ,  though 
Offenders :  But  when  that  pity 
has  been  always  found  to  draw 
into  example  of  greater  Mif- 
chicfs  5  when  they  continually 
behold  both  Your  Majefty  and 
fhemfelves  expos  d  to  Dangers, 

the 
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the  Church,   the  Government, 
the  Succeflion  mil  threatned, 
Ingratitude  fo  far  from  being 
Converted  by  gentle  means, 
that  it  is  turn'd  at  laft  into  the 
nature  of  the  damn  d,  defirous 
of  Revenge,   and  harden'd  in 
Impenitence  5    Tis    time    at 
length,  for  felf  prefervation  to 
cry  out  for  Juftice,  and  to  lay 
by  Mildnefs  when  it  ceafes  to 
be  a  Vertue.     Almighty  God 
has  hitherto  Miraculoufly  pre- 
ferv'd  You ;    but  who  knows 
how  long  the  Miracle  will  con- 
tinue ?  His  Ordinary  Operati- 
ons are  by  fecond  Caufes,  and 
then  Reafon  will  conclude  that 
to  be  preferv'd,  we  ought  to 
ufe  the  lawfull  means  of  pre- 
fervation.    If  on    the   other 
fide  it  be  thus  Argu'd,   that 
of  many  Attempts  one  may 
A  4  poflibly 
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poflibly  take  place,  if  preven- 
ting Juftice  be  not  employ 'd 
againft  Offenders ;  What  re- 
mains but  that  we  implore  the 
Divine  Affirmance  to  Avert  that 
Judgment  j  which  is  no  more 
than  to  defire  of  God  to  work 
another,  and  another,  and  in 
Condition  a  whole  Series  of 
Miracles.  This,  Sir,  is  the  ge- 
neral voice  of  all  true  Evglijh- 
men  ;  I  might  call  it  the  Loy- 
al Addrefs  of  three  Nations  in- 
finitely felicitous  of  Your  Safe- 
ty, which  includes  their  own 
Profperity.  Tis  indeed  an  high 
prefumption  for  a  man  fo  in- 
confiderable  as  I  am  to  pre- 
fent  it,  but  Zeal,  and  dutifull 
Affection  in  an  Affair  of  this 
Importance,  will  make  .every 
good  Subject  a  Counfellor : 
Tis  ( in  my  Opinion )  the  Teft 

of 


To  the  King, 

of  Loyalty,  and  to  be  either  a 
Friend  or  Foe  to  the  Govern- 
ment, needs  no  other  distin- 
ction than  to  declare  at  this 
time,  either  for  Remifnefs,  or 
Juftice.  Ifaidatthistime,  be- 
caufe  I  look  not  on  the  Storm 
as  Overblown.  Tis  full  a  gufty 
kind  of  Weather  :  there  is  a 
kind  of  Sicknefs  in  the  Air  5  it 
feems  indeed  to  be  clear 'd  up 
for  fome  few  hours ;  but  the 
Wind  ftill  blowing  from  the 
fame  Corner;  and  when  new 
matter  is  gathered  into  a  body, 
it  will  not  fail  to  bring  it  round 
and  pour  upon  us  a  fecond 
Tempeft.  1  fhall  be  glad  to 
be  found  a  falfe  Prophet  3  but 
he  was  certainly  Infpir'd,  who 
when  he  faw  a  little  Cloud  ari- 
fing  from  the  Sea,  and  that  no 
bigger  than  a  hand,  gave  im- 
mediate 
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mediate  notice  to  the  Kins , 
that  he  might  mount  the  Cha- 
riot, before  he  was  overtaken 
by  the  Storm.  If  fo  much 
Care  was  taken  of  an  Idola- 
trous King,  an  Ufurper,  a  Per- 
fecutour,  and  a  Tyrant,  how 
much  more  vigilant  ought  we 
to  be  in  the  Concernments  of 
a  Lawfull  Prince,  a  Father  of 
his  Countrey,  and  a  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  who  Hands  ex- 
pos'd  by  his  too  much  Mercy 
to  the  unwearied  aind  endlefs 
Confpiracies  of  Paricides  ?  He 
was  a  better  Prince  than  the 
former  whom  I  mention  d  out 
of  the  Sacred  Hiftory,  and  the 
Allufion  comes  yet  more  clofe, 
who  ftoppd  his  hand  after 
the  third  Arrow :  Three  Victo- 
ries were  indeed  obtained,  but 
the  erTeft  of  often  (hooting  had 

been 
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been  the  total  Deftru&ion  of 
his  Enemies,  To  come  yet 
nearer,  Henry  the  Fourth,  Your 
Royal  Grandfather,  whofe  Vic- 
tories, and  the  Subverfion  of 
the  League ,  are  the  main  Ar- 
gument of  this  Hiftory,  was  a 
Prince  moft  Clement  in  his 
Nature,  he  forgave  his  Rebels, 
and  received  them  all  into 
Mercy,  and  fome  of  them  in- 
to Favour,  but  it  was  not  till 
he  had  fully  vanquifti'd  them: 
thev  were  fenfible  of  their  Im- 
piety,  they  fubmitted,  and  his 
Clemency  was  not  extorted 
from  him,  it  was  his  Free-gift, 
and  it  was  feafonably  given. 
I  wifh  the  Cafe  were  here  the 
fame,  I  confefs  it  was  not  much 
unlike  it  at  Your  Majefty's  hap- 
py Reftauration,  yet  fo  much 
of  the  parallel  was  then  want- 
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ing ,  that  the  Amnefty  you 
gave,  produc'd  not  all  the  de- 
fir'd  Effects.  For  our  Seels, 
are  of  a  more  obftinate  Nature 
than  were  thofe  Leaguing  Ca- 
tholiques,  who  were  always  for 
a  King,  and  yet  more,  the 
major  part  of  them  wou'd  have 
him  of  the  Royal  Stem  :  But 
our  Ajfociators  and  Sectaries  are 
men  of  Commonwealth  prin- 
ciples, and  though  their  flrft 
flroke  was  onely  aim'd  at  the 
immediate  Succeffion,  it  was 
mod  manifeft  that  it  wou'd  not 
there  have  ended  5  for  at  the 
fame  time  they  were  hewing 
at  your  Royal  Prerogatives : 
So  that  the  next  Succelfor,  if 
there  had  been  any,  mult 
have  been  a  precarious^  Prince, 
and  depended  on  them  for  the 
neceffaries  of  Life.   But  of  thefe 

and 
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and  more  Outragious  pro- 
ceedings, your  Majefty  has  al- 
ready (hewn  your  felf  juftly 
fenfible  in  Your  Declaration, 
after  the  Di  Ablution  of  the  laft 
Parliament,  which  put  an  end 
to  the  Arbitrary  Encroach- 
ments of  a  Popular  Faction : 
Since  which  time  it  has  pleas'd 
Almighty  God  fo  to  profper 
Your  Affairs ,  that  without 
fearching  into  the  fecrets  of 
Divine  Providence,  'tis  evident 
Your  Magnanimity  and  Re- 
folution,  next  under  him,  have 
been  the  immediate  Caufe  of 
Your  Safety  and  our  prefent 
Happinefs.  By  weathering  of 
which  Storm,  may  I  prefume 
to  fay  it  without  Flattery,  You 
have  performed  a  Greater  and 
more  Glorious  work  than  all 
the  Conquefts  of  Your  Neigh- 
bours 


To  the  Kirig. 

bours.  For  'tis  not  difficult  for 
a  Great  Monarchy  well  united, 
and  making  ufe  of  Advantages, 
to  extend  its  Limits ;  but  to 
be  prefs'd  with  wants,  furroun- 
ded  with  dangers,  Your  Au- 
thority undermined  in  Popular 
AfTemblies ,  Your  Sacred  Life 
attempted  by  a  Confpiracy , 
Your  Royal  Brother  forc'd 
from  Your  Arms,  in  one  word 
to  Govern  a  Kingdom  which 
was  either  poflefs'd,  or  turn  d 
into  a  Bedlam,  and  yet  in  the 
midft  of  ruine  to  ftand  firm , 
undaunted,  and  refolv  d,  and 
at  lafl  to  break  through  all 
thefe  difficulties ,  and  difpell 
them,  this  is  indeed  an  Action 
which  is  worthy  the  Grand- 
ion  of  Henry  the  Great.  Du- 
ring all  this  violence  of  Your 
Enemies  Your  Majcfty  has  con- 
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tended  with  Your  natural  Cle- 
mency to  make  fome  Exam- 
ples of  Your  Juftice,  and  they 
themfelves  will   acknowledge 
that  You  have  not  urg'd  the 
Law  againft  them,    but  have 
been  prefs'd  and  conftrain  d  by 
it  to  inflict  punifhments  in  Your 
own  defence,  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  watch  every  Opportu- 
nity of  (hewing  Mercy,  when 
there  was  the  leaft  probability 
of  Repentance:   fo  that  they 
who  have  furTer'd  may  be  tru- 
ly faid  to  have  forc'd  the  Sword 
of  Juftice  out  of  Your  hand, 
and  to  have  done  Execution 
on  themfelves.     But  by  how 
much  the  more  You  have  been 
willing  to  fpare  them ,  by  fo 
much  has  their  Impudence  in- 
crease, and  if  by  this  Mildnefs 
they  recover  from  the  Great 

FrofL 
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Froft,  which  has  almoft  blafted 
them  to  the  roots,  if  thefe  ve~ 
nemous  plants  fhoot  out  again, 
it  will  be  a  fad  Comfort  to  fay 
they  have  been  ungrateful!, 
when  'tis  Evident  to  Mankind 
that  ingratitude  is  their  Na- 
ture :  That  fort  of  pity  which 
is  proper  for  them,  and  may 
be  of  ufe  to  their  Converfion 
is  to  make  them  fenfible  of 
their  Errors,  and  this  Your 
Majefty  out  of  Your  Fatherly 
Indulgence  amongft  other  Ex- 
periments which  You  have 
made,  is  pleas'd  to  allow  them 
in  this  Book  ;  which  you  have 
Commanded  to  be  Tranllated 
for  the  publique  benefit  5  that 
at  leaft  all  fuch  as  are  not  wil- 
fully blind,  may  View  in  it,  as 
in  a  Glafs,  their  own  deformi- 
ties :    For  never  was  there  a 

plainer 
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plainer  Parallel  than  of  the 
Troubles  of  France ,  and  of 
Great  Britain  5  of  their  Leagues, 
Covenants,  ArTociations,  and 
Ours  ;  of  their  Calvinifls,  and 
our  Presbyterians  :  they  are  all 
of  the  fame  Family,  and  Titi- 
an 's  famous  Table  of  the  Altar 
piece  with  the  Pictures  of  Vene- 
tian Senatours  from  Great- 
Grandfather  to  Great-Grand- 
fon,  (hews  not  more  the  Re- 
femblance  of  a  Race  than  this: 
For  as  there,  fo  here,  the  Fea- 
tures arealike  in  all,  there  is 
nothing  but  the  Age  that  makes 
the  difference,  other  uiie  the 
Old  man  of  an  hundred  and 
the  Babe  in  Swidiing-clouts, 
that  is  to  fay,  1584,  dud  1684. 
have  but  a  Ce.  t.  y  aad  a  Sea 
betwixt  them,  t<  >e  die  fame. 
But  I  have  pr<  tan.  i  too  much 

a  upon 
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upon  Your  Majefty's  time  al- 
ready, and  this  is  not  the  place 
to  fhew  that  refeniblance , 
which  is  but  too  manifeft  in 
the  whole  Hiftory.  Tis  enough 
to  fay  Your  Majefty  has  allowed 
our  Rebels  a  greater  Favour 
than  the  Law  ;  You  have  gi- 
ven them  the  Benefit  of  their 
Clergy :  if  they  can  but  read 
and  will  be  honeft  enough  to 
apply  it,  they  may  be  fav'd. 
God  Almighty  give  an  anfwe- 
rable  fuccefs  to  this  Your  Royal 
Acl-  of  Grace,  may  they  all  re- 
pent, and  be  united  as  the  Bo- 
dy to  their  Head.  May  that 
Treafury  of  Mercy  which  is 
within  Your  Royal  Breaft  have 
leave  to  be  powr'd  forth  upon 
them,  when  they  put  them- 
felves  in  a  condition  of  recei- 
ving it  5  And  in  the  mean  time 
L.  permit 
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permit  me  to  Implore  it  hum- 
bly for  my  felf,  and  let  my 
Prefumption  in  this  bold  Ad- 
drefs  be  forgiven  to  the  Zeal 
which  I  have  to  Your  Service, 
and  to  the  publique  good.  To 
conclude,  may  You  never  have 
a  worfe  meaning  Offender  at 
Your  feet,  than  him  who  be- 
fides  his  Duty  and  his  Natural 
inclinations,  has  all  manner  of 
Obligations  to  be  perpetually, 

Sir, 

Tour  Afajeftjs  mofi  humble, 
mofi  Obedient,  and  mofl  faithfutf 
Sttbjett,  and  Servant 

John  Dryden. 
a  2  THEV 


THE 

AUTHOUR'S 

Dedication  to  the 

French  King# 

SIR, 

F Ranee,  which  being  well  uni- 
ted, as  we  now  behold  it , 
under  the  Glorious  Reign  of  your 
Majefiy,  might  give  law  to  all  the 
World  5  was  upon  the  point  offelf 
Deftruffion,  by  the  divifion  which 
was  raisd  in  it  by  two  fatal 
Leagues  of  Rebels :  the  one  in 
the  middle ,  and  the  other  to- 
a  3  wards 
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wards  the  latter  end  of  the  lafl 
Age. 

Herefie  prpducd  the  firft ,  a* 
gainft  the  true  Religion:  Ambi- 
tion under  the  Mafque  of  Zeal 
gave  birth  to  the  fecond  ,  with 
■pretence  of  maintaining  what 
the  other  wou'd  have  ruin  d:  and 
both  of  them ,  though  implacable 
Enemies  to  each  other,  yet  agreed 
in  this,  that  each  of  them  at  di- 
vers times ,  fet  up  the  Standard 
of  Rebellion  againft  our  Kings. 

The  crimes  of  the  former  I  have 
fet  forth  in  the  Hiftory  of  Cal- 
vinifm,  which  made  that  impious 
League  in  France ,  againft  the 
Lord  and  his  Anointed  •>  and  1 
difcover  the  Wickednefs  of  the  lat- 
ter in  this  Workj  which  I  prefent 
to  your  Majejiy ,  as  the  fruit  of 
my  exaft  Obedience  to  thofe  com- 
mands with  which  you  have  been 

fleas'd 
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pleas' d  to  honour  me.  I  have  endea- 
vour'd  to  perform  them  ,  with  fo 
much  the  greater  fathfaRion  to 
myfelf,  becaufe  I  believd  that  in 
reading  this  Hiftory,  the  falsehood 
of  fome    advantages   which  the 
Leaguers  and  Huguenots  have 
afcrib'd  to  themfelves,  may  be  ea- 
fily  difcernd.     Thefe  by  boafting 
as  they  frequently  do,  even  at  this 
day,   that  they  fet  the  Crown  on 
the  Head  of  King    Henry  the 
Fourth  3  thofe  that  their  League 
was  the  caufe  of  his  converfion. 
I  hope  the  world  will  foon  be  dif- 
abus'd    of  thofe  mijlakes',    and 
that  it  will  be  clearly  feen ,  that 
they  were  the  Catholiques  of  the 
Royal  Party ,    who    next    under 
God,  producd  thofe  two  ejfetls  , 
fo  advantageous  to  France.     We 
are  owing    for  neither  of  them 
to  thofe  two  unhappy  Leagues , 

a  4  which 
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which  were  the  moji  dangerous 
Enemies  to  the  proffer  it)  of  the" 
Kingdom:  And  'tis  manifeft  at 
this  prefent  time,  that  the  glo-* 
ry  of  triumphing  over  both  of 
them ,  was  refervd  by  the  Di- 
vine Providence,  to  our  Kings 
of  the  Imperial  Stem  of  Bour- 
bon. 

Henry  the  Fourth  fubdued  and 
reducd  the  League  of  the  falfe 
Zealots,  by  the  invincible  Force 
of  his  Amis, ;  and  by  the  wonder- 
full  attractions  of  his  Clemency ; 
Lewis  the  Juft  difarmd  thai 
of  the  Calvinifts  by  the  taking 
of  Rochelle,  and  other  places , 
which  thofe  Heretiques  had  moul- 
ded into  a  kind  of  Common- 
wealth 0  againft  their  Sove- 
raign.  And  Lewis  the  Great, 
without  employing  other  Arms 
than  thofe  of  his  Ardent  Cha- 
/    ;  fc  rity 
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rity  ,  and  incomparable  Zeal 
for  the  Converfion  of  Prote- 
flants,  accompanied  by  the  Ju~ 
flice  of  his  Laws,  has  reduc'd 
it  to  that  low  condition ,  that 
we  have  reafon  to  believe,  we 
/hall  behold  its  mine ,  by  the 
repentance  of  ,  thofe ,  who  being 
deluded  and  held  back  by  their 
Miniftersi  continue  ftill  in  their 
erroneous  belief ,  rather  through 
ignorance  than  malice.  And 
this  is  it  r  which  when  accom- 
fliftid  will  furpafs  even  all  thofe 
other  wonders  which  daily  are  be- 
held, under  your  mofi  aufpicious 
government. 

Vndoubtedly,  Sir?  your  Maje- 
sty has  perform  d  by  your  Victori- 
ous Arms  ,  your  generous  good- 
nefs,  and  your  more  than  Royal 
magnificence,  all  thofe  great  and 
Heroique  actions,  which  will  ever 

be 
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he  the  admiration  of  the  World, 
and  infinitely  above  the  commen- 
dations which  future  Ages,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  prefent,   will  confe- 
crate  to   your   immortal  memo- 
ry.    I  prefume  not  to  undertake 
that  fubjetl,   becaufe  it  has  al- 
ready drain  d  the  praifes  of  the 
noble ft  Pens ,    which  yet  have 
not  been  able  to  raife  us  to  that 
Idea  of  you ,   which  we  ought 
juftly  to  conceive:    I  fhatt  onely 
fay,  that  what  you  have  done  with 
fo  much  Prudence,    Juftice^  and 
Glory,  by  extending  the  French 
Monarchy  to  its  ancient  bounds, 
and  rendring  it,    as  it  is  at  pre- 
fent, as  flourishing,  and  as  much 
refpefted  by   all  the   World,    as 
it   ever    has  been ,    under   the 
greateft  and  moft  renown  d  of  all 
our  Monarchs,   is  not  fo  great  in 
the  fight  of  God ,   as  what  your 

Majefty? 
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Majefty  performs  daily,  with  fo 
much  Piety ,  Zeal ,  and  good 
fuccefs,  in  augmenting  the  King- 
dom of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  procu- 
ring the  Converfion  of  our  Pro- 
teftants,  by  thofe  gentle  and  ef- 
ficacious means  which  you  have 
us'd. 

This,  Sir ,  is  without  excep- 
tion-, the  mofi  glorious  of  all 
your  Conquefis ,  and  while  you 
continue  to  enjoy  on  earth  that 
undifputed  glory,  which  your  o- 
ther  aftions  have  acquired  you, 
is  preparing  an  eternal  triumph 
for  you  in  the  Heavens. 

'Tis  what  is  continually  im~ 
plor'd  of  God,  in  his  mofi  ar- 
dent Prayers ,  who  enjoying  the 
abundant  favours  of  your  Ma- 
jefty ,  lives  at  this  day  the 
mo  ft  happy  of  Mankind,  under 
your   moft  powerfull  Proteftion, 

and 
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and  is  moft  obligd  to  continue 
all  his  life,  with  aU  imaginable 
RejpeEt  and  Zeal, 


nr, 


Your  Majefty's  moft  Obedient 
and  moft  Faithful! 
SubjeO:  and  Servant 

Louis  Maimbourg. 
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Since  perhaps  there  are  fome,  who 
may  think  themfelves  concerned 
in  this  Hiftory,  becaufe  they  are  the 
Grand-children  or  Defendants  oi  thofe 
who  are  here  mentioned ,  I  defire  them 
to  confider  ,  that  Writing  like  a  faith- 
full  Hiftorian,  I  am  oblig'd  fincerely 
to  relate  either  the  good  or  ill,  which 
they  have  done.  If  they  find  them- 
felves offended,  they  mufl  take  their 
fatisfadion  on  thofe  who  have  pre- 
fcrib'd  the  Laws  of  Hiftory  :  let  them 
give  an  account  of  their  own  rules; 
for  Hiftorians  are  indifpenfably  bound 
to  follow  them;   and  the  lum  of  our 
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reputation  confifts  in  a  punctual  exe- 
cution of  their  orders. 

Thus  as  I  pretend  not  to  have  de- 
ferv'd  their  thanks  in  fpeaking  well  of 
their  Relations,  fo  I  may  reafonably 
conclude,  that  they  ought  not  to  wifti 
me  ill/  when  I  fay  what  is  not  much 
to  their  advantage.  I  faithfully  relate, 
what  I  find  written  in  good  Authours, 
or  in  particular  Memoires,  which  I 
take  for  good,  after  I  have  throughly 
examin'd  them. 

I  do  yet  more ;  for  confidering  that 
no  man  is  bound  to  believe,  when  I 
fay  in  general  that  I  have  had  the  ufe 
of  good  Manufcripts,  on  whofe  credit 
I  give  you  what  is  not  otherwhere  to 
be  had  ;  I  fincerely  and  particularly 
point  out  the  originals  from  whence  I 
drew  thefe  truths ;  and  am  fully  con- 
vincd,  that  every  Hiftorian,  who 
hopes  to  gain  the  belief  of  his  Reader, 
ought  to  tranfadt  in  the  fame  manner* 
For  if  there  were  no  more  to  be  done, 
than  barely  to  fay,  I -have  found  fuch 
or  fuch  an  extraordinary  paflage  in 
an  authentique  Manufcript,  without 
giving  a  more  particular  account  of 
it  under  pretence  of  being  bound  to 

Secrecy, 
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Secrecy,  there  is  no  kind  of  Fable 
which  by  this  means  might  not  be 
flurr'd  upon  the  Reader  for  a  truth. 
An  Authour  might  tell  many  a  lufty 
lye,  but  a  Reader,  who  were  not  a 
very  credulous  fool ,'  or  a  very  com- 
plaifant  Gentleman,  wou'd  have  a 
care  of  believing  him.  'Tis  for  this 
reafon  that  I  have  always  mark'd  in 
my  margents,  the  Books,  Relations, 
and  Memoires,  whether  Printed  or 
Manufcripts,  from  whence  I  take  the 
fubflance  of  my  Relations. 

One  of  thofe  Writers,  of  whom  h 
have  made  moll  ufe,  is  Monfieur  Pete/ 
Vittor  Cayet;  in  his  Nine  years  Chro- 
nology, containing  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Wars  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  Becaufe 
lie  having  always  follow 'd  that  Prince, 
fince  he  was  placd  in  his  fervice  to- 
gether with  Monfieur  de  la  Gaucherie 
( who  was  his  Preceptor )  'tis  ex- 
ceeding probable,  that  he  was  better 
inform'd  of  the  paflages  of  thole 
times,  of  which  he  was  an  eye  witnels, 
than  others  who  had  not  that  advan- 
tage. 

For  what  elfe  concerns  him,   he 
was  one  of  the  moft  Learned  and 

able 
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able  Miniflers  which  our  ? rot e(i ants 
have  ever  had  :  and  in  that  quality 
ferv'd  Madam  Catharine  the  King's 
Sifter,  till  about  two  years  after  the 
Converfion  of  that  great  Prince,  he 
acknowledged  the  true  Catholique  Re* 
ligion,  and  made  his  Solemn  abju- 
ration of  Hprefie  at  Paris.  He  alfo 
publiflfd  the  motives  of  his  Con- 
verfion in  a  Learned  Treatife,  which 
was  received  with  great  applaufe  both 
in  France  and  in  Foreign  Countries; 
and  his  example,  fortitfd  with  the 
ftrong  reafons  of  a  man  fo  able  as  he 
was,  to  which  no  folid  anfwcr  was 
ever  given,  was  immediately  followed 
hy  the  Converfion  of  a  great  number 
of  Protejiants ,  who  by  his  means 
Came  to  underfland  the  falihood 
of  their  Religion  pretendedly  re- 
formU 

This  a<9:ion  fo  infinitely  netted  his 
former  Brotherhood  of  Miniflers,  that 
they  grew  outrageous  againft  him; 
They  ran  down  his  reputation  with 
full  cry,  and  endeavour'd  to  blacken 
it  with  a  thoufand  horrible  calum- 
nies, with  which  they  flufPd  their 
Libels,  and  amongft    others,    that 

which 
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which  they  have  inferted  into  the 
Memoires  of  the  League  ,  with  the 
greateft  villany  imaginable  ,  taking 
no  notice  of  the  iolid  and  convin- 
cing anfwers  he  made  them.  Which 
proceeding  of  theirs  is  fufficient  to 
difcover  the  falfity  of  all  they 
have  Written  to  Defame  him,  accor- 
ding to  the  Libelling  genius  of  Pres- 
bytery. 

For,  of  all  Heretiques,  none  have 
been  more  cruel,  or  morefoul-mouth'd 
than  the  Calvinifts  ;  none  have  re- 
veng'd  themfelves  of  their  pretended 
Enemies  more  barbaroufly,  either  by 
open  Arms ,  or  private  mifchiefs , 
when  the  power  was  in  their  hands ; 
or  more  impudently  with  their  Pens, 
and  by  their  Libels,  when  they  had 
no  other  way  to  fliew  their  malice ; 
murthering  their  reputations  with  all 
forts  of  injuries  and  impoftures,  who 
have  once  declared  themfelves  againft 
their  Party. 

In  effed,  what  have  they  not  faid 
to  defame  the  memory  of  Monfieur 
de  Sponde,  Lieutenant  General  in  Ro- 
che/Iey  of  Salette,  Counfellour  to  the 
King  of  Navarre^    of  Marias  Coun- 

b  fellour 
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fellour  of  State  and  Superintendant  of 
the  Magazines  of  France^  as  alfo  of  Du 
Fay j  Clairville^  Rohany  and  a  hundred 
others  of  their  mod  celebrated  Mi- 
nifters,  who  after  having  been  efteem'd 
amongft  them  for  good    men,    and 
look'd  on  as  the  Leaders  of  their  Con- 
fiftory,  are  by  a  ftrange  fort  of  Me- 
tanwrphojis,    become  on  the  fudden, 
Profligate  Wretches ,   and  the  moft 
infamous  of  mankind,    onely  for  re- 
nouncing Calvinifm  ?    By  how  many 
Forgeries  and  Calumnies  have  they 
endeavour'd  to  ruine  the  repute  of  all 
fuch  Catholiques  as  have  the  moft  vi- 
goroufly  oppos'd  their  Herefie  ?  Hi- 
ftory  will  furnifh  us  with  abundant 
proofs:  and  we  have  but  too  many  in 
the  Fragments  which    Monfieur  Le 
Lalcreur  has  given  us  of  their  info- 
lent  Satyrs ,    where  they  fpare  not 
the  molt  inviolable  and  Sacred  things 
on  Earth ;  not  even  their  anointed  So- 
veraigns. 

For  which  Reafon,  that  Writer  in  a 
certain  Chapter  of  his  Book,  wherein 
he  mentions  but  a  fmall  parcel  of 
thofe  Libels ,  after  he  has  faid,  that 
the  moft  venomous  Satyrifts,  and  the 

greateft 
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greatefl  Libertines,  were  thofe  of  the 
Huguenot  party,  adds  thefe  memorable 
words.  "  I  fhould  have  been  afham'd 
"  to  have  read  all  thofe  Libels,  for  the 
"  Blafphemiesand  Impieties  with  which 
"  they  are  fill'd,  if  that  very  confidera- 
a  tion  had  not  been  ayding  to  confirm 
"  me  in  the  belief,  that  there  was  more 
"  wickednefs ,  than  either  errour  or 
"  blindnefs  in  their  Dodrine ;  and  that 
"  their  Morals  were  even  more  corrupt 
"  than  their  opinions. 

He  aflures  us  in  another  place,  that 
thefe  new  Evangelifts ,  have  made  en- 
tire Volumes  of  railing  ,  of  which  he 
has  (c^n  above  forty  Manufcripts,  and 
that  there  needed  no  other  arguments 
to  decide  the  difference  betwixt  the 
two  Religions ,  and  to  elude  the  fair 
pretences  of  thefe  reforming  Innova- 
tors. 

So  ,  that  all  they  have  fcribbled , 
with  fo  much  (I  will  not  fay  violence 
but )  madnefs  againft  the  Sieur  Cayet, 
immediately  upon  his  Converfion,  can- 
not doe  him  the  leafl  manner  of  pre- 
judice, no  more  than  their  ridiculous 
prediction  wherein  they  foretold,  that 
it  wou'd  not  be  long  before  he  wou  d 

b  x  be 
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be  neither  Huguenot  nor  Catholiquc  , 
but  that  he  wou'd  fet  up  a  third  party 
betwixt  the  two  Religions.  For  he 
ever  continu'd  to  live  fo  well  amongft 
the  CatholiqueSy  that  after  he  had  given 
on  all  occafions  large  proofs ,  both  of 
his  Virtue  and  of  his  Faith  ,  he  was 
thought  worthy  to  receive  the  order  of 
Priefthood  ,  and  the  Degree  of  Doc- 
tor in  Divinity  ,  and  was  Reader 
and  Profeflbur  Royal  ef  the  Oriental 
Tongues. 

Now  feeing  in  the  year  1605- ,  ten 
years  after  his  Converfion ,  he  had 
publifh'd  his  Septenary  Chronology, 
of  the  Peace  which  was  made  at  Ver~ 
vins  in  the  year  1^98.  Some  of  the 
greateft  Lords  at  Court ,  who  under- 
stood his  Merit  and  had  feen  him  with 
the  King,  (by  whom  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  well  known  and  much 
efieem'd,)  obliged  him  to  add\o  the 
Hiflory  of  the  Peace,  that  of  the  War, 
which  that  great  Prince  made  during 
Nine  years  after  his  coming  to  the 
Crown ,  till  the  Peace  of  Vervins  : 
which  he  performed  in  the  three  Tomes 
of  his  Nine  years  Chronology,  Prin- 
ted at  Paris ,  in  the  year  1608;   in 

which 
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which  before  he  proceeds  to  the  Reign 
of  Henry  the  Fourth  ,  he  makes  an 
abridgment  of  the  moil  confidcrablc 
paflages  in  the  League ,  to  the  death 
of  Henry  the  third.  And  'tis  partly 
from  this  Authour ,  and  partly  from 
fucli  others,  as  were  Eye-witneflcs  of 
what  they  wrote ,  whether  in  Printed 
Books,  or  particular  Memoires ,  that 
I  have  drawn  thofe  things  ,  which 
are  related  by  me  in  this  Hiftory.  I 
am  not  therefore  my  felf  the  witnefs, 
nor  as  an  Hiftorian  do  I  take  upon 
me  to  decide  the  Merit  of  thefe  acti- 
ons ,  whether  they  are  blameable  or 
praife-worthy  ;  I  am  onely  the  Relater 
of  them  j  and  fince  in  that  quality,  I 
pretend  not  to  be  believ'd  on  my  own 
bare  word,  and  that  I  quote  my  Au- 
thours  who  are  my  Warrantees  ,  as  I 
have  done  in  all  my  Hiftories ,  I  be- 
lieve my  felf  to  ftand  exempted  from 
any  juft  reproaches  ,  which  can  be 
faiten'd  on  me  for  my  writing. 

On  which  Subject  I  think  it  may 
be  truly  faid,  that  if  inftead  of  exami- 
ning matters  of  Fadt ,  and  enquiring 
whether  they  are  truly  or  falfely  re- 
prefented  j     that     confideration     be 

b  i  laid 
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laid  afide,  and  the  queflion  taken  up, 
whether  fuch  or  fuch  actions  were 
good  or  bad,  and  matter  of  right  plea- 
ded, whether  they  deferv'd  to  be  con- 
demned or  prais'd  ;  it  wou  d  be  but 
lofs  of  time  in  unprofitable  difcourfes, 
in  which  an  Hiftorian  is  no  way  con- 
cerned. For  in  conclufion,  heisonely 
anfwerable  for  fuch  things  as  he  re- 
ports ,  on  the  credit  of  thofe  from 
whom  he  had  them ;  taking  from 
each  of  them  fome  particulars  ,  of 
which  the  reft  are  filent ,  and  com- 
piling out  of  all  of  them  a  new  body 
of  Hiftory,  which  is  of  a  quite  diffe- 
rent Mould  and  fafliion  ,  from  any  of 
the  Authours  who  have  written  be- 
fore him. 

And  'tis  this ,  in  which  confifts  a 
great  part  of  the  delicacy  and  beauty 
of  thefe  kinds  of  Works,  and  which 
produces  this  effed  ;  that  keeping  al- 
ways in  the  moft  exa£t  limits  of  truth, 
yet  an  Authour  may  lawfully  pretend 
to  the  glory  of  the  invention ,  having 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  letting  forth  a  new 
Hiftory  ,  though  Writing  onely  the 
paflages  of  a  former  Age  ,  he  can  re- 
late almofl  nothing ,   but  what  has 

been 
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been  written  formerly ,  either  in  prin- 
ted Books  ,  or  Manufcripts ;  which 
though  kept  up  in  private  and  little 
known,  are  notwithftanding ,  ruot 
the  Work  of  him  who  writes  the 
Hiftory. 

As  to  what  remains ,    none  ought 
to  wonder,  that  I  make  but  one  fingle 
Volume  on  this  Subjed: ,  though  the 
matter  of  it  is  of  vail  extent-.     I  take 
not  upon  me  to  tell  all  that  has  been 
done,  on  occafion  of  the  League  ,    in 
all  the  Provinces ,  nor  to  defcribe  all 
the  Sieges  ;  the  taking  and  furprifing 
of  fo  many  places ,  which  were  fome- 
times  for  the  King,  and  at  other  times 
for   the  League  ;    or  all  thofe  petty 
Skirmilhes  which  have  drawn ,  ( if  I 
may  have  liberty  fo  to  exprefs  my 
felf  )  fuch  deluges  of  Bloud  from  the 
veins  of  France.     All  thefe  particulars 
ought  to  be  the  ingredients  of  the  Ge- 
neral Hiftory  of  this  Nation ,  under 
the  Reigns  of  the  two  laft  Henries^ 
which  may  be  read  in  many  famous 
Hiftorians ;  and  principally  in  the  laft 
Tome  of  the  late  Monfteur  de  Mezeray, 
who  has  furpafs'd  hinifelf,  in  that  part 
of  his  great  work. 

b  4  I  con- 
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I  confine  my  undertaking  with- 
in the  compafs  of  what  is  moft 
eflential  in  the  particular  Hiftory  of 
the  League ,  and  have  onely  appli'd 
my  felf  to  the  difcovery  of  its  true 
Qrigine,  to  unriddle  its  intrigues  and 
artifices,  and  find  out  the  moft  fecret 
motives,  by  which  the  Heads  of  that 
Confpiracy  have  a£ted ,  to  which  the 
magnificent  Title  of  the  Holy  Vnion, 
has  been  given  with  fo  much  injuflice : 
and  in  confequence  of  this  ,  to  make 
an  exa£t  defcription  of  the  principal 
a&ions ,  and  the  greateft  and  moft 
fignal  events,  which  decided  the  for- 
tune of  the  League  ;  and  this  in  fhort 
is  the  Model  of  my  Work. 

As  for  the  end  which  I  proposed  to 
my  felf,  in  conceiving  it,  I  may  bold- 
ly fay,  that  it  was  to  give  a  plain  un- 
derftanding  to  all  fuch ,  as  (hall  read 
this  Hiftory,  that  all  forts  of  Aftbcia- 
tions  which  are  form'd  againft  lawfull 
Soveraigns  ,  particularly  when  the 
Confpiratours  endeavour  to  difguife 
them,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
Religion  and  Piety,  as  did  the  Hugue- 
nots and  Leaguers,  are  at  all  times  moft 
criminal  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  nioft 

commonly 
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commonly  of  unhappy  and  fatal  Con- 
fequence  to  thole ,  who  are  either 
the  Authours  or  Accomplices  of  the 
Crime. 
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new  Militia  againft  the  League.  The 
Duke  of  Alanfon  in  Flanders,  where  he 
is  declared  Duke  of  Brabant. 

This  occafions  Philip  the  fecond  to 
V reft  the  Duke  <?/Guife  to  declare  him- 
felf* He  does  it  a  little  after  the 
Death  of  the  Duke  of  Alanfon.  The 
Conferences  of  the  Duke  of  Efpernon 
with  the  King  of  Navarre  ,  furnifhes 
him  with  an  occafion.  He  makes  ufe  of 
the  old  Cardinal  of  Bombon,  and  fets 
him  up  for  a  Stale.  The  great  weaknejs 
of  that  Cardinal,    The  Hiftory  of  the 
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beginning ,  the  Progrefs ,  the  Arts  and 
the  Defigns  of  the  League  of  the  16  of 
Paris.    1  he  Treaty  of  the  Duke  of  Guife 
with  the  Deputies  of  the  King  of  Spain. 
He  begins  the  War  by  furprifing  many 
Towns.     The  general  hatred  to  the  Fa- 
vourites ,  and  efpecially  to  the  Duke  of 
Efpernon,  caufes  many  great  Lords  to 
enter  into  his  Party.     Thatfirft  War  of 
the  League  hinders  the  Re-union  of  the 
Low  Countries  to  the  Crown,  and  alfo  the 
Ruin  of  the    Huguenots.     Marfeilles 
and  Bourdeaux  Jecur'd  fror&  the  At- 
tempts of  the  League.      The  generous 
Declaration  of  the  King  of  Navarre  a- 
gainfl  the  Leaguers,  and  the  too  mild 
Declaration  of  the  King.     The  Confe- 
rence and  Treaty  of  Nemours,  and  the 
Edill  of  July,    in  favour  of  the  Lea- 
guers againft  the  Huguen@ts.     The  V- 
nion  of  the  King  of  Navarre  ,  and  the 
Prince  of  Conde  with  the  Marfhal  of 
Damville.     The  death  of  Gregory  the 
13th.  and  Creation  of  Sixtus  Quintus. 
The    thundring  Bull  of  that  Pope  a- 
gainfl  the    King  of  Navarre  and  the 
Prince  of  Conde.    Difcourfes  and  Writ- 
ings againft  that  Bull.     Proteftation  of 
the  KingofNzvzne,  poftedup  atRome. 

The 


The  Contents. 

The  War  in  Poitou ,    with   the  [mall 
[uccefs  vf  the  Duke  of  May  ennz. 

The  Marfhalh  Matignon  and  Biron, 
hreak  his  meafures  under-hand.      The 
Uifiory  of  the  unfortunate   expedition 
of  the  Prince  of  Conde  at  Angiers.   The 
Diffolution  of  his  Army.   The  Ordinances 
of  the  King   againji  the   Huguenots. 
The  form  which  they  were  made  tojign 
at   their  Converfion.     The  Emhaffy  of 
the  Protejiant  Princes  0/ Germany,  who 
demand  jf  the  King  the  Revocation  of 
hid  Edifts.     The  firm  and  generous  An- 
fwer  of  the  King  ,  the  Conference  of  St. 
Brix,   the  Impoflures  of  the  Leaguers, 
the  beginning  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Pe- 
nitentiaries.    The  King  efiablifhes  one 
in  Paris  ,    wherein  he  enrolls  himfelf. 
The  Infolence  of  the  Preachers  of  the 
League.  The  fcandalous  Emblem  which 
was  made  againfi  the  King.   The  Impu- 
dence of  Dr.  Poncet,  and  his  Punijh- 
went.     The  King  ufes  his  endeavours 
to  no  purpofe  for  a  Peace ',  and  at  lafl  re- 
folves  upon  a  War. 


The 


The  Contents  of  the  Second 
Book. 

THe  Duke  of  Guifc  complains  to 
the  King    of  the    Infringments 
which   he  pretends  were  made  to   the 
Treaty  of  Nemours.     The  Anfwer  to 
thofe  Complaints  which  were  found  un- 
reafonable.     The  Defign  of  the  King  in 
the  War  which  he  is  fore  d  to  make.  The 
Fortune  and  Rife  of  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe, 
his  good  and  ill  qualities.     He  commands 
the  Royal  Army  againfl  the  King  0/ Na- 
varre.    His  Exploits  in  Poitou,  with 
thofe  of  the  King  of  Navarre,  the  Bat- 
tel of  CouYtY3.s.The  Difference  of  the  two 
Armies  ;  how  they  were  drawn  up.     The 
firfl  fhock  advantageous  to  the  Duke,  the 
general  Defeat  of  his  Army  ,  the  com- 
plete Vittory  of  the  King  of  Navarre, 
his  Heroick  Valour  in  the  Battel ,  and 
his  admirable  Clemency  after  the  Victo- 
ry.    He  knows  not  how  to  ufe  it>  or  will 
nofy  and  for  what  reafon.  The  Review  of 
the  Army  of  the  Reyters  in  the  Plain 
of  Strasbourgh.     The  Birth  and  the 
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Quality  of  the  Baron  of  'Dona.  The  Duke 
#f  Guife  undertakes  with  [mall  Forces 
to  ruin  that  great  Army.  The  Spoils 
which  it  committed  in  Lorrain.  The 
Reafons  why  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  woud 
not  have  the  faff  age  of  that  Army  op- 
posed. The  Defcription  of  the  admirable 
Retreat  of  the  Duke  of  Guife  at  Pont 
St.  Vincent.  The  Entry  of  the  Reyters 
into  France.  The  Duke  of  Guife  "perpe- 
tually harraffes  them.  The  Army  Royal 
at  Gien.  The  King  goes,  to  command  it 
in  Perfon  ,  and  vigoroujly  oppofes  the 
paffage  of  the  Reyters.  Their  confterna* 
tionr finding  quite  the  contrary  of  what 
the  French  Huguenots  had  promts  d 
them  to  appeafe  them.  They  are  led  into 
La  Beauce.  The  Duke  of  Guife  fol- 
lows them.  The  defcription  of  the 
Attacque  and  Fight  of  Vimory,  where 
he  furprifes  and  defeats  a  Party  of  Rey- 
ters. A  gallant  Aft  ion  of  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne.  The  Retreat  at  Mont  Argis. 
The  Sedition  in  the  Foreign  Army  after 
that  Viftory.  The  Arrival  of  the  Prince 
0/ Conty,  Lieutenant  General  to  the 
King  of  Navarre ,  reftores  them  to  Joy 
and  Obedience.  The  Duke  of  Guile 
having   refervd  to  himjelf  but  5-000 
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men  ,  fears  not  to  follow  the  Reyters 
as  far  as  Auneau.     The  Situation  of 
that  Borough.     The   Baron  of   Dona 
Quarters  there  with  the  Reyters.     The 
Duke  of  Guife  difpofes  himfelf  to  at- 
t  accrue  them  there.     He  gains  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Cafile ,  to  have  entrance  by 
it  into  the  Borough.     The   difpofal  of 
his  Army ,  the  order  of  the  Attacque^  • 
the  Fight  ,  the  entire   defeat  of  the 
Reyters  without  any  lofi  on  his  fide.  The 
Treaty  of  the  Duke  of  Efpernon  with 
the  remainders  of  thofe  Germans,  their 
lamentable  return.     The  Duke  of  Guife 
purfues  them  to  the  Frontiers  of  Ger- 
many, he  permits  the  County  of  Mont 
J3eliard  to  be  plundered.    The  infolence  of 
the  Leaguers  after  that  Villory.    The  too 
great  goodnefs  of  the  King^  of  which  t/^e 
jeditioiu  make  advantage.  The  horrible 
flying  out  tf/Prevolt  Curate  of  St.  Seve- 
rin,  and  of  Boucher  Curate  of  St.  Ben- 
net.    The  day  of  St.Szvexm.    Thefcan- 
daloiu  Decree  of  the  fatlion  of  Doftours 
in  the  Sorbonne  who  were  for  the  Six- 
teen.    The  Duke  of  Guife  is  refused  the 
Office  of  Admiral ,  which  he  demands 
for  Briflac,  and  it  u  given  to  the  Duke  of 
Efpernon  his  Enemy.    The  Character 
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andPourtraiff  of  that  Duke.  The  Hate 
which  is  horn  him ,  the  Indignation  of 
the  Duke  of  Guife/iy  his  refufal ,  and 
for  the  advancement  of  his  Enemy \  makes 
him  refolve  to  pujh  his  Fortune  to  the 
utmoft. 


The  Contents  of  the  Third 
Book. 

MAny  Prodigies  which  pre  fag  d  the 
evils  to  come.  The  Conference 
at  Nancy  of  all  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lorrain.  The  Articles  of  the  Re~ 
queft  which  they  prefent  to  the  King 
againfl  the  Royal  Authority.  The  Dif- 
fimulation  of  the  King ,  finding  himfelf 
prefi  to  anfwer  it  precifely.  The  Death 
of  the  Prince  0/Conde,  the  Encomium 
of  that  Prince,  the  King  at  length  takes 
up  a  refolution  to  p'unijh  the  Sixteen. 
His  preparations  for  it ,  the  allarm  of 
it  taken  hy  the  Parifians ,  they  implore 
the  Affifiance  of  the  Duke  0/Guife,  who 
promifes  to  give  it.  Monfieur  de  Belli- 
evre  carries  him  the  Kings  Orders  to 
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SoifTons,  which  are  that  he  {ootid  not 
come  to  Paris.  The  Anfwer  which  he 
made  to  Bellievre  notwithftanding  that 
Order.  He  comes  to  Paris.  The  de- 
fer ipt  ion  of  his  Entry ,  with  acclamations 
and  extraordinary  transports  of  joy  of 
the  Parifians.  The  irrejolution  of  the 
King,  when  hefaw  him  at  the  Louvre. 
That  which  p  aft  at  their  interview,  and 
in  the  Queens  Garden.  The  King  com- 
mands all  Strangers  to  depart  from  Pa- 
ris. The  Leaguers  oppofe  it,  the  de- 
fcription  of  the  day  of  the  Barricades. 
The  Count  of  Briflac  begins  them ,  they 
are  carried  on  within  50  paces  of  the 
Louvre ,  the  Duke  of  Guife  flops  the 
Citizens,  and  caufes  the  Kings  Souldi- 
ers  to  be  Difarmd ,  and  then  recon- 
ducted into  the  Louvre.  The  true  de~ 
fign  of  the  Duke,  on  the  day  of  the  Bar* 
ricades  ,  his  excej/ive  demands.  The 
King  fearing  to  be  incompafl,  departs 
out  of  Pans  in  a  pity  full  Equipage. 
The  Queen  Mother  negotiates  an  accom- 
modation. The  Duke  of  Guife  cunning^ 
ly  Reingages  her  in  his  inter  eft,  the  re- 
queft  which  he  caus'd  to  be  prefented  to 
the  King,  containing  Articles  very  pre* 
judicial  to  his  Authority ,  the  dijfimula- 
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tion  of  ih€  Kingy  the  Banifhment  of  the 
Duke  of  Etpemon,  the  new  Treaty  of 
the  King  with  the  Lords  of  the  League, 
theEdiB  of  Reunion  againfi  the  Hugue- 
nots ,  in  favour  of  the  League,    the 
figns  of  the  Kings  indignation  which 
brake  out  from  him ,  and  which  he  wou'd 
have  hidden ,  the  EJiates  ofBlois,  the 
Kings  Speech,  at  which  the  Leaguers 
are   offended,      the  Duke  of  Guife  is 
Mafier  there y  and  caufes  resolutions  to 
be  taken  againfi  the  Authority  of  the 
bdffgy  and  againfi  the  King  of  Navarre, 
whom  the  Efiates  declare  incapable   of 
fucceeding  to  the \  Crown ,    to  which  the 
King    will  not  confent.     He  at  length 
takes  a  refclution  to  rid  himfelf  of  the 
Duke  ofCu lie,  / he  fecrei  Counfe  11  which 
is  held  concerning  it.     The  Advert  if  e- 
ment  which  the  Duke  receives  of  it. 
The  Counfell  which  u  given  him  ,    and 
which  he   will  mt  follow.     The  Hi  fiery 
of  his  Tragical  Deaths  the  Imprifonment 
of  the  principal  Leaguers.     Davila  ma- 
nifefily  cenvined  of  Jaljehcod,  in  the  re- 
lation which  he  makes  of  the  conference 
betwixt  the  King  and  the  Legat.    The 
Note  of  the  King  to  Cardinal  Morofuu 
The  Conference  which  he  had  with  that 
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Cardinal,  concerning  the  death  of  the 
Guifes,  the  refentment  of  Pope  S'mus 
for  the  fame ,  the  flrcng  remjnft  ravces 
which  were  made  him  by  the  Cardinal 
of  Joyeufe.  The  opinion  of  that  Pope  a- 
gainfl  the  League  ,  and  again  ft  the 
Guifes.  He  fufpends  the  expedition  of 
all  Bulls,  till  the  Kingfoall  fend  to  de- 
mand abfolution.  What  the  Cardinal  of 
Joyeufe,  remonftrates  to  him  thereupon , 
the  unprofitable  declarations  which  the 
King  makes  to  juflifie  his  action,  i-tflead 
of  preparing  for  War.  The  Duke  of 
Mayenne  flies  from  Lyons  into  Bur- 
gundy ,  where  he  is  abfolutely  M.ifler. 
The  tnfurreition  of  Paris  ,  on  the  news 
cf  the  death  of  the  Guifes.  The  furious 
Sermons  of  the  Preachers  of  the  League, 
the  horrible  impudence  of  GuinceUre, 
Curate  of  St.  Gervais ,  who  Preaching 
at  St.  Bartholomew  ,  Commands  his 
Audit  ours  to  lift  up  their  hands,  and 
alfo  the  firft  Prefdent.  The  horrible 
flying  cut  of  the  Curate  Pigenat,  in  the 
Funeral  Oration  which  he  made  for  the 
Duke  of  Guife.  The  fcandalom  Decree 
of  the  Sorbonne,  in  which  it  is  declared 
that  the  French  are  released  from 
their  Oath  of  Allegiance  made  to   the 
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King.     The  furious  excefs  of  rage  in  the 
Leaguers,    in  purfuit  of  that  decree  a- 
gainfl  the  King.     They  commit  all  forts 
of  Outrages  againft  him.     The  death  of 
Queen  Catharine  of  Medicis,  her  Com- 
mendation and  Pourtraitt.     The   King 
fends  the  Dut  chefs  0/ Nemours  to  Paris, 
to  appeafe  the    Troubles   there.     The 
extravagance  of  the  petty  Feuillant , 
Bufly  le  Clerc  carries  the  Parliament 
Trifoners  to  the  Baftille,  the  commenda- 
tions of  the  fir  ft  P reft dent  Achilles  de 
Harley ,  the  •  names  of  the   Prefidents, 
and  of  the  Counfellours  who  followed  him. 
The  Prefident  Briflbn  at  the  Head  of 
the  new  Parliament  of  the    League , 
which  makes  afolemn  Oath  to  revenge 
the  death  of  the  Guifes.     The  Leaguers 
qfe  enchantments  againft  the  King  ,   at 
the  fame  time  that  Guinceftre  accufes 
him  of  magick  art  in  a  full  Congregation. 
The  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne, 
his  Encomium  and  his  Pourtraili.     The 
King  makes   him  great  offers  in  vain. 
His  fortunate  beginnings  9   the  great 
number  of  Towns  which  throw  them- 
felves  into  his  party.     His  Entry  into 
Paris.  He  weakens  the  Counfe  11  of  Sixteen 
by  encreafing  their  number.     He  caufes 
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himfelf  to  be  dec  lard  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ral of  the  State  and  Crown  of  France. 
The  King  takes  though  too  late,  the  ways 
of  force  and  rigour.  The  Reafons  which 
oblige  him  to  unite  himfelf  with  the 
King  of  Navarre,  the  treaty  of  that 
Vnion^  the  advantageous  offers  which 
the  King  makes  to  the  Lorrain  ? rimes 
who  refufe  them ,  the  fruitlefs  Confe- 
rence of  Cardinal  Morofini  with  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne.  The  performance 
of  the  treaty  of  the  two  Kings  ,  their 
declarations^  their  interview  at  Tours. 
The  Exploits  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne. 
He  affaults  and  carries  the  Suburbs  of 
Tours.  His  return  without  having 
perform  d  ought  be  fide.  The  Siege  and 
Battel  of  Senlis ,  where  the  Parifians 
are  defeated \  the  defeat  of  the  Troups 
of  the  Sieur  de  Saveufe  by  Chaftillon. 
The  Exploits  of  the  King  ,  his  March 
towards  Paris,  at  Eftampes  he  receives 
the  news  of  the  thundering  Monitory  of 
Tope  Sixtus  againfi  him  ,  he  takes  up 
his  Quarters  at  *S/.Clou.  The  execrable 
Taricide  committed  on  his  Ferfon  ,  his 
tnoft  Chriftian  and  mcft  holy  death. 

The 
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Book. 

HEnry  the  Fourth  is  acknowledged 
King  0/ France ,    by  the  Catho 
liques  of  his  Army,  and  on  what  Condi- 
tions,    the  Duke  of  Efpernon  for  fakes 
him,  and  the  Sieur  de  Vitry  goes  over 
to  the  League  ,   the  King  divides  his 
Army  into  three  Bodies ,  and  leads  one 
of  them  into  Normandy.     The  Duke  of 
Mayennc  caufes  the  Counfell of  the  V- 
ft  ion  to  declare  the  old  Cardinal  0/ Bour- 
bon King ,  under  the  name  of  Charles 
the  10th.     Books  Written  for  the  right 
of  the  Vncle  againfl  the  Nephew  y    and 
for  the  Nephew  againfl  the  Vncle.     The 
Duke  of  Cayenne  takes  the  Field  with 
a  power  full  Army,  and  follows  the  King 
into  Normandy.     The  Battel  or  great 
Skirmifhes  at  Arques,  the  Kings  Vitto- 
ry,  and  the  Retreat  of  the   Duke  of 
Mayenne ,    the  Affault  and  taking  of 
the  Suhurls  of  Paris  by  the  King.    The 
Intelligence  held  by  the  Prejident  De 
Blanc-  Mefhil   with   the    King.      The 
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praife'ofthat  Prefident.  The  Exploits 
of  the  King  in  the  Provinces.  ThePrc- 
portions  of  the  Legat  Cajetan ,  and  of 
the  Spaniards  at  the  Counfell  of  the 
Vnion.  The  Sieur  de  Villeroy ,  difco- 
vers  the  intrigue  of  it  to  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne,  who  refolves  to  oppofe  them. 
The  Commendation  of  that  Great  Mi* 
nifter  of  State.  A  new  Decree  of  the 
Sorbonne  againfl  Henry  the  4th.  The 
new  Oath  which  the  Legat  orders  to  be 
taken  by  the  Leaguers.  The  KingBefie- 
geth  Dreux.  The  Duke  of  Mayenne 
Alar c he s  to  the  releif  of  the  Bejiegedy 
which  occafions  thebattel  of  Yvry.  The 
defer ipt ion  of  that  Battel^  the  order  of 
the  two  Armies.  The  abfolute  Vittory 
of  the  King.  His  Exploits  after  his 
Vittory.  His  repulfe  from  before  Sens, 
ly  the  Sieur  de  Chan va lion ,  he  goes 
to  befiege  Paris.  The  condition  of  that 
Town  at  that  time.  The  provifion  made 
by  the  Duke  0/ Nemours,  tofujlain  the 
Siege.  The  attache  of  the  Suburb  of 
St.  Martin  by  Lanoue  ,  who  was  re- 
pidsd  from  it.  Why  the  King  woud  not 
ufe  force.  An  horrible  Famine  in  Paris. 
The  reafons  which  made  the  Parifians 
refolve  to  endure  all  extremities ,  ra- 
ther 
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ther  than  Surrender.  The  Fantaflick 
Mufter  that  was  made  by  the  Ecclefi- 
aflicks ,  and  the  Monks  tQ  encourage 
the  people y  the  Legat  CajetaiidJ-  he  was 
looking  on  it  in  danger  to  be  kilfd.  The 
Arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Parma  ,  who 
relieves  Paris.  Two  attempts  upon  Pa- 
ris tofurprife  it ,  the  one  by  Scalade , 
and  the  other  by  a  Strategem  ,  neither 
of  which  fucceed.  The  Retreat  of  the 
Duke  of  Parma.  The  Siege  and  the 
taking  tf/Chartres,  by  the  management 
tf/Chaftillon.  The  death  of  that  Count 
and  his  Commendation.  The  Duke  of 
Parma  renders  the  Duke  of  Mayenne 
fufpefted  to  the  King  of  Spain,  whofup- 
ports  the  Sixteen  again/I  him.  Pope 
Sixtus  is  difabusd  in  favour  of  the 
King.  Gregory  the  14th.  declares  for 
the  League  againft  the  King  ,  whom  he 
Excommunicates.  His  Bull  is  condem- 
ned, and  produces  no  manner  of  effetL 
The  conference  of  the  Lorrain  Princes 
At  Rheims.  the  Prefident  Jannin, 
goes  for  them  into  Spain.  His  praife 
and  his  art  full  Negotiation.  King  Phi- 
lip unwarily  declares  his  defign ,  to 
caufe  the  Infanta  his  Daughter  to  be 
Elefted  Queen  of  Frgnce.    Monfieur 

de 
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de  Mayenne  breaks  with  the  Spaniard. 
The  Divifion  amongft  the  Lorrain  Prin- 
ces.    The  Toung  Duke  of  Guife  is  re- 
ceive! by  the  Leaguers,  who  fet  him  up 
againfi  his  TJncle.     The  horrible  vio- 
lence of  the  Sixteen  ,    who   caufe  the 
Prejident  Briflbn,  and  two  Counfellours 
to  be  hanged.     The  jufl  Revenge  which 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne  takes  for  that 
aft  ion.   Their  Fait  ion  totally  pulfd  down 
by  that  Duke ,  and  by  the  Honefl  Citi- 
zens.    The  Siege  of  Roven.     The  Duke 
of  Parma  comes  to  its  releif  the  Skir- 
mijh  of  Aumale.     The  brave  Sally  of 
Villiers  Governour  of  Roven,  the  King 
raifes  his  Siege  ^  and  fome  few  days  af- 
ter Befieges  the   Army  of  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  the  wonder  full  Retreat  of  that 
Duke.  The  conference  0/duPleflis  Mor- 
nay,  and  Vilkwy  for  the  Peace ,    what 
it  conduced  towards  the  converfion  of  the 
King.     The  Popes ,  Innocent  the  9th. 
and  Clement  the  8  th.  for  the  League. 
The  death  of  the  Duke  0/Parma.  Mon- 
fieur  de  Mayenne  at  length  affembles 
the  General  EJiates  of  the  League  at 
Paris.     The  Hiflory  of  thofe  pretended 
EJiates.     Monfieur  de  Mayenne  caufes 
the  conference  of  Surefne  to  be  therein 
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accepted.,  in  fpight  of  the  LegaL  The 
Speeches  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Bourges 
and of  Lyons,  and  the  Hiflory  of  that 
Conference.  The  Duke  of  Mayenne  in 
the  Eftates  artfully  hinders  the  Electi- 
on of  a  King.  The  Hiflory  of  the  con- 
verjion  of Henry  the  4th.  The  ahfolu- 
tion  which  he  demands  ,  and  which  at 
length  is  given  him  at  Rome.  The  re- 
duction of  many  Lords  and  Towns  of  the 
League  to  the  Kings  Service.  His 
Entry  into  Paris,  the  Skirmifh  at  Fon- 
tain  Francoife.  The  treaty  of  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne,  and  the  Edict  which 
the  King  makes  in  his  favour,  The 
treaty  of  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe,  and  his 
fecond  entry  into  the  order  0/ Capu- 
chins, the  treaty  of  the  Duke  of  Mer- 
ceseur,  and  the  end  of  the  League. 
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T Hough  this  work  which  I  have 
undertaken  is  the  natural  fe- 
quel  of  the  Hiftory  of  Calvi- 
nifm  ,  'tis  yet  moll;  certain  that  the 
Subject  which  I  treat  has  no  relation  to 
that  Herefie.  For  it  was  not  the  defire 
of  preferring  the  Catholique  faith  in 
France \  nor  any  true  motive  of  Reli- 
gion which  gave  birth  to  the  League^ 
as  the  common  people  who  have  not 
been  able  to  penetrate  into  the  fecret  of 
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that  accurfed  Cabal,  have  always  been 
perfuaded.     It  was  derived  from  two 
paffions  which  in  all  ages  have  produc'd 
rnoft  tragical  Effe&s,  I  mean. Ambi- 
tion and  Hatred.     'Tis  true,  the  mul- 
titude, and  above  all  the  Church-men, 
who  believ'd  they  had  occafion  to  be 
alarm'd  in  matters  of  Religion,  if  he 
who  was  call'd  to  the  Crown  by  the 
fundamental   Laws  of  the  Kingdom, 
ihou  d  obtain  it,  thefe  I  fay  were  fe- 
duc'd  by  that  fpecious  appearance  of 
true  Zeal,  which  feem'd  to  be  the  ve- 
ry Soul  and  Foundation  of  the  League. 
But  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  diico- 
ver  in  the  procefs  of  this  Hiftory,  that 
the  Authoursof  that  Confpiracy  made 
ufe  of  thofe  pretences  of  Religion,  to 
abufe  the  credulity,  and  even  the  Pi- 
ety of  the  People ;  and  to  make  them 
impious,  without  their  perceiving  it, 
by  animating  and  arming  them  againfl 
their  Kings  ,  to  root  out  ( if  they  had 
been  able  )  the  lafl  remaining  Stem  of 
the  Royal  Stock  ;  and  to  plant  on  its 
Foundations,  the  dominion  of  a  Fo- 
reigner. 

And  as  none  are  able  to  execute  an 

unjuft  Enterprife,  but  by  means  as  per- 
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hicious  and  execrable  as  the  end  it  felf 
which  they  propofe,  fo  will  there  be 
maniieft  in  the  fequel  and  progrefs  of 
the  League,  even  yet  more  disorders 
and  mifchiefs  than  ever  Calvlnifm  it 
telf  produced  ;  againft  which  alone  it 
feem'd  to  have  been  arm^d':'  Yet  in  this 
particular,  mod  refembling  that  For- 
midable party  which  was  rais'd  againft 
the  Catholique  Church,  that,  being 
biafted  as  the  Herefie  had  been  by  the 
Lord  of  Hofts,  it  was  always  unfucces- 
full  in  the  Battels  which  it  ftrooke 
againit  the  lawfull  power  |  And  at 
length  overwhelmed  with  the  fame 
Engines  which  it  had  rais'd  for  the 
definition  of  the  Government, 

Truly,  'tis  a  furprifing  thing  to  find 
both  in  the  defign  and  fequel  of  the 
League,  by  a  miraculous  order  of  the 
divine  providence,  revolutions  altoge- 
ther contrary  to  thofe  which  were  ex- 
pected. On  the  one  fide  the  majefti- 
que  Houfe  of  Bourhon,  which  was  de- 
fign'd  for  mine,  glorioufly  rais'd  to 
that  fupreffle  degree  of  power  in  which 
we  now  behold  it  flourifhing,  to  the 
wonder  of  the  World  ,•  and  on  the 
other  fide,  that  of  two  eminent  Fa- 
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milies  which  endeavoured  their  own 
advancement  by  its  deftru&ion,  the 
one  is  already  debas'd  to  theloweft  de- 
gree, and  the  other  almoft  reduced  to 
nothing.  So  different  are  the  deflgns 
of  God,  from  thofe  of  men  ,•  and  fo 
little  is  there  to  be  built  on  the  foun- 
dations of  humane  policy  and  pru- 
dence, when  men  have  onely  paflton 
for  their  guides,  under  the  counterfeit 
names  of  Piety  and  Religion, 

'Tis  what  I  fhall  make   evident , 
by  unravelling   the    fecrets   and   in- 
trigues, couch'd  under  the  League,  by 
expofing  its  criminal  and  ill  manag'd 
undertakings ,  which  were  almoft  al- 
ways unfuccefsfull ;  and  by  fhewing 
in  the  clofe  the  ifiiie  it  had,  entirely 
oppofite  to  its  defigns,  by  the  exalta- 
tion of  thofe  whom  it  endeavoured  to 
opprefs.     But   it   will  be  iirft  necef- 
fary  to  confider   in  what  condition 
France  then  was,  when  this  dangerous 
Afibciation  was  firft  form'd ,  againft 
the  fupreme  Authority  of  our  Kings. 
^1!uI!Z5\      The  fury  of  the  Civil   Wars  which 
'  had  laid  the  Kingdom  defolate  under 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Ninth  feem'd 
to   have  almoft  wholly  been  extin- 
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guifli'd  after  the  fourth  Edict; of  pacifi-  A^^Q 
cation,  which  was  made  at  the  Siege 
of  Roche//;  and  if  the  State  wras  not 
altogether  in  a  Calm,  yet  at  lcaft  it 
was  not  tofs'd  in  any  violence  of  Tem- 
peft,  when  after  the  deceafe  ofthefaid 
King,  his  Brother  Henry ^  then  King  of 
Poland,  returned  to  France ',  and  took 
pofleflion  of  a  Crown  devolved  on  him 
by  the  right  of  Inheritance.    He  was  a 
Prince,    who  being  then  betwixt  the 
years  of  23,  and  24,  was  endu'd  with 
all  Qualities  and  perfections  capable  of 
rendring  him  one  of  the  greateft  and 
moil   accomplifh'd  Monarchs  in  the 
World.    For  befides  that  his  perfon 
was  admirably  ihapd,  that  he  was  tali 
of  Stature,  majeftique  in  his  Carriage, 
that  the  found  of  his  Voice,  his  Eyes, 
and  all  the  features  of  his  Face,  were  in- 
finitely fweet ;  that  he  had  a  folid 
Judgment,  a  mod  happy  Memory,  a 
clear  and  difcerning  Underftanding ; 
that  in  his  behaviour   he  had  all  the 
winning  Graces  which  are  required  in 
a  Prince,  to  attraft  the  love  and  refpeft 
of  Subjefts ;  'Tis  alfo  certain,  that  no 
man  cou'd  poffibly  be  more  Liberal? 
more  Magnificent ,    more    Valiant , 
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^^574-  more  Courteous,  more  addided  to  Re- 
ligion ,  or  more  Eloquent  than  he 
was  naturally  and  without  Art.  To 
fum  up  all,  he  had  wanted  nothing  to 
make  himfelf  and  his  Kingdom  happy, 
had  he  followed  thole  wholfome 
Counfels  which  were  fir  ft  given  him ; 
and  had  he  ftill  retain  d  the  noble  am- 
bition of  continuing  at  leaft  what  he 
was  formerly ,  under  the  glorious 
name  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  which  he 
had  render'd  fo  renown  cl  by  a  thoufand 
gallant  actions  ,  and  particularly  by 
the  famous  Vi£fcories  of  Jarnac  and 
Montcontour. 

The  world  was  filfd  with  thofe  high 
Ideas y  which  it  had  conceived  of  his 
rare  merit,  expecting  from  him  the  re- 
eftabliflirnent  of  the  Monarchy  in  its 
ancient  fplendour,  and  nothing  was 
capable  of  weakning  that  hope,  but 
onely  ttie  cruel  MafTacre  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, whereof  he  had  been  one  of  the 
mod  principal  Authours,  which  had 
render'd  him  extremely  odious  to  the 
Proteftants.  And  therefore  in  his  re- 
f:  fin  from  'Poland^  the  Ernperour  Ma- 
ximilian the  Second,  who  rul'd  the 
Empire  in  great  tranquillity,  notwitb? 

(landing 
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Handing  the  diverfity  of  opinions  ^^'574- 
which  divided  his  cares  betwixt  the  v 
Catholiques  and  the  Lutherans  ;  the 
Duke  of  Venice,  and  the  moft  judici- 
ous members  of  that  auguft  Senate , 
which  is  every  where  renown'd  for 
prudence ;  and  after  his  return  to 
France,  the  Prefidents,  De  Thou,  and 
Harlay ,  the  two  Advocates  General 
Tilrac  and  du  Mefnil ,  and  generally, 
all  thofe  who  were  moft  paflionatefor 
his  greatnefs,  and  the  good  of  his  Ef- 
tate  advis'd  him.  to  give  peace  to  his 
Subje&s  of  the  Religion  pretendedly 
Reform'd,  to  heal  and  cement  that 
gaping  wound ,  which  had  run  fo 
much  bloud,  in  that  fatal  day  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  and  not  to  replunge  his 
Kingdom  in  that  gulf  of  mileries, 
wherein  it  was  almoft  readj"  to  have 
perifh'd. 

But  the  Chancellour  dV  Birague,  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorrain ,  and  his  Nephew 
the  Duke  o&Guife,  (  who  at  that  time 
had  no  little  part  in  the  efteem  and  fa- 
vour of  his  Mailer,)  and  above  all,  the 
Queen  Mother,  Catharine  de  Medfces, 
who  entirely  govern  d  him  ,  and  who 
after  the  Maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
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>^$74*  idar'd  no  longer  to  truft  the  Proteftants^ 
Thefe  I  fay,  ingag'd  him  in  the  War 
which  he  immediately  made  againft 
them,  and  which  was  unfuccefsfull  to 
him.  So  that  after  he  had  been  fhame* 
fully  repulse! ,  from  before  an  inconfide- 
rable  Town  in  Dauphine  ,  they  took 
Arms  in  all  places,  becoming  more 
fierce  and  infolent than  ever,  and  made 
extraordinary  progrefs,  both  in  that 
part,  in  Provenceyin  Langue decern  Guien- 
m\  and  Poitou. 

That  which  render'd  them  fo  pow- 
erful!, (  which  otherwife  they  had  not 
been, )  was  a  party  of  Malecontents  a- 
mongli  the  Catholiques ,  who  were 
eall'd  the  Politzques,  becaufe  without 
touching  on  Religion,  they  protefted 
that  they  took  Arms  onely  for  thepub- 
lique  good  ;  for  the  relief  and  bene- 
fit of  the  people  ;  and  to  reform  thofe 
grievances  and  diforders,  which  were 
apparent  in  the  State :  Aground,  which 
has  always  ferv'd  for  a  pretence  of  Re- 
bellion to  thofe  men,  who  have  rais'd 
themfelves  in  oppofition  to  their  Kings 
and  Maflers,  whom  God  commands 
ps  to  obey,  though  they  fliou'd  fome- 
f  iraes  even  abufe  that  power  which  he 

has 
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has  given  them,  not  to  deftroy,  or  to  ^J^j^; 
demollilh,  as  he  fpeaks  in  his  holy 
Scriptures,  but  to  edify,  that  is  to  fay, 
to  procure  the  good,  and  to  eftablifh 
the  happinefs  of  their  Subjects. 

Thefe  Politiques  then  joyn'd  them- 
felves  to  the  Huguenots,   according  to 
the  refolution  which  they  had  taken 
at  the  Aflembly  held  at  Mont pe ilk r , 
in  the  month  of  November ,  and  year 
of  our  Lord,  if  74.     Henry  de  Mont- 
morancy  Marfhal    of  Damvi/le  ,    and 
Governour    of  Languedoc ,     who  to 
maintain  himfelf  in  that  rich  Govern- 
ment, pf  which  he  was  defign'd  to  be 
bereft,  firfl  form'd  this  party  of  the 
Politiques,  into  which  he  drew  great 
numbers  of  the  Nobles,  his  partifans 
and  Friends ;  and  principally  the  Seig- 
neurs de  Thore,  and  de  Meru-Montmo- 
rancy  his  Brothers,  the  Count  de  Van- 
tadour  his  Brother  in  Law,  and  the  fa- 
mous Henry  de  la  Tour  d  Auvergn,  Vi- 
count  de  Turenne  his  Nephew  ,    who 
was  afterwards  Marflial    of  France , 
Duke  of  Bouillon ,  Sovereign  Prince  of 
Sedan,  and  the  great  Upholder  of  the 
Huguenots, 


But 
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Am.  i $7$.       But  that,  which  made  their  power 
K*/~VmKJ  fo  formidable  in  the  laft  refult  of  things, 
was  that  Monfteur,   (the  Duke  of  A- 
lanfon ,  onely  Brother  of  the  King ) 
and  the  King  of  Navarre,  detained  at 
Court,  and  not  very  favourably  trea- 
ted, having  made  their  efcape  ;  the 
firft  of  thern ,  who ,  befides  his  own 
followers,  was  joy  nd  by  a  confiderable 
part  of  Damvilles  Troops,  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  Proteftant  Army, 
which  was  at  the  fame  time  reinforced 
by  the  conjun&ion  of  great  Succours 
of  Rejters  and  Lansquenets,  whom  the 
Prince  ofConde  had  brought  fromGdr- 
many,  under  the  conduct  of  John  Cafi* 
mir,  fecondSon  to  Frederick  the  E- 
le&or  Palatine.     So  that  in  the  gene- 
ral Muller  which  was  made  of  them 
.near  Moulins  in  Bourbonnois,  their  For- 
ces were  found  to  confift  of  thirty  five 
thouiand -experienced  Souldiers,  which 
power  'tis  moll;  certain,  the  King  was 
in  no  condition  to  refill,  in  that  mife- 
rable  Eftate,  to  which  he  had  reduc  d 
himfelf,  by  the  prodigious  change  he 
\  had  made,    in  his  condud:  and  his  car- 

riage, immediately  after  his  fucceeding 
to  the  Qrown  of  France. 

He 


The  Hifiory  of  the  League.         1 1 

He  was  no  longer  that  Victorious  4*fcj$7* 
Duke  of  Anjou,  who  had  gain'd  in  the 
world  fo  high  a  reputation,  by  fo  many 
gallant  adhons  perform'd  by  him,  in 
commanding  the  Armies  of  the  King 
his  Brother,  in  quality  of  his  Lieute- 
nant General  through  the  whole  King- 
dom ;  but  as  if  m  a  .uming  tut  Crown 
of  the  firft  and  moil  ancient  Monarchy 
of  Chrillendom,  he  had  defpoil'd  him- 
felf  at  the  fame  moment,  by  fome  fa- 
tal enchantment ,  of  his  Royal  per- 
fections, he  plungd  himfelf  into  all 
the  delights  of  a  molt  ignominious 
idlenefs ,  with  his  favourites  and 
Minions ,  who  w  ere  the  Bloud-fuckers, 
the  Harpy es,  and  the  fcandalof  all 
France,  which  he  feem'd  to  have  aban- 
doned to  their  pillage  by  the  immenf- 
nefs  of  his  prodigality.  After  this  he 
rendered  himfelf  equally  odious  and 
contemptible  to  his  Subjects,  both  of 
the  one  Religion  and  the  other,  by  his 
inconftant,  and  fantaftique  manner  of 
procedure.  For  he  ran  fometimes 
from  the  extremity  of  debauchery  in- 
to a  fit  of  Religion,  with  proceilions 
and  exercifes  of  Penance,  which  were 
taken  for  Hypocrifie ,  and  then  again, 

from 
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Ann^j  &f>  from  Devotion  into  Debauchery,  as  the 
prefent  humour  carried  him  away,  and 
bufiedhimfelfina-thoufand  mean  em- 
ployments unworthy , I  fay  ,not  of  a  King 
but  of  a  man  of  common  fenfe.  All  \yhich 
Davila  the  Hiftorian,  after  his  manner 
of  drawing  every  thing  into  defign 
and  Myftery,  though  at  the  expence 
of  Truth,  has  endeavour'd  to  pafs  up- 
on u£,  for  fo  many  effedts  of  a  fubtile, 
and  over-refin'd  policy.    In  conclufion, 
to  difcharge  himfelf  of  the  burthen  of 
Royalty,  which  was  grown  wholly  in- 
fupportable  to  him  in  that  lazy  effe- 
minate fort  of  Life,  he  relinquifli'd  all 
the,cares  of  Government  to  the  Queen 
his  Mother,  who  to  continue  him  in 
that  humour,  and  by  confequence  to 
make  her  felf  abfolute  Miftrefs  of  af- 
fairs ( which  was  always  her  predo- 
minant paffion,)  fail'd  not  to  furniih 
him  from  time  to  time  with  new  baits  ~ 
and  allurements  of  voluptuoufnefs,  anck* 
all  that  was  needfull  for  the  Ihipwrack 
of  vertue  and  honour,  in  a  Court  the 
moft  diflblute  which  had  ever  been  be- 
held in  France. 

Since  it  therefore  pleas'd  the  Queen 
that  War  fliou'd  be  made  againft  the 
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Huguenots,  to  infeeble  them  as  much  f^J^ 
as  was  poflible,  that  they  might  give 
no  trouble  to  her  management  of  Bufi- 
nefs ;    So   alfo  when  ihe  faw  them 
ftrengthen'd  with   fo  formidable    an 
Army,  and  her  Son  Alanfon  at  their 
head,  flie  began  immediately  to  ap- 
prehend, that  at  length,  making  them- 
felves  Matters,  they  might  degrade 
her  from  that  Authority,  which  flie 
was  fo  ambitious  to  retain,  by  what- 
foever  means,  and   confequently  flie 
refolv'd  to  make  a  peace,  for  the  fame 
reafons,  for  which  flie  undertook  the 
War.     And  as  flie  was   undoubtedly 
the  moft  fubtile  Woman  of  her  time, 
and  had  fo  great  an  Afcendant  over  all 
her  Children,  that  they  were  not  able 
to  withftand  her,  or  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  her  artifices,  and  with- 
all  wou'd  fpare  for  nothing  to  compafs 
her  defigns  ;  flie  manag'd  fo  dexte- 
roufly  the  minds  of  the  Princes  ,    and 
cheif  Officers  of  their  Army,  in  gran- 
ting them    with    eafe   extraordinary 
Conditions,  even  fuch  as  were  beyond 
their  hope ;    that  flie  conjur'd  down 
the  Tempefl  which  was  about  to  have 
been  powr'd  upon    her    head  ,   and 
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flielterd  her  felf  at  the  coft  of  our  Re* 
ligion ,  by  the  fifth  Edi£t  of  Pacifica* 
tion,  which  was  as  advantageous  to 
the  Huguenots  as  they  cou'd  defire.  To 
whom,  amongft  other  privileges  was 
allowed  the  free  exercife  of  their  pre- 
tended Religion  in  all  the  Cities  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  in  all  other  places,  ex- 
cepting onely  the  Court  and  /V&,  and 
the  compafs  of  two  Leagues  about  that 
City.  This  peace  was  infinitely  dif- 
taftefull  to  the  Catholiquesi  becaufe  it 
ferv'd  for  a  pretence,  and  gave  a  fa- 
vourable occaiion  to  the  birth  of  a  de- 
fign  long  time  before  premeditated, 
and  hatcn  d  by  him,  who  was  the  firft 
Authour  of  that  League  whofe  Hiftory 
I  write  ,•  and  who  began  to  lay  the 
Foundations  of  it,preciiely  at  this  point 
of  time,  in  that  manner  as  ihall  imme- 
diately be  related. 
^*^*2?\  'Tis  certain  that  the  firft  perfons 
who  were  thus  AfTociated,  under  pre- 
tence of  Religion  againft  their  Sove- 
reigns were  the  Proteftants:  Then 
when  the  Prince  of  Conde  made  him- 
felf  their  conceal'd  head  at  the  Confpi- 
racy  of  Amhoife  ;  and  afterwards  o- 
vertly  declared  himfclf  in  beginning 

the 
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the  firft  troubles  by  the  furprife  of  Or-  {nn^l^ 
leans.     That  League,  (  which  always  v 
was  maintain'd  by  force  of  Arms,  by 
places  of  caution  and  fecurity,  which 
upon  conftraint  were  granted  to  the 
Huguenots,  and  by  the  treafonable  in- 
telligence they  held   with  Strangers, 
even  till  the  time  wherein  it  was  to- 
tally extinguifh'd  by   the  taking  of 
Roche  11,  and  of  their  other  Cities,  and 
fortified  places,  under  the  Reign  of  the 
late  King  of  glorious  memory,)  ob- 
liged fome  Catholiques  oftentimes,  to 
unite  themfelves  without  the  partici- 
pation of  the  King  in  certain  Provin- 
ces ,•    as  particularly ,    in  Languedoc^ 
Guyenne,  and  Poitou,  not  onely  to  de- 
fend themfelves  againfl  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Huguenots,  but  alfo  toat- 
tacque  them,  and  to  exterminate  them, 
if  they  had  been  able,  from  all  thofe 
places,  of  which  they  had  poflefs'd 
themfelves  in  thofe  Provinces.     But 
he  who  employ 'd  his  thoughts  at  the 
utmofl   ftretch  in    that   affair ,    and 
was  the  firft  who  invented  the  project 
of  a  General  League  amongft  the  Ca- 
tholiques ,  under    another  Head  than 
the  King,  was  the  Cardinal  of  Lor- 

ruin 
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rain ,    at  that  time  affifting  at  the 
Council  of  Trent. 

That  Prince,  whofe  name  is  fo  well 
known  in  Hiftory,  and  who  had  a 
mod  prompt  and  moll:  piercing  un- 
derftanding,  fiery  by  nature,  impetu- 
ous, and  violent ,  endu'd  with  a  rare, 
natural  eloquence,  more  learning  than 
cou'd  reafbnably  be  expedted  from  a 
Perfon  of  his  Quality ,  and  which  his  e- 
loquence  made  appear  to  be  much  grea^ 
ter  than  it  was;  the  boldeft  of  any 
man  alive  iti  Councils^  Cabals,  and  in 
Contrivance  of  daring  and  vaft  defigns, 
was  alfo  the  moft  pufillanimous  and 
weakeft  man  imaginable,  when  it 
came  to  the  point  of  Execution ,  and 
that  he  faw  there  was  danger  in  the 
undertaking.  But  above  all,  it  can- 
not be  denied,  that  through  the  whole 
feries  of  his  Life,  he  had  a  moft  im- 
moderate paffion  for  the  greatnefs  of 
his  Family.  Infomuch,  that  when  he 
faw  the  great  Duke  of  Guife^  his  Bro- 
ther, at  the  higheft  point  of  glory  af- 
ter the  Battel  of  Dreux,  where  it  might 
be  faid  that  he  was  the  fafeguard  of 
our  Religion,  which  depended  on  that 
day's  fuccefs,  and  that  all  the  Council 

was 
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was  fill'd  with  the  applaufe  of  that  He-  A^j  57* 
roey  for  fo  memorable  a  Victory,  which 
he  had  in  a  manner  gaind  firigly,  after 
the  defeat  and  taking  of  the  Conftable  ; 
he  believ'd  he  had  found  the  favourable 
occafion  he  fo  ardently  defir'd ,  to 
fatisfie  his  ambition  to  the  full,  by  rai- 
fing  liis  Brother  to  that  degree  of  Ho- 
nour, in  which  he  might  enjoy  a  Su- 
preme, and  Independent  Authority^ 
equal  to  the  power  of  fhe  greatelfc 
Kings. 

To  this  effed  he  was  not  wanting 
torepreferittotheHeadsofthat  Aflem- 
bly,  and  by  them  to  the  Pope ,  that 
for  the  fupport  of  Religion  ,  agaiiifl 
which  the  Heretzyues  made  fo  cruel 
War ,  particularly  in  France ,  there 
was  no  better  means,  than  to  make  a 
League  into  which  fliou'd  enter  all  the 
Princes  arid  great  men  whom  they 
cou  d  procure,  and  above  all  the  reft 
the  King  of  Spain  ^  who  wasfo  power- 
full,  and  fo  zealous  for  the  Catholi^ue 
Faith.  He  added ,  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  for  the  Tope,  to  declare  himfelf 
the  Protedour  of  it,  and  to  eled  a 
Head  of  it  in  the  Kingdom,  on  whofe 
Piety  i  Prudence ,  Valour  and  Expe- 

C  rience. 
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rience,  all  things  might  fafely  be  re- 
pos'd ;  and  whom  all  Catholiques  fliou'd 
be  under  an  obligation  to  obey,  till 
they  had  totally   extirpated  the  Hu- 
guenots.   This  propofal  was  received 
with  great   applaufe;   and  as   their 
minds  in  that  juncture  of  time  were 
wholly  prepofkfs'd  with  a  high  cha- 
racter of  the  wife  conduct,  the  perpe- 
tual felicity,  and  herokjue  vertues  of 
the  Victorious  Duke  ofGuife>  there 
was  not  the  lead   fcruple   remaining 
for  them  to  conclude ,  that  he  alone 
was  fit  to  be  the  Head  of  lo  glorious 
an  Undertaking.     But  the  fad  news  of 
his  Death,  arriving  in  the  very  upfliot 
of  that  project,  made  this  great  defign 
to  vanifh ;  which  the  Cardinal ,  who 
never  loft  the  imagination  of  it,  nor 
the  hope  to  make  it  fucceed  at  feme 
other  time,  was  not  able  %o  bring  in 
play  again  till  about  ten  or  eleven 
years  after  that  accident :    And  then 
found  the  young  Duke  of  Guzfe,  Henry 
of Lor rain ,    his  Nephew ,,  both  of  age 
and  of  capacity,  and  intirely  difpos'd 
to  its  accompliftrrnenf.     For  at  that 
time  he  proposed  warmly  the  fame  de- 
fign to  the  Pope ,    and  the  King  of 

Sj>ainy 
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Spain,  who  both  enter'd  without  dif-  f"*^}^ 
ficulty  into  his  opinion  ;  though  upon 
motives  very  different :  The  Pope,  out 
of  the  ardent  defire  he  had  to  fee 
Herefie  altogether  exterminated  from 
this  moft  Chriftian  Kingdom,  and  the 
Spaniard,  out  of  a  longing  appetite 
to  make  his  advantage  of  our  divifions, 
and  thofe  great  diforders ,  wrhich  he 
forefaw  the  League  mull  inevitably 
caufe  in  France. 

The  Duke  alfo,  on  his  fide,  who 
had  much  more  ambition,  and  much 
Ms  affection  to  the  publique  good, 
than  his  Father,  embraced  with  all  his 
Soul  fo  fair  an  occafion  as  was  there- 
by put  into  his  hand,  of  raifing  him- 
felf  immediately  to  fo  high  a  degree  of 
Power  and  Authority,  in  becoming 
Head  of  a  Party,  which  in  all  appea- 
rance wou  d  mine  all  the  others,  and 
give  Law  univerfally  to  France.  But 
the  Death  of  his  Uncle  the  Cardinal, 
which  happen  d  at  the  fame  time  , 
broke  once  more  the  meafures  of  his 
ambitious  defign,  which  notwithftan- 
ding  he  never  did  forfake,  as  being  fill-* 
ly  refolv  d  to  put  it  into  execution,  on 
the  firft  opportunity  which  ftiou'd  be 

C  %  offer'd* 
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7,7^1575.  ofTerU  Thishecou'd  not  find,  till 
two'  years  afterwards,  when  Don  John 
of  Auflria  pafsa  through  France,  to 
take  poilefiion  of  his  government  of 
the  Low  Countries.  That  Prince  who 
traveled  incognito,  and  had  already 
made  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the 
Duke  of  Cuife,  faw  him  at  Joinvi/Je, 
where  after  feme  conferences  which 
they  had  together,  without  other  wit- 
nefs,  than  John d'  Efcovedb,  Secretary 
to  Don  John,  they  made  a  Treaty  of 
alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  mu- 
tually to  aiTifl  each  other  to  their  ut- 
moil  Abilities  ,  with  their  Friends, 
their  Power  ,  and  Forces,  to  render 
themlelves  abfolute  ;  the  firft  in  his 
government  of  the  Netherlands,  the 
iecond  in  that  party,  w7hich  he  always 
hop'd  to  form  in  France,  according  to 
the  projed:  of  his  Uncle,  under  pre- 
tence of  maintaining  the  Catholique 
Religion  in  France  againft  the  Hugue- 
nots. 

Though  Hiftorians  are  filent  of  this 
Treaty  ,  I  fappofe  ,  notwithftanding, 
that  it  is  undoubtedly  true,confidering 
what  Monfieur  de  Peirefe ,  Q  a  name 
fo  celebrated  by  the  learned  )  has  writ- 
ten, 
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ten  concerning  it  in  Ills  memoires  j^""^1!!1 
which  was  grounded  on  what  was  re- 
lated to   him  by  Monficur  Ju  Vair , 
who  had  it  from  Antonio  Perez. 

For  that  famous  Confident  of  the 
Amours  betwixt  Philip  the  iecond,  and 
the  fair  Princefs of £^/i, acknowledge! 
freely  to  Prefident  du  Fair,  that  to  re- 
venge himielf  of  unfortunate  Ejco- 
<vedoy  who  at  his  return  to  Spain  woiul 
have  ruin'd  him  in  the  favour  of  the 
King,  he  gave  him  fo  well  to  under- 
iland,  that  this  Secretary  of  Don  John 
was  intruded  with  all  his  moil  fecret 
deftgns  againft  the  State ,  and  that 
having  dilcover  d  the  love  of  the  King 
his  Matter,  he  traversal  his  amorous 
intrigue,  to  ferve  the  Prince  of  Ebolty 
on  whom  he  had  dependance  ,  that 
Philip  who  made  not  the  leaft  icruple 
to  rid  himfelf  of  any  one  whom  he 
fufpected  (as  having  not  fpar'd  even 
his  Son  Don  Carlos  )  made  him  be  ai- 
iallinated.  After  which,  having  feiz'd 
his  Papers,  he  there  found  this  private 
Treaty,  together  with  the  memoires 
and  inftrudions,  containing  the  whole 
foundation,  and  all  the  minutes  of  this 
projed,  with  the  means  which  the 

C  3  Duke 


2  2         The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

Ann.  i$j6.  Duke  oiGuife  intended  to  make  ufe  of, 
to  make  his  Enterprife  fucceed  •  of 
which  that  King,  who  made  advan- 
tage of  every  thing,  mod  dexteroufly 
ferv'd  himfelf  long  time  after,  to  en- 
gage the  Duke  fo  deeply  in  his  Tnte-f 
refts,  that  he  was  never  able  to  difen- 
tangle  himfelf,  as  the  fequel  will  de-. 
clare.  But  in  the  mean  time ,  that 
Peace  fo  advantageous  to  the  Protec- 
tants, being  made  in  the  manner  a- 
bove  mentioned ;  the  Duke  beleiv'd, 
he  had  now  a  fair  occafion  to  begin 
C  by  making  life  of  the  difcontents  of 
the  Catholiques, )  the  forming  of  that 
League r,  of  which  he  intended  after- 
wards to  declare  himfelf  the  Head. 
How  he  manag'd  that  affair  ,  is  next 
to  be  related. 

Amongft  the  fecret  Articles  of  that 
Peace,  fo  favourable  to  the  Huguenots, 
there  was  one,  by  which  the  Prince 
of  Conde  had  granted  to  him  the  full 
poflcflion  of  the  Government  of  Pi- 
eardy  ;  and  befides  it,  for  his  farther 
fecurity,  the  important  City  of  Veron- 
tte,  the  Garrifon  of  which,  fhou  d  be 
rnaintaind at  the  Rings  expence.  The 
Gayernour  of  Teronne^  at  that  time , 

was 
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was  Jaques,  Lord  of  Humieres,  Encre,  ^^  57& 
Bray,  and  many  other  places,  who  by 
other  large  pofleffions  of  his  own,  and 
the  Governments  of  Roye,  and  of 'Mont- 
didier,  added  to  Teronne,  was  with- 
out difpute  the  moft  confiderable,  the 
wealthieft,  and  moft  powerfull  Lord 
of  all  Pkardy.  Befides,  that  being  of 
an  illuftrious  Birth  ,  and  Son  of  the 
Wife  and  Valiant  John  d'  Humieresy 
Q  who  had  been  Lieutenant  of  the  King 
in  Piemont,  and  Governour  to  King 
Henry  the  Second, )  he  was  refpe&ed, 
lov'd  and  obey'd  in  that  Province, 
where  he  was  in  a  manner  abfolute, 
both  by  the  great  Authority  of  his  own 
merit,  and  that  which  was  derived  to 
him  from  his  Father, 

This  Nobleman ,  having  formerly 
been  ill  us'd  by  the  Lords  of  Montmo- 
rency ,  then  in  power ;  and  having 
been  hinder'd  by  them,  from  entring 
into  pofleffion  of  a  fair  Inheritance  , 
which  he  claim'd,  as  rightfully  belong- 
ing to  him,  had  put  himfelfinto  the 
interefts  of  the  former  great  Duke  of 
Guife,  a  declared  Enemy  of  the  Hugue- 
nots. And  that  Prince,  to  bind  more 
firmly  to  his  party,  to  the  caufeof  Re- 
C  4  ligion* 
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Am.  157?-  ligion,  and  to  his  Family,  aPerfon  fa 
'  confiderable,  had  procured  him  to  be 
Knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Michael,  at 
that  famous   promotion  which    was 
made  by  Francis  the  Second  ,   on  the 
Feaft  of  St.  Michael \  in  the  year  1 560, 
Infomuch   that  the  young  Duke  of 
Guife  doubted  not,  that  the  concern- 
ment which  this  Lord  had  to  maintain 
himfelf  in  the  Government  of  Veronney 
join  d  in  the  prefent  poflure  of  affairs 
with  zeal,  either  true  or  apparent,  for 
Religion,  and  the  particular  obligati- 
ons  he  had  to  the  Houfe  of  Guife  , 
would  render  him  capable  to  be  dif- 
pos'd  of  abiblutely,  in  the  execution 
of  that  high  enterprife ,  on  which  he 
was  himfelf  refolv'd ;   it  feeming  to 
him  that  he  cou'd  never  expect  a  bet- 
ter opportunity ,  and  that  all  things 
were  confpiring  in  his  favour. 
,  In  efieft  there  was  nothing  wanting 
that  cou'd  poffibly  concur ,  either  of 
good  or  ill ,    to  make  that  fucceed  , 
which  he  had  refolv'd  fo  firmly    for 
tw©  years  together  ;    and  which  in 
procefs  of  time  was  capable  of  raifmg 
him  to  a  higher  pitch  of  greatnefs, 
than  at  prefent  he  cou'd  poflibly  con- 
ceive. 
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eeive,  how  vaft  foever,  thofe  ideas  of ^%JjZ^ 
power  and  authority  were,  with  which 
he  flatter'd  his  ambitious  imagination. 
He  was  a  Prince,  at  that  time,  in  the 
flower  and  vigour  of  his  age,  which 
was  about  thirty  years  ;  furnilh'd  with 
all  thofe  admirable  qualities  and  per- 
fections both  of  Soul  and  Body,  which 
are  mod    capable  of  s  charming  the 
Hearts,  and  acquiring  an  abfolute  em- 
pire over  the  Souls  of  the  people,  who 
were  even  enchanted  with  his  graces, 
amd  almoft  idoliz'd  his  perfon.    For  he 
was  tall  of  Stature ,  excellently  well 
proportioned ,   altogether   refembling 
what  is  commonly  attributed  to  Heroes^ 
having  the  features  of  his  face  of  a 
Mafculine  Beauty,  his  Eyes  fparkling 
and  full  of  Fire,  but  whofe  lively  and 
piercing  motion  was  tempered  with  a 
certain  kind  of  fweetnefs-    His  fore- 
head large,  fmooth,  and  at  all  times 
ferene,   accompanied  with  an  agree- 
able fmile  of  his  mouth,  which  charm'd 
even  more  than  thofe  obliging  words , 
of  which  he  was  not  fparing  to  thofe 
who  prefs'd  about  him ;  his  complex- 
ion lively,  white  and  red  ;  and  which 
jhat  honourable  Scar   remaining  of 

the 
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Jim.  iw6.  the  wound  he  had  received  by  a  Piftol 
v^Nrs^  Bullet  on  his  left  Cheek,  (  when  he  de- 
feated a  party  of  the  Reittr$otCafimiry 
which  William  de  Montmorency  y  Sieur 
de  Thore,  conduced  to  the  Duke  of 
Alanfon^ )  heightn  d  to  much  more  ad- 
vantage, than  all  the  ornaments  which 
the  vanity  of  Women  has  invented  to 
add  a  luilre  to  their  Beauty.  His  walk 
was  grave  and  ftately ;  yet  neither  Pride 
nor  affe&ation  appeared  in  it.  In  all 
his  Garb  there  was  a  certain  inexpref- 
fible  air  of  heroique  greatnefs,  which 
was  made  up  of  fweetnefs  ,  audacity 
and  a  noble  haughtinefs,  without  any 
thing  of  Shocking ,  or  ungracefull  in 
his  whole  compofition.  Which,  altoge- 
ther, infpir'd  a  mixture  of  love,  of 
awe,  and  of  refped:  into  his  conven- 
tion, 

This  admirable  outfide  was  anima- 
ted with  an  infide  yet  more  wonder- 
full,  by  reafim  of  thofe  excellent  qua- 
lities which  lie  pollefs'd,  of  a  Soul  that 
was  truly  great ;  being  liberal ,  mag- 
nificent in  ail  things,  iparing  nothing 
to  make  Dependents,  and  to  gain  per- 
fons  of  all  forts  of  conditions  ,•  but  prin- 
cipally the  Nobility ,  and  the  Soul- 

diers  ; 
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diersjcivil^obliging^opular ,always  rea-  ^n^J2^ 
dy  to  doe  good  to  thofe  who  addrefs'd 
themfelvesto  him;  generous, magnani- 
mous, not  to  be  mov'd  to  injure  any 
man  ;  no  not  to  hurt  even  his  greateit 
Enemies,  but  by  honourable  ways;  ex- 
tremely perfuafive  in  difcourfe,  dif- 
guifinghis  thoughts,  when  he  appeared 
moll  open ;  wile  and  prudent  in  his 
Counfells,  bold,  prompt  and  valiant 
in  the  execution  of  them ,  chearfully 
enduring  all  the  hardfliips  of  War,  in 
common  with  the  meaneft  Soldier, 
expofing  his  perfon,  and  contemning 
the  greateft  dangers,  to  compafs  what 
he  had  once  determind.  But  that 
which  gave  the  greateft  luftre  to  fo 
many  noble  qualities,  was  the  quite 
contrary  of  all  thefe,  in  the  perfon  of 
the  King;  who,  by  his  ill  condud, 
rather  than  his  ill  fortune,  had  loft  the 
affe&ion  of  the  greateft  part  of  France y 
and  chiefly  of  the  Partfians^  wThich  by 
the  higheft  diforder,  that  cou'd  poflibly 
happen  in  a  State,  was  already  trans- 
ferred to  him?  who,  from  his  fubje£b 
began  openly  to  appear  his  Rival,  in 
the  thing  of  the  World,  whereof  Mo- 
narchs  are,  and  ought  to  be,  moft  jea- 
lous, But 
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But  as  there  is  no  Mine  of  Gold, 
where  the  pretious  Metal  is  fo  wholly 
pure,  as  to  be  found  unmix'd  with 
common  Earth,  fo  were  thefe  great 
natural  endowments  of  the  Duke  of 
Guife  debas'd  by  the  mixture  of 
many  imperfections  and  vices;  of 
which  the  principal  was  theinfatiable 
defire  of  greatnefs  and  of  glory ,  and 
that  vail  Ambition,  to  which  he  made 
all  other  things  fubfervient.  Befides 
which,  he  was  ralli,  prefumptuous, 
felf-conceited,  wedded  to  his  own  o- 
pinions,  and  defpifing  the  advice  of  o- 
thers ,  ( though  that  more  covertly,) 
fubtile,  unfincere,  no  true  friend,  but 
centring  all  things  in  his  own  interefl; 
though  he  appear'd  the  moft  obliging 
and  the  moft  officious  of  all  men,  yet 
the  good  he  did,  was  onely  in  order 
to  himfelf,  always  covering  his 
vaft  defigss,  by  the  fpecious  pretence 
of  publique  good,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  true  Religion :  too  much 
confiding  in  his  own  good  fortune, 
looting  and  hoodvvincking  himfelf 
in  his  profperity,  which  gave  him 
fuch  a  gull  of  the  prefent  pleafure, 
that  he  cou'd  not  think  of  taking  his 

pre- 
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precautions  for  the  future;   to  con-^J^- 
clude  ,   giving  up  himfelf  too  much 
to  the  love  of  Women,  of  whom  ne- 
verthelefs ,    without  their  being  able 
to  divert  him  from  the  care  he  took 
of  his  great  concern ,    he  dextroufly 
made  ufe  to  advance  it  by  their  means 
and  without  their  knowing  that  they 
were  his  Inftruments.    Yet  in  lpight 
of  all  thefe  vices,  which  were  indeed 
molt  fubtly  managed,  or  difguis'd  un- 
der the  moll  fair  appearances  ,    and 
veiTd  with  a  profound  diffimulation, 
his  vermes  at  the  fame  time  glittering, 
and  blazing  over  all  the  World ,  he 
was  univerfally  ador  d  and  lov*d,  par- 
ticularly by  the  Tartfians ;  and  even 
they,  who  knowing  him  at  the  bot- 
tom cou  d  not  love  him,  yet  cou  d  not 
hinder  themfelves  from  admiring  him ; 
which  doubtlefs  is  a  moft  uncommon 
thing,  that  a  man  lhoud  be  able  at 
the  lame  time,  to  deferve  and  gain 
the  peoples  love,  and  the  admiration 
of  thofe  who  were  fo  clear  fighted,  as 
to   difcover  his    imperfe&ions    and 
vices. 

Such  was  the  famous  Duke  of  Guifey 
whom  that  amiable  mark  of  the  Pif- 

tol 


go  The  Hiftory  of  the  League 

fnr^$2?\  tol  Bullet,  which  as  I  faid  he  received 
'  in  defeating  fome  Troops  oiCalvinifls 
and  Rebels,  caus'd  to  be  furnam'd, 
THE  SCARKD.  And  who,  in 
thofe  times,  of  which  I  Write ,  found 
all  things  Efficiently  difpos'd  to  the 
execution  of  his  enterprife.  For  he 
found  the  Catholiques  provok'd  to  his 
hand  ,  by  thofe  advantages  which 
newly  were  granted  to  the  Huguenots, 
the  people  diflatisfi'd ,  and  weary  of 
the  Government,  not  able  to  endure, 
that  the  wealth  of  the  Nation  fhou  d 
be  iquander'd  on  the  Kings  Favourites, 
whom  they  called  the  Minions :  the 
genius  of  Queen  Catharine ,  pJeas'd 
with  troubles,  and  even  procuring 
them  to  render  her  felf  neceflary,  to 
the  end  that  recourfe  might  be  had  to 
her  for  Remedies ;  the  Princes  of  the 
bloud  become  fufpefted  and  odious  to 
the  three  orders  of  the  Kingdom,  ei- 
ther for  favouring  the  Huguenots,  or 
for  being  publiquely  declared  Calvi- 
ntfls,  thereby  renouncing  the  Catho- 
lique  faith,  as  the  King  of  Navarre, 
and  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  openly 
done  ;  the  King  fain  into  the  con- 
tempt of  his  Subje&s ,  after  having 
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loft  their  love  ;  himfelf ,  on  the  con-  j™^]*- 
trary,  lov'd  and  ador'd  by  the  people, 
worfhip  d    by  the  Parisians,  followed 
by  the  Nobility,  indear'd  to  the  Sol- 
diers, having  in  his  Interefts  all  the 
Princes  of  his  Family  ,   powerfull  in 
Offices  and  Governments,  the  multi- 
tude of  his  Creatures,  whom  his  own 
generofity ,   and  that  of  his  Father  , 
had  acquir'd  himj  the  favour  of  the 
Pope,  the  affiftance  of  the  Spaniard^ 
ready  at  hand  to  bear  him  up,  and  a- 
bove  all  the  feeming  Juftice  of  hiscaufe, 
which  he  induftrioufiy  made  known 
to  all  the  world,  to  be  that  of  Religion 
alone,  whereof,  in  the  general  opini- 
on, he  was  the  Protedtour  and  the  Pil- 
lar j  and  for  the  maintenance  of  which 
it  was  believ'd ,  that  he  had  devoted 
himfelf  againft  the  Huguenots ,  who 
had  enterpriz'd  to  abolilh  it  in  the 
Kingdom.    But  the  laft  motive  which 
fix'd  his  relblution  ,     was    the    ex- 
treme rancour  he  had  againft  the  King, 
one  of  whofe  intimate  Confidents  he 
had  been  formerly,  and  who  had  now 
abandond  him ,  by  changing  on  the 
fudden  the  whole  manner  of  his  Con- 
dud,  and  giving  himfelf  entirely  up 

to 
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to  his  Minions  ^  who  omitted  no  oc* 
cafion  of  ufing  the  Duke  unworthily : 
For  difdain,  which  is  capable  of  hur- 
rying to  the  laft  extremities  the  grea- 
teft  Souls,  and  the  mbft  fenfible  in 
point  of  Honour,  made  hatred  to  fuc- 
ceed  his  firft  inclinations  againfl  him 
whom  already  he  defpis  d ;  and  hatred 
and  contempt  being  joyn  d  with  Am- 
bition, inceffantly  puih'd  him  for- 
wards, to  makehimlelf  the  head  of  a 
Party  fo  powerfull  as  that  of  the 
League,  which  pafs'd  for  Holy  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  to  avail  hin> 
felf  of  fo  fair  an  opportunity  to  form 
it. 

For  this  effed,  he  immediately  eaus'd 
a  proje£t  to  be  formally  drawn,  which 
his  Emifiaries  fhou'd  endeavour  to 
fpread  about  the  Kingdom  amongft 
thofe  Catholiques  who  appear  d  the 
mofl  zealous  and  moft  fimple  i  and 
thofe  who  were  known  to  be  the  moll 
addi&ed  to  the  Houfe  of  Guife :  in 
this  Breviate  which  they  were  oblig'd 
to  fubfcribe,  they  promised  by  Oath, 
to  obey  him  who  fhou'd  be  eleded 
head  of  that  holy  Confederacy ,  which 
was  made  for  maintaining  of  the  Ca- 
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Sholique  Religion  ,  to  caufe  due  obedi-  f  n^*Zf' 
ence  to  be  render  d  to  the  King  and  his 
Succeflburs,  yet  without  prejudice  to 
what  iliou  d  be  ordain  d  by  the  three 
Mates  y  and  to  reftore  the  Kingdom 
to  its  original  Liberties*  which  it  en- 
joy'd  under  the  Reign  ofClovis. 

At  the  firft  there  were  found  few 
Perfons  of  Quality  ,  and  fubftantial 
Citizens  of  Paris,  who  wou'd  venture 
to  fubfcribe  to  that  Aflbeiation,  be- 
caufe  it  was  hot  preeifely  known,  who 
wou'd  dare  to  declare  himfelf  the  Head 
of  it:  befides,vthat  by  the  vigilance 
of  the  firft:  Prefident  Chriftopher  de 
Thouy  it  was  firft  difeover'd,  then  dif- 
fipated ,  and  at  kft  diiTolv'd  with  eafe, 
with  all  thofe  fecret  Affemblies,  which 
were  already  held  in  feveral  quarters 
of  the  Town  for  ent ring  fuch  perfons 
into  that  infant  League,  whom  either 
their  Malice,  their  falfe  Zeal,  or  their 
Simplicity  cou  d  ingage.  But  the  Duke 
ofGuzJe  haying  fent  his  projed:  to  the 
Sieur  d*  Humieres,  6f  whom  he  held 
himfelf  aflur'd,  that  Lord,  (who  be- 
fides  his  obligation  to  the  Houfe  of 
Guife,  had  alio  his  particular  interefly 
find  that  of  no  iefs  Confequence  than 
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the  maintaining  himfelf  in  his  Govern- 
ment of  Feronne ;  which  was  taken 
from  him  by  the  Edid:  of  May,  and  that 
important  place,  ordered  to  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Prince  of  Conde^)  ma- 
naged the  affair  fo  well,  by  the  credit 
he  had  in  that  Province,  that,  as  the 
Ticards  have  always  been  zealous  for 
the  ancient  Religion,  he  ingag'd  almoft; 
all  the  Towns,  and  all  the  Nobility 
of  Ticardy  to  declare  openly,  that  they 
wou'd  not  receive  the  Prince  ofConde, 
becaufe  as  it  was  urg'd  m  the  Manif eft  oy 
which  was  publifh'd  to  juftifie  their 
refufal  of  him ,  that  they  certainly 
knew  he  was  refolv'd  to  abolifli  the  Ca- 
tholique  Faith,  and  ejftabliili  Cahinifm 
throughout  all  Pkardj. 

'Tis  mod  certain  that  they  wou'd 
never  be  indued  to  receive  that  Prince 
into  Teronne,  or  any  other  part  of  that 
Government ;  and  that  to  maintain 
themfelves  againfl  all  thofe  who  wou'd 
undertake  to  oblige  them  by  force,  to 
obfervethat  Article  of  the  Peace,  which 
they  never  wou'd  accept,  the  Ticards 
were  the  iirffc  to  receive,  by  common 
agreement,  and  to  publifh  in  feronne 
the  Treaty  of  the  League,  in  twelve 
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Articles,  in  which  the  mod  prudent  ^^jiZ^ 
of  the  Catholiciues  themfelves,  toge- 
ther with  the  Illuftrious  President  Chri- 
ftopher  de  Thou,  obferv'd  many  things 
which  dire&ly  fhock'd  the  mod  Holy 
Laws  both  Divine  and  Humane. 

For  'tis  obvious  in  the  iirfl  Article, 
that  theCatholique  Princes,  Lords  and 
Gentlemen,  invoking  the  name  of  the 
Holy  Trinity ,  make  an  Aflbciation 
and  League,  offenfive  and  defenfive, 
betwixt  themfelves,  without  the  per- 
miffion,  privity,  or  confent  of  their 
King,  and  a  King  who  was  a  Catfc> 
lique  as  w7ell  as  they  ;  which  is  direct- 
ly oppofite  to  the  Law  of  God,  who 
ordains  that  Subjects  ihould  fubmit 
themfelves,  and  be  united  to  their  So- 
vereign, as  members  to  their  Head  : 
even  though  he  fhoud  exceed  his 
bounds  and  be  a  Tyrant,  provided 
that  there  be  no  manifeft  fiii,  in  what 
they  are  commanded  to  obey. 

In  the  fecond,  they  refufe  to  render 
obedience  to  the  King,  unlefs  it  be  con- 
formable to  the  Articles  which  fhall  be 
prefented  to  him  by  the  States,which  it 
fhall  not  be  lawfull  for  him  to  contra* 
di£t  1  or  to  adfc  any  thing  in  prejudice 
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of  them.  5Tis  evident  that  this  over- 
throws the  confutation  of  the  Monar- 
chy, to  eftablifh  in  its  place  a  certain 
kind  of  Ariftocracy ,  againft  one  of 
our  fundamental  Laws,  which  ordains 
that  the  States  fhou'd  have  onely  a  de- 
liberative voice  for  the  drawing  up  of 
their  Petitions  into  Bills,  and  then  to 
prefent  them  with  all  humility  to  the 
King,  who  examines  them  in  his  Coun- 
cil, and  afterwards  pafles  what  he  finds 
to  be  juft  and  reafonable.  They  give 
not  Law  to  him,  who  is  their  Matter, 
and  their  Head,  as  the  Ele&ours  of  the 
Empire,  by  certain  capitulations  do  to 
the  Emperours  of  Germany,  who  are 
indeed  the  Heads,  but  not  the  Mailers 
of  the  Empire ;  but,  on  the  contrary 
they  receive  it  from  their  King,  to 
whom  they  onely  make  mod  humble 
AddrefTes,  in  the  Bills  which  they  pre- 
fent to  him. 

In  the  third  Article  the  Aflbciates 
aflame  to  themfelves,  to  be  Mailers 
of  the  State,  while  under  pretence  of 
reforming  it,  they  ridiculoufly  take 
upon  them  to  abrogate  the  Laws  ob- 
ferv'd  by  our  Anceftours,  in  thefecond 
and  third  race  of  our  Kings,  and  woi^d 
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eftablifh  the  cuflomes  and  ufances,  fnJ^^ 
which  were  pradtif  d  in  the  time  of 
Clovu  :  which  is  juft  the  fame  thing 
that  certain  Enthuiiafts  fometimes  have 
attempted  in  the  Church,  who  under 
the  fpecious  names  of  the  Reformed 
and  Primitive  Church,  endeavour- 
ed to  revive  fome  ancient  Canons  , 
which  now  for  many  ages  have  not 
been  obferv'd  ;  and  gave  themfelves 
the  liberty  to  condemn  the  practices, 
and  cuflomes  authoriz'd  by  the  Church, 
of  remifnefs,  and  abufe;  fince  it  be- 
longs onely  to  the  Church,  according 
to  thediverfity  of  times,  and  of  occa- 
sions, to  make  new  regulations,  in  its 
Government  and  Difcipline,  without 
touching  the  capital  points,  that  re- 
late to  the  Eflentials  of  Religion. 

To  conclude,  from  the  tqurth  Arti- 
cle to  the  twelfth ,  there  are  yifible 
all  the  marks,and  the  fouled  characters 
of  a  Rebellion,  form'd  and  undertaken 
againft  their  Prince,  particularly  where 
there  is  promisd  an  exaft  obedience 
in  all  things,  to  the  Head,  whom  they 
iliall  eled ;  and  that  they  will  employ 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his  fervice  ; 
that  in  all  Provinces  they  will  levy 
JD  2  Souldiers, 
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Souldiers,  and  raife  money,  for  the 
fopport  of  the  common  caufe  ;  and 
that  all  thofe  who  ihall  declare  them- 
felves againft  the  League,  ihall  be  vi- 
goroufly  profecuted  by  the  Aflbciates, 
who  {hall  revenge  themfelves  without 
exception  of  perfon;  which  in.  the 
true  meaning,  is  no  other  thing,  than 
the  fetting  up  a  fecond  King  in  France 
inoppofition  to  the  firft ;  againft  whom 
they  eng^g'd  themfelves  to  take  Arms 
in  thele  terrible  words,  without  ex- 
ception ofperfcn,  in  cafe  he  fhould  go 
about  to  hinder  fo  criminal  an  ufiirpa- 
tion  of  his  Royal  Authority. 

Such  was  the  Copy  of  the  League, 
in  thofe  twrelve  Articles  which  were 
Printed  and  difpers'd  through  all  Chri- 
ftendom,  as  we  are  informed  by  an 
Authour  who  was  contemporary  to  it; 
and  has  given  it  at  large,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  the  War  under  Henry  the  Fourth  : 
But  being  conceived  in  certain  terms 
which  are  too  bold,  and  which  mani- 
feftly  {hock  the  Royal  Majefty,  Mon- 
fieur  <T  Humieres  a  prudent  man,  re- 
duced them  into  a  form,  incompara- 
bly lefs  odious,  in  which  preferving 
the  Eflentials  of  the  League,  of  which 

he 
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he  was  Head  in  Fkardyjae  appears,not- 
withftanding,  to  do  nothing,  but  by 
the  authority,  and  for  the  fervice  of 
the  King. 

Now  as  it  is  extremely  important 
to  underftand  throughly  this  Treaty  of 
Peranne,  from  which  the  League  had 
its  beginning,  which  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  our  Authours,  and  the  Ori- 
ginal of  which  I  have,  as  it  was  fign'd 
by  almoft  two  hundred  Gentlemen, 
and  after  them,  -by  the  Magiitrates, 
and  Officers  of  Peronne  ;  I  thought  I 
ihou  d  gratifie  my  Readers  by  commu- 
nicating to  them  a  piece  fo  rare  and  fo 
Authentique,  which  has  luckily  fallen 
inte  my  hands.  They  will  be  glad  to 
fee  in  it  the  Genius,  the  reach,  and 
the  policy  of  that  dextrous  Governour, 
and  Lieutenant  to  the  King,  who  in 
declaring  himfelf  Head  of  the  League 
in  his  Province,  and  procuring  it  to 
be  fign'd  by  fo  great  a  number  of  Gen- 
tlemen, took  lo  much  care  to  make 
it  manifell,  at  leaft  in  appearance,  that 
he  intended  always  to  give  to  Ccefar 
what  belong  d  to  Cafar,  and  that 
the  Imperial  rights  ihould  be  invio- 
lably preferv  d  in  that  Treaty.    For 
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they  proteft  in  all  their  Articles,  and 
that  with  all  manner  of  refped:  in  the 
jpoft  formal  terms,  that  nothing  fhall 
be  done,  but  with  his  good  liking,  and 
by  his  Orders,  though  in  purluance 
of  this,  all  things  were  manag'd 
to  a  quite  contrary  end.  But  it  fre- 
quently happens  that  men  engage 
themfeives  with  an  honeft  meaning^and 
$reled  by  motives  of  true  zeal,  infome 
affairs,  whereof  they  forefee  not  the 
dangerous  confluences,  which  pro- 
duce fuch  pernicious  effe&s,  as  never 
enter d  into  their  firft  imagination. 

Behold  then,  this  Treaty  in  eighteen 
Articles,  together  with  the  fubicripti- 
9ns  of  the  Gentlemen  and  Officers, 
whereof  forne  are  written  in  fuch  awk- 
ward Characters,  and  fo  little  legible, 
that  I  could  never  have  unriddled  them, 
without  the  ailiftencepf  aperfon  very 
skilli4ll  in  that  difficult  art  of  deciphe- 
ring all  forts  of  ancient  writing.  I 
mean  Dm  John  Herkart  an  ancient 
man  in  Holy  Orders,  of  the  Abbey  of 
St.  Nicholas  aux  Bois  in  Fkardy ;  who 
having  labour'd  to  place  in  their  due 
order,  and  to  copy  out  the  Titles  and 
Authentique  pieces  of  many  ancient 
~~  Mona- 
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Monafteries,  applies himfelf at  prefent,  ^™^™1 
by  permiflion  from  my  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Laon  his  fuperiqur,  to  a  work  fo  ne- 
ceflary  in  the  Treafury  of  Chartres> 
and  in  the  famous  Library  of  the  Ab- 
bey Royal  of  St.  Vittor  of  Paris,  where 
he  has  found  wherewithall  to  exercife 
the  talent  of  the  mod  knowing,  on 
a  great  number  pf  Titles,  of  more  than 
fix  hundred  years  (landing,  and  above 
three  thoufand  Manufcripts ,  of  the 
rareft  and  molt  Ancient  fort,  which 
compofe  the  moft  pretious  part  of  that 
excellent  and  renowned  Library,  *Tis 
then  to  this  manY  induftry  that  I  am 
owing  for  this  piece ;  and  to  deal  fin- 
cerely,  fo  as  not  to  pafs  my  conje&ures 
on  the  Reader  for  folid  truths,  I  have 
left  Blanks  for  two  of  their  names, 
becaufe  the  letters  which  composed 
them ,  coud  never  be  certainly  diftin 
guiftiU 
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ytw>  I  $77, 

The  Affociation,  made  betwixt 
the  Princes,  Lords,  Gentle- 
men and  others,  as  well  of 
the  tote  Ecclefiaftique,  as 
of  the  Noblefle  and  third 
Eftate,  Subjects  and  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Countrey  of 
Picardy. 

|B  tfje  Bmm  of  t&e  |>oIp  Ctinitp, 
I  ano  of  tge  Communication  oftlje 

p|ettOU0  boOp  Of  Jeius  Chrift.    Wit 

ftaoe  p?omi0'O  ana  ftoom  upon  tfje  |)o* 
IpWpefg,  ano  upon  our  lioesi,  lj)o* 
fiours,  ano  Cffateg  to  purfue,  ana 
fceep  inttolablp  tfje  t&ingss  Serein  a* 
geeeo,  ano  op  m  fubfcribeO,  on  pain 
of  beingfoi  eoetoeclareo  fo?ftno?n  ano 
infamous,  ano  beio  to  be  men  immi< 
tfjp  of  all  ®entttitp  ano  honour* 

lira  of  all,  it  being  fenoton,  tljat 
tfje  great  practices  ano  Confpiracieg, 
tnaoe  againtt  tfje  Jjonour  of  ®oo,  tfje 
i>oip  Catfjoficft  Cfjutcfj,  ano  againff 
tfje  Cffate  ano  sponatcijp  of  tfjts 

Eeafm 
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Eealm  of  France ,  as  foell  up  fome 
Subjects  of  t&e  fame  ass  bp  if  ojeifftter & 
ano  t&e  lonrj;  ano  continual  tears  ano 
Cibil  oibiOons  baoe  fo  mucb  tocaltcitr 
eo  our  fttnotf  ano  reouc'o  tljem  to 
fucb  neceflitp,  tljat  it  is  no  longer  pop 
fibie  fo?  tljem  of  tfjemfeloes  to  futtairc 
tfje  erpence  convenient  ano  erpebient 
fo?  tbe  p?efetoation  of  our  EeIigion,no? 
hereafter  to  maintain  us  ttnoer  tfjetr 
protection  infuretp  of  cur  per  tons,  fa- 
milies, ano  fortunes,  in  tobtcfjuie  babe 
6eretofo?e  receibeo  fo  mucb  iofs  ano 
oamage* 

2Be  babe  jtrogeo  it  to  be  molt  ne* 
celfarp  ano  feafonable,  to  renoer, 
in  tbe  firl!  place,  tbe  honour  Wti)  toe 
otoe  to  <$oo,  to  tbe  manutentton  of 
ourCatboIiqueBeltgiott,  ano  ebento 
njeoj  our  femes  mo?e  affectionate  fo? 
tbe  p?eferbation  of  ity  tban  fuel)  as 
are  tftapeo  from  tfre  jycoo  Eeltgion, 
are  fo?  tjje  aooancement  of  a  neto  ano 
falfe  opinion* 

8nO  to  tbt'S  effect,  foe  ffoear  ano 
p?omife,  to  employ  our  femes  toitb  all 
our  potoers  to  reflo?e  ano  to  maintain 
tbe  erercife  of  our  faio  Catljolique, 
8poff  clique  ano  Eoman  Eeilgion,  in 
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Anm  1^77.  tu&tc^  foe  ana  our  piefceceffourg  babe 
'•^V"^  been  etmcateo,  ana  in  iobtcbtoe  refoibe 
to  libe  anti  Die* 

3nti  toe  fioeae  anu  pjomife  alfo  all 
obetitence,  bonoue  ami  moft  bumble 
ferbice,  to  fting  Henry  noto  reigning, 
tobom  #09  bass  giben  ug  fo?  our  8>o-- 
bereignfomganti  Loin,  lawfully  cal* 
lea,  by  tbe  iato  of  tbe  fting&om,  to 
tljefnccefllon  of  W  p?e&eceuour&  anu 
after  $m  to  all  tbe  poftettty  of  tbe 
$)ottfe  of  Valois,  anbotbetg  Mo  after 
tbofe  of  tbe  fatti  boufe  of  Valois,  fijafl 
be  calleo  by  tbe  law  of  tlje  Kealm  to 
tbe  toton* 

8n&  upon  tbe  obebience  anti  terbtce 
t^btcb  tee  are  obliges  by  all  manner  of 
rlgf)t0  to  rentier  to  our  fatti  l&tn^  Hen- 
ry note  reigning,  toe  fartbee  p^omife  to 
employ  out*  libes  anti  foituneg,  fo?  tlje 
Pieferbation  of  big  autbojity,  anti  exe- 
cution of  fucb  cpmmantimettt&  ass  by 
btm  ann  bte  lieutenant  generals  o? 
otbets  batting  poteee  ftom  bint,  ujall 
be  maoe  to  uss,  ass  tuell  fo?  maintain- 
ing tbe  onely  eretcife  of  tfje  Catbo* 
Itque,  apoff  clique  anu  EomanEeltgi* 
on  in  France,  a0  foj  banging  toreafon 
anu  full  fubmfflion  W  Eebellioug 

Subjects 
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£>i\hiz<X&  b  fott&out  acfenoffleoamff  anp 
otbet  tobomfoeoet,  tban  btmfelf,  ano 
fttcb  ag  u)all  be  up  bint  fet  ineommano 
ooet  U0* 

3no  fo?afmucb  as  bp  tfje  oroOnefs 
of  out  faio  mind;  ano  ©ooeceign  £o?o, 
it  batb  pleafeo  bimto  ooe  fo  mucb  ucoti 
to  all  ^1$  Subjects  of  W  Eealm,  as 
toconuofce  tbem  to  arjenetal  MzmUp 
of  all  tbe  £)?0ets  ano  Cffates  of  it, 
tljetebp  to  onoetffanu  all  tbe  com* 
plaints  ano  rjtiebances  of  fjis  fata 
^ubretts,  ano  to  mafceagcoo  ano  %& 
Ip  ftefo?mation  of  tbe  abufes  ano  Off* 
o?oets  tiJbicb  babe  continueo  of  alonrj 
time  in  t&e  fato  Eealm,  boping  tljat 
<£ou  toll  gibe  us  fome  #0)0  tefoluti* 
ons,  bp  tbe  means  of  fo  gooo  ano 
Steat  an  aifemblp,  toe  p?omtfe,  aiio 
ffoeat  to  employ  out  Hues  ano  fo?* 
tunes,  fo?  tbe  entite  petfo?mance  of 
tlje  Eefolution  of  tbe  fato  Ctfates  * 
in  tbat  efpeciallp  tobicbtbalioepeno  oti 
tbetetention  of  out  Catbolique,  3po* 
ffolique  ano  Eoman  Eeligton ,  tbe 
p?efetoatton  of  tbe  gteatnefs  ano  au* 
tbo?ttpof  outfeing,  tbegaffi  ano  quiet 
of  out  Counttep,  all  of  tbis  nottmtb' 
ff  anomjj,  fentbout  p?etuntce  to  out  Li* 
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ArmiM.  berttejs  mm  ancient  iftancljife^,  fnbicb 
foe  unoetffaitO  to  be  alfoapg  main- 
tains ano  p?efettfs  ftfflj?  ann  entire* 

anti  fartbet  to  tbe  tSza  abobefato, 
all  of  u0  ftiljo  babe  beteuntafubfetibfy 
p?omtfe  to  keep  out  felbeg  tit  a  teabt* 
ttefs,  toell  atm'o,  mounteo,  ann  ac* 
companies  acceding  to  out  CvuaUtte^* 
uttmetiiatelp  upon  abbettifement  gibett 
u&toput  in  execution  tbat  fobicb  ujall 
be  comntanoen  on  tbepatt  of  tbe  &ing 
out  fato  ®obereignLo?u,  bp  W  JLfeu-- 
tenant  generate,  o?  otberg  babing 
from  bint  potoec  ano  3utbo?itp,  as 
toeli  fo?  tbe  p?efetbation  of  out  p?o- 
bince,  as  fo?  going  otbettobete,  if  it 
be  n&ofuil  fo?  tbe  p?eferbation  of  out: 
fato  Eeligion,  ano  fetbice  of  W  fain 
^ateff  v. 

flBitbout  its  being  latofuft  o?  pee* 
ntitteo  to  Gentlemen,  to  place  t&em* 
femes  o?tahe  employment  unoee  otbet 
Cometh,  tban  tljcfe  of  tbe  $>eao,  o? 
t^z  /Bau>tiMS,  tit  toljicb  tbep  fijall 
be  refioent,  tmlefs  bp  petmiulon  ana 
leabe  of  tbe  &tng,  o?  U$  lieutenant, 
o?  at  ieaji  of  tlje|)eao  €lza  of  tbe  fait? 

aiTOCiatiOitj  tObO  t'S  Monfieur  de  Hu- 
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mieres,  to  tWljOttt  foe  p?Qtttife  tO  tttfiXt 

allbonoutanb  obebience, 

Co  tbe  Council  (o?  affiffance)  of 
tofjom  flbail  be  be  call's  ann  empJopti, 
fie  of  tbe  principal  Gentlemen  of  tbe 
p?obince,  anti  otberg  of  quality  ana 
fibelitp  requifite,  foitb  tlje  abbice  of 
fobom,  to  p?obibe  fo?  tlje  execution  of 
tbe  fato  matters,  fo?  t&e  erpence,  en-- 
tertainment,  ano  otfrer  cbargeg,  con= 
benient  anb  neceiTarpfo?fucb  effect,  ac= 
cobbing  as  tbe  faib  Counteep  can  fttc< 
niflj  anb  fupplp* 

if  o?  tobtcb  faib  Counttep  toe  offer 
fo?  fucb  effect,  eben  to  tbe  number  of 
four  Co?net0,  men  on  bo?febacfe,  foell 
mounteb  anb  armo,  anb  eleben  €n* 
mjng  of  jf  rot,  as  foell  fo?  p?eferbation 
of  tbe  laib  p?obtnce,  as  to  be  otber* 
fofjere  emplopeb  ag  nfeb  Iball  htb  pet 
no  foapg  comp^ebenbincj  tbe  &ompa* 
nteg  of  tbe  olb  eftabltujment,  in  con* 
liberation  tbat  tbep  are  obliges  to  ferbe 
otbectubete*  @>o  tbat  fo?  eberp  of 
tbe  faib  Companies,  be  tbep  $o?fe 
o?  tfcot,  tb?ce  gentlemen  of  tlje 
Counttep,  men  of  baloue  anb  expe- 
rience fljall  be  nameb  to  tbe  Jftmors 
lieutenant,  0?  to  film  fo&o  ftjall  be 

impotU' 
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impotoet'ii  foj  tbat  purpoie  iwm  W 
^ajelty,  outof  tfjefatti  tfjjer,  to  make 
election  ann  cboiceof  one* 

3hb  becaufe  fuel)  lebieg  cannot  be 
mane  ftritbout  gteat  coffg  ano  etpen* 
ces  h  antj  tbat  it  is  mod  tuft  in  fucb 
an  emergency,  ana  neceflity,  to  em- 
ploy  all  meantf,  tbbicb  ate  in  tfie  po* 
ttet  of  any  man,  tjjete  Ibail  be  letrieb 
anu  collected  itpon  tlje  Counttey  tbe 
fumg  of  money  coftbenieht  artb  neceO 
fary  fo?  tbils,"  by  tbe  atfoice  of  tbe 
fkingg lieutenant,  o? otljer empower* 
en  from  W  ^aiefty,  fobicb  fjefljaliaf* 
tetitratms  be  petition^,  to  autbo&e 
anti  make  balib,  as  being  fo?  ah  ccca* 
fionfo  boly  antifo  e,tp?ef&  a^tetbe 
fetbice  of  ®ot),  anti  tbat  of  W  faio 
99ajelfy :  in  t&bicb  lebying  of  ^oney, 
nebeetbelefg,  no  Gentlemen  ate  o? 
ftjail  be  meant  to  be  compjebenoeb, 
confibeting  tbat  tfjey  mill  Da  petfonal 
fetbicej  01  fet  out  S£en  foitb  ®oitz& 
anb  3tm0,  accojbmg  a?  it  iball  be  o^ 
bain'o  fo?  tbem  to  boe  b^  tbe  pttio  of 
tbe  league,  o?  by  otberg  beputeb  hi 
bim* 

anb  fo?  tbe  mo?e  eafte  etecuttdn  of 
tbe  faib  employments,  tbeteCfjall  be  in 

-  m%$ 
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eberpOSailp^oicfeo?  ©encfcbalis  Court  j£j*2' 
of  tfje  faio  Countrep,ocputeo,oneo?  ttoo  ' 
Gentlemen,  cjotfjcttf  of  capacity  anti 
fioelitp  requifite,  to  gibe  information 
of  tbe  meantf,  attu  tmoerftanopatticu- 
lotlp  upon  tbe  placet*  tbatfiifjtcbujall 
be  rierDfull  to  be  bone,  to  repast  it  af- 
tec^uatOd,  aito  inflruct  concerning  It* 
ibofe  iofjo  (bail  be  emplopeo  bp  t&e  ®o* 
bemour,  0?  lieutenant  from  tbe 
using,  0?  fome  otber  fmpottier'o  from 
bim* 

aim  if  any  of  tfje  faio  Catfjaliques 
of  tfje  faio  pjouf  nee,  after  babingbem 
tequir'o  to  enter  into  tfje  patent  8uo« 
ciation,  fljall  mafce  biftlcultp,  01  ufe  nz-- 
!ap&  confioering  tfjat  it  6  onelp  fo| 
tbe  fjonour  of  ©00,  tfje  ferbice  of  tbe 
ffiing,  tfje  gojti  ano  quiet  of  our  Coun-- 
trep,  fje  fljall  be  fjcio  in  all  tfje  p?c* 
bince  fo?  an  (Enemp  of  #00,  ano  a 
Defertour  of  M$  Eeligion,  a  Eebei 
to.  #0. Miff,  a  beteaper  of  W  Coun* 
ttep,  ano  bp  common  agreement  ana 
confent  ofaflgooomen,  ujaUbea&m* 
oojt'o  bp  all,  ano  left,  ano  erpog'o  to 
all  fnjutieg  ano  oppjeffiong  toblcb  can 
come  upon  bim,  tottbout  eber  being 
recetb'o  intacompanp,  frienofljtp  ano 

E  alliance 
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alliance  of  tlje  unoetiojitten  affocfatjs 
ano  Confeoerateg  5  folio  babe  all  p?o* 
mig'o  ftienoibip  aim  gooo  Intelligence 
aniongft  tbemfeloes,  fa?  tbe  manu* 
tention  of  tbeir  Eeiigion,  ferbice  of 
tbe  &ing,  ant  pjeferbation  of  tfreie 
eountrep,  tuitij  tbeir  perrons,  iFo?- 
tunes,  ano  .families* 

Wit  pjomtfe,  fartbermo?e,  to  Itfep 
one  anotber,  unoet  tbe  obeoiettce  ano 
autfjojitp  of  fjiss  ^ajeffp,  in  all  futetp 
and  quiet,  ano  to  pjefetoe  ano  oefeno 
out  fetoes  from  ail  oppjeiftcn  of  otbers* 
3na  if  tljerefljall  happen  anpoifference 
0?  quarrel  amongff  us,  it  ujall  be  com- 
pose bp  tfje  Lieutenant  General  of  t&e 
&ing,  ano  tbofe  ttbo  bp  bim  fijall  be 
calleo,  fobo  njall  cattfe  to  be  erecuten, 
unoer  t|e  0:030  pleafure  ano  3utbo?itp 
of  bis  fajo  ^ajeffp  tljat  tobicb  ujall  be 
aooifeo  tc<aejuft  anoreafonable  fo?ouc 
reconciliation* 

ano  in  cafeitbe  atfoifeofo?tbe  ferbice 
of  tlje  &tng,  tfte  goooano  quiet  of  tbe 
faiO  p?obince  anoto  compafs  tbe enos 
of  our  intentions,  tfjat  it  be  necefiarp 
to  bolo  co^refponoence  Mtf)  otbet 
neigbbouting  piobinces,  toe  p?omife 
to  fuccour  ano  afo  tljem,  tuitl)  all  our 

potuec 
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pofoer  ann  meatus,  in  fucfj  manner  a$ f 
ujafl  lie  ojoer'o  bp  tlje  lieutenant  of 
tlje  feme;,  o?  otfjcr  Ijabingpofterftom 
fjijef  sj&afeffp* 

8no  toe  alfo  pjomife  to  employ  out 
felueis  tuitf>  ail  out  pofoer  ann  means 
to  pjeferoe  ann  keep  tlje  ©tate  <£cele* 
fiafffque  from  all  opp?elfion  ann  \n-- 
f'ttrp,  ann  if  bp  foap  of  action  o?  ot^er= 
foifc,  any  one  attemptg  to  ooe  t|)em 
namage,  oe  ft  in  tljeir  perfonss  o?  time 
gooog,  to  oppofe  fuel)  perfon,  ann  ne-- 
fenn  tbem,  as  being  uniten  ann  aflb* 
ciaten  toitjf  tljem,  fo?  t&e  nefenee  ann 
P?eferoation  of  tbe  honour  of  <£on 
annourEeugiom 

9no  becaufe  it  10  not  our  intention 
an?  foapg  to  moleff  t&ofe  of  tbe  neto 
opinion,  foljo  Ml  contain  tbemfelbeg 
from  enterp?ijing  anp  tiling  again!! 
r&e  Iponour  of  ©00,  tf>e  ^ertiice  of 
t&e  foing,  tlje  goon  ann  quiet  of  ijig 
^titjjectis,  toe  p?omtfe  to  piefetue  tbem, 
toittjout  tljeir  being  any  foaps  put  in 
trouble  fo?  tbeir  Confcienceg,  0?  mo* 
Ieffen  in  tbeie  petfonis,  gooog,  Ijo- 
nourg  ann  families,  p?obioen  tijat 
rl)ep  no  not  contravene  in  anp  fo?t,  tbat 
fo&ici)  u)au  be  bp  big  ^ajeftp  oanainn. 
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aftec  tlje  condition  of  tfre  General 
Cftate&o?  anptlnngfeiljatfoeoet  oft&e 
fain  Catfjoltque  Eeligion. 

aim  fojafmncli  as  iW  caufe  ong&t 
to  toe  common  itmftTerentlp  to  all  per- 
fong  to!)0  mafce  p?ofeflion  to  Itoetn  t&e 
Cat&olique  Eeltgion  h  toe  tlje  CJnoer* 
bitten,  aomitaimteceioeinto  t&ep?e* 
fent  (Union  all  perfong  placeo  in  8ti< 
tl)o?itp,  ants  €ff  ate  of  Jimicatttte  ano 
3inffice,  Co?po?atton0of  Cotnng,  ano 
Commonalties!  of  tlje  fame,  aim  gene* 
rail?  all  otljerg  of  tlje  tfjito  Ctlate, 
Ituittg  Catljbltqnety,  ag  it  fjatlj  oeen 
fain,  p?omtfmg  in  lifce  manner  to 
maintain,  pjefetoe  aim  Itfep  tljem  from 
all  Violence  ano  opp^flion,  ce  ft  in 
t&efcperfottgoi  tljeir  grow,  eoetp  one 
in  lji£  quality  anooocatiom 

Mz  Ijaue  p?omifeo  ano  ftoom  to 
Ikn  tljefe  Stticlcg  abooefaio  •■>  ann  to 
obfetfce  tljcm  from  point  to  point, 
toitljout  eoer  contravening  tljem,  ann 
tmtjjotit  fjatring  regaro  to  anp  frieno* 
fijfp  ,  fef  no?eo  aim  alliance,  Wti)  foe 
jimp  Ijaue  to  any  perron,  ofanpqtia-- 
mp  aim  Eriigicn  toljatroeDer ,  toljo 
fijall  oppefe  o?  tyitik  tlje  Commano* 
nmw  aim  ©mmanceis  of  t|je  fting, 

tlje 
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tfjc  goon  ann  quiet  of  tW  fctnflflom,  ^w 
anto  m  like  manner  to  Uerp  fecret  tlje k 
P?efent3ffbciation,  foitljoutanp  corn* 
mumcation  of  it,  0?  making  any  pec- 
fan  Mjomfoeuet  p^fvip  ta  it,  out  oncly 
fuclj  30  ujall  be  of  tlje  p^efent  affocta^ 
tton  5  Cfje  foljici)  tee  foiil  ftuear,  anti 
affirm  alfo  upon  our  Confidences*,  ann 
^onourjES,  aito  unoer  tlje  penalties 
Ijere  abooementicnetn  Cte  ttsljole  tut* 
oer  t&e  aut&o?itp  of tlje  fitf ttff  5  renoim* 
ring;  all  ot&er  aflociattong  -■>  if  an}?  fiafee 
barn  f)eretofo?e  mane* 

J.  Humieres.  Loys  de  Belloy. 

L.  Chaulnes.  A.  du  Caurel. 

F.  de  Poix.  Pierre  de  Trouville. 

A.  de  Monchy.  A.  Ravye. 

S.  de  Monchy.  J.  de  Baynaft. 

De  Payllart.  De  Callonne. 

Mailly.  De  Lancry. 

Anthonie  de  Gouy.  F.  d'  Aumalle. 
Loys  de  Querecques.  A.  de  La  Riviere. 

Lovis  d'  Eftournel.  A.  de  Humieres. 

Adrian  de  Boufflers.  Da  Biez. 

F.  de  St.  Blymond.  Lameth. 

De  Rouveroy.  F.  Ramerelle. 

Jehan  de  Baynaft.  Boncourt. 

L.  de  Warluzer.  De  Glify. 

C.  de  Trerquefmen.  A.  du  Hamel. 

Philippes  de  Marie.  De  Prouville. 

E  3  L.  de 
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4»fff  1577*  L.  de  Valpergue. 

Du  Plaffier. 

s-/^v^w  Raul  de  Ponquet. 

Nicholas  de  Lontines. 

L.  de  Margival. 

N.deSt.Blymon. 

De  Lauzeray. 

J.  d'Amyens. 

M.  Relly. 

De  Forceville. 

Francois  Hanicque. 

De  Monthomer. 

J.deBelloy. 

P.  de  Bernettz. 

Claude  d'  Ally. 

De  Rambures. 

Loys  de  Feftart. 

F.  d'  Acheu. 

DuChaftellet. 

Flour  de  Baynaft. 

P.  de  Maillefeu, 

Ogier  deMaintenant, 

Charles  de  Croy. 

F.  de  Bacouel. 

H  Le  Roy. 

De  Pende. 

JehanduBos, 

D.  Aumalle. 

N.  dela  Warde. 

Montoy  vry.     > 

V.  deBrioys. 

DeSailly. 

Claude  de  Bury. 

Afeuillers. 

J.  Lamire. 

Francois  de  Conty, 

DefTofTes. 

O.dePoquefblle. 

N.  de  Amerval. 

Sainte  Maure. 

Philippes  de  Tpigny.  De  Rambures. 

Guy  Damiette. 

Claude  de  Crequy, 

Jehap  de  Flavigny. 

Jacque  d'  Ally. 

N.  de  Hangeft. 

Adrien  de  Jrin. 

De  Forceville. 

Jherofme  de  Fertin, 

P.  deCanrry. 

Le  Caron. 

Charles  d'Of&y, 

De  Montehuyot. 
P.  de  La  Roche. 

J.  de  Belleval. 

A.  de  La  Chapelle, 

R.  de  Mailly. 

\                      Loys  d*  Antbont. 

J.  de  Forceville. 

P.  Truffier. 

La  Guakerye. 

J.  de  Senkouit, 

N.  de  la  Vieufville,  ' 

f)e  IVf  ons. 

A.delaVieufville. 

A.  iff 

r 
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A.  de  Mercatel.  P.  de  Saint  Deliz.        ***J  ** 

De  Perrin.  Heilly. 

DeMilly.  J.deBelloy. 

Jofle  de  Saveufes.       A.  de  Biencourt 
Jehan  de  Bernetz.       Jehan  de  Biencourt. 
A.  de  Boves.  Claude  de  Pontaine. 

Jehan  d'  Eftourmal.    De  Nointel. 
E.  de  St.  Outer.         Pierre  de  Bloleticry. 
Belleforiere.  Adrian  Picquet. 

Antoine  d'  Ardre.      Anthoine  Le  Blond. 
De  la  Vieufville.        Jehan  Picquet. 
A.de  Monchy.  Le  Grand. 

J.  de  Maulde.  De  Bafincourt 

J-  de  la  Pafture.         Auguftin  d'  Auxy. 
L.Du  Moulin.         .    J.  de  Verdellot. 
A.  du  Quefnoy.         E.  Tailart. 
J.  de  Milly.  J.  de  Montain. 

Francois  de  Saveufes.  Genvoys. 
De  Lauzeray.  Du  Menil. 

Loys  de  Moy.  J.  Dey. 

J.  de  Hallencourt.       J.  Tailart. 
De  Sainte  Anne.        Aflevillers. 
DeVillers.  Charles  de  Pontaine- 

J.  de  Happlaincourt.  Du  Breulle. 

A.  de  Broye.  De  Hauteville. 

Claude  de  Warfufell.  A.  de  Moufquet. 

Jehan  de  Caron.         J.  du  Nas. 

Charles  de  Caron.      Sebaftien  de  Hangre. 

A.  De  Lameth.  J.  de  la  Motte. 

A.  de  Camouflbn.      De  Hacqueville. 

M.  Deftourmel.  A.  Noyelle. 

Anthoine  de  Hamel.  C  de  Pas. 

Gilles  de  Boffles.        ~— — ~ 

E  4  Charles 
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l^v  Lt77,  Charles  du  Pleflier.    A.  de  Guiery, 
^  Saint  Leu  Simon.      Du  Caurell. 
Du  Caftel.  De  Sericourt. 

Francois  du  Caftel.     Du  Mefnis. 
A.  de  Ptolly.  De  CamSray. 

A.  de  Eftourmel.       A.  de  Lancry, 
A.  de  L'  Orme  Du  Puids. 

Jehan  du  Bofc  Domons. 

A.deBithify. 

De  Marmicourt, 

Berton. 

Pierre  Le  Cat. 


Jehan  de  Bernetz. 
De  Louchart. 
De  Warmade. 


This  day  being  the  thirteenth  of 
February ,  in  the  year  one  thoufancj 
five  hundred  feventy  feven :  We  the 
Underwritten  being  congregated  and 
Aflemblcd,  in  the  Tcwn-Houfe  of  Pe- 
renne  ,  according  to  the  appointment 
of  the  High  and  Puiffant  Lord,  Meffire 
Jaques  de  Humieres  ,  Knight  of  the 
order  of  the  King  our  Sovereign,  Coun- 
fellour  in  his  Privy  Council,  his  Cham- 
berlain in  Ordinary,  Captain  of  fifty 
men  of  Arms  of  the  Eflablifhment , 
Governour  an  1  Lieutenant  for  his 
Majefly,  of  Peronve,  Montdidier  and 
fioye,  and  Head  of  the  Holy  League 
and  Catholique  Aflbciation  in  Picardyy 
jmve  to  the  laid  Lord  made  Oath,  and 

Sworn 
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Sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evange  lifts ,  to  ^^J2$ 
keep  inviolably  and   pun£tually  the  * 
Articles  here  ^bove  written ,  of  the 
faid  Affociation  and  Holy  League^  and 
that  for  the  Body  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  laid  Town  .   reprefenting  them  : 
Done   in  the  Chamber  of    the  faid 
Town  the  day,  &c.  abovefaid  ;    and 
we  have  all  fign'd  it.  Clause  Le  Fevre^ 
Regifter  of  the  faid  Town. 

L.Defmerliers.  Le  Caron.  * 

F.  de  Hen.  Lc  Saige.  \ 

L.  Le  Fevre.  Dudel. 

F  Morel.  F.  de  La  Motte, 

De  Flamicourt.  Le  Fevrey  Regifter, 

Whatfoever  Refolution  was  taken  to 
keep  this  Treaty  fecret,  it  was  impoiV 
fible  to  be  long  conceal'd  being  fign'd 
by  fo  many  men  who  were  defirous 
to  have  Copies  of  it.  Accordingly, 
there  wrere  found  fome  both  amongft 
the  Catholiques  and  Proteftants,  who 
were  not  wanting  to  anfwer  it  publi- 
quely,  endeavouring  to  make  appear 
in  their  Writings,  the  injuftice  which 
they  faid  was  couch'd  under  thofe  fair 
and  fpecious  protections  which  they 

demonftrate 
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^J^77-  demonftrate,  particularly  in  this,  that 
*  without  the  King's  privity,  there  was 
made  a  Confederation  and  Aflbciation 
of  many  perfons  of  all  the  Orders  of 
the  States ,  who  combine  themfelves 
to  reform  the  Abufes  of  it :  That  ano- 
ther Head  of  it  was  chofen  ,  and  not 
the  King.    That  they  bind  themfelves 
by  a  new  invented  Oath  to  that  Head, 
and  that  they  take  upon  them  to  make 
Levies  of  men  and  money.   'Tis  with- 
out all  manner  of  difpute,  they  fay, 
that  this  diredly  ltrikes  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Monarchy,  if  done  with- 
out the  exprefs  permiffion  of  the  King, 
to  whom  onely  it  belongs  to  give  out 
thofe  orders  which  he  judges  to  be  ne- 
ceflary  for  thefafety  of  the  State,  and 
the  well  being  of  his  Subjects. 

Moreover  as  great  evils  are  com- 
monly contagious,  and  that  a  dange- 
rous Confpiracy  is  like  Poifon ,  which 
beginning  from  any  little  part,  if 
Sword  and  Fire  and  violent  Re- 
medies be  not  immediately  apply'd, 
and  if  the  Scorpion  be  not  crufh'd  up* 
on  the  place  which  he  has  envenom'd  , 
fpreads  it  felf  fwiftly  throughthe  whole 
body  :  thus  the  example  of  the  Vicards 

for 
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for  want  of  immediate  a&ing  with  ^^77 
force  and  vigour,  againft  the  Authours 
of  that  tendency  to  Rebellion  ,  was 
quickly  followed  in  all  the  Provinces 
of  the  Kingdom,  by  many  perfons  of 
all  ranks  and  conditions  ,  who  under 
the  fair  pretence  of  Religion  ,  inroll'd 
themfelves  covertly  in  the  League. 
But  he  who  moft  openly  declared  for 
it,  was  the  Lord  Louis  de  Trimoui/Ie 
who  was  afterwards  Governour  of  P<?i- 
tfiur  and  the  Pais  cP  Amis.  For  as  he 
was  moft  extremely  incens'd  againft 
the  Huguenots ,  who  becaufe  he  was 
not  favourable  to  them,  took  all  occa- 
sions of  revenge  upon  him,  and  by  frer 
quent  inrodes,  had  made  fpoil  of  his 
Eftate,  and  was  on  very  ill  terms  with 
the  Count  de  Ludey  Governour  of  that 
Province ,  and  a  faithful!  Servant  of 
the  King ;  He  fail'd  not  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  occafion  which  was  offer'd 
him  ,  to  be  head  of  a  powerfuil  par- 
ty againft  them,  and  to  declare  him- 
feif  for  the  League,  into  which  he  caus'd 
a  great  part  of  the  Towns  and  Nobili- 
ty, both  of  Touraine  and  of  ?oitouy  to 
enter. 

Thus 
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Ann.  1577.       Thus  was  the  £erfg#<?fram'd,and  be- 


\  i 


came  in  a  fhort  time  exceeding  power- 
full  ;  while  the  King  who  cou'd  not 
poffibly  be  ignorant  of  the  defigns 
and  practices,  or  the  dangerous  con- 
fequences  of  it ,  either  durft  not, 
or  wou  d  not  oppofe  it :  whether 
it  were  that  fatal  drowfinefs  which* 
opprefs'd  him,  plung'd  as  he  was  in 
his  delights ,  or  the  lazinefs  of  an 
una&ive  effeminate  way  of  living  ,  a- 
verfe  from  labour,  and  application  to 
bufinefsj  or  were  it  that  the  Queen 
Mother  who  at  that  time  was  no  other 
ways  link'd  to  the  Guifes,  than  by  her 
hatred  to  the  Huguenots,  who  had  en- 
deavoured to  ruine  her,  made  the  King 
believe  that  he  ought  to  ferve  himfelf 
of  that  League,  to  infeeble  and  abafe 
them,  by  taking  from  them  all  thofe 
great  advantages,  which  they  had  not 
obtained  but  through  compulfion  in 
the  laft  Peace,  fo  odious  and  infup- 
portable  to  the  Catholiques. 

Tis  what  was  driven  at  and  done 
in  the  firft  Eftates  ,  which  were  held 
ztBloys;  which  began  in  the  month 
of  November  the  lame  year,  1576, 
The  Proteftants  had   importunately 

demanded 
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demanded  them,  when  the  laft  Treaty  ^J^sj* 
was  concluded  ;  not  at  all  doubting 
as  they  were  in  conjundion  with  the 
PolitiqueSy  but  that  they  fliould  be  the 
ftrongefl,  and  that  consequently  they 
fhoud  procure  the  Ed  id  of  May  to  be 
confirmed,  which  was  fo  favourable  to 
them.  But  they  were  deceiv'd  in  their 
expeditions,  for  it  was  found  that  by 
the  management  of  the  Queen  Mother 
and  the  Guifes,  and  by  the  Money 
which  wras  diftributed  in  the  particu- 
lar Afiemblies  of  the  Provinces,  not 
onely  that  almoft  all  the  Deputies 
were  Catholiques  ,  but  that  alfo  the 
greatest  part  of  them  were  of  the 
League.  Infomuch  that  without  re- 
gard to  the  proteftations  of  the  King 
of  Navarre^  and  the  Prince  of  Condey 
againft  the  States  ;  and  after  the  re- 
fufal,  which  thofe  two  Princes,  and 
the  Marihal  d9  Amvilie  ,  Head  of  the 
Tolitiques  had  made,  to  aflift  in  them, 
to  which  they  had  vigoroufly  been 
folicited  by  a  folemn  deputation  ;  the 
Edid  of  May  was  finally  revok'd,  and 
prohibition  made  to  all  exercife  of  the 
pretended  Reformation  ,  and  all  the 
Minifters  ,  and  Diredours  were  ba- 

nifh'd 
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nifh'd  out  of  the  Realm  by  a  new 
Edid:,  till  fuch  time  as  they  fhou'd 
be  converted.  Behold  in  what 
manner  the  Froteftants  ,  who  as 
yet  were  not  apprehenfive  of  the 
League^  found  by  experience  that  it 
was  flronger  than  their  party  in  the 
Eftates  according  as  the  Ring  had  hop'd 
it  wou'd  be. 

But  on  the  otherfide  that  Prince, 
immediately  perceiv'd  that  it  ad:ed 
not  with  lefs  artifice  and  vigour ,  to 
weaken  his  own  authority ,  than  to 
pull  down  the  party  of  the  Hugue* 
nots.  For  they  had  the  impudence  to 
demand  of  him  that  the  Articles  which 
fhou'd  be  approv'd  by  the  three 
Eftates,  fhou'd  pafs  into  inviolable 
Laws,  which  it  fhou'd  not  be  in  his 
power  to  alter,  and  that  for  other  Ar* 
tides ,  concerning  which  the  States 
cou'd  not  agree  amongft  themfelves ; 
his  Majefty  might  be  permitted  to  or* 
dain,  conformably  to  what  fhou'd  be 
found  juft  and  reafonable,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Princes  of  the  bloud,  and 
twelve  of  the  Deputies*  Which  to 
fpeak  properly,  was  to  devefl  the  King 
of  his  Sovereign  Power  in  making  Or- 
dinances 
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dinances  and  Laws,  and  to  transfer  it  * ^jZZ' 
to  the  States,  according  to  the  projeft 
of  the  League. 

This  undoubtedly  furpriz'd  the 
King,  but  he  was  yet  much  more  a- 
maz'd  when  at  the  fame  time ,  there 
was  fhewn  him  the  Memoires  of  one 
David  an  Advocate,  which  contain'd 
certain  proportions  the  moll  villa- 
nous  and  deteftable  that  can  poffibly 
be  imagined. 

For  that  Fellow  who  was  onely  a 
pitifull  wretched  Advocate,  a  Defen- 
der of  the  worft  Caufes,  and  fuch  as 
were  given  for  quite  loft,  lays  down 
at  the  firft  for  an  undoubted  Prin- 
ciple, "  ThattheBenedidHonofP^x, 
"  and  principally  that  of  Stephen  the 
"  Second ,  was  beftow'd  on  the  Race 
"  of  Charlemain  alone,  and  not  exten- 
"  ded  to  that  of  Hugh  Capet,  an  U- 
"  furper  of  the  Crown  ;  And  that  on 
"  the  contrary,  he  by  that  Ufurpation 
"  has  drawn  on  his  Defendants  thofe 
"  Curfes ,  the  deplorable  effeds  of 
"  which  have  been  {tm  in  fo  many 
"  Herefies  ,•  and  above  all  others,  in 
"  that  of  the  Cafoinifts  ,  who  have 
"  laid  wafte  the  Kingdom  by   Civil 

"  Wars 
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"  Wars,  which  after  the  fruitlefs  Vlt- 
"  tones  gain'dagainftthem,  have  been 
a  fiicceeded  by  a  Peace,  moil  advan- 
"  tageous  to  thofe  Heretiques  :  that, 
"  this  notwithftanding,  God  Almigb- 
u  ty  whofe  property  it  is  to  draw 
"  good  out  of  evil ,  has  made  ufe  of 
iC  that  extreme  horrour  which  all  good 
"  Catholiques  have  conceiv'd  for  that  un- 
iC  happy  Peace,  to  reftore  the  Princes  of 
"  Lor  rain  to  their  rights,  who  are  as  that 
u  Advocate  pretends,  and  as  the  people 
"  were  made  to  believe,  the  true  Pofte^ 
a  rity  of  Charlemain.  After  this  he 
makes  a  fulfome  panegyrique  of  them, 
extolling  them  infinitely  above  the 
Princes  of  the  Bloud ,  againft  whom 
he  moft  fatyrically  declaims.  Farther, 
he  propofes  the  means  which  ought  to 
be  employ 'd ,  to  animate  the  people 
againft  them,  and  to  opprefs  them  in 
the  States,  as  well  as  the  Huguenots  ; 
advifing  that  the  King  fliou'd  be 
obliged  to  declare  War  againft  them, 
and  to  give  the  command  of  his  Arms 
to  the  Duke  of  Guife.  Then  adds  , 
that  when  the  Duke,  who  will  quick- 
ly have  fupprefs'd  and  rooted  out  the 
Huguenots,  fliall  have  made  himfelf 

Matter 
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Matter  of  the  principal  Towns  of  the  ^j yn> 
Kingdom ;  and  that  all  things  (hall  v 
bend  under  the  power  of  the  League; 
he  fliall  caufe  the  procefs  of  Monfieury 
the  King's  Brother  to  be  made,  as  a  ma- 
nifefl  abetter  of  the  Huguenots ;  and 
after  having  fliav'd  the  King,  and  con- 
fin  d  him  to  a  Covent,  he  lhall  receive 
the  Crown ,  with  the  benediction  of 
the  Pope ;  ihall  make  the  Council  of 
Trent  to  be  received,  ihall  fubjed:  the 
French,  without  any  reftridion  to  the 
obedience  of  the  Holy  See,  and  abo- 
lilh  all  the  pretended  liberties  of  the 
Gallicane  Church. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  with  all 
ingenuity,  that  it  is  not  credible  as 
fome  have  vainly  imagin'd  >  that  the 
Huguenots  forg'd  thofe  horrible  Me- 
moires,  and  causUthem  to  be  printed, 
to  blacken  and  make  odious  the  name 
of  the  League  amongft  all  good  Catho- 
Iques.  For  'tis  molt  certain  that  this 
Advocate ,  who  hated  mortally  the 
Huguenots,  by  whom  he  had  been  ill 
us'd,  and  upon  that  account  had  en- 
tirely devoted  himfelf  to  the  League^ 
undertook  of  his  own  head  a  Voyage 
to  Rome ,  to  carry  thither  thofe  Me- 

F  moires 
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moires,  and  to  prefent  them  to  the 
Pope,  in  hopes  to  ingage  him  in  that 
party;  and  that  having  been  kilPd  by 
tome  accident  in  his  Journey,  thofe  pa- 
pers were  found  in  his  Portmantue. 
Befides,  that  the  Lord  John  de  Vivonne> 
the  King's  Ambafladour  in  Spain,  fent 
him  a  copy  of  them,  alluring  him  that 
they  had  bcm  fhewn  to  King  Philip. 
But  in  plain  truth,  there  is  great  pro- 
bability, that  thofe  Memoires  were 
onely  the  produ£t  of  the  foolifticrack'd 
brain'd  Advocate,  who  being  difcom- 
pos'd  by  his  paffion  difcharg'd  upon 
the  paper  all  his  furious  imaginations 
and  chimerique  dreams,  in  forming 
this  ridiculous  projeft,  which  no  man 
can  reade,  without  difcovering  at  the 
fame  time  all  the  figns  of  a  diftra&ed 
mind. 

The  Duke  though  full  of  ambition, 
was  not  fo  weak  to  fall  into  the  Snare 
of  thofe  extravagances ;  and  if  he  were 
fo  haughty,  as  to  foare  in  his  imagi- 
nation to  the  pofleflion  of  a  Crown, 
it  was  not  till  of  a  long  time  after- 
wards,- and  when  he  faw  that  Mon- 
fieur  being  dead,  and  the  King  without 
appearance  of  haying  any  Children, 

the 
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the  fucceffion  was  ofcourfe  to  fall  on  ^m^JJ- 
the  King  of  Navarre,  whom  the  Duke 
under  pretence  that  the  faid  King  was 
a  relaps'd  Heretique,  believ'd  that  he 
might  eafilycaufe  to  be  excluded  from 
the  Crown ,  and  that  in  his  place  he 
might  himfelf  obtain  it. 

What  I  may  lay  down  for  a  certain 
truth  is ,  that  there  was  never  any 
piece fo  black,  fo  malicious,  and  fo 
grofs  as  was  that  of  a  certain  Protec- 
tant Writer  ,  who  has  compil'd  the 
Memoires  of  the  League  ,  and  who 
wou'd  have  it,  that  thofe  Articles 
which  are  containd  in  the  miferable 
Writings  of  David  the  Advocate,  were 
onely  the  extraft  of  a  fecret  Council 
held  at  Rome,  in  the  Confiftory ,  by 
Pope  Gregory  the  thirteenth,  to  exter- 
minate the  Royal  race,  and  to  fet  the 
Princes  of  Lorrain  upon  the  Throne. 
For  it  is  fo  falfe,  that  this  Pope  who 
was  always  very  prudent  and  mode- 
rate, ihou'd  doe  any  thing  of  that  na- 
ture, that  he  conftantly  perfifted  in 
refuting  to  approve  the  League,  what- 
ever inftance  was  made  to  him  ; 
though  it  was  promisd  him,  toingage 
him  by  his  intereft,  that  they  wou  d 

F  z  begin 
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begin  the  execution  of  this  great  pro- 
ject, by  chafing  the  Huguenots  out 
of  the  County  of  Avignon  and  Dau- 
phine  ,  to  take  from  them  all  means 
of  troubling  the  pofleffions  of  the 
Church,  and  of  paffing  into  Italy  :  Nay 
farther,  he  repli'd  to  thofe  who  were 
plying  him  inceflantly,  and  propofing 
the  welfare  and  fecurity  of  Religion, 
thereby  to  make  him  countenance  the 
League,  that  it  was  in  his  opinion  but 
a  pretext,  and  that  thofe  who  made  it 
had  other  fecret  defigns,  which  they 
had  no  mind  to  publilh  in  the  Articles 
of  their  Aflbciation. 

In  the  mean  time,  thofe  pernicious 
Memoires,  with  thofe  impudent  pro- 
portions of  the  Affociators,  induc'd 
the  King  to  a  ftrongapprehenfion,  that 
the  League  was  not  form'd  more  againft 
the  Huguenots,  than  it  was  for  the  fub- 
verfion  of  his  Authority.  And,  as  he 
wanted  magnanimity  of  to  take 
up  a  bold  and  generous  refolution,  of 
oppreffing  fo  dangerous  a  Fa&ion  in  its 
infancy,  which  he  might  have  per- 
formed ;  foto  deliver  himfelf  from  that 
formidable  danger  ,  he  took  indirect 
courfes,  and  much  unworthy  of  a  King, 

following 
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following  the  timorous  Counfels  of  the 
Sieur  de  Morvilller.      That    famous 
John  de  Morvilller^    who  was  Bifhop 
of  Orleans ,  and  afterwards  Garde  de 
*  Sceaux  of  France  after  the  difgrace  *  U<  Keeper* 
and  retirement  of  the  Chancellour  de 
r  Ho/pital,    was  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  greatefl  men  of  thofe  times ;  and 
he  who  had  the  greatefl  credit  and  Au- 
thority in  Council ;   generally  valu- 
ed, and  belov'd,  for  his  excellent  qua- 
lities, and  above  all  for  the  mildnels  of 
his  temper,    and  his  rare  moderation, 
joyn'd  with  an  exa£t  prudence,  and 
large  capacity,    not  onely  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  affairs,  but  alfo  in  ail  forts 
of  Sciences,   proper  for  a  man  of  his 
profefiion,    and  even  in  the  fludies  of 
Humanity,  Poetry  and  Eloquence. 

This  he  frequently  made  appear,  in 
thofe  excellent  Speeches  which  he  drew 
up  for  our  Kings,  and  principally  that 
which  Henry  the  third  pronoune'd 
with  fo  much  applaufe,  in  the  firft 
Eftates,  at  Bio  is.  For  this  reafon  he 
was  extremely  importun'd  to  write  the 
Hiftory  of  his  times,  becaufe  it  was 
the  general  belief  that  no  man  cou'd 
acquit  himfelf  of  fo  noble  an  employ- 
F  3  ment 
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f^\^J\  ment,  with  fo  much  eloquence,  judg- 
A  ment  and  politeqefs  as  himfelf.    But, 
as  that  Subjed:  was  not  very  favourable 
to  the  two  laft  Kings,   Charles   the 
Ninth,  and  Henry  under  whom  he 
liv'd,  that  on  the  one  fide,  he  was  too 
generous,    and  top  gratefull  to  write 
any  thing,  which  might  difhonour  and 
blaft  the  memory  of  thofe  two  Princes 
his  Benefa&ours,  and  that  on  the  other 
fide,  he  was  too  fincere,  and  too  ho- 
neft:  to  betray  and  fupprefs  the  truth, 
with  any  fliamefull  bafenefs,  or  to  al- 
ter and  corrupt  it  with  mean  flatteries, 
altogether  unworthy  of  the  majefty, 
and  noble  freedom  of  Hiftory,  he  faid  | 
pleafantly  to  his  friends,   in  excufing 
himfelf  from  their  folicitations,  that  he 
was  too  much  a  Servant  of  the  Kings 
his  good  Matters,  to  undertake  the  wri- 
ting of  theirLives.  A  notable  faying;  the 
fenfe  of  which  examined  to  the  bottom 
ought  to  oblige  great  Princes  to  doe 
great  things,thereby  to  furniih  a  fincere 
Hiftorian  with  materials,  whereby  to 
render  their  Memory  immortal ,    and 
to  fill  the  World  with  the  glory  of  their 
Raines.  But  on  the  otherfide  it  gives  an 
Hiftorisn  to  |inderiland5  that  when  he 
*  ?'    u     7;     '"   ;  *  is 
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is  oblig'd  to  write  a  Hiftory,  neither  ^Jl^ZI". 
fear,  nor  hope,  nor  threatnings,  nor  re-  - 
wards,  nor  hatred,  nor  love,  nor  par- 
tiality, nor  prejudice  to  any  perfon, 
ought  to  turn  him  one  fingle  ftep  out 
of  the  dired:  road  of  truth,  for  which 
he  is  accountable  to  his  Reader,  if  he 
intends  not  to  draw  upon  himfelf  the 
contempt  and  indignation  of  pofte- 
rity,  which  will  never  fail  to  condemn 
him  for  an  Impoftor  and  a  puhlick 
poifoner. 

Thus  you  have  the  Charader  of 
this  great  Man;  in  whom  nothing 
coud  be  cenfur'd,  but  that  he  was 
fpmewhat  too  timorous,  and  that  he 
had  not  firmnefsand  refolution  enough 
to  give  generous  and  bold  advice  in 
preffing  emergencies,  fo  to  have  cut 
up  by  the  root  thofe  great  evils  which 
threatned  the  Government.  There- 
fore, when  he  faw  the  King,  Q  who 
was  yet  more  fearfull  than  himfelf, ) 
amaz'd  at  the  audacjoufnefs  of  the  Affb- 
ciators ;  And  likewife  was  of  opinion, 
that  if  he  woii'd  have  ventur'd,  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  have  fupprefs'd  the 
League,  knowing  alfo  full  well  that, 
the.Qjieen  Mother  who  was  his  Ma- 
F  4  fter's 


The  Hijiory  of  the  League. 

fter's  Oracle,  and  who  underhand  fup- 
ported  the  League,  would  never  con- 
tent, that  the  ruine  of  it  fhou  d  be  en- 
deavoured, and  that,  on  the  other  fide 
he  was  very  defirousto  draw  the  King 
out  of  this  prefent  plunge  ;  betwixt 
both,  he  took  a  trimming  kind  of 
way,  by  which  he  thought  he  fliou'd 
be  able  to  preferve  the  Royal  Autho- 
rity, without  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
League.  To  this  effeft,  not  doubting 
but  that  in  cafe  it  were  not  prevented, 
they  wou'd  chufe  a  Head,  who  had 
power  to  turn  it  againfl  the  King  him- 
felf,  he  advis'd  him  to  declare  in  that 
Aflembly,  that  far  from  oppofing  the 
League  of  the  Catholiques  againft  the 
Huguenots,  he  was  refolv'd  to  make 
himfelf  the  Head  of  it,  which  they 
dar'd  not  to  refufe  him,  and  by  that 
means  wou'd  make  himfelf  the  difpofer 
of  it,  and  provide  that  nothing  iliou'd 
be  enterprise  againft  him. 

And  truly  this  was  no  ill  expedi- 
ent ,  to  check,  and  give  a  flop  for 
feme  time  to  the  execution  of  thofe 
vaft  defigns,  which  were  form'd  by 
the  Authours  of  the  League.  But  it 
ma&  alio  be  confefsxL  that  by  figning 

this? 
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this,  and  caufmg  it  to  be  fign'd  by  L'*£*2* 
others,  as  he  did,  when  he  declared 
himfelf  the  Head  of  it,  he  authoris'd 
thofe  very  Articles,  which  manifeftly 
fhock'd  his  Royal  Authority ;  put  the 
League  in  condition,  and  even  gave 
it  a  lawfull  right,  according  to  that 
Treaty  which  he  approved  ,  to  ad: 
againft  himfelf,  in  cafe  he  fhou'd  difturb 
it,  or  finally  break  with  it,  which  was 
impoflible  not  to  happen  in  fome  time ; 
he  infring'd  the  Peace  which  he  had 
given  his  Subje&s  by  the  Edict  of 
Pacification  granted  to  the  Huguenot sy 
and  precipitated  France  into  that  bot- 
tomlefs  gulf  of  miferies,  that  are  infe- 
parable  trom  a  Civil  War,  which  him-  - 
ielf  renewed,  and  which  was  of  fmall 
advantage  to  him. 

I  fhall  not  defcribe  the  particulari- 
ties of  it,  becaufe  they  belong  to  the 
Hiftory  of  France,  and  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  League,  which  on  that  oc- 
cafion  a&ed  not,  on  its  own  account, 
againft  the  Authority  of  the  King. 
By  whofe  orders  two  Armies,  the  one 
commanded  by  the  Duke  d3  Alanfon, 
the  other  by  the  Duke  de  Mayenne, 
gttacqu'd  the  Huguenots ;  from  whom 

they 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

they  took  La  Char  it  ey  Iffoite,  Brouage 
and  fome  other  places  of  lefs  impor- 
tance ;  I  iliall  onely  fay,  that  the  King 
quickly  growing  weary  of  the  Cares 
of  War,  which  were  not  mitable  to 
his  humour,  loving,  as  he  paffionately 
did,  his  cafe  and  pleafures,  Anew 
Peace  enfued,  which  was  granted  to 
the  Huguenots  at  the  end  of  Sept  em- 
let,  in  the  fame  year,  by  the  Edift  of 
Poitiers,  little  different  from  that  of 
May,  onely  with  this  refervation,  that 
the  exercife  of  Cahinifm  was  reftrain  d 
within  the  limits  of  the  former  pacifi- 
cations, and  that  it  was  forbidden,  in 
the  Marquifate  of  Salujfes%  and  the 
County  of  Avignon. 
^^2^  Farther,  it  was  during  this  interval 
of  Peace,  which  was  highly  difplea- 
fing  to  the  Leaguers  ,  that  the  King 
to  ftrengthen  himfelf  againft  the 
League ,  by  making  himfelf  Creatures, 
who  iliou'd  inviolably  be  ingag'd  to 
his  Service  by  an  Oath,  more  particu- 
lar and  more  folemn,  than  that  which 
univerfally  obligd  his  Subje&s,-  efta- 
bliffrd  and  folemnis  d  his  new  Order 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  is  even  at 
this  day,  and  after  the  entire  revolu- 
tion 
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tion  of  an  Age,  one  of  the  moll  illuf-  *™i  w?< 
trious  marks  of  Honour ,  wherewith 
our  Kings  are  accuftom'd  to  reward 
the  merit  and  fervice  of  the  Princes, 
and  the  mod  fignaliz'd  Nobility.     It 
has  been  for  a  long  time  believ'd,  that 
Henry  the  Third,  was  the  Inftitutour 
and  Founder  of  this  Order ;  and  him- 
felf  us'd  whatever  means  he  cou'd,  to 
have  this  opinion   eflablifli'd  in  the 
World  :  But  at  length  the  truth  is  bro- 
ken out,  which  with  whatever  arts 
it  is  fupprefs'd  can  never  fail,  either 
fooner  or  later,  to  exert  it  felf,  and  to 
render  to  a  man's  perfon  or  his  me- 
mory, the  blame  or  praife  that  he  de- 
ferves. 

For  it  has  been  found  out  by  a  way, 
vyhich  cannot  be  fufpedted  of  forgery, 
and  which  leaves  no  farther  doubt 
concerning  this  Subject ,  that  the  be- 
ginning of  this  Order  is  to  bereferr'd 
to  another  Prince  of  the  Imperial  bloud 
of  France^  I  mean  Louis  &  Anjou  fly  I'd 
of  Tarentoy  King  of  Jerufalem  and  Si* 
cily,  who  in  the  year,  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  fifty  two,  inflituted  in 
the  C^ftle  Del  Fovo  at  Naples,  the  Or- 
der of  the  Knights  of  the  Holy  Ghofl, 

OR 
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A-m\^iy  on  the  precife  day  of  Pentecoft ;  by  its 
conftitution  containing  xf  chapters, 
and  which,  in  the  fly le  of  thofe  times, 
thus  begins. 

2Be  Lewis  9  ty  tl)Z  6?acc  of  <$5o&, 
lAing  Of  Jerufalem  attO  Sicily,  to  t&e 

Iponout  of  tlje  |>olp  ^oa ,  on  fofjofe 
nap  toe  toete  bp  <^aee,  Ctofun'o  ftino; 
of  out  &ealms,  fojtbe  exaltation  of 
Cljioaltp,  ano  tncteafe  of  |)Ottout, 
fmtie  ojoain's,  to  make  a  8>octetp  of 
lnugfjtjs,  tnljo  f&all  be  cairo  t&e 
mn&ljtg  of  t|je  |)o!p  ^Ijoft ,  of  tig&t 
intention  -■>  ano  tbe  fato  ffitniorTitss  ujall 
be  to  tljeJSumbet  cft&ee  bunujeo, 
of  tofnefitoe,  as  beginner  anofauniiet 
oftijat  fato  £>?oet,  fljallbe  pince, 
a?  atfo  ouffbt  to  be  all  out  @>uccef* 

fOtll'0,  ftittg  Of  Jerufalem  aitO  Sicily. 

But  feeing  he  died  without  Children 
by  Queen  Jane  the  firft,  his  Wife,  and 
that  after  his  death  there  happen'd 
ftrange  revolutions  in  that  Kingdom, 
that  order  fo  far  perilh'd  with  him, 
that  the  memory  of  it  had  not  re- 
main'd,  if  the  Original  of  that  confti- 
tution of  King  Lewis,  hadnotbyfome 

accident 
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accident  fallen  into  the  pofleffion 
of  the  Republique  of  Venice  ,  who 
made  a  prefent  of  it  to  Henry  (he 
third,  at  his  return  from  Poland,  as  of 
a  piece  that  was  very  rare,  and  which 
coming  from  a  Prince  of  the  bloud 
Royal ,  of  our  Kings  deferv'd  well 
to  be  preferv'd  in  the  Archives  of 
France,  which  was  not  the  intention 
of  King  Henry. 

For  finding  this  Order  to  be  excel- 
lent, and  befides,  that  it  was  exadtly 
calculated  for  him,  becaufe  being  born 
on  Whitfunday,  he  had  been  Crown'd 
afterwards  on  the  fame  day  King  of 
Poland,  andfome  time  after  King  of 
France,  as  Lewis  of  Tarento ,  had   re- 
ceiv'd  his  two  Crowns  of  Jerufalem 
and  Sicily,  on  the  like  day  before ,  he 
took  a  fancy  to  renew  that  Order,  four 
years  after  his  Coronation.     But  defi- 
ring  to  be  efleem'd  the  Authour  of  it,he 
changed  the  Collar ,  where  he  piae'd 
certain  Ciphers ,  to  wrhich  has  been 
fubftituted  in  following  times ,    the 
Coat  of  Arms  in  manner  of  a  Trophy, 
as  it  is  at  prefent  to  be  feen.     And  af- 
ter he  had  tranferib'd,  what  befl  pleas'd 
him,  from  the  Statutes  of  that  Order,' 

he 
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he  commanded  Monfieur  de  Chive  my 
to  burn  the  Original,  thereby  totally 
to  extinguiih  the  memory  of  it. 

But  that  Minifter  though  mofl  faith- 
full  to  his  Mafter,  believing  not  that 
he  was  bound  to  be  the  Executioner 
of  that  Order  ,  this  rare  piece  defen- 
ded to  the  Bifhop  of  Chartres,  his  Son ; 
from  whom  by  fucceflion  of  time,  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  late  Prefi- 
dent  de  Maifons  ,  as  it  is  related  by 
Monfieur  le  Labor eur  ,  who  has  given 
us  the  Copy  at  large  ,  in  the  fecond 
Tome  of  his  Additions  to  the  Me- 
moires  of  Monfieur  de  Caftehau.  In 
this  manner,  this  famous  Order  was 
rather  reftor'd  than  militated,  by  King 
Henry  the  Third,  to  combine  a  mw 
Militia  of  Knights,  which  he  might 
oppofe  againft  the  Leaguers ,  who 
were  much  diflatisfi'd  with  the 
Peace,  which  he  had  given  to  the  Hu- 
guenots. 

Neverthelefs  this  Peace  was  not  fo 
well  obferv'd,  but  that  from  time  to 
time  they  created  new  difturbances, 
which  two  or  three  years  afterwards 
kindled  the  feventh  War,  after  the  re- 
fufal  they  had  made,  to  furrender  thofe 

cautionary 
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cautionary  Towns  which  had  been 
granted  them  for  a  certain  time , 
which  was  then  expir'd ,  and  by  their 
furprifal  of  fome  other  places.  But 
this  War  was  ended  in  the  fecond 
year  after  the  conferences  of  Nerac, 
and  Fleix ,  by  a  peace  which  lafted 
four  or  five  years  till  the  League  , 
which  from  the  time  wherein  the  King 
had  made  himfelf  their  Head,  had  not 
dar'd  to  attempt  any  thing ,  all  on 
the  fudden  declared  it  felf  againft  him, 
under  another,  the  occafion  of  which 
I  am  going  to  relate. 

Immediately  after  the  peace  was 
made,  the  Catholiques  and  Huguenots, 
whom  the  Civil  War  had  arm' d  againft 
each  other,  joyn'd  themfelves  to  ferve 
in  the  Army  of  the  Duke  d'  Alanfon, 
who  being  declared  Duke  of  Brabant, 
by  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  the    Netherlands  ,     entred  as    it 
were  in  Triumph  into  Camhray,  after 
he  had  rais'd  the  Seige  ,   which  the 
Duke  of  Parma  had  laid  to  it.     And 
after  having  been  proclam'd  a  Sove- 
reign Prince  in  Antwerp,  and  been  re- 
ceived at  Bruges  and  Ghent ,    in  the 
fame  quality,  he  continued  the  War, 

affifted 
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Anno\$j9.  afTifted  underhand  by  Succours 
from  France  ,  and  openly  by  the 
Queen  of  England ,  that  he  might 
drive  the  Spaniard  out  of  ail  the  Low- 
Countries.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
Queen  Mother,  who  had  pretentions 
to  the  Crown  of  Portugal  ,  had  alfo 
fent  a  gallant  Navy  to  the  Tercera 
Ijlands^  under  the  Command  of  her 
Kinfman  Philip  Strozzi  ,  and  openly 
protected  Don  Antonio ;  who  after 
having  loft  the  Battail  before  Lis  bonne  y 
was  fled  for  refuge  into  France  ,  and 
yet  ceas'd  hot  to  difpute  that  Crown 
againft  King  Philip  of  Spain.  For 
which  reafon  that  Prince,  who  fol- 
lowed the  Steps  of  his  Father,  and  of 
Ferdinand r,  his  great  Grandfather  by 
the  Mother's  fide,  in  this  as  in  all  o- 
ther  things,  thought  of  nothing  more 
than  how  to  greaten  himfelf  at  our  ex- 
pence,  and  applrd  himfelf  with  his  ut- 
mofl  vigour,  to  foment  new  divifions  a- 
mongftus,  to  hinder  us  from  giving 
him  trouble  in  his  own  Eflates. 

To  this  effedt  he  us'd  his  beft  endea- 
vours, and  employ 'd  all  his  arts  to  in- 
gage  the  King  of  Navarre  and  Dam- 
viile^  who  after  the  death  of  his  elder 

Brother, 
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Brother1,  was  now  Duke  of  Montmo- Ad^t$jh 
rancy,  to  break  the  peace,  and  renew 
the  War  in  favour  of  the  Huguenots  ; 
making  not  the  leaft  fcruple  on  that 
occafion,  to  adt  againft  the  true  inte- 
refl  of  Religion ,  at  the  fame  time 
whm  he  upbraided  for  the  fame  thing, 
thofe  who  in  reality  made  the  war  in 
Flanders^  out  of  no  other  confidera- 
tion,  but  the  relief  of  an  opprefs'd  peo- 
ple of  which  even  the  greateft  part 
were  Catholiques.  But  feeing  that  de- 
fign  of  his  coud  not  poffibiy  fucceed, 
for  certain  reafons  which  belong  not  to 
this  Hiflory,  he  turnd  his  thoughts 
towards  the  Duke  of  Guife ,  and  gave 
orders  to  his  Ambafladour  Mendozay 
to  omit  nothing  which  might  oblige 
him,  to  make  the  League  take  Arms, 
which  was  already  exceeding  power- 
full,  and  of  which  he  might  abfolute- 
ly  difpofe,  as  being  the  principal  Au- 
thour,  and  the  very  Soul  of  it. 

The  Duke  who  was  intrepid,  and 
bold  even  to  ralhnefs,whenhe  had  once 
refolv'd  upon  his  Bufmefs ,  was  not- 
withftanding  very  fubtile  ,  and  clear- 
fighted  4  wary  ,  and  prudent  enough 
to  take  juft  meafures,  arid  not  to  m- 
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Amu^^i.  gage  in  any  Enterprife,  of  which  he 
was  not  as  much  afliir'd  as  man  cou'd 
be,  to  have  all  the  means  of  making 
it  fucceed.  From  thence  it  procee- 
ded, that  he  refilled  for  a  long:  time 
the  temptation  of  great  Sums  that 
were  offer  d  him,  and  held  out  againft 
the  threatnings  of  the  AmbaUadour, 
todifcover  the  fecret  treaty  he  had 
made  with  Don  John  of  Auftria^  the 
Original  of  which  was  in  the  King  of 
Spains  pofleffion  ;  nay  even  againft 
the  preffing  folicitations  of  his  Bro- 
thers, and  the  reft  of  the  Princes  of 
his  Houfe,  who  being  more  impati- 
ent and  Ms  difcerning  than  he, 
thought  every  minute  an  age  till  he 
declared  himfelf.  But  at  laft  arrived 
the  fatal  moment ,  in  which,  after 
having  well  examind  all  matters,  he 
thought  that  every  thing  concurred 
not  onely  to  favour  the  defign  lie  had 
always  had  ,  to  make  himfelf  Head 
of  the  Cathotique  League,  but  alfo  to 
carry  his  hopes  much  farther  than 
his  ambition,  vaftasit  was,  had  yet 
led  him  to  imagine. 

In  EfFed",  on  the  one  fide,  the  King 
was  reduc d  to  a  lower  condition  than 

he 
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he  ever  was  before  :  his  immenfc  pro-  ^J '$82* 
digality  in  a  thoufand  things ,  altoge- 
ther unworthy  of  the  Royal  Majeity, 
and  of  no  profit  to  the  State  j  the  Anno  ij8?, 
pomp,  the  pride .  and  the  infuppor- 
table  infolence  of  his  Favourites ;  his 
fantaftique  way  of  living,  which  hur- 
n  d  him  inceftantly  from  one  extreme 
into  another,  from  retirement  and  fo- 
litude  to  a  City  life  ,  from  Debauche- 
ry into  Devotion,  and  fuch  a  Devoti- 
on as  pafs'd  in  the  peoples  minds  for 
a  mere  Mummery ,  into  thofe  Procef- 
fions  of  Penitents ,  habited  in  Sack- 
cloth of  feveral  colours ,  where  he 
walk'd  himfelf  with  his  difciplining 
whip  at  his  Girdle  againft  the  Genius 
of  a  Nation,  which  loves  to  ferve  God 
in  fpirit  and  in  truth  ,•  thefe  and  a 
thoufand  fuch  like  things  wholly  con- 
trary to  our  cuftoms,  and  to  the  ufe 
of  his  Predeceflburs,  had  drawn  upon 
him  fuch  a  deteftation,  and  fo  great  a 
contempt  from  the  greateft  part  of  his 
Subjects  ,  that  againft  the  ordinary 
practice  of  the  French,  who  adore 
their  Kings,  there  were  given  a  thou* 
land  publique  marks,  and  principally 
in  Paris ,  of  the  averfion  which  they 
had  for  him.  G  %  On 
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On  the  other  fide,  all  things  con- 
fpir  d  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Guife, 
to  raife  him  to  that  high  degree  of 
power,  which  feem'd  to  equal  him 
with  the  King  himfelf ,  wrho  in  effed; 
already  look'd  on  him  as  his  Rival ; 
and  as  fuch  hated  him ,  without  daring 
as  yet  to  enterprife  ought  againft  him 
to  prevent  his  defigns ,  or  to  ihelter 
himfelf  againft  the  mifchief  which  he 
apprehended  from  him.  The  people 
united  themfelves  to  him,  as  to  their 
Prote&our,  and  the  pillar  of  Religion. 

Moft  of  the  great  men  at  Court , 
difcontented  at  the  Government , 
threw  themfelves  into  his  party  ;  the 
Ladies,  from  whom  the  Minions  coud 
hold  nothing,  difclos'd  to  him  all  the 
fecrets  of  the  Cabinet  ,  to  revenge 
themfelves  of  the  King  whom  they 
hated  mortally,  for  certain  reafons  not 
fo  fit  to  be  divulg'd.  He  was  offered 
to  have  the  Dukes  of  Lor  rain  and  Sa- 
voy in  his  interefts,  who  both  hop'd 
to  draw  great  advantages  from  the 
League,  and  principally  fo  powerfull 
a  Prince  as  the  King  of  Spain ,  wrho 
offered  him  two  hundred  thoufand  Li- 
vres  of  Fenfion,  befides  the  Sums  he 
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wou'd  furnifli  for  the  levying  -of  his  ^n%l^ 
Troops. 

Thefe  were  indeed  flrong  tempta- 
tions to  a  Prince  of  his  humour,  and 
who  was  inclin'd  to  throw  at  all.    But 
that  which  gave  the  lad  ftroke  to  his 
determination,  was  the  death  of  Mon- 
fieur  the  King's  onely  Brother :  who 
after  his  uniuccefsfull  Enterprife   on 
Antwerp,  having  been  conftrain'd   tj 
return  difhonourably  into  France,  diy'd 
at  Chateau  de  Thierry ,  either  of  Me-  Anno 
lancholy ,     or  of  his  old  Debauches, 
or  as  the   common  report  was  of  poi- 
lbn.     For  about  that  time  it  wTas,  that 
believing   the  King  woud  have   no 
Children,  and  that  the  King  of  Na- 
varre might  be  excluded  with  eafe 
from  the  fucceffion,  for  more  than  one 
reafon,  (  which  he  hop  d  to  make  au- 
thentique  rather  by  force  of  Arms,  than 
by  the  Writings  of  the  Dodours  of 
his  Fadion  )  and  that  the  Queen  Mo- 
ther who  hated  her  Son-in-Law  Na- 
varre, had  the  fame  inclination  to  ex- 
clude him  ,    thereby  to  advance  her 
Grand-Child  the  Prince  of  Lor  rain  to 
the  Kingdom,  herais'd  his  imagination 
to  higher  hopes  than  what  he  had  for- 
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merlyconceiv'd,  when  firilthe  Cardi- 
nal of  Z^/tt?//?  his  Uncle,  had  drawn  the 
platform  of  a  Catholique  League  , 
whereof  he  might  make  himfeli  the 
Head.  And  on  thele  grounds,  with- 
out farther  balancing  the  matter,  he 
refoiv'd  to  take  up  Arms,  and  to  make 
War  againft  the  King.  But  to  make 
lb  criminal  an  enter}  »f  ife  more  plaufible, 
there  was  yet  wanting  a  pretence  , 
which  in  fome  fort  might  juftiiie  his 
adions  to  the  World  ;  And  fortune 
produced  it  for  him  to  as  much  advan- 
tage as  he  cou'd  defire,  almoil  at  the 
fame  time  when  he  had  taken  up  fo 
ilrange  a  refolution. 

As  it  was  impoflible  that  fo  great  a 
Confpiracy  fliou' d  be  manag  d  with 
fuch  fecrecy,  that  the  King  ihou'd  not 
be  advertised  of  it,  Q  which  in  effed: 
he  was  from  many  hands, )  That 
Prince  (  who  had  fufTerYi  his  natural 
courage  to  be  made  effeminate  by  the 
lazineis  of  a  voluptuous  retir'd  Life , 
was  become  exceeding  timorous  ,  and 
incapable  of  coming  to  any  refolution 
within  himfelf,  to  flifie  in  its  birth  fo 
horrible  a  mifchief  by  fome  generous 
gdrion^  and  fome  Matter  ftroke,)  had 
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a  ddfire  to  have  near  him  his  Brother- 
in-Law  the  King  of  Navarre  }  whom 
he  acknowlcdg  d  according  to  the  Sa- 
lique  Law,    lor  the    Heir    presump- 
tive of  the  Crown,  and  knew  him  to 
be  the  man,  who  was  moil:  capable  of 
breaking  all  the  meafures  of  the  Duke 
of  Guife.     But  forefeeing  that  in  order 
to  this,  it  was  neceilary  that  he  who 
was  Head  of  the  Huguenots  ,    fhou'd 
firft  renounce  his  Herelie,  and  be  re- 
conciled to  the  Catholigue  Church ,    he 
difpatch'dthe  Duke  of  Efperncn  to  him 
in  Guyenne^  to  perfwade  him  to  a  thing 
of  fo  much  confequence ,  to  the  reei- 
tablifliment  of  his  fortune  ,  and  his 
true  intereit  both  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral.    As  that  Prince  had  always  pro- 
tefled  with  much  Sincerity,  that  he  was 
of  no  obftinate  difpofmon,  and  that  he 
was  mod  ready  to  embrace  the  truth, 
when  once  it  were  made  to  appear 
fuch  to  him ,    he  received  the  Duke 
with  exceeding  kindnefs;   to  whom 
he  gave  a  private  audience  in  his  Clof- 
fet,  in  prefence  of  the  Lord  of  Re  que- 
laure  his  Confident,  of  a  Minifler  of 
his  own  Religion ,  and  of  the  Prefi- 
dent  Ferrier  his  Chancellour;   who 
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A?X  li84*  ^d  always  lean'd  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Huguenots j  of  which  at  laft  he  made 
proteffion  in  his  extreme  old  age,  and 
feme  little  time  before  his  death. 

In  plain  terms,  that  Conference  was 
not  manag'd  very  regularly,  nor  with 
extraordinary  fincerity ;  for  Efpernon 
and  Roquelaure ,  who  were  no  great 
Bo£k>urs,  proposed  nothing  but  hu- 
mane reaions  for  his  Convention  j  and 
aliedg'  d  no  ftronger  arguments ,  than 
what  were  drawn  from  the  Crown  of 
France,  which  they  preferred  incompa- 
rably beyond  the  Pfalms  of  Marot,  the 
Lords  Supper,  and  allthe  Sermons  of 
jheMinifters.  But  on  the  other  fide,the 
Minilter  and  the  Prefident,  who  were 
much  better  vers'd  in  difputation  than 
the  two  Courtiers,  to  deftroy  thole 
weak  reafonsof  fecular  interei%  pro- 
duced no  motives,  but  what  they  afc 
firmed  to  be  altogether  fpiritual  and 
Soulf  aying  ,  and  the  word  of.  God, 
which  they  expounded  to  their  own 
meaning,  to  which  thofe  Noble  Lords 
who  underflood  nothing  of  thofe  mat- 
ters, had  not  the  leaft  fy liable  to  an- 
fwer.  Infomuch  that  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, who  piqu'd  himfelf  extremely 

upon 
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upon  the  point  of  generofity ,  looking  f^*5jM- 
oh  it  as  a  mo  ft  honourable  action,  for 
him  to  undervalue  fo  great  a  Crown 
at  the  rate  of  felling  his  Confciencc 
and  Religion  for  it ;  the  Duke  was 
conftrain'd  to  return  as  he  came  , 
without  having  obtaind  any  thing 
toward  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  King. 
But  what  was  yet  more  difpleafing  in 
that  affair,  was  that  Monfieur  du  P/ef- 
fis  Mornay,  a  Gentleman  of  an  ancient 
and  illuftrious  Family,  a  great  wit , 
whofe  Learning  was  extraordina- 
ry for  a  man  of  his  Quality,  and  who 
befides  made  ufe  of  his  Pen ,  as  well 
as  of  his  Swrord  ;  but  above  all,  a  moll  J 
zealous  Proteftant,  put  this  conference ' 
into  writing,  which  healfo  publifli'd; 
in  which  having  expos'd  what  wa§ 
urg  d  on  both  fides ,  he  pretends  to 
manifeft  the  advantage  which  his  Re- 
ligion had  againft  the  Catholique^  and 
that  the  King  of  Navarre  being  evi- 
dently convinced  of  the  weaknefs  of 
our  caufe,  was  thereby  more  than  e- 
ver  confirmed  in  his  own  opinion. 

This  was  the  reafon  why  the  Facti- 
ous and  the  Catholiques ,  who  were 
heated  with  a  falfe  Zeal,  began  to  fly 
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w^v^l4lout  immoderately   againft  the  King, 
'  whom  they  charg'd  with  a  thoufand 
horrible  calumnies  ?  publifhing  in  all 
places  that  he  kept  Correfpondence 
with  the  King  of  Navarre  ,  to  whom 
he  had  fent  Efpernon,  not  with  intenti- 
on of  converting  him  ,  but  rather  of 
confirming  him  in  his  Errours ,  as  it 
appeared  fiifficiently  by   the  procee- 
dings of  that  conference ,  where  no- 
thing was  urg  d  to  the  advantage  of 
Religion ,  but  on  the  contrary  ,   all 
things  in  favour  of  Huguenot  ifm.     And 
it  hapning  almofl  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  King  Q  in  order  to  hinder  the 
Huguenots  from  refuming  their  Arms 
againft  the  Leaguers ,   who  had  pro- 
voked them  by  committing  many  out- 
rages againft  them   without  punifli- 
ment, }   thought   himfelf  oblig  d  to 
grant  them  that  prolongation  which 
the  King  of  Navarre  demanded,  of  the 
term  prefcrib'd  them  for  the  furrender 
of  thole  cautionary  places  which  they 
had  allow'd  them  for  their  fecurity 
by   the    laft  Edid:  of  Peace  :    upon 
this  pretence,  the  Factious  caft  oft  all 
manner  of  refped:  to  him.    They  cla- 
moured publiquely  on  all  occafions , 

the 
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the  Preachers  from  their  Pulpits,  the^;i^^4' 
Curats  from  their  Desks,  the  Confef- 
lours  from  their  Seats,  the  ProfefTours 
in  their  Lectures  ,  and  the  Doctours  in 
their  Refolutions  which  they  gave, 
that  they  were  oblig'd  tooppole  them- 
felves  With  all  their  power  againft  the 
King ,  who  fupported  the  Navatrois, 
and  refolv'd,  that  Heretical  and  ftub- 
born  as  he  was,  he  fliou'd  neverthelefs 
fucceed  to  the  Crown  ,  wThich  ought 
never  to  be  fuffer  d,  they  being  affur'd 
that  this  Prince  ,  if  ever  he  fhou'd 
mount  the  Throne,  wrou'd  abolifh  the 
Catholique  Religion  in  France. 

This  was  that  terrible  machine,  of 
which  they  made  ufe  to  ftir  up  the 
people  ;  over  whom  there  is  nothing 
has  io  great  a  power  as  the  motive  of 
Religion,  when  once  they  are  perfwa- 
ded  that  it  will  be  forceably  taken  from 
them ;  And  to  bind  them  infeparably  to 
the  intereiis  and  party  of  the  Duke  of 
Guife ,whom  they  believ'd  to  have  no  o- 
ther  aim  in  all  hisundertakings,than  the 
maintenance  and  defence  of  it  againft 
Heretiques,  and  the  favourerspf  Kere- 
ile.  But  becaufe  that  Prince,  who  was 
extremely  dextrous,  had  no  mind  that 

it 
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^-Jli4\  *c  ft°u'd  be  perceived  headed  for  him- 
felf,  under  fo  fpecious  a  pretence  j  be- 
fides  that  he  believ'd  not  that  it  was 
fafe  for  him,  as  yet  to  attempt  the  ex- 
clufion  of  the  other  Princes  of  the  bloud 
from  the  Succeffion,  they  being  good 
Catholiques  ,  he  endeavour  d  to  draw 
fubtilely  into  his  party,  the  good  old 
Man  Charles  ,   Cardinal  of  Bourhon. 
And  indeed  having  with  great  Prefents 
gaind  the  Sieur  de  Ruhempre  who  ab- 
iblutely  govern  d  him  ;  he  perfwaded 
him  without  much  trouble  ,  that  he 
being  by  one  degree  of  kindred  nearer  to 
the  Ring,  than  was  the  King  oi  Navar- 
re his  Nephew,  it  was  to  him  that  the 
Kingdom  belong d  of  right,  in  cafe 
the  King  fhou  d  dye  without  Children, 
and  that  the  whole  Catholique  League 
wou'd  fland  by  him  in  his  claim  with 
all  their  power,  were  it  onely  to  hin- 
der an  Huguenot  Prince  from  fuccee- 
ding  to  the  Crown. 

There  needed  not  more  to  lhake  a 
Soul,  fo  weak  as  was  that  of  the  Car- 
dinal de  Bourhon  ;  who  devout  as  he 
was,  yet  fuffer'd  himfelf  to  be  fediicd 
with  the  vain  hopes  of  Reigning,  He 
was  fo  much  dazled  with  the  falfe  glit- 
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taring  of  an  imaginary  Crown  ,  that  ^j^J*** 
without  confidering  he  had  already 
one  of  Cardinalfhip,  that  threefcoreand 
ten  came  fail  upon  him,  and  that  the 
King  was  not  yet  thirty  five,  he  quit- 
ted Ills  Habit  of  Cardinal,  and  appeared 
in  publique ,  like  the  General  of  an 
Army ;  which  gave  men  occafion  to 
believe,  that  his  great  age  had  atleafl 
craz'd  his  underftanding,  if  it  had  not 
quite  deftroy'd  it.  Yet  this  opinion 
of  the  world  hinder  d  him  not,  from 
calling  himfelf  the  Heir  prefumptive 
of  the  Crown,  nor  from  declaring 
himfelf  openly  the  Head  of  the  League, 
againft  his  Nephew  the  King  of  Na- 
varre ;  efpecially  when  he  law  that 
party,  in  which  he  thought  himfelf 
already  fo  firmly  rooted,  become  eve- 
ry day  more  powerfull  and  formi- 
dable, by  the  conjun&ion  of  the  par- 
ticular League  of  the  Tarifians,  which 
caus'd  fuch  furious  diforders,  under 
the  famous  name  of  the  Jixteen; 
and  which  was  fram'd  in  Paris,  about 
this  time,  in  that  manner  which  I  am 
now  going  to  relate. 

After  that,  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
firft  Prefident,    Chrtftopher  de  Thou, 
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and  fome  other  Magiftrates,  thecourfe 
of  the  League  was  ftopp'd  at  Paris* 
where  it  had  begun  to  make  fome  im- 
preflion,  after  it  had  been  fign'd  by 
the  Picards,  all  things  were  in  a  peace- 
able condition  there,  none  daring  to 
hold  any  fecret  Cabals  againfl  the 
State ;  till  fuch  time  as  on  occafion 
of  the  Conference  betwixt  the  King 
of  Navarre  and  the  Duke  d'  Efpernon 
in  Guyenne  ,  a  malicious  report  was 
rais'd,  that  the  King  protefted  the  Hu- 
guenots ^  who  fo  foon  as  their  Head 
lliould  mount  the  Throne,  which  he 
pretended  to  be  his  right,  wou'd  not 
fail  to  abolifli  the  Catholique  Religion 
in  France.  For  then  it  was,  that  a 
mean  Citizen  of  Paris  calfd  La  Roche 
Blonde  a  man  rather  weak  and  filly, 
than  wicked,  prejudiced  by  the  calum- 
nies, which  the  fa&ious  publifh'd  a- 
gainft  the  King,  got  it  into  his  head, 
through  a  falfe  zeal  of  Religion,  that 
the  good  Catholique s  of  Paris  ihou'd 
unite  themfelves  together,  and  oppofe 
with  ail  their  force  the  King  s  defigns, 
( who,  as  it  was  imagin'd,  favoured 
the  Heretiques  )  and  hinder  the  King 
of  Navarre \  from  his  Succefiion  to  the 
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Crown.  To  this  purpofe,  he  ad-  ^J^*** 
drefs'd  himfelf  immediately  to  one 
Mr.  Matthew  de  Launoy,  who  having 
firjft  been  a  Pried  was  afterwards  the 
Minifter  of  Sedan,  from  whence  h© 
had  efcap'd  in  his  own  defence,  being 
there  taken  in  Adultery,  and  there- 
upon renouncing  his  Cahinifm,  was 
made  Canon  of  Soijfons,  and  at 
that  time  preach'd  at  Paris.  He  alfo 
communicated  his  defign  to  two  noted 
Dodlours ,  and  Curats ;  the  one  of 
Saint  Sever  in,  nam'd  John  Prevofl , 
and  the  other  of  Saint  Benet,  who  was 
the  famous  Mr.  John  Boucher,  one  of 
the  mod  follow'd  Preachers  of  Paris  ; 
but  whofe  talent  chiefly  confided  in 
his  extreme  boldnefs,  which  ftretch'd 
even  to  impudence,  a  man  more  pro- 
per, as  it  appear  d,  to  raife  a  great  Se- 
dition, by  his  violent  and  furious  de- 
clamations, than  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
of  Jefus  Chrifi,  which  infpires  onely 
humility,  obedience,  andfubmiffionto 
the  higher  Powers. 

Thefe  men  being  united  all  four 
in  the  fame  opinion,  which  the  Spirit 
of  Divifionand  Rebellion,  difguis'd  un- 
der the  fpecious  appearance  of  Zeal, 
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infpir'd  into  them,  communicated  to 
each  other  the  names  of  all  their  feve- 
ral  acquaintance  in  Paris,  who  were 
moft  proper  to  enter  into  Society  with 
them,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
an  Holy  Union  of  Catholiques  in  that 
great  City  ;  which  without  farther 
deliberation  they  coucluded  to  be  of 
abfolute  neceffity,  to  preferve  Religi- 
on in  France,  and  to  extinguifh  Ty- 
ranny: for  by  that  name  it  was  that 
thofe  factious  Bygots  took  the  licence 
to  call  the  Government.  But  for  fear 
of  being  too  foon  difcover'd  by  their 
multitude,  as  it  had' happened  former* 
ly  in  Paris,  when  the  project  of  the 
League  was  firfl  broach'd,  they  agreed 
each  of  them  to  name  two  Aflbciats, 
of  the  moll  confiding  men  they  knew^ 
to  whom  they  fhou'd  communicate 
the  whole  fecret  of  their  enterprife. 
Upon  which  ,  La  rcche  Blond  chofe 
the  Sieur  Lewis  £  Orleans,  a  famous 
Advocate,  and  the  Sieur  Acarie,  Ma- 
iler of  the  Accompts,  who  was  af- 
terwards ironically  calFd  the  Lac- 
quay  of  the  League,  becaufe,  that  be- 
ing lame  ,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who 
went  and  came,  and  adled  with  moft 
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earneftnefs,  for  the  intereft  of  his  par-  ^'^s** 
ty :  The  fame  man,  who  was  Huf- 
band  to  that  pious  Mary  of  the  Incar- 
nation, of  whofc  good  example  lie 
profited  fo  ill.  The  Curat  ofSt.Benet, 
nam'd  Mignager,  an  Advocate,  and 
Cruch  a  Procureur  of  Parlament.  He 
of  St.  Severin,  gave  his  voice  for  the 
Sieur  de  Caumont  an  Advocate,  and  a 
Merchant,  call'd  Compan.  Matthew 
de  Launoy,  who  was  not  yet  fo  well 
acquainted  in  Paris,  cou'd  name  but 
one,  which  was  the  Sieur  de  Man£vrey 
Treafurer  of  France,  of  the  Houfe  des 
Hennequins.  But  to  complete  the  num- 
ber of  eighty  they  Aflbciated  with  him 
the  Sieur  d'  Effiat,  a  Gentleman  of  Au- 
vergne,  who  was  very  well  known  to 
the  Curat  of  St.  Severin,  who  made 
himfelf  anfwerable  for  him. 

Thefe  twelve  (  as  I  may  call  them  } 
falfe  Apoftles,  were  the  Founders  of 
the  League  in  Paris,  who  admirably 
counterfeiting  zeal  for  the  publick 
good,  and  difcourflng  of  nothing  elfe 
amongft  their  friends  in  private,  but 
of  the  oppreffions  of  the  people,  of  the 
avarice  and  infolence  of  the  Favou- 
rites, the  correfpondeftce  which  the 
*    H  King 
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,AnZ!^\  K*nS  ^dd  w^^  t^ie  Heac*  °f  ^e  Hu- 
guenotsy  and  the  manifeft  danger  in 
which  they  were  of  lofing  their  Reli- 
gion ,  had  immediately  made  many 
Churchmen  Profelytes  of  their  opini- 
on, as  alfo  Lawyers,  and  Shop-kee- 
pers, as  for  example,  John  Pelletier^ 
Curat  of  St.Jaques  de  la  Boucher ie , 
Guinceflre  Curat  of  St.Gervafe,  La 
Morlkre  a  Notary,  Rolland  a  Collector 
of  the  King's  Revenue,  the  Commif- 
fary  Louchard,  the  Procureurs,  Emmo- 
not  and  La  Chape  tie  ,  and  Buffy  Le 
Clerc  ,  the  moft  Factious  of  all  the 
Leaguer Sy  befides  many  others  whofe 
names  are  of  little  confequence  to  the 
Hiftory ,and  who  w7ou'd  doe  their  pofte- 
rky  but  fmall  credit  to  be  mention  d. 

But  to  maintain  at  leafl  fome  kind 
of  order,  in  a  defign  which  tended  to 
the  confufion  and  ruine  of  the  State, 
and  to  take  care  that  their  Confpiracy 
might  take  no  vent,  there  was  imme- 
diately eftablifh'd  a  Council  of  Ten, 
who  were  fele&ed  out  of  that  great- 
number,  to  meet  together,  fometimes 
at  one  man's  houfe,  fometimes  at  ano- 
ther's, very  fecretly ;  but  moft  com- 
monly they  met  at  his  lodgings  who 

*  was 
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was  the  mofl  defperate  of  them  all,  Ann.  1584. 
and  who  during  the  greateft  part  of  v-/"V"n«* 
that  time  was  the  leading  man  in  all 
deliberations,  I  mean  the  Curat  of  St. 
Benet,  in  his  chamber  at  the  College 
of  Svr bonne ,  and  afterwards   at  the 
College  of  Forteret ,  whither  he  re- 
tired, and  which  afterwards  on  that 
account  was  call'd  the  Cradle  of  the 
League.     Out  of  thefe  Ten ,  there  were 
appointed  Six,  which  were,  La  Roche 
Blond,  Compan,  Cruce,   Louchart,    La 
Chape/Ie  and  BuJJy,    amongft  whom 
the  fixteen  Wards  of  Paris  were  diftri- 
buted,    for  them  to  obferve  in  their 
refpe&ive  Divifions,  all  that  occurred, 
,  either   to  the   furtherance ,    or  the 
difadvantage  of  their  Plot,  and  to  pick 
up  thofe,  whom  they  cou  d  draw  into 
their  Fadion  with  moll  eafe  '  as  alfo 
there  to  put  in  execution,    by  their 
Accomplices,  whatfoever  they  had  re- 
folv'd  in  their  Cabal ;  which  not  long 
after  was  inlarg'd  to  the  number  of 
Forty  Men,  the  moft  confiderable  a- 
mongft  them.    'Tis  upon  this  account   . 
that  the  firft  Union  of  the  Parijians, 
was  call'd  th6  Sixteen,  from  the  num- 
ber,   not  of  the  perfons  but  of  the 
Wards*  H  %  And^ 
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^wwj 584.  ^  And,  fince  nothing  fpreads  with  fo 
'  much  eafe,  and  fo  fuddenly,  efpecially 
amongft  the  Common-people ,  as  that 
difeafe  which  is  taken  by  contagion  ; 
fo  by  the  converfation,  which  thefe 
mtny  infe&ed  with  the  Spirit  of  Re- 
bellion, had  by  themfelves  and  their 
Emiflaries,  with  the  falfe  Zealots,  the 
fimple,  the  Malecontents,  the  facti- 
ous, the  greateft  part  of  the  populace, 
and  the  meanefl  fort  of  Citizens,  that 
evil,  which  was  infinitely  contagious, 
was  multiplied  with  eafe,  and  fpread  it 
felf  in  little  time  through  all  the  Quar- 
ters of  the  Town.  And  it  encrea sd 
with  fo  much  vigour,  that  thofe  Mu- 
tineers, who  at  their  beginning  durfl 
not  openly  appear,  but  held  their 
meetings  as  privately  as  they  cou'd, 
out  of  their  fear  to  be  difcover'd,  now 
believ'd  themfelves  fo  formidably 
ftrong,  and  fo  very  numerous,  that 
none  wou'd  dare  to  make  head  againfl 
them. 

They  had  even  the  boldnefs  to  fend 
their  Deputies  into  all  the  Provinces,  to 
invite  into  their  new  Ajfociation  thole 
who  had  declared  for  that  of  Peronne, 
who  fign'd  at  this  time  to  a  Paper  more 

pernicious 
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pernicious  than  the  firfl.  For  where-  Aimi^ 
as  in  the  other,  they  promis'd  by  their 
fecond  Article  to  employ  their  lives 
and  fortunes  for  defence  of  King  Henry 
the  Third,  in  his  Authority,  and  to 
caufe  due  obedience  to  be  rendered  to 
him  •  They  fwear  in  this  other,  that 
they  enter  into  the  Union  with  the 
Pariftans,  not  onely  to  exterminate  the 
Heretiques,  but  alio  to  deflroy  Hypo- 
crifie,  and  Tyranny,  thatistofay,  in 
their  execrable  meaning,  to  pull  down 
the  Authority  of  Henry  the  Third, 
whom  they  accus'd  of  thofe  two  crimes 
with  all  injuftice  imaginable.  This 
is  that,  which  was  calFd  the  League  of 
Sixteen,  which  after  the  former  League 
was  joyn'd  to  it,  by  its  fecret  Agents 
refiding  in  Park ,  acknowledge  in 
reality  the  Duke  of  Guife  for  their 
Head,  and  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  one- 
ly in  appearance. 

In  the  mean  time,  that  Duke  finding 
himfelf  to  be  fo  powerfully  fupported, 
and  all  things  well  difpos'd  for  his  en- 
terprife,  as  he  cou'd  poffibly  defire, 
refolv'd  at  laft  on  execution.  To  this 
effed:,  being  retir'd  from  Court  into 
his  Government  of  Champaign,  under 
H  3  pretence 
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>to)  1584.  pretence  of  fome  difcon tent,  he  went 
V"VV  t0  Joinville,  where  (as  matters  had 
been  laid  before )  there  met  him,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  Envoyes  of  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  thofe  of  the  Car- 
dinal of  Bourbon,  who  had  taken  on 
.  himfelf  the  quality  of  firft  Prince  of 
the  Bloud,  and  Heir  prefumptive  of 
the  Crown.  And  there,  (the  Duke  afl> 
ing  for  himfelf,  and  for  the  Princes 
his  Confederates,  )  was  concluded  a 
perpetual  League,  both  OfFenfive  and 
Defenfive,  for  them,  their  Allies,  and 
their  Defendants  ,•  by  which  it  was 
covenanted,  That  to  preferve  in  France 
the  Catholique  Religion,  the  Cardinal 
of  Bourbon ,  in  cafe  the  King  Ihpu'd 
die  without  Children,  fhou'd  fucceed 
him,  as  neareft  Heir  to  the  Crown, 
from  which  all  the  Heretique  Princes, 
ihou'd  forever  ftand  excluded  ;  as  alfo 
iuch  of  them  as  were  favourers  of  He- 
retiques,  and  above  all,  thofe  who 
were  relaps'd,  fo  that  any  of  them, 
who  h^d  ever  made  profellion  of  He- 
refie,  or  who  had  pnely  given  tole- 
ration to  it,  ihou'd  never  be  judg'd  ca- 
pable of  Reigningo  That  the  Cardi- 
mf*  when  King,  ihou'd  baniih  out 
;,;  of 
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of  the  Realm   all  thofe  Heretiques;  ^j^4- 
fliou'd  caufe  all   the  Decrees  of  the 
Council  of  Trent  to  be  obferv'd,  and 
fliou'd  folemnly  renounce  the  Alliance 
made  with  the  Turk.    That  the  King 
of  Spain  fliou'd  furnifli  every  month 
fifty  thoufand  Piftoles,  for  the  charges 
of  the  War,  which  by  obligation  was 
to  be  made  againft  the  Huguenots,  and 
againft  the  King  himfelf,   in  cafe  he 
flioud  not  abandon  them.    That  alfo 
the  Cardinal,  and  the  other  Princes  of 
the  League  ,  flioud  mutually  afliftHis 
Catholique    Majefty  with    all    their 
Forces ,    in  reducing  his    Rebellious 
Subjects  of  the  Low  Countries,  under 
his  obedience,    and  caufe  the  Trea- 
ty of  Camhray  to  be  pun&ually  ob- 
ferv'd. 

After  this,  the  Duke  receiving  im- 
mediate payment  of  one  half  or  the 
money  (lipulated  for  his  Penfion,  or- 
der d  fome  levies  of  Siviffes,  and  Rei- 
ters  to  be  made  by  the  Colonels  Phif- 
fer,  and  Chrijlopher  de  Bajfompierre, 
who  were  entirely  at  his  Devotion. 
But  before  he  cou  d  draw  thofe  Forces 
together,  the  Deputies  from  the  States 
of  the  Low  Countries,  about  the  fame 

H  4  time 
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^^^584.  time,  coming  to  make  tender  of  them- 
Myes  to  the  King,  and  prefling  him 
extremely  on  behalf  of  their  Superi- 
ors, to  accept    the  Sovereignty  of 
thofe    Provinces  j    the  Spaniards    to 
ward  that  fatal  blow  ,  and  to  hinder 
him  from  lending  a  powerful!  Army 
into  Flanders  againft  them,  refolding 
to  make  a  prefent  diverfion ,  obliged 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  who  by  reafon  of 
his  ingagement  cou'd  refufe  them  no- 
thing, to  begin  the  War  againll  the 
King. 

Accordingly  he  began  it  with  the 
furprife  of  Tou/9  and  of  Verdun ,  and 
pofidling  himfelfofChaalon  and  Me- 
zieresy  of  the  moft  confiderable  Towns 
of '  Picardy  by  his  Coufin  the  Duke  &\ 
Aumale,  of  Dijon  and  the  greatefl  part 
of  Eourgogne  by  the  Duke  of  Mayenne 
his  Brother,   of Orleans  by  the  Sieur 
d'  Ent r agues ,  of  many  other  places  by 
his  Dependants  ,   and  of  the  Gity  of 
Lyons  it  jfelf,  by  the  Souldiers  of  Cap^ 
tain  Le  Pajfage,  whom  the  Duke  of 
Efpemon  had  plac'd  there,  and  who 
being  corrupted  by  the  Emiflaries  of 
the  Guifes,  turn'd  out  their  Comman- 
der who  helfd  the  Citadel  which  they 

them- 
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themfelves  demolifh'd,  and  declared  Am}&4> 
openly  for  the  League,  faying  malici- 
oufly  in  their  own  excufe,  what  they 
had  been  taught  by  the  Leaguers,  that 
they  wou'd  not  be  damn  d  tor  ferving 
fhe  King ,  who  was  a  favourer  of 
Heretiques,  and  adding  falfely,  that 
%  he  Jefuits  whom  they  had  confulted 
upon  that  point,  had  abfolv'd  them 
from  the  Oath  which  they  had  made 
him, 

Now  as  all  the  Favourites,  and  prin- 
cipally Efpernon,  were  as  generally  ab- 
horr'd,  as  the  Duke  of  Guife  was  be- 
Iov'd,  thofe  two  paflions  love  and  ha- 
tred joynd  with  hopes  of  raifing  them- 
ielves  by  Civil  Wars,  ingag'd  a  great 
number  of  the  mod  confiderable  and 
braveft  of  the  Court ,  to  take  part 
with  the  Leaguers  ;  And  amongft  o- 
thers  Charles  de  CoJJe,  Count,  and  af- 
terwards Duke  of  Briffac,  Son  to  the 
great  Marfhal  de  .Brijfac  Viceroy  of 
Fiedmont,  and  Brother  to  the  brave 
Timoleon,  Colonel  of  the  French  In- 
fantry ,  Claude  de  la  Chajlre ,  Bailiff' 
of  Berry,  Francis  d'  Efpinay  de  Saint 
f^uc,  the  Count  of  Randan,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Bcu  Dauphint  the  Marquis  de 

Rane. 
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4^i|ffe  Rane,  Claude  de  Baufremont  Baron  of 
Senecey,  who  allur'd  into  it  Anthony 
de  Brichanteau  ,    Beavais  Nangis  his 
Brother- in-Law  ;    Son  to  the  Valiant 
Marquis  de  Nangis,  Nicholas  de  Bri- 
chanteau,  Knight  of  the  Order ,  who 
died  of  his  wounds  received  at  the  Bat- 
tel o^Dreux,  bravely  fighting  for  his 
King  and  his  Religion  ;  This  generous 
Son  of  his  having  ierv'd  the  King  very 
gallantly  ,    both   in  Poland  and    in 
France,  having  alfo  been  efteern  d  by 
him,  and  admitted  into  the  favour  of 
his  Confidence,  was  retired  from  Court, 
becaufe  the  Duke  of  Efpemon,  after 
he  had  carried  from  him  the  Com- 
mand of  Colonel  of  the  French  Infan- 
try which  had  been  promis'd  him  by 
the  King,  caus'd  alfo  to  be  taken  from 
him  that  ofc  Maiflre  de  C 'amp ,of  the  Re- 
giment of  Guards :   in  the  juft  refent- 
ment  of  which  injury,  he  was  not  able 
to  refill  the  preffing  folicitations  of  thofe 
two  Lords,  de  Kane,  and  de  Senecey^who 
to  draw  him  along  with  them  into  the 
Duke  ofGu/fes  party,  made  himapro- 
mife  from  the  Duke,  which  was  ne- 
ver performed  to  him,  (m.)  thatrno 
peace  ihou'd  be  concluded    but  upon 

con* 


■  I 


The  Hi^ory  of  the  League.        107 

condition ,   that  Efpernon  his  Enemy  ^jwjjs* 
Ihou'd  be  turn  d  out  of  Court,  and  that 
his  charge  of  Colonel  of  the  French  In- 
fantry ihou'd  be  reftord  ;  farther  aflure- 
ing  him5thathe  fhou'd  exercife  the  fame 
Command  in  the  Army  of  the  League. 
Thus  it  may  be  feen  how  much  the 
haughty  and  injurious  proceeding  of 
that  Favourite,  was  advantageous  to  the 
Duke  of  Guife.  Therefore  whenoneof 
his  Captains,  who  had  heard  him  make 
great  complaints  of  the  Duke  of  Efper- 
non ofler'd  himfelf  to  murther  him,  as 
hepafs'd  through  Chadlons  in  his  return 
from  Metzy  by  no  means  (  reply 'd  he  ) 
I  ihou'd  be  very  forry  he  were  dead  ;  for 
he  gives  us  many  gallant  men  ,  who 
wou'd  never  ingage  in  our  party,  if  the 
defire  of  revenging  fo  many  intolera- 
ble affronts,  as  are  daily  put  on  the 
worthieft  of  the  Court ,  by  that  little 
Cadet  ofGafcony,  did  not  bring  them 
over  to  us. 

In  this  manner  the  Duke  of  Guife 
made  himfelf  every  day  more  power- 
full,  both  by  the  peoples  love  to  him, 
and  their  hatred  to  the  Favourites, 
Infomuch  that  the  King  feeing  fo  for- 
midable a  party  arm'd  againft  him, 

was 
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Anmi$$r  wasforc'd  to  anfwer  the  Low  Country 
1  Deputies,  with  tears  in  his  Eyes,  that 
in  his  preient  condition,  he  was  not 
able  to  accept  their  offers,  as  he  wou'd 
certainly  have  done  in  a  more  favour- 
able conjuncture,  which  never  after- 
wards befell  him.  Obferve  now  the 
foil  Exploit  of  the  League  ,  which  if 
it  had  never  occafion'd  any  other  mif- 
chief,  than  this  to  have  hindered  the 
reuniting  of  the  Low  Countries  to  us, 
which  were  the  firil  Conquefl  of  our 
Crown,  and  the  moil  ancient  Patri- 
mony of  our  Kings/tis  moft  certain  that 
for  this  onely  reafon,  it  ought  to  be  had 
in  deteftation  by  all  good  Frenchmen. 

But  that  which  ought  to  render  it 
yet  more  odious,  is  that  they  did  not 
onely  take  up  Arms  in  manifeft  Re- 
bellion againft  their  King  ,  but  alfo 
tim'd  it  fo  unluckily  and  mifchievouf- 
ly  ,  that  far  from  exterminating  the 
Huguenots,  which  they  made  a  ihow 
to  defire,  they  hinder'd  by  that  War 
the  ruine  of  Huguenot  ifm,  which  was 
mouldring  infenfibly  by  the  Peace. 
And  truly  all  things  were  difpos'd  in 
fuch  a  manner ,  that  had  they  conti* 
nued  never  fo  little  longer   in  that 

peaceable 
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peaceable  Eftate  they  then  enjoy 'd  ,  /'^J*®* 
there  is  hardly  any  doubt  to  be  made,  * 
but  that  Herefie  which  grew  every 
day  weaker,  wou  d  in  the  end  have 
crumbled  into  nothing.  Mod  certain- 
ly the  King  who  mortally  hated  the  Hu- 
guenots, which  appeared  but  too  vifibly 
in  the  Maflacre'of  Sx.Bartholomew,  and 
who  was  not  able  to  deftroy  them  by 
force,  had  taken  his  meafures  fo  furelv, 
by  changing  that  manner  of  procee- 
ding, that  he  had  infallibly  compafs'd 
his  ends  by  the  Peace  he  gave  them, 
had  it  continued  a  while  longer. 

For  at  that  very  time  ,  when  the 
Duke  who  was  fo  long  in  demurring, 
e'er  he  came  to  a  reiolution  ,  at  kit 
took  Arms ,  under  pretence  of  abo- 
liftiing  Herefie  in   France  ;    'tis  well 
known,  that  there  were  not  remaining 
above  twenty  Minifters  in  all  the  Pro- 
vinces on  this  fide  the  Loire  :  none  of 
them  writ  any  thing  againft  the  Ca- 
tholique   Religion ,  neither  was  there 
any  Huguenot  in  Office  or  Employ- 
ment.    The  King  of  Navarre ,  who 
was  Head  of  that  Party,  at  that  time 
was  defirous  of  nothing  more,  than  to 
return  into  the  King  s  favour,  and  that 

he 
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Anmi^  he  might  defer ve  that  Honour ,  he 
had  not  long  before  advertised  him , 
that  the  fame  Philip  King  of  Spain  , 
whoafFe&ed  to  appear  with  fo  much 
oftentation,  the  great  Defender  of  the 
Catholique  Faith  againftthe  Proteftants, 
had  proffer  d  him  large  Sums  of  mo- 
ney, and  promis'd  to  affift  him  in  re- 
ducing Guyenne  under  his  Command , 
on  condition  that  he  wou'd  break  the 
Peace,  which  the  King  had  given  to 
the  Huguenots^  and  caufe  them  to  re- 
fume  their  Arms,  to  which  he  woud 
never  give  confent.     In  like  manner 
the  King,  who  held  himfelf  aflur'd  of 
him,  fail'd  not  to  advife  him ,  that  he 
iliou  d  beware  of  fome  fecret  pra&ices 
amongft  the  Huguenots, who  began  to  be 
fufpicious  of  his  conduct,  and  that  by  no 
means  he  fhou'd  permit  any  other  but 
himfelf  to  be  Head  and  Prote&our  of 
that  Party.    Thus  it  was  to  have  been 
hop'd,  that  under  favour  of  this  Peace 
which  had  difartnd  the  Huguenots  , 
they  wou'd  have  been  reduced  infen- 
fibly,  if  the  Leaguers  by  taking  up 
Arms  to  force  the  King  ,  as  in  effect 
they  did,  to  break  the  Peace  which  he 
had  given  them,  had  not  neceffitated 

thera 
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them  to  recommence  the  War  ,  which   Anm  1584. 
in  the  progrefs  of  it  was  favourable  to  ^^V^s-^ 
them. 

In  the  mean  time,  amidft  the  many 
good  Fortunes  which  happcnd  to  the 
League  in  the  overture  of  the  War, 
they  had  the  difpleafure  of  failing  in 
their  endeavours  to  poilefs  themfelves 
of  two  very  confiderable  Cities  in  the 
Kingdom ;  and  fuch  as  had  render'd 
them  abfolute  Matters  of  Provence  and 
Guyenne.      The  one  was   Mar  fettles , 
which  the  fecond  Conful,  feigning  to 
have  received  Orders  from  the  King 
to  invade  the  Huguenots,  had  put  into 
commotion  ,  and  was  juft  ready   to 
have  delivered  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Gulfards  ;  but  being  circumvented  and 
taken,  by  fome  honed  Citizens  who 
had  difcover'd  his  Treafon,  he  was  im- 
mediately hang'd,  and  appeas'd  by  his 
death  the  Sedition,  which  he  had  rais'd 
to  have  betray 'd  them.     Lodomck  de 
Gonzaga  Duke  of  Never s,  was  accus'd 
as  Authourof  that  Enterprife,  in  hope 
to  have  feis'd  the  Government  of  Pro- 
vence, but  he  mofl  conftantly  deni'd 
it.     And  as  about   that  time  he  re- 
nounced the   League;    the  Duke    of 

Guife 
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Am*  1584.  Guife  his  Brother-in-Law  upbraided 
him,  that  he  had  never  done  it,  but 
out  of  fliame  and  vexation  to  have 
mifs'd  his  blow. .  He  on  the  other  fide 
proteiled,  that  he  changed  Parties  one- 
ly  for  the  fatisfadion  of  his  Confci- 
ence  which  obliged  him  fo  to  doe.  On 
which  Subjed  to  juftifie  his  procedure, 
he  affirm'd,  that  he  had  never  enter'd 
into  the  League ,  but  that  it  was  con- 
fidently told  him,  that  the  Pope  had 
licensed  and  approved  of  it  ;  But  that 
having  fome  reafons  to  fufped:  the 
contrary,  he  had  fent  three  feveral 
times  to  Pope  Gregory  the  thirteenth, 
to  be  fatisfi'd  of  his  doubts,  andnam'd 
the  Meflenger,  who  was  Father  Claude 
Matthew  a  Jefuite ,  call'd  the  Pofl  of 
the  League ,  becaufe  he  was  in  conti- 
nual motion  betwixt  Rome  and  Paris, 
employed  in  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Holy 
Union,  of  which  he  was  a  mod  ardent 
and  zealous  Fa&our.  And  that  Duke 
pofitively  affirm'd ,  that  after  all,  he 
cou'd  never  draw  from  the  Pope  any 
kind  of  approbation ,  not  fo  much  as 
by  word  of  mouth,  much  lefs  in  writ- 
ing, for  he  always  anfwer'd ,  that  he 
eou'd  never  fee  into  the  depth  of  that 
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affair,  and  therefore  wou'd  not  be  in-^-j*8* 
gag'd  in  it. 

The  other  Town  which  the  League 
mifs'd  of  furprizing  was  Bourdeaux , 
where  the  mod  zealous  Catholiques, 
who  were  enrag'd  agairtft  the  Hugue- 
nots, endeavour'd  to  have  made  them- 
felves  Matters  for  the  League,  and  had 
already  advancd  their  Barricades  to 
the  very  Lodgings  of  Marihal  de  Ma- 
tigwn  their  Governour ,  a  faithfull 
Servant  to  the  King ,  and  a  deelar'd 
Enemy  to  the  Guifes :  But  that  Lord, 
equally  Wife ,  Valiant  and  Refolute , 
knew  fo  well  by  addrefs  to  manage 
the  minds  of  thofe  Citizens,  that  ope* 
ning  for  himfelf  a  paflage  through  the 
Barricades,  without  other  Arms  than 
a  Sword  by  his  fide,  and  a  riding  Rod 
in  his  hand ,  he  feiz  d  on  one  of  the 
Gptes,  through  which  caufing  fome 
of  his  Troops  to  enter,  who  wrere  not 
far  from  thence,  he  not  onely  aflur'd 
himfelf  of  the  Town,  but  alfo  got  pof- 
feflion  of  Chateau  Trompette,  after 
having  feiz  d  the  Governour,  who  was 
fufpeded  by  him,  and  who  was  fo  ve- 
ry filly,  ;  to  come  out  of  the  Caftle  and 
take  part  of  an  Entertainment ,    to 

I  which 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

which  the  Marflial  had  inyited  the 
chiefefl  of  the  Town. 

To  proceed,  at  the  fame  time  when 
the  League  took  Arms,  and  began  the 
War,  with  furprizing  by  Strategem, 
or  taking  by  force  lb  many  places  trom 
the  King,  they  publifh'd  their  Mani- 
fed,  under  the  name  of  the  Cardinal 
de  Bourlon^  who  by  the  raoft  caprici- 
ous weaknefs  that  can  be  imagin'd, 
had  got  into  his  head,  at  the  Age  of 
threefcore  and  fo  many  years  ,  that  he 
fhou' d  fucceed  a  King ,  who  was  yet 
in  the  flower  of  his  Youth.  That 
Cardinal  in  that  paper,  having  befpat- 
ter  d  the  King,  and  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, with  all  the  venom,  which 
the  factious  ordinarily  threw  upon 
thofe  two  Princes,  to  make  them  o^ 
dious  to  the  people  ,  concludes  that 
his  party  had  taken  Arms  ,  onely  to 
preferve  Religion  ,  exterminate  He- 
refie,  to  Bamlh  from  the  Court  thofe 
who  abus'd  the  King's  Authority  , 
and  to  reitore  the  three  Orders  of 
the  Realm  ,  to  their  primitive  E[- 
tate. 

The  Proclamation  of  a  King  againft 
his  rebellious  Subjects,  ought  to  be  no 

other 
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other  but  a. good  Army,  which  he  may  *n^&>- 
have  in  a  readinefs  long  before  them, 
and  reduce  them  to  reafon  e'er  they 
have  time  and  means  to  gather  Forces 
Sufficient  to  oppofe  their  Sovereign. 
This  was  what  the  King  was  advis'd 
to  have  done,  by  his  belt  Servants, 
and  efpecially  by  the  Lord:  John  dy 
Aumont ,  Count  of  Chateau-Ron,  and 
Marfhal  of  France  :  He,  whofe  invio* 
lable  fidelity  in  the  Service  of  the 
Kings  his  Mailers,  and  his  extraordi- 
nary Courage,  tn  d  in  fo  many  a&:i* 
ons,  joyn'd  with  a  perfeft  knowledge 
of  all  that  belongs  to  a  great  Captain, 
,  have  rendered  him  one  of  the  moft  illus- 
trious perfons  of  that  Age.  This  faith- 
full  Servant,  not  able  to  endure  ei* 
ther  the  infolence  of  the  Rebels  ,  or 
the  too  great  mildnefs  of  his  Mailer, 
advis'd  him  refolutely  ,  that  with  his 
Guards,  and  the  old  Regiments  which 
he  might  Suddenly  form  into 
an  Army  ,  he  ftiou'd  immediately 
March  into  Champaign,  and  there  fail 
upon  the  Leaguers ,  who  were  yet  in 
no  condition  to  oppofe  him. 

And  truly  it  appear'd  but  too  plain- 
ly that  this  was  the  Counfell  w7hich 
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ought  to  have  been  followed.  For  at 
the  beginning  of  this  firft  War  of  the 
League,  the  Duke  of  Guife  (  to  whom 
the  Spaniards  ,  after  fuch  magnificent 
promifes  of  fo  many  thoufand  Piftoles, 
had  not  yet  paid  one  befides  his  Pen- 
fion, )  was  not  able  with  all  his  cre- 
dit, and  his  cunning,  to  raife  above 
five  thoufand  men,  the  greatefl  part 
of  which  were  of  Lorrain  Troops,  who 
came  flragling  in  by  a  File  at  a  time, 
and  whom  the  King,  had  there  yet  re- 
main d  alive  in  his  Soul  but  one  fpark 
of  that  Fire,  which  once  fo  Nobly  ani- 
mated him,  whenbeing  Duke  of  Anjouy 
he  performed  fo  many  gallant  actions, 
might  have  eafily  difpers'd  with  his 
Houfehold Troops,  and  fuch  of  the 
Nobility  as  were  about  him,  who  had 
been  immediately  followed  by  the  bra- 
veft  of  the  Nation,  had  they  once  be- 
held him  but  on  Horfeback. 

To  this  purpofe ,  Beavais  Nangis, 
who  was  infinitely  furpris'd  to  find 
the  Duke  of  Guife  at  Chadlons ,  fo 
thinly  attended  by  his  Troops,  hav- 
ing demanded  of  him  what  were  his 
intentions,  in  cafe  the  King  fliou'd  fall 
upon  him  before  he   had    aflembled 

greater 
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greater  Forces,  he  anfwer'd  him  coldly,  ^JJ^\ 
that  then  he  had  no  other  way  to  take,  ^^"^ 
but  to  retire  into  Germany  with  what 
fpeed  hecou'd.  But  the  Queen  Mother, 
who  held  a  Correipondence  at  that  time 
with  the  Gu/fes^and  that  fatal  love  which 
the  King  had  to  a  lazy  quiet  life,  which 
he  cou  d  not  quit  without  extreme  re- 
pugnance, and  which  immediately 
replung  d  him  into  his  pleafant  dreams, 
wherein  he  feem'd  to  be  enchanted, 
render'd  fruitlefs  fo  wholfome  an  ad- 
vice. Infomuch  that  he  fatisfied  him- 
felf  with  snaking  a  feeble  and  timo- 
rous Declaration,  wherein  anfwering 
the  Confpiratours  i5  a  kind  of  a  re- 
fpedfull  way,  as  if  he  fear'd  to  give 
them  any  manner  of  offence,  he  feem'd 
rather  to  plead  his  Innocence  before 
his  Judges,  than  to  fpeak  awfully  to 
his  Rebels  like  a  King ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  gave  leifure  to  the  Duke  otGuife 
to  form  a  Body  of  Ten  or  twelve  thou- 
fand  Foot,  and  about  Twelve  hundred 
Horfe. 

The  King  of  Navarre,  at  whom  the 
Leaguers  particularly  amid,    did  in- 
deed make  his  Declaration,   which  he 
addrefs'd  to  the  King,   and  to  all  the 
I  3  PriEsei 
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Princes  and  Potentates  of  Chriflen- 
*  dom  ;  but  he  made  it  in  a  manner, 
which  was  worthy  of  the  greatnefs  of 
his  courage,  by  the  mafculine  and 
eloquent  Pen  of  Du  Plejfis  Mornay  ; 
who  particularly  underftood  how  to 
ferve  his  Mafler  according  to  his  Ge- 
nius. For,  after  having  generoufly  ref  u» 
ted  the  calumnies,  with  which  the  Facti- 
ous charged  him,  he  made  proteftation 
that  he  was  no  wTays  an  Enemy  to  the 
C  a  tholiques, nor  to  their  Religion,w7hich 
he  was  moil  ready  to  embrace,  when- 
foever  he  ihoud  be  inftru&ed  by 
another  method,  than  what  was  us'd 
to  him  after  St.  Bartholomew,  by  hol- 
ding the  Dagger  to  his  Throat,  After 
which,  he  deciar'd,  that  aiithofe  who 
had  the  malice ,  or  the  impudence, 
to  fay  that  he  was  an  Enemy  to  Reli- 
gioii  and  to  the  State,  and  that  he  de- 
li gn'd  to  opprefs  either  of  them,  by 
an  imaginary  League ,  which  was  fall- 
!y  fuppos'd  to  have  been  made  to  that 
intent  at  Madgburg,  withrefpecft  to 
the  King's  Honour  ,  Eyed  in  their 
throats,  and  above  all  others  the  Duke 
ofGuiJe  ;  and  humbly  begg'd  his  Ma- 
jefty's  per  million  ,    without  regard  to 

his 
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his  being  firft  Prince  of  the  bloud,  that  /*2*lJ&* 
for  once  he  might  levell  himfelf  to  an  ' 
equality  with  him,  to  the  end  that  they 
might  decide  their  quarrel  ,  by  the 
way  of  Arms,  fingly  betwixt  them- 
selves, or, by  a  Duel,  two  to  two,  ten 
fo  ten,  or  twenty  againft  twenty,  to 
fpare  the  effufion  of  lo  much  bloud,  as 
mud  inevitably  be  flied  in  a  Civil  War. 
But  though  he  did  his  uttermoft  to 
excite  in  the  King  a  generous  refolu- 
tion  of  Arming  himfelf  againft  his  Re- 
bels,- though  he  offer'd  to  Combat 
them  in  his  own  perfon,  and  with  all 
his  Forces,  in  conjunction  with  thofe 
Catholiques  who  were  Enemies  to  the 
League,  and  that  he  afiiir'd  him  of 
powerfull  Succours  from  England  and 
from  Germany,  which  had  been  pro* 
mis'd,  yet  cou'd  he  never  ftrike  more 
fire  out  of  that  irrefolute  foul,  than 
onely  fome  faint  fparks  of  a  languifli- 
ing  and  impotent  anger,  which  his 
fear  and  effeminacy  foon  quench'd ; 
like  thofe  weak  motions  which  men 
feem  to  make  in  frightfull  dreams, 
when  they  rowze  themfeives  a  little 
but  immediately  yield  to  the  force 
of  'fleep. 

I  4  'lis 
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'Tis  acknowledge!  that  he  made  E-> 
dlCxs  againft  them,  injoyning  them  to 
lay  down  Arms,  and  commanding  all 
his  Subje£ls  to  ring  the  Larum  Bells 
againft  them,  and  to  cut  them  in  pieces 
if  they  difobey'd.  He  fummon'd  thp 
Nobility,  and  Princes  of  the  bkmd  to 
attend  him  :  he  gave  Commiftions , 
and  ifliied  put  Orders,  to  make  a  great 
Levy  of  Re  iters  and  Svoijfes^  and  com- 
manded his  Guards  to  be  in  a  readinefs 
to  march  to  the  rendefvouz,  which 
fliou  d  be  appointed  them.  But  after 
all,  the  infuperable  paflion  which  he 
had  for  quiet  and  the  foft  pleafures  of 
the  Cabinet,  and  the  fear  of  the  League 
with  which  he  was  potlelVd  by  the 
Queen  Mother,  who  held  intelligence 
with  the  Duke  of  Guifey  and  magni- 
fi'd  his  Forces  incomparably  beyond 
the  life,  together  with  the  advice  of 
fome  of  his  Council,  who  had  rather 
he  iliou'd  arm  againft  the  King  of  Na- 
varre his  faithful!  Subjed,  than  againft 
Cathcliques  though  Rebels,  brought 
the  matter  to  that  pafs  at  length,  that 
he  grew  colder  than  ever,  and  left  all 
things  to  the  management  of  his  Mo- 
ther, to  wrhom  he  gave  full  power  of 
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treating  with  the  Afiociated  Princes,  ^^1*8* 
and  even  of  concluding  as  foon  as  poffi- 
bly  fhe  cou  d  with  them,  on  what  con- 
ditions fhe  lhou'd  pleafe. 

Thus,  after  a  Conference  begun  at 
Efsmayy  and  afterwards  finifli'd  at  Afc- 
mours,  on  the  Seventh  of  July  1585-. 
a  Peace  was  concluded  with  the  Lea- 
guer sy  granting  them  whatfoever  they 
cou'd  demand,  either  for  Religion, 
qr  for  themfelves. 

For  wrhat  concernd  Religion,  an 
Edid:  was  made,  by  which  revoking 
all  thofe  that  had  formerly  been 
granted  in  favour  of  the  Huguenots v 
allexercife  of  the  pretendedly  reform'd 
Religion  was  prohibited:  The  Mini- 
fters  were  all  commanded  to  depart 
the  Kingdom  a  month  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Edid: ,  and  all  the 
King's  Subjects  enjoynd  to  make  pub- 
lique  profeffion  of  the  Cat  holt  que  Faith 
within  Six  months,  on  pain  of  baniili- 
ment.  And,  for  the  intereft  of  the 
Confederate  Princes,  wrho  affe&ed 
above  all  things  to  have  it  belie  v'd, 
that  their  principal  aim  was  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  Catholique  Faith,  a 
ratification  was   made  of  all    which 

they 
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they  had  done,    as  onely  undertaken 
for  the  maintenance  of  Religion,  and 
ferviceoftheKing  :  and  befides,  there 
was  a  promife  made  them,  that  they 
ihou'd   command  the  Armies  which 
were  to  put  this  Edid:  in  Execution  ; 
and  to  make  War  againfl  the  Hugue- 
nots, in  cafe  they  refus'd  fubmifiion  to 
it.     And  for  places  of  Caution,  befides 
Thoul  and  Verdun,  of  which  they  had 
poilefs'd   themfelves    at    firft ,   there 
were  granted  them  three  Towns  in 
Champaign,   Rheims,  Chaalons  and  St. 
Dizier  ;  Rue  in  Picardy,  befides  thofe 
of  which  they  were  already  Mafters 
in  that  Province,  which  had  declared 
firft  of  all  others  for  the  League.    Soif- 
fons  in  the  Ifle  of  France  :  in  Bretagne 
Dinan,  and  Concarneau  ;  and  Dijon  and 
Beaune  in  Bourgogne.  Yet  more,  there 
was  money  given  them  to  pay  the 
Souldiersthey  had  Levied  ;  and  to -the 
Cardinal  of  Bourbon,    to  the  Duke  of 
Guife,    his  two  Brothers ,   and  their 
Coufins  the  Dukes  ofMercteur,  ofAu- 
male,  and  of  Elleuf,  to  each  of  them 
a  Company  of  Arquebufiers  Q  or  Dra- 
goons) onHorfeback,  maintained  for 
their  Guard,  as  if  they  refolv'd  by  fo 
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glaring  a  mark  of  honour  to  make  * "^*** 
oftentation  of  their  triumph  over  the 
King,  againft  whom  they  had  newly 
gain  d  fo  great  a  victory  without  com- 
bate,  onely  by  the  terrour  of  their 
Arms  ;  which  contrary  to  the  order 
of  Nature,  made,  of  a  Mailer  and  a 
Sovereign,  the  Slave,  and  Executo  rof 
the  good  will  and  pleafure  of  his  Sub- 
jects. 

Such  was  the  Edid:  of  July,  which 
was  extorted  from  the  weaknefs  of  the 
King ;  who  immediately  perceiv'd,  that 
inftead  of  fecuring  Religion,and  his  own 
repofe,  by  granting  all  things  to  the 
League,  as  he  was  made  to  believe  he 
fiiou'd,  he  had  plung'd  himfelf  into  a 
furious  War,  which  might  have  been 
extremely  dangerous  to  Religion,  if  the 
Hujuenots  had  overcome  the  Cat  ho- 
liques.  Tis  what  he  himfelf  took  no- 
tice of  when  amidft  the  acclamations 
and  cries  of  Five  le  Roy,  which  refoun- 
dcd  from  every  part,  when  he  went  in 
Perfon  to  the  Parliament,  to  caufe  the 
Edid:  to  be  inroird,  he  was  not  able  to 
hold  from  faying  to  fome  about  him, 
with  a  fjgh,  I  much  fear,  that  in  go- 
ing about  to  deflroy  the  Preachments, 

we 
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we  fhall  hazard  the  Mafs ;  which  after- 
wards he  repeated  more  than  once  up- 
on feveral  occafions. 

And  truly  as  he  had  foretold,  imme- 
diately upon  the  publication  of  the 
Edid:,  the  War  was  kindled  through- 
out all  France.    For,  when  the  King 
of  Navarre  had  notice  that  the  King 
had  verified  the  Edid,    which  was  in 
reality  a  folemn  declaration  of  War 
againft  him,    he  united  himfelf  more 
firmly  than  ever  with  the  Prince  of 
Conde  and  the  whole  Huguenot  Party, 
in  an  Aflembly  which  was  held  for  that 
purpofe,  at  Bergerac.    And  thefe  two 
Princes  going  from  Guyenne  into  Lan- 
guedoc,  to  the  Marihal  Duke  of  Montmo- 
rancy,  who  was  Governour  of  that  Pro- 
vince, gave  him  fo  well  to  underftand, 
that  it  was  not  onely  his  particular  in- 
tereft  to  oppofe  the  Guifes,  who  lov'd 
him  not,    but  alfo  for  the  fervice  of 
the  King,  whofe  Authority  was  flruck 
at5  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Mo- 
narchy,   whofe  foundations  the  Lea- 
guers were    undermining ,   by  open 
breach  of-  the  Salt  que  Law,  that  they 
brought  him  over  into  their  Confede- 
racy, with  the  whole  party  of  the  Pa- 
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lit  i  que  s,  who  had  ever  acknowledged  ^v*^* 
him  their  Head. 

Thus,  inflead  of  the  Catholiques  be- 
ing united  againfl  the  Huguenots,  as 
they  had  always  been,  during  the  pre- 
ceding Reigns  under  Henry  the  Third 
and  his  Succeflbur,  they  were  divided 
into  two  parties;  whereof  one  was 
the  Leaguers,  and  the  other  the  Po- 
litique* ;  who  by  another  name  were 
caird  the  Royalifts.  And  at  that  time 
it  was  manifeftly  vifible,  that  the  War 
had  no  reference  to  Religion,  as  thofe 
of  the  League  pretended,  but  was  a 
War  purely  of  State  Intereft  j  fince  the 
Duke  of  Mont mor 'amy,  Head  of  thofe 
Catholiques  who  were  united  with  the 
Huguenots,  to  maintain  the  Authority 
of  the  King,  and  the  Royal  Family,  as 
was  declared  in  their  Manifefl  of  the 
Tenth  of  Auguft,  fhew'd  himfelf  on  all 
occafions  a  moil  zealous  Defender  of 
Religion;  therein  following  the  exam- 
ple of  the  Great  Conflable  his  Fa- 
ther. 

'Tis  certain,  that  he  protected  it  fo 
well  in  his  Government,  that  the  King 
of  Navarre  coud  fcarcely  bring  the 
Huguenots  to  confide  in  him  j  becaufe  he 
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always  opposed  the  progrefs  of  their  de- 
igns in  that  Province.  Healfo  exten- 
ded his  Zeal  into  the  County  of  Avig- 
non, and  hindered  Herefie  there  from 
taking  root : For  which  Pope  Gregory  the 
thirteenth,  thought  fit  to  make  hint 
great  acknowledgments  in  many  Let- 
ters. It  was  not  therefore  with  any  de- 
fign  of  ruining  Religion  that  the  King 
of  Navarre,  as  Head  of  the  Huguenots 
being  united  with  one  part  of  the  Ca- 
tholiques,  made  that  War ;  but  for 
prefervation  of  the  Ring  and  State, 
which  the  League  endeavoured  to  op- 
prefs ;  as  the  Ring  himfelf  underilood 
it  to  be,  not  long  time  after,  declaring 
that  he  had  not  a  better  fervant  than 
the  Marjhal  of  Montmorancy.  And 
fucli  indeed  did  he  always  continue, 
fo  firm  to  the  intereft  of  that  Prince, 
and  of  his  Succeflbur  the  Ring  of  Na- 
varre, that  the  latter  of  them  ho* 
nour'd  him  as  a  Father ,  by  which 
name  he  firft  calFd  him,  and  afterwards 
being  King  of  France,  made  him 
Conitable  m  recom  pence  of  his  great 
deferts  and  fervice  to  the  State  :  And 
from  that  time  forward ,  that  he 
might  treat  him  with  the  famekindnefs 

which 
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Iwhich  Henry  the  Second  ufed  to  Anne  ^^^ 
de  Montmorancy ,  the  Father  of  this 
Duke,  he  never  call'd  him  by  any 
other  name,  than  that  of  Partner. 
Thus,.by  the  joyning  of  thofe  Forces 
which  fo  great  a  Man  brought  over 
with  him  to  the  King  of  Navarre^  that 
generous  Prince  was  in  a  condition  to 
defend  himfelf  at  leaft  againft  the  Par- 
ty of  the  League  ;  who  were  not  onely 
countenane'd  by  the  authority  of  the 
King,  whom  they  had  as  it  were  dragg'd 
into  that  War ,  but  alfo  drew  great 
advantages  from  thofe  Spiritual  thun- 
derbolts which  the  Pope  darted  the 
fame  year  againft  the  King  ofNavarre^ 
and  the  Prince  of  Conde. 

Thofe  of 'the  League  had  more  than 
once  already  employed  their  utmoft 
intereit  with  Pope  Gregory  the  Thir- 
teenth, to  obtain  of  him,  that  he 
wou  d  approve  the  Treaty  of  their  Ajfo- 
ciatzon;athmg  they  paffionately  defir'd : 
And  being  on  the  point  of  declaring 
themfelves  more  openly  than  they  had 
yet  done,  and  to  take  Arms,  after 
the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Alanfon,  they 
renew'd  their  folicitations  to  his  Ho- 
linds  more  earneftly  than  ever,  to 

obtain 
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^"^J^fs-  obtain  from  him  that  Declaration, 
thereby  to  authorize  their  attempts* 
and  infinuate  themfelves  the  more  in- 
to the  hearts  of  thofe  people,  w  ho  were 
obedient  to  the  Holy  See.  To  this 
effect  they  difpatch'd  once  more  to 
Rome,  Father  Claude  Matthew,  who, 
according  to  his  cuitome,  fail'd  not 
to  apply  himfelf  to  the  Cardinal  of 
Telleue,  the  moil  fliff  Partifan  which 
the  League  ever  had,  and  the  Eternal 
Solicitour  of  their  Caufe  in  the  Court  of 
Rome. 

This  Cardinal  was  defcerided  of  an  an- 
cient and  illuftrious  houfe  in  Normandy, 
(as  'tis  delivered  to  us  by  the  Sieur  de 
Brantome)  from  whence  are  iiliied  the 
Marqueiles  de  Beury,  and  the  Counts  de 
Fieri.  Which  ought  to  mortifie  thofe 
hot  Writers ,  who  in  hatred  to  the 
League,  have  traduc'd  him  as  a  man  of 
mean  Parentage,  who  from  a  Scullion 
of  a  College,  came  to  be  a  Servitour^ 
or  Sizer,  to  the  Cardinal  of  Lor  rain. 
*Tis  true  indeed,  that  becaufe  there 
was  not  much  to  be  had  out  of  a  Pa- 
trimony, wThich  was  to  be  divided  in 
fliares  amongft  eight  Brothers,  he  put 
himfelf  into  theferviceof  that  Cardinal, 

who 
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Who  made  him  Steward  of  his  Houfe. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  thence 
as  fome  have  malicioufly  done, 
that  he  was  of  low  Extraction ;  nei- 
ther is  it  to  be  dented,  that  he  had 
many  good  qualities ,  which  being 
fupported  by  the  credit  of  the  Houte 
ofGiufe,  to  which  he  was  entirely  de- 
voted, gain  d  him  theefleem  of  Henry 
the  Second,  who  made  him  Mailer 
of  Requefts,  and  beftow'd  on  him  the 
BMboprick  ofj/imiem,  from  whence, 
fometime  after,  he  was  tranflated  to 
the  Archbifhoprick  of  Sens,  by  the  fa- 
vour of  Lewis  Cardinal  of  Guife,  who 
alfo  procured  the  Hat  for  him.  So 
many  benefits  receiv'd  from  that  po- 
werfull  family,  bound  him  fo  firmly, 
and  with  fo  blind  a  pafiion  to  the 
intereft  of  the  Guifes,  that  heus'd  his 
utmoft  endeavours,  in  favour  of  the 
League  agamft  Henry  the¥ourth,  even 
after  the  converfion  of  that  Prince  « 
till  feeing  at  Paris,  where  he  then 
relided,  the  entry  of  that  victorious 
King,  to  the  incredible  joy  of  all  the 
Partfians ,  he  di'd  of  anguifli  and  de- 
fpight. : 

&  Now* 


The  Hijiory  of  the  League- 
Now  this  Cardinal  and  Father  Mat- 
thewy  well  hop  d,  that  his  Holinefs 
feeing  the  League  become  fo  power- 
full ,  that  it  was  in  a  condition  of 
making  War,  wou'd  declare  for  it, 
at  that  time.  On  this  expectation, 
they  renewed  with  great  warmth  the 
Solicitations  which  they  had  often  be- 
fore made  to  him ;  and  continued 
to  ply  him  till  his  death  ;  which  hap- 
pened the  fame  year,  without  their  ob- 
taining from  him  any  part  of  their  pre- 
tenfions. 

He  had  for  SuccefTour  that  famous 
Cordelier,  Felix  Peretii,  Cardinal  of 
Montalto,  when  he  was  created  Pope, 
calf d  Sixtus  the  Fifth.  He  who  from 
the  mod  miferable  way  of  living,  to 
which  he  was  reduc'd  by  the  wret- 
ched meannefs  of  his  birth,  as  being 
no  better  than  a  Hogherd  in  his 
Youth,,  rais'd  himfelf  ftep  by  ftep, 
by  his  merit  and  his  induitry,  to  the 
Triple  Crown  ,-  which  he  wore  more 
haughtily  during  the  five  years  of  his 
Pontificate,  than  his  Predeceflburs  had 
done  for  many  Ages.  As  he  had 
been  a  great  Inquifitour,  and  one  of 
the  molt  fevere  who  had  ever  exercis  d 

that 
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that  office,  thofe  Agents  of  the  League,  ^^*2* 
in  conjunction  with  the  Spaniards,  be- 

liev'd  they  Ihou'd  eafily  obtain  his  ap- 
probation, and  that  joyning  his  Spiri- 
tual Arms  with  their  Temporal,  he 
woif  d  thunder  out  his  Anathema  againft 
the  King  of  Navarre. 

But   they  miftook  the  Man  with 
whom  they  had  to  deal :    for  as  he 
was  of  an  humour  extremely  fierce, 
haughty,   imperious,    and  inflexible, 
and  wou'd  give  the  World  to  under- 
hand, that  he  was  govern  d  by  norea- 
ions  but  his  own,  and   leaftofanyby 
the  Spaniards,    whom  he  hated,    he 
immediately  took  up  an  air  of  Ma- 
jefty  in  his  difcourfe  with  them,  which 
made  them  find  to  their  coil,  that  he 
fuffer'd  not  himfelf  to  be  deluded  with 
appearances,   and  that  he  was   a  Ma- 
tter as    difcerning   as  he    was   abfo- 
lute.     In  effed:,  they  were  infinitely 
furpriz'd  to  find  they  had  not  the  lean: 
power  upon  a  Soul,  which  they  then 
under  ft  ood   to    be    of  quite   another 
make,  than  what  he  formerly  appear'd* 
io  moderate,    fo  humble,  io  loft  and 
ib  complying,  when  he  was  Cardinal, 
with  his  head  (looping  towards  the 
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earth,  and  looking  there  (as  he  own'd 
afterwards  himfelf )  for  the  Popedom, 
which  finally  he  found- 
In  the  mean  while,  as  on  the  other 
fide  he  thought  he  had  a  fair  occa- 
fion,  to  make  an  oftentatious  fhew  of 
the  Supreme  power  of  the  Pope- 
dom, which  he  coveted  to  make  for- 
midable to  the  whole  World,  by  fome 
extraordinary  manner  of  procedure , 
he  made  a  little  time  afterwards  of 
his  own  mere  motion,  and  when  no 
body  importun'd  him,  a  moil  thun- 
dring  Bull  againft  the  King  of  Navarre 
and  the  Prince  of  Conde.  For  after  he 
had  in  it  exalted  infinitely  the  Power 
and  Authority  Pontifical,  above  all 
Kings  and  Potentates  of  the  Earth,  fo 
far  as  to  affirm,  that  he  cou'd  over- 
turn their  Thrones,  by  pronouncing 
irrevocable  judgment  upon  them , 
whenfoever  they  fhou'd  be  wanting 
to  their  duty,  and  trample  them  un- 
der his  feet  as  Minifters  of  Satan; 
and  after  having  raifd  at  large,  in  the 
rudeft  and  molt  contemptuous  words 
he  cou'd  invent  againft  thofe  two  Prin- 
ces, he  deprives  them  at  laft  of  all 
their  Eftates  and  Demeans,  of  which 

they 
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they  then  flood  poilefs'd ,  and  de- 
clares them  incapable,  both  in  their 
own  perfons  and  in  their  poflerity,  for 
ever  to  fuccced  to  any  Eftate  or  Prin- 
cipality whatfoever,  and  particular- 
ly  to  the  Kingdom  of  France^  abfolves 
from  their  Oath  of  Fidelity  all  their 
Vaflals  and  their  Subjects,  whom  he 
forbids  mod  flridly  to  obey  them  j 
and  gives  notice  to  the  King  of  France 
to  ailifl  in  the  execution  of  his  De- 
cree. 

As  much  as  this  Bull ,  which  was 
fign'd  by  five  and  twenty  Cardinals, 
and  fent  by  the  Pope  into  France,  re- 
joye'd  the  party  of  the  League  ,  who 
took  care  to  publifli  it,  fo  much  did  it 
afflict  thofe  Catholiques  and  good 
Frenchmen  f  who  were  oppofite  to 
that  Faction  :  They  wrere  not  able  to 
endure,  that  the  Popes  (  who  had  for- 
merly been  in  iubjedtion  to  Kings  and 
Emperours,  whom  they  thought  them- 
felves  bound  to  obey  ,  as  St.  Gregory 
the  Great  protefls  to  the  Emperour 
Maurice,  and  the  Popes  Leo  the  fourth 
and  Pelagius  ,  to  our  Kings  Lothaire 
and  ChiUebert, )  fhou  d  now  dare  to 
think  of  depofing  them,  and  abfol- 
K  3  ving 
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Aw.i§8$.  ving  their  Subje&s  from  their  Oath  of 
V^VV  Allegiance,  againft  the  declared  Law 
of  God,  which  enjoyns  Obedience  in 
fo  many  places  of  the  Scripture,  even 
when  Kings  fliqu'd  be  wanting  to  their 
Duty, 

God ,  (  faid  they  )  has  fo  divided . 
thofe  two  Powers,  the  Temporal,  and 
the  Spiritual,  amongft  Kings  and  Prin- 
ces on  the  one  fide  ;  and  on  the  ether 
betwixt  the  pops  and  Bi flops,  who  are 
Princes  of  the  Church ,  that  as  it  is 
not  lawfull  for  the  fecular  Power  to 
Interfere  with  that  of  the  Spiritual,  nor 
to  lay  hands  upon  the  Center ,  fo  nei- 
ther is  it  lawfull  for  the  Spiritual  to 
attempt  any  thing  againft  the  Secular, 
by  abufing  that  Ghoftly  Authority 
which  was  bequeathed  to  them  by  Je- 
(us  Chrifi ,  pnely  to  exercife  in  thofe 
affairs  which  are  not  of  the  World  • 
in  the  Government  of  which  ,  they 
have  no  manner  of  concernment,  to 
intermeddle  either  direftly  or  indirect- 
ly j  much  lefs  have  they  the  power  of 
depofing  Princes,  and  of  hindring  (by 
the  ceniures  ,  and  Eliminations  of  the 
Church,)  the  due  obedience  of  Sub- 
jects tp  their  Sovereigns,    They  ad- 

#4 


The  Hiflory  of  the  League        135 

ded  ,  that  the  Doitrine  oppofite  to  vAn^J^ 
this,  fuftain'd  by  fome  Writers  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Alpcsy  to  flatter  and 
(both  the  Court  of  Rome ,  had  always 
been  condemn  d  by  the  decifions  of 
the  Gallic ane  Church,  by  the  decrees 
of  Parliaments ,  and  by  the  protec- 
tions which  our  Kings  have  often 
made  againft  this  Invafion  of  their 
Prerogative,  unheard  of  in  the  Church 
of  God,  during  more  than  eleven  A- 
ges,  and  never  admitted  in  the  French 
Nation, 

And  while  I  am  writing  this  part 
of  my  Hiftory,  on  this  inftant  twenty 
third  day  of  March  ,  1  am  inform' d 
that  there  is  a  perpetual  and  irrevo- 
cable Edift  enregifter'd  in  the  Parla- 
ment ;  by  which  Louis  the  Great,  who 
wrell  knows  how  to  maintain  with  To 
much  power  the  rights  of  his  Crown, 
and  with  fo  much  piety  thofe  of  the 
Church,  ordains  that  the  abfolute  In- 
dependence of  Kings ,  in  Temporal 
affairs,  (which  no  Authority  whatfo- 
ever  fliall  prefume  to  lhock,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  on  whatfoever  pre- 
tence, )  fliall  be  maintain  d  and  taught 
in  his  Dominions  by  the  profefiburs  of 

K  4  Divinity, 
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rfBririjSs.  Divinity,  Seculars  and  Regulars,  con- 
^v~^  formably  to  what  the  general  Aflem- 
bly  of  the  Clergy  ,  reprefenting  the 
QaUkane  Church  ,  has  folemnly  de- 
clared in  expounding  the  opinion , 
which  both  it  felf  and  we  are  bound 
to  receive  on  that  Subject. 

To  purfue  our  Hiftory  ,    the  Bull 
of  Sixtus  no  fooner  appear'd  in  France^ 
through  the  care  of  the  Leaguers  to  di- 
i       vulge  it,  but  a  multitude  of  Writers 
anfwerd  it,  both  of  the  one  and  the 
other  Religion,  who  agreed  in  one  and 
the  fame  Doctrine ,  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  Kings  on  any  other  power 
but  that  of  God  alone  in  reference  to 
thejr  Crowns  ;  fhewing  the  invalidi- 
ty of  that   pretended   Authority   of 
Topes  ^  fome  qi&etly  contenting  them- 
felves  with  the  force  of  reafon,  with- 
out mixing  Gaul  and  P^flion  in  their 
Writings,  and  others  in  the  declama- 
tory Style  i    abounding  with  furious 
Inve&iyes.     The  iliarpeft ,  and  moft 
fplenetique  of  the  latter  fort ,  though 
not  the  wefikcft  and  Jeaft  knowing, 
is  the  Authour  of  the  Treatife  called 
Bruitm  Fulmen^  which  feme  have  fa- 
|hg?'cj  on  Francis  Hoffman  a  Civilian, 
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But  that  Writer  whoever  he  were,  had  /*£**£* 
more  ftrongly  maintain  d  the  rights  of 
Sovereigns  ,  had  he  written  with  a 
more  moderate  Zeal  ,  without  giving 
the  reins  to  his  pallion  againil  Popes  > 
towards  whom,  even  when  we  blame 
their  failings  in  ibme  particulars,  we  are 
never  permitted  to  be  wanting  in  re- 
fpe#. 

The  Parliament  which  is  always 
vigorous  in  oppofing  fuch  Attempts, 
fail'd  not  to  make  their  mofl  humble 
Remonftrations  to  the  King,  worthy 
of  the  Wifedom  ,  and  Conftancy  , 
which  that  Auguft  Body  makes  ap- 
pear on  all  occafions  relating  to  the 
defence  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown  , 
and  the  privileges  of  the  Realm. 
The  King  of  Navarre  added  his  own 
to  thele,  wherein  he  reprefents  to  the 
King,  that  His  Majefty  was  more  con- 
cerned than  he,  not  to  fuffer  this  info- 
lent  and  unmaintainable  attempt  of 
Sixtus.  And  as  he  thought  himfelf 
oblig'd ,  by  fome  extraordinary  and 
high  manner  of  proceeding,  to  re- 
venge the  affront  which  was  put  up- 
on him  in  that  Bull,  wherein  he  was 
treated  fo  unworthily,  He  both  had 

the 
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Ann.  158$.  the  courage,  and  found  the  means,  of 
^^^^  fixing  even  upon  the  Gates  of  the  Va- 
tican ,    his    folemn   Proteftation    a- 
gainft  it.    In  which ,     after  having 
firft  appeafd ,  as  of  an  abufe,  to  the 
Court  of  Peers ,  and   to  a  general 
Council,  as  fuperiour  to  a  Pope,  he 
proteftsthe  Nullity  of  all  Sixtuss  pro- 
cedure :  And  farther  adds,  That  as  the 
Princes  and  Kings  his   Predeceilburs 
have  well  known  how  to  reprefs  Popes  y 
when  they  forgot  themfelves,    and 
pafs'd  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  Vo^ 
cation,   by   confounding  Temporals 
with  Spirituals,  fo  he  Hopes  that  God 
will  inable  him  to  revenge  upon  Six- 
tus  the  injury  which  is  done  in  his 
Perfon  to  the  whole  Houfe  of  France ^ 
imploring  for    this  purpofe  the  fuc- 
cour  and  affiftance  of  all  the  Kings, 
and    Princes  ,    and    Republiques    of 
Chriftendom ,   who  as  well  as  himfelf 
are  afiaulted  in  that  Bull. 

Though  Pope  Sixtus,  following  the 
bent  of  his  own  temper  ,  which  was 
naturally  violent  and  inflexible,  revok'd 
not  his  Bull  for  this;  neverthelefs, 
as  he  had  a  Soul  that  was  truly  great, 
he  cou  d  not  but  acknowledge  that 

.  this 
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this  a&ion  was  extremely  generous 
nor  cou'd  he  hinder  himiclf  from  tel- 
ling the  French  Ambafiadour,  that  he 
wilh'd  the  King  his  Mailer  had  as 
much  courage  and  rcfolution  againfl 
his  teal  Enemies  ,  as  the  Navarrois 
had  made  appear  againfl  thofe  who 
hated  his  Herefie  ,  but  not  his  Per- 
fon. 

But  that  wifli  of  his  was  very  fruit- 
less :  for  that  poor  fpirited  Prince  was 
in  fuch  awe  of  the  League,  that  what- 
foever  Remonftrances  were  made  him, 
and  though  the  example  of  the   late 
King  his  Brother  was  proposed  to  him, 
who  had  afted  with  much  more  vi- 
gour on  the  like  occafion,   on  behalf 
of  the  Queen  of  Navarre,  whom  they 
endeavoured  to  have  depos'd  at  Rome, 
that  he  durft  never  permit  any  oppo- 
fition  to   that  Bull.     Infomuch  that 
he  contented  himfelf  barely  ,    with 
not  allowing  it  to  be  judicially  pub- 
lifh'd  in  France  ,  without  fo  much  as 
once  demanding  of  the  Pope  that  he 
wou'd  revoke  it,  as  Charles  the  Ninth 
had  done,  who  by  a  manly  proteila- 
tion  conftrain'd  Pope  Phis  the  Fourth 
to  recall  that  Bull ,    which   he  had 

made 
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fn%^^\  made  againft  Queen  Jane  d*  Alhret. 
1  This  was  the  efled:  of  that  fear ,  fo 
unworthy  of  a  King,  which  Henry  the 
Third  had  of  the  League ;  which  take- 
ing  advantage  of  his  weaknefs,  became 
more  arrogant  and  more  audacious  to 
oblige  him,  as  in  effed  it  did,  infpight 
of  his  repugnance ,  to  infringe  that 
Peace  which  he  had  given  to  France, 
and  to  make  War  againft  the  King  of 
Navarre,  who  had  at  all  times  moll 
punctually  obey'd  him,  even  when  he 
forbad  him  to  take  Arms,  and  to  March 
in  defence  of  him  againft  the  League. 
All  he  cou'd  obtain  of  that  party  was 
by  gaining  a  little  time  to  keep  matters 
from  coming  to  extremity,  (the  dan- 
gerous conlequence  of  which  he^ 
well  forefaw.  )  And  to  this  purpofe 
MeJJtre  Philip  de  Lenoncour  ,  who  was 
afterwards  Cardinal,  andthePrefident 
Brulart,  with  fome  Dodtours  of  the 
sorhonne  ,  were  fent  by  him  to  the 
King  of 'Navarre,  to  perfuade  him  to 
return  into  the  Communion  of  the 
Catholique  Church,  and  to  fufpend  the 
Exercite  of  Calvinijm,  at  leaft  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  Months ,  during  which, 
fome  expedient  might  be  found  to 

accom- 
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accommodate    all    things    amicably-  lAn^^ 

A  better'choice  cou'd  not  poffibly 
be  made,  for  the  treating  an  Affair  of 
that  importance,  than  was  the  perfon 
of  that  famous    Nicholas  de  Brularty 
Marquis  of  Si/lery,  whole  approv'd  fi- 
delity  in  the  Service  of  our  Kings, 
and  whofe  Wifedom  and  ripe  experi- 
ence, in  the   management  of  affairs, 
were  at  length  recompensed  by  Henry 
the  fourth,  by  conferring  on  him  the 
higheft  Honours  of  the  Robe,  in  which 
Office  he  glorioufly  ended  his  days, 
under  the    Reign  of  the  late  King. 
?Tis  the  diftinguifhing  chara&er    of 
that  illuftrious  Houfe,  to  have  the  ad- 
vantage of   being   able  to    reckon , 
amongft  the  great  men  who  are  de- 
fcended  from  it,  two  Chamberlains  of 
Kings ,  one  Mailer  of  the  Engines  and 
Machines,  one  Commandant  of  the 
Cavalry,  kill'd  at  the  Battail  of  Agin- 
court ,  in  fighting  for   his  Country , 
one    Procureur  General ,    and   three 
Prefidents  of  the  Parlament  of  Paris, 
two  Premier  Prefidents  of  the  Parla- 
ment of  Bourgogne  ,  and   above  all  a 
Chancellour   of  France  ,  to   confum- 
mate  the  Honour  of  their  Houfe,  and 

one 
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Amui$9$.  one  of  the  moll  fplendid  titles  of  No- 
bility, which  th^  Sword  or  long  Robe 
can  beftow* 

'Twas  then  this  excellent  Perfon  , 
who  was  joy  n'd  in  Commiflion  with  the 
Sieur  of  henoncour^  for  this  important 
Negotiation,  Becaufe  it  was  hop'd  from 
his  addrefs,  and  the  mildnefs  of  his  be- 
haviour, which  was  infiriuating  and 
perfuafive  ,  that  he  above  all  others , 
wou'd  be  able  to  win  the  King  of  Na- 
varre to  a  compliance  with  his  Majefties 
defire,  that  he  might  not  be  conftrain'd 
againft  his  own  inclinations,  to  bring 
a  War  upon  him.  But  as  that  happy 
hour  was  not  yet  come  ;  And  that  it 
was  an  ill  expedient  to  procure  the 
Converfion  of  a  Man,  and  efpecially 
of  a  Great  Prince.,  who  has  where^ 
withall  to  defend  himfelf  when  he  is 
attacqu'd,  to  bring  Faith  to  him  with 
threatning,  like  a  Chalenge ,  and  to 
fiiew  him  the  Arms  which  are  in  a 
readinefs  to  conftrain  him ;  he  onely 
anfwer'd  that  he  had  always  been  di£ 
pos'd,  as  he  then  was,  to  receive  the 
instructions  which  fliou'd  be  given 
him ,  according  to  the  Decifions  of 
a  free  General  Council,  and  not  with 

a  Dag- 
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a  Dagger  at  his  Throat ,  which  was  ^t^^\ 
the  Argument  they  us'd  to  him ,  after  ^v*^ 
the  Maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew. 

There  was  therefore  a  neceffity  at 
laft  of  coming  to  a  War,  according  to 
the  wiflies  of  the  League ;  which  be- 
liev'd  it  was  able  to  overwhelm  at  one 
puih,  both  that  Prince  and  his  whole 
party ,  before  he  cou  d  be  recruited 
with  Foreign  Forces :  But  it  was  ex- 
tremely deceived  in  that  expe&ation. 

For  of  the  two  Armies,  which  the 
King  was  oblig'd,  according  to  the  trea- 
ty of  Nemours,  to  give  to  the  Com- 
mand of  two  Lor  rain  Princes,  the  one 
to  the  Duke  of  Guife,  in  oppofition  to 
the  Germans ,  if  they  fliou'd  attempt 
an  entrance  into  France ,  to  which 
they  had  been  folicited  by  the  Hugue- 
nots, the  other  to  the  Duke  ofMajenne, 
for  his  expedition  into  Guyenne  againft 
the  King  of  Navarre , .  whofe  defeat 
and  ruine  the  Leaguers  concluded  to 
be  inevitable ;  the  laft  of  the  two,  af- 
ter a  Campaign  of  ten  Months ,  with- 
out performance  of  any  thing  ,  but 
onely  the  taking  in  fome  few  places 
of  fmall  importance,  which  afterwards 
were  eafily  retaken,  was  in  a  manner 

wholly 
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Ann.  15S5.  wholly  ruin'd,  arid  diffipated  for  want 
^^^^  of  Money,  of  Provifions,  and  Ammu- 
nition, of  a  train  of  Artillery,  and 
other  Supplies  ,  which  were  always 
promis'd  them,  but  never  fent  them  ; 
and  efpeeially  by  the  ill  intelligence, 
which  was  betwixt  the  Duke  of  May- 
enne  and  the  Marflials  of  Matignon 
and  Biron  ;  the  fir  ft  Governour  of 
Guy  enne  ^  and  the  laft  Commander  of 
a  little  Army  in  Toitou,  which  was' to ' 
have  covered  that  of  the  Duke. 

For  thofe  two  faithfull  Servants  of 
the  King,  well  knowing  the  fecret  of 
their  Mafter,  who  was  wholly  averfe 
from  the  deftru&ion  of  the  King  of 
Navarre  ,  for  fear  himfelf  and  the 
whole  R.oyal  Houfe  ihou'd  be  left  at 
the  mercy  of  the  League ,  which  he 
knew  wou'd  never  fpare  them,  artful- 
ly broke  all  the  meafures  of  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne  ;  Infomuch  that  he  found 
himfelf  conftrain'd ,  to  return  to  the 
King  without  bringing  along  with  him 
the  King  of  Navarre  Captive,  as  he 
had  boaftingly  promis'd  him  to  doe, 
and  without  performing  any  thing  of 
that,  \^7hich  the  League  expeded  from 
his  Zeal  to  the  party.    As  for  the 

Duke 
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JDuke  of  Guife ,  finding  no  Germans  Ann^jg^ 
upon  the  Frontires  of  Champagn  to 
combat,  and  befides  not  being  accom- 
panied with  any  great  Forces,  his 
whole  expedition  was  terminated, 
in  taking  Douzy  and  Rancour ,  two 
fmall  Towns  belonging  to  the  Duke 
of  Bouillon,  againft  whom  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain  made  War  ,  concerning 
which  I  fliall  fay  nothing,  becaufe  it 
has.no  relation  to  the  Hiitory  of  the 
League,    p 

On  the  other  fide  ,  the  Huguenots 
manag'd  their  affairs  not  much  better; 
'Tis  true,  that  the  Sieur  of  Lefdigui- 
eres  had  forne  advantage  over  the 
League  in  Dauphine,  that  he  made  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  certain  places ,  and 
amongfl  others  of  Montelimar  with 
the  Caftle,  which  he  took  by  a  regu- 
lar form'd  Siege ,  and  Ambrun  which 
he  furpris'd ;  and  where  the  rich  Or- 
naments of  the  Metropolitan  Churchy 
were  plundred  by  the  Souldiers  i  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftome  of  the  Hugue- 
not si  which  i  though  he  was  a  man 
of  ftridt  Difcipline  ,  and  moderate  in 
his  Nature,  he  was  no  way  able  to 
oppofeo     But*  befides  that,  they  were 

L  roughly 
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Ann.  1585.  roughly  handled  in  other  Provinces  ] 
N^rV  and  that  all  which  coud  poflibly  be 
done  by  the  King  of  Navarre,  who 
had  not  yet  drawn  together  all  the 
Troops  which  he  expe&ed,  was  one- 
ly  to  ftand  upon  the  defenfive ;  they 
receiv'd  a  great  blow ,  by  the  memo- 
rable defeat  which  was  given  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde  who  was  like  to  have 
periled  ,    in  that  unhappy  attempt 
which  he  made  upon  the  Caftle  of 
Angers.     That  Prince  who  {iad  made 
up  a  little  body  of  an  Army  about  the 
Skirts  of  St.  Jean  d%  Angely,  which  he 
held  in  ftead  of  Peronney  had  fuccefs- 
fully  begun  his  Campaign  in  Poitou ; 
having  driven  out  of  that  Province 
the  Duke  of  Merc£ttr,  who  was  come 
■  from  his  Government  of  Bretagne,  to 
the  affiftance  of  the  League.    And  as 
after  that  gallant  aftion,  he  had  re-in- 
forcd  his  Army,  with  Troops  which 
fwarm'd  to  him,  from  the  neighbour- 
ing Provinces,  upon  the  report  of  his 
Vidtory,  he  undertook  the  Seige  of 
Brouage  in  favour  of  the  Roche/Iers  > 
,  who  fuppli'd  him  with  Money  and 
Amunition. 

He 
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He  was  accompanied  with  a  great  ^J^*£* 
number  of  brave  Gentlemen  ,  and  " 
Lords  of  great  Quality  ,  amongft  o* 
thers  by  Rene  Vicount  of  Rohan,  Fran- 
cis Count  of  Roche foucault ,  Montguion 
Lieutenant  to  the  Prince,  George  Cler- 
mont d'  Amboife ,  Louis  de  St.  Gelais, 
and  Claude  de  La  Trimouitle  who  was 
afterwards  Duke  of  Thouers^and  whofe 
Sifter  he  then  fought  in  Marriage  , 
whom  he  efpous'd  not  long  after;  and 
there  is  great  appearance  of  probabi- 
lity, that  it  was  rather  on  that  account, 
than  any  motive  of  Confcience  and 
Religion,  that  this  young  Lord,  far 
from  following  the  example  of  his  Fa- 
ther, who  declared  himfelf  Head  of 
the  League  at  Poitou,  gave  into  the 
other  extreme  and  turn'd  Huguenot, 
together  with  his  Sifter  Charlotte  Ca- 
tharine de  la  Trimoutlle  to  have  the 
Honour  of  being  Married  to  the  Prince 
of  Conde.  How  ftrong  is  the  Power 
of  Ambition  ,  over  minds  that  are 
dazled  with  the  deceiptfull  Splendour 
of  wordly  Greatnefs,  that  it  fhould  be 
able  to  oblige  a  Brother  and  Sifter  iflu- 
ed  from  Louis  de  trtmouille  and  Jane 
de  Montmorancy  Daughter  of  the  great 

L  %  Conftable 
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Am.  1  $8$.  Conftable  both  of  them  firm  Catho* 
l^ues,  as  were  all  their  illuftricus  An- 
ceftours,  to  turn  Cahinifls^  one  to  be 
Brother  in  Law  to  a  Prince  of  the 
Bloud,  and  the  other  to  be  his 
Wife ! 

From  this  Marriage  there  was  Born 
en  the  firft  of  September ,  in  the  Year 
15-88,  the  late  Prince  Henry  de  Bour- 
hony  who  by  a  moft  happy  Deftiny, 
dire&ly  oppofite  to  that  of  his  Mo- 
ther, being  ifliied  from  a  Father  and 
Mother  fo  obf tinate  in  Calvinifm,  be- 
came one  of  the  moft  Zealous  Princes 
for  the  Catholique  Faith,  that  this  Na- 
tion cou'd  ever  boaft,-and  he,  who 
declar'd  himfelf  the  greateft  Enemy 
of  Calvimfm.  So  alfo  has  he  left  to 
Pofterity  a  moft  glorious  remem- 
brance of  his  name,  which  fhall  never 
perifh  amongft  all  good  Frenchmen, 
for  having  conftantly  defended  Reli- 
gion with  all  his  power ,  exercifing 
in  that  Holy  and  Divine  Imployment, 
both  his  Valour  and  his  Wit ,  which 
he  had  in  perfection,  as  he  made  ap- 
pear on  all  occafions,  and  principally 
in  the  Counfel  whereof  he  was  cheif, 
when  he  died  of  fuch  a  death,  as  the 

Ads 
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Aftsof  all  the  moll  folid  vertues,  where- 
*  with  it  was  accompanied,  rendered  pre- 
cious in  the  fight  of  God.  I  believe  rny 
felf  oblig  d  in  point  of  gratitude  to  doe 
juftice  in  this  little  Panegyrique  to  the 
great  Merit  of  that  Prince,who  has  for- 
merly done  me  the  Honour,  on  many 
occafions,  to  give  me  particular  marks 
of  his  efteem  and  his  affe&ion,-  and 
hope,  that  they  who  take  the  pains  to 
perufe  this  work,  will  not  blame  meTor 
this  Ihort  Digreffion,  taken  occafionally 
by  writing  of  the  Prince  his  Father,  to 
whofe  a&iops  I  now  return. 

The  Nobility  who  were  come  to 
attend  and  ferve  him  in  that  important 
Siege  of  Brouage,  had  brought  along 
with  them  a  confiderable  number  of 
Huguenot  Gentlemen ,  as  alfo  fome 
Catholiques,  who  were  Enemies  to 
.  the  League.  And  with  thefe  Recruits 
he  had  almoft  reducd  the  place  to 
terms  of  yielding,  when  changing  his 
defign  all  on  the  fudden,  like  an  un- 
experiencd  Captain,  he  loll:  the  fruit 
of  his  former  labours ,  and  plung'd 
himfelf  into  extreme  danger.  For  ha- 
ving underftood,  that  Captain  Rocbe- 
Mort9  one  of  his  bed  Officers  had  fur- 
%L  3  priz'd 
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^X1*!5'  Prizd  ^e  Caftle  of  Angers,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  Count  de  Brifac,  who  be- 
ing made  Governour  of  it  after  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Alanfon,  had  de- 
clar'd '  hirafelf  for  the  League,  he  left 
before  Brouage  the  Sieur  de  la  Roche 
Baucour  St.  Meme  with  the  Infantry, 
to  continue  the  Siege,  and  march'd 
himfelf  with  all  the  Cavalry,  confiding 
of  two  thoufand  Horfe,  to  relieve  that 
Captain,  who  with  Seventeen  or  Eigh- 
teen Souldiers  onely  held  the  Caftle  of 
Angers  againft  the  Burghers  who  be- 
fieg'd  him.  But  the  Prince  fetting 
out  fomewhat  of  the  lateft,  and  mar- 
ching too  flowly,  when  the  fortune  of 
his  Enterprise  depended  on  celerity, 
he  had  no  fooner  paft  the  River  of 
Lojre  in  Boats,  betwixt  Saumur  and 
Angers,  but  he  received  advice  that 
Roche- Mort  being  kill'd  with  a  Muf- 
quet  Ihot,  as  he  was  looking  through 
a  Cafement,  the  Caftle  had  been  fur- 
rendered  two  days  fince. 

Notwithftanding  this  Misfortune, 
which  the  greateft  part  of  his  Soul- 
diers wou  d  not  believe,  havingjoyn  d 
fifteen  hundred  men,  whom  Clermont 
dy  Amhoife,  a  little  before  the  Siege  of  j 

Brouage 
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Br  wage,  was  gone  to  raife  for  his  fer-  Amjjfi^9 
vice  in  Anjou,  he  took  a  refolution  to 
attaque  the  Suburbs :  But  was  vigo- 
roufly  repuls'd  by  the  good  Troups 
which  the  King  had  fent  thither  to 
ailift  the  Citizens,  who  had  retrenched 
themfelves  againft  the  Caftle  which 
they  held  befieg  d.  After  which,  in- 
tending to  repafs  the  River,  he  found 
that  not  onely  all  the  paflages  were 
guarded,  but  that  alfo  he  was  ready 
to  be  compafs'd  round  by  the  Troups 
of  the  King  and  of  the  League,  who 
were  gathering  together  from  all  parts, 
both  on  this  fide  the  Loyre  and  beyond 
it,  to  inclofe  him.  Infomuch  that, 
not  being  able  either  to  advance  or  to 
retreat,  without  being  taken  or  cut  in 
pieces  with  all  his  men,  they  were  at 
length  forc'd  to  disband,  and  dividing 
themfelves  into  fmall  companies  of  Se- 
ven and  Eight,  pr  Ten  and  Twelve 
together,  every  man  being  willing  to 
fave  one ,  march'd  onely  by  night 
through  bye  paflages  out  of  the  com- 
mon Road,  and  through  Woods  for 
fear  of  being  met  with,  either  by 
Souldiers  or  Peafants,  who  kill'd  as 
many  of  them  as  they  cou  d  find,  and 
L  4  purfued 
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Am.  1585.  purfued  them,  as  they  wou'dfomany 
VVN*  Wolves,  when  they  caught  them  en- 
tring  into  a  Sheepfold.  The  Prinqe 
himielf  had  muth  adoe  to  efcape,  the 
tenth  man,  and  difguis'd,  into  the 
Lower  Normandy,  from  whence  he 
pafs'd  in  a  Fifher's  Barque  betwixt  Au- 
ranch e  and  St.  Malo  into  the  Ifle  of 
Guernsey,  and  from  thence  aboard  an 
Englijh  Veflel  into  England ;  where  he 
was  very  well  received  by  Queen  Elu 
zahethy  who  fent  him  back  to  Roche  lie 
the  Year  following  with  a  confiderable 
fopply. 

In  the  mean  time  St.  Mefme>  (  who 
during  this  unhappy  expedition  of  the 
Prince,  continued  the  Siege  ofBrouage^ 
finding  himfelf  too  weak  to  refift  the 
Marjhal  de  Matignon,  who  advancd 
by  order  from  the  King,  to  force  his. 
Retrenchments ,  with  •  an  Army  of 
experience!  Souldiers,)  trufs'd  up 
his  Baggage ,  and  retir  d  with  what 
fpeed  he  cou'd,  but  in  fo  much  fear 
and  diforder,  that  he  loft  great  num- 
bers qf  his  men  in  his  haftyrmarch,  and 
particularly  in  patting  the  Charantey 
where  St. Luc ,  Governour  of  Brouage 
who  always  fh^w'd  himfelf  as  brave  in 
™»    "^        '  War, 
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War,  as  he  was  agreeable  at  Court  in  -^js** 
Peace,  having  chargd  him  in  the 
Reer,  cut  it  entirely  off:  Thus  the 
League,  and  the  Cahinifm,  loft  on 
that  occafion,  the  one  the  Caftle  of 
Angers  ,  wherein  the  King  plac'd  a 
Governour ,  on  whofe  fidelity  he 
might  (rely ,  and  the  other  almoft 
all  its  Forces,  which  after  that 
fhock,  durft  no  longer  keep  the 
Field. 

This  furniih'd  the  King  with  an  op- 
portunity to  publifh  new  Ordinances, 
by  which  he  commanded  the  Goods 
of  Rebels  to  be  feiz  d  ;  and  particular- 
ly of  thofe  who  had  followed  the 
Prince  of  Conde ,  with  promife  never- 
thelefs  of  reftoring  them ,  when  they 
fhou'd  return  into  the  Catholique 
Church,  and  give  good  fecurity  of  re- 
maining in  it ;  Ordaining  farther,  in 
execution  of  the  Edidtof  July,  that  all 
fuch  fhou'd  be  forc'd  to  depart  the 
Realm,  who  refus'd  to  make  abjura- 
tion of  Calvin? fm9  into  the  hands  of  the 
Bifhops  ;  and  it  was  enjoyn'd  them  to 
make  it  according  to  the  Foi;m  which 
was  composed  by  William  Ruze  Bifhop 
of  Angers.     It  was  thus  pra&is'd  be- 

caufe 
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i^ijtf  $.  caufe  it  had  been  obferv'd,  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Huguenots,  had 
invented  a  trick,  neither  to  lofe  their 
Goods,  nor  to  leave  the  Kingdom  ; 
but  thought  it  was  lawfull  for  them 
to  accommodate  themfelves  to  the 
times,  and  fo  deceive  men  by  making 
a  falfe  profeffion  of  Faith,  onely  for 
form  fake,  and  in  external  obedience 
to  the  Edi&s :  which  they  exprefs'd 
by  thefe  words,  Since  it  has  fo  pleased 
the  King,  with  which  they  never  faifd 
to  preface  the  Oath  of  Abjuration 
when  they  took  it 

Now  this  prudent  Bifliop  having 
obferv'd  that  intolerable  abufe,  which 
was  followed  by  an  infinite  number  of 
Sacrileges,  and  moll  horrible  profanati- 
on of  the  Sacraments,  which  thofe  falfe 
Converts  made  no  fcruple  to  receive, 
betraying  by  that  damnable  impofture 
both  the  one  Religion  and  the  other> 
wou'd  admit  none  into  the  Commu- 
nion of  the  Church,  who  had  not  firft 
made  his  profeffion  of  Faith  according 
to  his  form,  which  much  refembled 
that  of  Pius  the  Fourth,  and  which  from 
that  time  forward  was  and  is  prefented 
to  befign  d  by  all  thofe  who  abjure  He- 
refie.  Tis 
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'Tis  moll  certain  that  thefe  Edi&s,  *£}  $H 
joyn'd  with  the  extreme  weaknefs  in 
which  the  Huguenot  party  then  was, 
made  in  a  little  time  many  more  con- 
verts ,  true  or  falfe,  than  had  been 
made  by  the  Maflacre  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew. But  alfo  on  the  other  fide,  they 
occafion  d  the  Proteftants  of  Germany, 
whom  the  King  of  Navarre  cou  d  ne- 
ver draw  to  his  party  againft  the 
Leaguers ,  now  to  incline  to  his  af- 
fiftance.  Two  years  were  almoft  paft 
fince  that  King,  who  defir'd  to  lhelter 
himfelf  from  the  Confpiracy  which  the 
League  had  made  principally  againft 
him,  with  purpofe  to  exclude  him 
from  the  Crown,  againft  the  funda- 
mental Law  of  the  Realm,  had  folia- 
ted thofe  Princes,  by  the  Sieur  de  Se- 
gur  PardaiUan  ,  and  de  Clervant 
to  raife  an  Army  for  his  affiftance ; 
and  elfewhere  by  the  intermiffion  of 
Geneva,  he  prefs'd  the  Troteftant  Can- 
tons of  Swtfferland,  to  make  a  Coun- 
ter-League with  the  Germans,  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  Queen  Elizabeth,  who 
befides  the  intereft  of  her  Troteftant 
Religion,  had  a  particular  efteem  and 
love  for  that  Prince ,    the  Duke  of 

Bouillon 
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Bouillon  a  declar'd  Enemy  of  the  Lor- 
rain  Princes,    and  the  Count  de  Mont- 
beliard,    Frederick  de  Wirtemburgy  a 
molt  zealous  Calvinift,   ufed  their  ut- 
mod  endeavours  with  thofe  German 
Trot  eft  ants  to  ftir  them  up  :  all  which 
notwithstanding ,    they    were    very 
loath  to  refolve  on  a  War  with  the 
King  of  France  their  Allye;    faying 
always  that  they  woud  never  engage 
themfelves  in  it,  till  it  was  clearly  ma- 
nifeft,  that  the  War  which  was  made 
againft  the  Huguenots,  was  not  a  War 
ot  the  Government  againft  its  Rebels, 
but  purely,  and  onely  againft  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion,  which  they  intended 
to  extirpate.    But  when  they  faw  be- 
fore their  eyes  thofe  Edifts  and  Ordi- 
nances of  the  King,    who  was  abfo- 
lutely  refolv'd  not  to  fuffer  any  other 
Religion  befide  the  Catholique  in  his 
Kingdom,    and  that  otherways  they 
had  given  them  all  the  fecurity  they 
f"!^l2f"   coud  defir.e  for  the  payment  of  their 
Army  j  then  they  took  a  Refolution 
of  Levying  great  Forces,  and  of  a/lift- 
ing the  King  of  Navarre  powerfully, 
after  fending  a  folemn  Embafly   to 
the  King,  to  demand  of  him  the  Revo- 
cation 
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cation  of  his  Edi&s ,    and  an  entire  ^^jsjf  • 
liberty  of  Gonfcience  for  the  Prote- 
flants. 

The  King  of  Denmark,  the  Ele&ors 
of  Saxony  and  -  Erandenburgh ,  the 
Prince  Palatine  John  Cafimir ,  the 
Dukes  of  Saxony,  of  Pomerania,  and 
of  Brunfwick,  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe, 
and  John  Frederick,  Adminiftrator  of 
Magdeburg,  were  the  Princes  who 
Aflociated  themfelves  with  the  Towns 
of  Franc  ford,  Vlmes,  Nuremberg,  and 
Strcuburg,  to  fend  this  Embafly  to  the 
King;  who, not  being  refolvM  what  to 
anfwer  them,  for  fear  of  provoking 
the  League,  in  cafe  he  fhou'd  grant 
them  their  demands,  or  of  drawing  on 
himfelf  the  united  Forces  of  almoft  all 
the  Protefiants  of  Germany,  in  cafe  of 
arefufal,  to  gain  time,  took  a  Progrefs 
as  far  as  Lyons ,  while  the  Deputies  of 
thofe  Princes  were  at  Paris :  which 
caus'd  the  Count  of  Montbeliard,  and 
the  Count  of  Ifembourg,  who  were  the 
chief  of  that  Embafly,  to  return.  But 
fb  did  not  the  reft,  as  being  obftinate- 
ly  fet  down  to  wait  the  Kings  return, 
who  was  at  laft  conftraind,  being 
overcome  by  their  extreme  perfiftance, 

whom 
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Ann^i<fi6.  whom  he  well  hop'd  to  have  tir'd 
'firft,  to  give  them  the  Audience 
which  they  demanded-  He  who  was 
fpokefmanfor  the  reft,  loofingall  man- 
ner of  refped,  made  a  blunt  and 
haughty  Speech,  reproching  him  in 
certain  terms  which  were  but  too  in- 
telligible, that  againft  his  Confcience 
and  his  Honour,  he  had  violated  his 
faith  fo  folemnly  given  to  his  moft  faith- 
full  Subjeds  of  the  Trot  eft  ant  Reli- 
gion, to  whom  he  had  promised  the 
tree  exercife  of  it,  they  remaining  -, 
as  fince  that  time  they  had  always 
done,  in  that  perfed  obedience,  which 
is  due  from  Subjeds  to  their  Sove- 
reigns. 

That  Prince,  who  at  other  times 
was  but  too  meek  and  patient,  or  ra- 
ther too  weak  and  timorous,  was  fo 
much  offended  at  this  brutal  infolence, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  curb  himfelf 
from  breaking  out  into  choler  on  this 
occafion.  For  he  repli'd  fmartly,  to 
them,  with  that  air  of  Majefty  and 
fiercenefs,  which  he  knew  well  to  take 
up,  whenfoever  it  pleas'd  him,  that 
as  he  had-  not  taken  the  liberty  to 
give  Laws  to  their  Matters  of  ruling 


The  Hijlory  of  the  League.         1 59 

their  Eftates  according  to  their  own £•**$•* 
liking,  and  changing  the  Civil  and  Re- 
ligious conflitution  of  their  Govern- 
ment, fo  neither  on  his  fide  wou'd 
he  fuffer  them  to  intermeddle  in  thofe 
alterations  which  he  thought  fit  to 
make  in  his  Edids ;  according  to  the 
diverfity  of  times  and  of  occafions,  for 
the  good  of  his  People,  of  whom 
the  greateft  part  depended  on  the  true 
Roman  Catholique  Religion,  which  the 
mod  Chriftian  Kings  his  Predeceflburs 
had  ever  maintain  a  in  France •,  to  the 
exclufion  of  all  others-  Afterwards, 
retiring  into  his  Cabinet,  where  after 
he  had  revolv'd  in  his  mind,  what  had 
been  faid  on  either  part,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  his  Anfwer  had  not  been 
fliarp  enough,  he  fent  them  by  one 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State  a  Paper  writ- 
ten with  his  own  hand,  which  was 
read  to  them  ;  and  in  which  he  gave 
the  Lie  in  formal  terms  to  all  thofe 
who  faid  he  had  done  againfl  his  Ho- 
nour, or  violated  his  Faith ,  in  revo- 
king the  Edid  of  May,  by  that  of  July; 
after  which  it  was  told  them  from  him, 
that  they  had  no  more  to  doe,  than  to 
return  home  ,•  without  expeding  any 
farther  Audience.  This 
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ifofci$w.  This  was  certainly  an  Anfwer  wor* 
y*/0vK>J  thy  of  a  great  Monarch,  had  he  main- 
tained it  by  his  a&ions  as  well  as  by 
his  words  ;  and  had  he  not  fhewn  by 
his  after  condud,  the  fear  he  had  of 
this  irruption  of  the  Germans.  For,  in 
order  to  prevent  it,  he  feem'd  to  de* 
fcend  too  much  from  that  high  and  Su- 
preme Majefly  of  a  King,  by  treating 
almoft  upon  terms  of  equality  with 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  and  ottering  him, 
befides  whatever  advantages  he  cou'd 
wilfy  in  Honours  and  in  Penfions,  and 
many  ToWns  for  his  fecurity,  which 
had  made  him  a  kind  of  Independant 
Royalty  in  the  Kingdome  on  this 
onely  condition,  that  he  would  be  re* 
concifd  to  the  King  of  Navarre,  and 
give  him  leave  to  live  in  quiet ;  as  if 
it  were  the  Duke,  and  not  the  King, 
who  had  the  power  of  giving  Peace. 

Though  thefe  advantageous  prof- 
fers, were  fuflicient  to  have  tempted 
the  Duke's  ambition,  nevertheless  he 
wou  d  not  accept  them ,  becaufe  he 
hop'd  tofatisfieit  much  better  by  con* 
tinuing  the  War  in  which  he  had  en* 
gag'd  the  King  ;  who  was  not  able  to 
recall  his  promife;   befides*   he  was 


The  Hiflory  of  the  League.         1 6 1 

not  willing  to  deftroy  the  opinion  f'^^f- 
which  the  people  had  conceived  of 
him,  that  he  a&ed  by  no  motive  of 
felf-intereft ,  but  onely  for  the  Caufe 
of  God  and  of  Religion.  This  expe- 
dient of  Peace  therefore  failing  the 
King,  who  had  ardently  defir'd  it,  he 
employed  another,  which  was  to  in- 
treat  GL  Katharine  de  Medices  ,  to 
confer  with  the  King  of  Navarre, 
her  Son-in-Law ;  to  try  if  by  her  ufual 
arts,  Hie  cou'd  induce  him  to  fome  ac- 
commodation ,  which  might  be  fa- 
tisfa&ory  to  the  League,  and  flop  the 
Germans,  of  whole  Succours,  his  peace 
once  made,  that  King  wou  d  have  no 
farther  ufe.  The  Queen  Mother  y 
who  at  that  time  defir'd  the  peace  at 
Jeaft  as  much  as  he,  becaufe  fhe  fear'd 
to  be  left  at  the  difcretion  of 
either  of  the  two  parties,  by  whom 
flie  was  equally  hated,  willingly 
accepted  that  Commiffion ;  groun- 
ding her  hopes  on  thofe  tricks, 
and  artificial  ways,  by  which  fhe  had 
fo  often  fucceeded,  on  the  like  occafi- 
ons, 

Having  then   advanced  as  far  as 
Champigny,  a  fair  houfe  belonging  to 

M  the 
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jj^J^6  the  Duke  of  Montpenfier,  ihe  managed 
'  the  matter  in  fuch  fort,  by  the  medi- 
ation of  that  Prince,  who  went  to  vi- 
fit  the  King  of  Navarre  from  her  , 
that  it  was  agreed  there  ihou'd  be  a 
Conference.  After  many  difficulties 
which  were  rais'd  concerning  it,  and 
Which/  with  much  canvafing,  they 
got  over  j  the  place  Was  appointed  to 
be  St.  Brix,  a  Caftle  near  Cognac,  be- 
longing to  the  Sieur  de  Fors,  who  was 
of  the  King's  party.  She  came  thither 
attended  by  the  Dukes  of  Montpenfier 
and  of  Never s ,  Marihal  Birony  and 
fome  other  Lords,  who  were  no  friends 
to  the  Guifes  or  the  Leaguers ',  to  the 
end  that  Conference  might  be  the  more 
amicable.  The  King  of  Navarre  came 
alfo  thither,  with  the  Prince  of  Condh, 
Vicount  de  Turenne,  and  fome  others 
the  mofl  confiderable  of  their  Party. 

It  appeared  manifeftly  at  this  Enter* 
view,  that  the  Queen  held  no  longer 
that  Authority,  which  had  been  yiel- 
ded to  her  in  the  former  Conferences, 
w?herein  flie  had  carried  all  things  ac- 
cording to  her  own  defire,  by  the  won- 
derfull  Afcendant,  which  Ihe  had  over 
their   minds  j    And   ihe  underftood, 

but 
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but  too  well  from  the  very  beginning,  ^ug£ 
that  ihe  had  to  doe  with  liich  as  were 
diftruflfull  of  her  fubtilties,  and  who 
wou'd  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fur- 
pris'd  eafily,  as  fome  of  them  had 
been,  onSt.Bartholomews  day,  where- 
of they  had  not  yet  worn  out  the  re- 
membrance,  For  they  wou'd  never 
adventure  themfelves  all  three  toge- 
ther in  the  Chamber  appointed  for  the 
Conference;  when  the  King  of  Na- 
varre was  there,  the  Prinee  and  Vi- 
count,  well  accompanied,  made  a  guard 
at  the  door;  and  when  either  of  the 
other  two  enter'd,  the  King  of  Navarre 
and  the  other  did  the  like  for  him  :  that 
they  might  not  put  themfelves  unwari- 
ly into  her  hands,  on  whofeword  they 
had  no  reafon  to  rely  ;  and  who  dar'd 
not  to  arreft  any  of  them  fingly,  the 
two  remaining  being  at  liberty,  and 
in  condition  to  give  themfelves  fatis- 
faction  on  the  Aggreflburs. 

Thus,  being  too  fufpicioiis,  ind 
their  minds  too  much  embittered,  to 
aft  calmly  and  reafonably  in  this  Con- 
ference ^  it  went  off  in  three  Enter- 
views  ;  which  were  made  in  referitirig 
tsrms,  add  mutual  reproaches^  with- 

M  %  ®M 
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*n%}^'  out  com*ng  t0  any  amicable  conclufi- 
on.  The  Prince  oiConde,  according 
to  his  lofty  and  fevere  humour,  fpoke 
always  more  fliarply  than  the  other 
two  :  rejecting  all  methods  of  recon- 
ciliation, and  faying,  with  an  air  ex- 
tremely fierce,  that  there  was  no  be- 
lief to  be  given  to  thofe  who  had  fo 
bafely  falfiiied  their  Faith,  in  violating 
the  Edi&s  of  the  King,  to  fatisfie  the 
Seditious  and  the  Rebels.  The  King 
of '  Navarre ,  of  a  temper  much  more 
iweet  and  complaifant,  though  with 
a  becoming  noble  boldnefs,  he  gave 
the  Queen  to  underftand  that  he  had 
no  great  reafon  to  commend  her  pro- 
ceedings in  reference  to  himfelf,  yet 
he  never  forgot  the  refpedt  which  was 
due  to  her  Chara&er.  And  upon  oc- 
cafion  of  her  remonflrating  to  him, 
that  the  peace  of  France  depended  on 
his  converfion,-  fince  the  onely  fear 
of  falling  under  the  dominion  of  an  Hu* 
guenot  Prince,  had  made  and  arm'd 
the  League^  which  had  no  quarrel  to 
His  perlon,  but  onely  to  his  Herefie  : 
his  anfwer  was  no  more  than  this ; 
That  Religion  was  onely  a  pretence, 
which  the  Authours  of  the  League 

had 
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had  taken  up,  to  cover  their  ambition, 
which  manifeftly  defigrul  the  total 
ruine  of  the  Royal  family  ;  and  as  to 
his  converfion,  he  was  always  difpos'd 
to  it,  on  condition  he  might  be  inftruc- 
ted  in  the  truth  by  a  free  Council, 
which  he  had  oftentimes  demanded  ; 
and  in  the  definitive  judgment  of 
which,  both  he  and  his  party  would 
wholly  acquiefce.  He  confented  even 
to  a  Truce  of  twelve  days,  during 
which,  the  King  s  good  pleafure  fhou'd 
beconfulted,  by  propofing  to  him  that 
condition  j  though  it  was  known  be- 
forehand, that  he  wou  d  never  confent 
to  it.  And  in  the  mean  time,  the  Vi- 
count  of  Turenne  coming  to  wait  on 
the  Queen  at  Fontenay^  whither  flie 
was  retir'd,  the  Conference  was  refum'd 
for  the  laft  time. 

For,  after  they  had  amplified  their 
Forces  on  either  fide,  and  both  had 
fet  forth  the  advantages  of  their  own 
party,  which  cou  d  not  be  done  with- 
out fome fharpnefs,  and  even  menaces; 
the  Queen  lofing  patience,  and  taking 
up  that  air  of  haughtinefs  and  Majefty, 
which  Ihe  had  often  afliim'd  at  the 
like  Conferences  in  the  Reigns  prece- 
M  3  dent, 
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Ann^i^.  dent,  and  at  the  beginning  of  this, 
faid  in  an  imperious  tone,  that  there 
was  no  more  room  left  for  delibe- 
ration; and  that  the  King,  who  wou'd 
be  abfolutely  Matter  in  his  Realm,  had 
fix'd  his  pofitive  refolution,  to  have 
but  one  Religion  in  France :  'Tis  well, 
Madam,  repli'd  the  Vicount,  with  a 
difdainfull  kind  of  fmile,  we  joyn 
ifliie  with  you  in  the  fame  refolution ; 
Let  there  be  but  one  Religion,  provi- 
ded it  be  ours  ;  if  other  wile,  we  mud 
hack  it  out  on  both  fides.  On  which, 
without  flaying  for  a  reply,  he  made 
a  low  bow,  and  immediately  with- 
drew. Thus  ,  the  Conference  was  en- 
ded, to  the  extreme  difpleafure  of  the 
King,  who  to  gain  covert  from  that 
Temped  of  the  Germans  ,  which  he 
ferefaw  to  be  ppwring  upon  France, 
had  pailionateiy  defir'd  a  Peace,  which 
he  cou?d  neither  obtain  from  the  King 
of  Navarre ,  nor  even  from  the  League, 
in  whofe  quarrel  he  was  engag'd  to 
make  War  againft  that  King. 

For  the  Leaguers ,  whofe  number 
was  prodigioufly  increased,  efpecially 
in  Par  is  y  grown  jealous  of  thofe  fre- 
quent Treaties  with  the  king  of  Na- 

warrL 
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varre,  let  loofe  their  tongues,   more  ^'^j^f • 
brutally  than  ever  againft  the  King  : 
as  if  he  had  held  a  lecret  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Huguenots,  and  play'd 
booty  with  the  League,  by  a  counterfeit 
ihew  of  ruining  its  Enemies.     There 
are  thofe  who  have  gone  fo  far  as  to 
report,  that  at  this  very  time  they  had 
laid  a  terrible  Plot  againft  the  King, 
in  which  they  engaged  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne,  who  had  made  himfelf  their 
Head,  in  the  abfence  of  his  Brother  ; 
and  that  the  Confpirators  had  refolv'd 
to  put  all  the  Guards  of  his  Majefty 
to  the  Sword  ,•    to  feize  his  Royal  Per- 
fon,  and  afterwards,  either  to  confine 
him  to  a  Monaftery,    or  to  imprifon 
him  in  a  Tower  ;  to  cut  the  throats  of 
the  Chancellour,    the  firft  Prefident, 
and  all  the  Principal  Officers,   to  put 
others  in  their  places,  and  to  create  a 
new  Council  confifting  wholly  of  their 
own  party  ;    to  poflefs  themfelves  of 
the  Bafitlle,  the  Arfenal,  the  Chaftelets, 
the  Palace  and  the  Temple;   to  give 
entrance  to  the  Spanijb  Armada,  which 
was  then  prepaid  againft  England , 
by  Boulogne ;  and  a  hundred  other  par- 
ticularities of  that  Confpiracy,  which 

M  4  the 
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the  Prefident  de  Thou  thought  fit  to 
infert  in  his  Hiftory,  upon  the  credit 
of  one  Nicholas  Poulain,  Lieutenant  in 
the  Provoftfhip  of  the  Ifle  of  France ; 
who  having  been  of  the  Council  of  the 
League,  reveal'd,  as  he  relates  himfelf, 
the  whole  fecret  to  the  Chancellor 
de  Chivernyy    Monjteur  Villeroy,  chief 
Secretary  of  State ,   and  alfo  to  the 
King.     But,    befides   that    no  credit 
ought  in  reafon  to  be  given  to  a  man 
of  double  dealing,    who  has  betray 'd 
both  fides ,   and  who  to  fet  himfelf 
right  with  that  party  he  had  forfaken, 
may  affirm  a  thoufand  things  which 
he  cannot  prove ;   which  is  a  crime 
that   hath  often   brought  the  infor- 
mer to  the  Gallows ;  there  is  nothing 
of  all  this  matter  to  be  feen  in  thole 
Papers,    which  were  written  at  that 
tithe,  either  for  or  againfl  the  League; 
efpeciaUy  in  thofe  of  the  Huguenot  sy 
who  wou'd  be  fure  to  omit  nothing 
that  cou  d  poffibly  make  againft  their 
Enemies,    or  for  themfelves,    neither 
in  the  Memolresof  theChancellour^fc 
Chiverny,  nor  of  Monfieur  de  Vifleroy, 
who  in  all  probability,  Woud  not  have 
forgotten  a  thing  of  that  importance, 

if 
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if  they  had  had  it  from  the  mouth  of  4^»j*J- 
the  Informer,  or  indeed  if  they  had  be- 
liev'd  it  true. 

And  certainly  there  are  many 
things  fo  very  improbable ,  in  that 
verbal  procefs  of  Nicholas  Toulainy 
which  I  have  mod  exactly  read;  and 
even  fo  many  notorious  falfities  y 
and  thofe  fo  oppofite  to  the  nature  arid 
genius  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne ,  that 
it  is  a  prodigious  thing  in  Monjieur  de 
Thou,  that  he  wou'd  take  the  pains  to 
transcribe  it  almoft  word  for  word  in 
a  Hiftory ,  fo  elegant  and  ferious  as 
that  of  his.  This  in  reafon  ftiou'd 
give  a  caution  to  fuch  as  undertake 
the  writing  of  a  Hiftory,  not  to  truft 
all  forts  of  Writers ,  and  not  ambiti- 
oufly  to  fweil  their  Works  with  all 
they  find  written  in  certain  Unauthen- 
tique  Memoires ,  without  giving 
themfelves  the  leifure  to  examine  their 
merit,  and  their  quality.  That  which 
is  certain  in  that  affair  is ,  that  the 
Leaguers  of  Pans  interpreting  malici- 
oufly,  and  in  the  worft  fenie ,  thofe 
Negotiations  and  Conferences ,  which 
were  made  with  the  King  of  Navarre^ 
were  not  wanting  to  make  the  peo- 
ple 
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pie  underftand  ,  that  the  King  held 
intelligence  with  him ,  and  protected 
the  Huguenots.  It  was  alfo  in  order 
to  deilroy  that  belief  and  falfe  opinion 
which  ran  of  him  to  his  difadvantage 
among  the  people,  that  the  King  re- 
newed with  more  apparent  fervour 
and  folemnity  ,  thofe  extraordinary 
devotions  which  he  pra&ifs'd  from 
time  to  time  ,  and  above  all  his  Pro- 
ceflions  of  Penitents,  which,  far  from 
ferving  his  defign  ,  rendered  him  yet 
more  defpicably  odious. 

As  evil ,  by  the  abufe  of  the  bell 
arid  moft  holy  things,  often  proceeds 
from  that  good  which  infenfibly  is  de- 
generated into  corruption ;  it  fome* 
times  alfo  happens  that  good  is  pro- 
due  d  out  of  evil ,  which  is  retfrfi'd  , 
by  taking  from  it  that  which  is  ill  in 
the  practice  of  Devotion,  and  leaving 
onely  what  is  wholfome.  This  is 
what  has  been  obferv'd  in  our  prefent 
Subjedt,  the  Brotherhood  of  Penitenti- 
aries. More  than  four  hundred  years 
agoe,  a  certain  devout  Hermit  finding 
himfelf  to  be  ftrongly  infpir'd  from 
God,  to  Preach  in  a  Town  of  Italy  7 
as  Jonas  did  at  Nineveh ,    began   to 

threaten 
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threaten  the  Inhabitants,   that  in  a>f**Ji** 
iliort  time  they  fhou'd  be  buried  under 
the  Ruines  of  their  Houfes  ,  which 
fhou'd  fall  upon  their  heads  and  over- 
whelm them,  if  they  appeas'd  not  the 
wrath  of  God,  by  an  immediate,  fe- 
vere  and  publique  penitence.     His  Au- 
ditors after  the  example  of  the  Nine- 
yitesy  touch'd  with  fo  powerfull  a  Ser- 
mon,  and  fearing  to  feel  the  effects 
offo  terrible  a  threatning ,   cloath'd 
themfelves  in  Sackcloth ,   and  arm'd 
with  Whips  and  Difciplines,  walk'd 
in  procelTion  through  their  Streets, 
killing  themfelves  Teverely  on  their 
Shoulders ,    to  expiate  their  Crimes 
by  their  tears ,    and  by  their  Bloud. 
This  fort  of  Penance  which  fprung 
out  of  a  good  principle ,  and  an  ar- 
dent defire  ofappeafmg  the  Divine 
Juflice,  may  be  very  laudable;   and 
was  afterwards  pra&is'd  in  other  Coun- 
tries, particularly  in  Hungary ,  dure- 
ing  the  rage  of  a  great  Peftilence  , 
which  made    havock    of   that   poor 
Kingdom.     But  not  long  after,  it  de- 
generated into  the  dangerous  feft  of 
the  Flagellants,  who  running  in  great 
Troops  naked  to  the  middle,  through 
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mod  of  the  Provinces  of  Europe,  made 
themfelves  all  over  bloudy  ,  by  the 
vigorous  handfelling  of  their  Difci- 
plines,  faying,  with  horrible  impiety, 
that  this  new  Baptifm  of  bloud  was 
more  available  than  that  of  Water,  in 
that  it  expiated  for  all  their  future  Sins, 
which  from  thence  forward  they  might 
commit  with  all  impunity. 

There  was  much  difficulty  in  abo- 
liftiing  fo  pernicious  an  abufe,-  and 
therefore  with  mild  ufage  to  reduce 
thole  wandring  Souls  into  a  regular 
Penance,  it  was  permitted  them  to 
retain  what  ever  was  good,  in  fo  au- 
itere  a  Practice.  From  thence  are 
fprung  up  the  fraternities  of  Penitents, 
which  are  at  this  prefent  feen  in  Ita- 
ly-, in  the  Patrimony  of  the  Church, 
in  the  County  of  Av'ignon  ,  and  in 
Languedoc ,  who  have  their  Chapels 
where  they  aflemble,  and  pra&ife  the 
Exercifes  of  their  Devotions,  and  who 
make  their  Proceffions  where  they 
go,  particularly  on  Holy  Thurfday  , 
cloath'd  in  Sackcloath,  with  Whips  at 
their  Girdles,  which  neverthelefs  are 
not  for  any  great  execution ,  but  for 
Ceremony,   to  mark  out   the  pub- 

lique 
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lique  profeflion  which  they  make  of  kAn^}^ 
being  Penitentiaries,  and  the  love  they 
have  for  Chriltian  Penance. 

When  therefore  the  King ,  who  was 
naturally  inclin'd  to  Devotion,  had  in 
his  return  from  Poland ,    beheld  the 
Proceflion  of  the  white  Penitents  of 
Avignon,  and  was  even  then  defirous 
of  ihewing  himfelf  a  zealous  Catho- 
lique ;  he  commanded  himfelf  to  be  in- 
roll'd  in  that  Fraternity,   and  about 
feven or  eight  years  after,   he  efta- 
blifh'd  another  of  the  fame  kind  at  Pa- 
ruy  in  the  Church  of  the  Auguftines, 
under  the  title  of  the  Annunciation  of 
our  Lady.     The  mod  part  of  the  Prin- 
ces, and  great  men  of  the  Court,  and 
the  principal   Officers    wrere   of  it; 
and  all  his  Favorites  never  fail'd  to 
aflift  at   thofe  Proceilions ,    wherein 
he  went  without  his  Guards  ,  or  any 
mark  whereby   he  might  be  diftin- 
guilh'd  from  the  reft,  Cloath'd  in  a  tong 
white  Habit  of  Holland  ,  lhap'd  like 
a  Sack,  reaching  below  his  Feet,  fome- 
what  large  ,  with  two  long  Sleeves, 
and  a  Cowl  or  MonKs  Hood  over  his 
Head  piqu'd  on  the  Crown,  and  hav- 
ing two  great  holes  in  it  right  againft 

his 
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Ann.  \^6.  his  Eyes,  fow'd  behind  to  the  Collar^ 
^^OT^  and  coming  down  before  in  a  fharp 
point,  half  a  foot  below  the  Girdle, 
which  was  woven  of  the  fined  white 
Thread,  and  little  knots  in  it,  hanging 
down  below  the  Knee ;  in  the  Gir- 
dle was  hung  a  jolly  little  Difci- 
pline  of  the  fame  materials,  nothing 
proper  to  give  the  penitent  a  fmarting 
lafli :  On  his  left  lhoulder  he  had  a 
Crofs  of  white  Satteft,  upon  a  ground 
of  tawny  Velvet,  almoft  wholly  cir- 
cular. 

For  the  reft,  he  made  profeffion  to 
obferve  exadly  the  Rules  and  Sta- 
tutes of  that  Fraternity,  which  Father 
Edmond  Auger  a  famous  Jefuite^  who 
was  then  his  Confeflbur  and  Chaplain  i 
had  drawn  up  by  his  own  Order. 
That  good  Father  entertained  him  with 
great  care,  in  thefe  forts  of  Devotions, 
though  not  altogether  fo  proper  for 
the  practice  of  a  great  Ring,  to  whom 
much  more  folid  mftru&ions  ihou'd  be 
given,  of  which  the  principal  confifts 
in  advifing  him  to  apply  himfelf  vigo- 
foully  to  that  charge  of  Government* 
which  God,  to  whom  he  mufl  render 
an  Account  ^  has  committed  to  his 
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truft,    as   his   Minifter    and    Lieute- 
nant. 

To  this  purpofe  'tis   faid  Q  as  Buf 
leqaius  writes  from  Paris,  to  the  Em- 
perour  Rodolphus  his  Mafter)  that  the 
Queen  Mother  (feeing  the  prejudice 
which  this  fantaflique  carriage  did  to 
the  reputation  of  the  King  her  Son, 
and  to  the  State,  the  care  of  which 
he  abandond ,  to  give  himfelf  up  to 
thefe  cloyflerly  Proceflions  , )  fpoke 
fharply  to  die  Jefuite  \   upbrayding 
him,  that  he  wTas  an  ill  Guide  to  his 
Penitent,  and  that  of  a  King,  as  God 
had  made  him ,   he  made  a  Frier,  to 
the  great  prejudice   of  all  his  King- 
dom.    And  for  that  very  reafon,  time 
and  experience  having  made  it  mani- 
fefl,  that  much  diforder  had  crept  in- 
to thefe  Fraternities  of  white  Penitents, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  blew  and  black, 
and  that  under  pretence  of  pra&ifing 
holy  Exercifes,    mod  dangerous  Plots 
were  hatch'd  againft  the  Government, 
they  were  totally  abolifh'd  at  Tans, 
about    ten   or   twelve    years   after- 
wards. 

It  was  efpecially  that  year  1586, 
that  the  King  willing  to  make  appear, 

that 
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that  he  had  more  zeal  than  ever  for 
the  Catholique  Faith  ,  renew 'd  thefe 
oftentatious  Devotions  of  his  Frater- 
nity, with  fo  much  fervour,  that  not 
being  fatisfied  with  his  ordinary  Pro- 
ceffions,  which  he  made  in  the  Habit 
of  a  Penitent,  through  the  Streets  of  TV 
risy  he  made  one  very  extraordinary, 
going  on  foot  in  the  fame  Habit,  with 
the  greateft  company  he  cou'd  get  to- 
gether of  his  moll  devout  and  fervent 
Brothers,  from  the  Chartreux^  quite 
to  our  Lady  diChartres ;  from  whence 
he  returned  in  the  fame  manner,  in 
two  days  to  Paris.  In  truth,  'tis  cre- 
dible that  this  proceeded  from  a  great 
Foundation  of  Piety  in  this  Prince, 
whofe  nature  was  infinitely  fweet,  if 
he  had  not  fufferd  it  to  be  corrupted 
by  his  pleafures.  But  as  the  Leaguers 
.were  not  throughly  perfwaded  of  this 
truth ,  and  that  through  the  hatred 
which  they  bore  him,  they  interpret 
ted  his  beft  a&ions  in  the  worft  Smkf 
they  decri'd  this  with  all  imaginable 
fpight;  faying,  it  was  nothing  but 
mere  Hypocrifie ,  and  a  ridiculous 
Mafcarade  which  he  had  invented  , 
to  mock  God  and  deceive  men,  by 

covering 
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covering  his  Vices  and  his  no  Religion  Ann^t^- 
with  the  veil  of  Piety. 

Yet  the  Leaguers  were  not  the  one- 
ly  men ,  who  were  icandaliz'd  at 
thefe  new  forms  of  Procellions,  which 
are  not  much  to  the  humour  of  the 
French.  They  were  a  1  moll  generally 
blam'd  by  all  the  World ,  and  thole 
who  fpoke  the  lead  harm  of  them  i 
cou'd  not  hold  from  open  Laughter.The 
mofl  ridiculous  part  of  them,and  which 
made  a  kind  of  Tragicomedy,  where- 
in there  was  matter  of  Mirth  arid 
Mourning,  was  that  the  Lacquics  of 
thefe  Courtiers ,  who  in  compliance 
to  the  King  ,  had  inroll'd  themfelves 
in  this  Brotherhood  of  Penitents  ,  had 
the  infolence  to  mimick  it,  in  derifion 
of  their  Mailers,  even  in  the  Court  of 
the  Louvre ,  making  fhew  of  killing 
themfelves  luftily,  as  if  they  had  been 
Flage Hants  in  earned.  But  the  King 
having  heard  of  it,  before  the  Farce 
Was  quite  play'd  out  *  caus'd  fourfcore 
of  them  to  be  feiz' d  ,  whom  they 
drew  into  the  Cour  desCuifines,  where 
they  were  fo  well  belaboured  with 
Whips,  that  they  were  left  in  a  way 
reprefetiting  to  the  Life,  that  conditi- 
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on  into  which  the  ancient  Flagellants 
put  their  bodies  by  their  bloudy  pe- 
nance. 

This,  notwithftanding ,  hinder'd 
not  others  ,  from  doing  fome* 
what  much  more  criminal ,  than  the 
poor  Lacquies  had  attempted.  For 
fome  malicious  Wits  there  were  a- 
mongft  the  Leaguers ,  who  had  the 
impudence  to  expofe  publiquely ,  a 
Pidure  where  the  King  was  feen 
cloath'd  in  his  penitential  Robes,  pul- 
ling the  Honey  combs  out  of  an  Hive, 
faying  thefe  words,  which  were  writ- 
ten over  his  Head ,  as  the  Motto  of 
the  Embleme,  Sic  eorum  aculeos  evzto, 
'Tis  thus  I  cover  my  felf  from  their 
Stings.  As  if  they  defir'd  to  be  un- 
derftood  in  this  witty,  but  very  fpight- 
full  expreffion,  That  as  a  man  who  in- 
tends to  rob  a  Hive ,  muft  cover  his 
Face  and  Hands  to  avoid  Stinging 
from  the  Bees ,  who  Aflbciate  them- 
felves  againfl  the  Thief :  So  the  King, 
who  drew  the  vital  nourifhment  of  his 
Kingdom  to  laviih  it  prodigally  on 
his  Minions,  and  who  endeavoured  to 
ruine  Religion,  by  the  fecret  intelli- 
gence he  held  with  the  King  of  Na- 
varre 
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varre  and  the  Huguenots  ,  difguis'd  f"^**?- 
himfelf  in  this  Habit  of  a  Penitent , " 
to  cheat  the  League ,  and  tQ  fhelter 
himfelf  from  the  juft  indignation  of 
the  Catholiques  united  againft  him. 
But  they  who  were  more  clamorous 
than  all  the  reft ,  were  certain  Prea- 
chers of  the  League  y  who  profaneing 
their  Sacred  Function  of  Preaching 
the  Gofpel,  by  their  Seditious  Tongues, 
and  dealing  out  a  thoufand  impoftures 
from  the  Chair  of  Truth  ,  declaimed 
venemoufly  againft  the  Lord's  An- 
nointed  ,  all  whofe  actions  they  be- 
fpatter'd,  even  thofe  which  were  a- 
dorn'd  with  the  greateft  Piety. 

Of  all  thofe  Satyrifts  ,  he  who 
roar'd  the  mod  infolently  againft  thofe 
Devotions  of  the  King,  was  Do&our 
Poncet,  Curate  of  St.  Peter  des  Arfis, 
who  was  accuftoind  to  relate  blunde- 
ringly in  his  Sermons ,  the  fillyeft 
things,  which  the  moft  violent  Lea~ 
guers  us'd  to  fay,  and  preach'd  them 
without  fear  or  wit  to  his  Congrega- 
tion, as  if  they  had  been  as  true  as 
Gofpel.  'Twas  not  that  he  wanted 
good  natural  parts,  as  once  he  made 
it  fufficiently  appear,  when  the  Duke 
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Ann^jstf.  of  Joyeufe,  the  Rings  Favourite,  hav* 
ing  told  him  that  he  was  glad  to  know 
a  marl,  who  had  fo  noble  a  Talent  as 
to  divert  the  people,  and  fet  them  on 
the  merry  pin  of  Laughing  at  his  Ser- 
mons :  He  drily  anfwer'd  him,  'tis 
hut  reafonable  that  I  fhou  d  make  them 
laugh  fometimes,  fince  you  have  made 
them  cry  fo  often ,  for  the  extraordi- 
nary Subfedies  which  were  imposed  for 
the  defraying  of  the  exceffive  charges 
of  your  fweet  Marriage.  For  the  re* 
port  went ,  that  the  King  had  expen- 
ded on  them  more  than  twelve  hun* 
dred  thoufand  Crowns. 

Now  this  Seditious  Preacher  de- 
ckirnd  fo  outragioufly  again!! 
thofe  Proceffions ,  and  told  fo  many 
fcandalous  lies  of  the  King  himfelf , 
and  the  fraternity  of  Penitents,  Hvhom 
he  cali'd  the  Brotherhood  of  Hypo- 
crites and  Atheifts,  that  the  King 
dap'd  him  up  in  Priibn  for  fome  days, 
after  which  he  fet  him  at  liberty , 
thinking  that  this  light  Correction 
woud  teach  him  better  manners.  But 
it  was  to  little  purpofe ;  for  the  Fel- 
low having  heard  it  reported,  that  he 
^ad  chang'd  his  note  ?    after  having 
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fmarted  for  it,  had  the  impudence  to  f"^^- 
fay  publiquely  in  the  Pulpit ,  that  he 
was  no  Parrot  to  be  taught  his  Leflbn ; 
and  thereupon,  he  fell  to  his  old  trade 
of  railing  more  violently  than  ever. 
Yet  it  was  not  long  e'er  he  infli&ed  on 
himfelf  the  punilhment  which  he  had 
fo  well  deferv'd. 

As  the  Licence  of  fpeaking  evil  of 
the  Higher  Powers,  was  now  become 
the  common  practice  of  the  Leaguers  y 
a  certain  Advocate  of  Poitiers  calfd 
Le  Breton,  who  had  loft  his  Suit  at 
Poitiers  and  at  Paris  ,  in  pleading  for 
a  Widow ,  enragd  that  the  Duke  of 
Guife  and  Mayenne  ,  the  King  of  Av?- 
varre,  and  the  King  himfelf  to  whom 
he  had  made  his  addrefles,  going  from 
one  to  the  other,  and  making  fo  many 
fruitlefs  Journies  to  complain  of  his 
hardUfage,  had  always  fhaken  him 
off,  and  treated  him  like  a  Fool  or 
Madman,  made  a  Libell  full  of  Villa- 
nous  reproaches  and  calumnies  againft 
the  King,  and  the  Members  of  the 
Parlament.  The  Writing  having  been 
feiz'd  together  with  the  Authour,  it 
was  thought  fit  to  make  an  example 
of  him,  to  flop  the  fury  of  that  licen- 
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Jmujistf;  tious  way  of  Writing  and  of  Speaking. 
Upon  which,  fhort  work  was  made  in 
the  procefs  of  this  audacious  Advo- 
cate ,  he  had  Juftice  roundly  done 
him,  and  was  fairly  hang'd  before  the 
Steps  of  the  Palace.  None  are  fo 
wretchedly  fearfull  and  cowardly  at 
the  point  of  danger,  as  thofe  who  are 
the  moft  fool-hardy  in  railing  ,  when 
they  believe  they  are  out  of  reach  : 
When  our  noble  Dodtour  Poncet  was 
told  of  this  Execution  on  the  Lawyer, 
and  that  he  faw  by  this  terrible  exam- 
ple ,  they  were  puniftvd  with  death 
who  dar'd  to  affront  the  Sovereign 
Majefty  with  Scandalous  and  Sediti- 
ous Inve&ives,  he  was  taken  fo  vio- 
lently with  a  fudden  fright  and  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  it  feiz'd  on  his  Heart, 
and  ftop'd  the  circulation  of  his  Bloud; 
he  betook  himfelf  immediately  to  his 
Bed,  from  whence  this  tongue  Bravo 
did  never  rife,  for  he  died  Tome  few 
days  after  of  pure  imagination,  that 
the  fame  diftributive  Juftice  woud 
reach  him,  which  had  overtaken  the 
miferable  Advocate. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King  who  had 
always  earneftly  defir'd  to  have  peace 

in 
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in  his  Kingdom ,    made  another  at-  Aw^i$8& 
tempt,  though  without  Succefs,  to  ob-  ' 
lige  on  one  lide  the  Duke  of  Guife,  to 
accommodate  matters  with  the  King 
of  Navarre,  on  Conditions  more  ad- 
vantageous than  he  had  yet  offend 
him  :  and  on  the  other  fide,  to  caufe 
the  King  of  Navarre  to  return  into 
the    Catholque   Church  ,    promifing 
him  in  cafe  he  wou'd,  to  declare  him 
Lieutenant  General  in  all  the  Realm, 
to  impower  him  yet  with  more  Au- 
thority, than  he  himfelf  had   poflHVd 
when  he  Commanded  the  Armies  of 
the  late  King  his  Brother ,    to  make 
him  Prefident  of  the  Council,  and  e- 
ven  at  laft,  (  which  that  King  molt 
paflionately  defir'd, )  to  Diflolve  his 
Marriage  with  Queen  Margaret ,  and 
to  give  him  the  Princefs  of  Lorrain, 
Grand-Daughter  to  the  Queen  Mo- 
ther, who  was  willing  to  confent   to 
this  Marriage,  which  might  one  day 
make  that  Princefs  Queen  of  France, 
whom  flie  always  lov'd  with  fo  much 
tendernefs. 

Thefe  undoubtedly  were  mod  ad- 
vantageous offers,  and  very  capable  of 
tempting  a  man  of  that  King's  Chara- 
N  4  dterj 
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<5ter ;  who  to  fay  the  truth,  was  none 

of  the  moil  bigotted  Huguenots ,  nor 
any  bitter  Enemy  to  the  Catholiques. 
But  as 'he  coir  d  riot  believe  after  what 
had  been  done  againft  him,  that  he 
had  reafon  to  rely  on  thefe  fair  pro- 
mifes  ,  that  he  fear'd  to  fall  to  the 
Ground  betwixt  two  Stools ;  nay  ,  if 
once  he  was  perceiv'd  to  Waver,  to  be 
foon  abandon  d  by  his  party  ,  which 
already  lean  d  extremely  towards  the 
Prince  of  Conde^  who  was  Known  to 
be  a  much  better  Proteftant  tharrfrim- 
felf,  and  moreover,  that  he  thought 
himfelf  fecure  of  great  Succours 
from  the  Germans,  he  wou'd  not  lend 
an  Ear  to  any  of  thofe  Propofals  ,  and 
gave  a  quick  difpatch  to  the  King's 
Envoys,  with  an  anfwer  wrorthy  of 
his  ingenuity  and  of  his  Courage; 
That  his  Enemies  defir'd  nothing  iefs 
than  his  Conversion  ,  becaufe  they 
took  Arms  for  no  other  reafon  ,  than 
to  Exclude  him  from  the  Succeflion  of 
the  Crown;  and  to  cantonize  the 
Realm  amongfl:  themfelves ,  under 
pretence  of  preferring  the  Catholi^ue 
Religion,  which  he  wou'd  maintain  in 
%  much  better  than  themfelves;  That 

he 
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he  moft  humbly  befought  his  Majefty,  A™-  i*8tf. 
to  permit  him  to  decide  that  Quarrel  v-/v'"N«/ 

with  the  Princes  of  the  League ,  with- 
out his  Majefty's  giving  himfelf  the 
trouble  to  interpofe  in  it ;  and  in  three 
Months  time  he  flioud  have  Fifty 
thoufand  Men,  with  which  he  hopd 
Almighty  God  wou'd  do  him  the  fa- 
vour, to  reduce  the  Leaguers  in  a 
fliort  time  to  their  Duty,  and  to  bring 
thofe  Troublers  of  the  publick  Peace, 
and  thofe  Rebels,  to  the  terms  of  O- 
bedience  which  they  ow'd  their  Sove- 
reign. 

This  anfwer  put  the  King  into  an 
extreme  Agony  of  Spirit,  not  know- 
ing where  to  fix  his  Refolutions,  nor 
which  of  the  three  Parties  he  fhou'd 
Efpoufe.  For,  in  cafe  he  fliou'd  (land 
Neuter  betwixt  the  King  of  Navarre 
and  the  League,  he  ran  the  rifque  of 
being  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Conque- 
rour ;  if  he  rang  d  himfelf  with  the 
King  of  Navarre's  Party  againft  the 
League^  (  as  fome  time  after  he  was 
conftrain'd  to  do, )  he  fear'd  to  pafs 
for  an  Heretique ,  or  for  a  favourer 
of  Heretiques ,  as  the  League  endea- 
vour d  already  to  make  it  be  believ'd 

by 
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^XJjf^l  by  their  Calumnies  againft  him ;  and 

*  in  the  fequel,to  draw  upon  himfelf  the 

power  of  Spain  find  all  theThunderbolts 

of  Rome ,  which  in  that  conjun&ure 

he  dreaded  more  than  the  League  and 

AmLl  ?17#  t^ie  SpMutrd  Put  together.   Thus  as  he 
believ'd  not  himfelf  to  be  fingly  flrong 
enough,  to  force  both  parties  to  Obedi- 
ence ,  that  latter  fear  determined  him 
though  contrary  to  his  Inclinations  a- 
gainlt  the  King  of  Navarre's  Party ,   as 
judging  it  to  bethe  jufler,  excepting 
onely  their  Religion,  which  that  Prince 
had  folemnly  protefted,  was  no  ingre- 
dient of  the  prefent  Quarrel.  Infomuch 
that  following  the  advice  of  the  Queen 
his  Mother  ,   and  fome  few  of  his 
Council,  who  out  of  their  hatred  to 
Herefie,  were  favourable  to  the  League ; 
he  joyn'd  himfelf  with  thofe  whom  he 
regarded  as  his  greateft  Enemies,    to 
make  War  with  his  Brother-in-Law , 
whofe  good  intentions  he  well  knew 
for  the  publique  wellfare.  A  War  which 
drew  from  both  parties  both   much 
Bloud ,  and  many  Tears  :   the  various 
events  of  which  will  be  the  Subject  of 
the  following  Book. 
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THE  King,  according  to  his^j$^ 
Cuftome,  pafs'd  the  Winter  ' 
of  this  Memorable  Year  1587, 
partly  in  Feafts  ,  Gaming,  Ballets 
and  Mafquerades  ,  and  fuch  other  di- 
vertifements  ;  and  partly  in  his  Prc- 
ceffions  ,  his  Fraternities ,  his  Retire- 
ments and  his  Penances  ,  among  the 
Feuillants,  whom  he  had  founded  at 
the  Fauxbourg^  St.  Honor  e,  among  the 
Capuchins,  and  efpecially  in  his  little 

Cells 
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Cells  of  the  Monad  ery  of  Bois  de  Vin* 
4  cennes,  wherein  he  had  plac  d  the  Je- 
ronimites  who  were  come  from  Spain, 
and  wherein  afterwards  were  plac  d 
the  Minimes.  But  to  his  great  grief, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Spring,  he  was 
forc'd  to  quit  the  Pleafures  and  Exer- 
cifes  of  that  fort  of  Life ,  with  which 
he  was  infinitely  fatisfied ,  and  rowze 
up  himfelf  to  make  War  in  conjunction 
with  the  League  againfl  the  King  of 
Navarre,  and  the  Germans,  who  were 
coming  to  joyn  their  Forces  with 
him. 

To  this  effect:,  the  Duke  of  Guife, 
who  till  that  time  had  been  making 
War  with  the  young  Duke  of  Bouillon 
la  Mark,  without  any  confiderable  ad- 
vantage, returned  to  the  Court,  which  » 
was  then  at  Meaux  ;  and  after  having 
.afliir'd  the  King  that  there  was  a  great 
Army  of  Germans  in  readinefs  to  take 
their  March  towards  our  Frontiers, 
and  demanded  Forces  which  might  be 
capable  of  flopping  them  ,  he  made 
great  complaints  of  the  Breach  which 
lie  pretended  to  be  made  of  fome 
Articles,  in.  the  Treaty  of  Nemours. 
Thofe  of  the  League  maintained  that 

thefe 
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thefe  complaints  were  juft,  the  others  f  "^^ 
on  the  contrary  made  it  evident ,  that 
they  were  altogether  unreafonable. 

He  complain'd  amongft  other  things, 
that  the  Count  of  Brijfac  was   not  re- 
ftor'd  to  his  Government  of  the  Caftle 
of  Angers.     But  to  that  it   was  an- 
fwer'd ,  that  the  King  had  retaken  it 
from  the  King  of  Navarre's  Forces,  by 
whom  Brijfac ,  who  held  it  for  the 
League  againft  his  Majefty's  intentions, 
had  fuffer'd  it  to  be  furpris'd.     He  ad- 
ded that  fuch  as  were  his  Dependants, 
and  in  his  interefts,  were  not  treated  fo 
favourably  at  Court  as  others ;  as  if 
the  King  had  been  oblig'd  not  onely 
to  forgive,  but  alfo  to  beftow  parties 
lar  favours  on  thofe  who  had  taken 
Arms   againft  him  ,  and  to  reward 
them  for  having  difchargd  their  Can- 
non againft  his  faithfuli  Servants ,  as 
Francis  de  Balfac  d*  Entragues    had 
done  againft  the  Duke  of  Montpenfier 
whom  his  Majefty  had  fent  to  Orleans. 
In  conclufion,  he  took  it  exceedingly 
ill,  that  the  temporal  Eftate  of  Car- 
dinal Pe/Ieve,  Archbiihop  of  Sens  had 
been  feiz'd  inta  the  King's  hands;  as 
if  the  World  were  not  fatisffd  that 

this 
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T***j&l's  this  Prelate,  a  Penfioner  of  Spain,  and 
'who  was  a  declared  Enemy  to  the 
King,  was  not  then  at  Rome ,  doeing 
him  all  manner  of  ill  Offices  with  the 
Pope+  eternally  decrying  his  conduct, 
and  blading  him  with  his  finifter 
interpretations,  and  venemous  afper- 
fions. 

Neverthelefs,  the  King  had  the  good- 
nefs  not  long  time  after,  to  grant  him 
Poffeflion  of  his  Revenues ,  and  that 
to  gratifie  His  Holinefs,  who  had  de- 
fir  ci  it  of  him  by  his  Nuncio  Morofini, 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  defir'd  the 
Pope  to  admonifli  the  Cardinal  in  pri- 
vate, that  he  fhou'd  beware  of  relap- 
fmg  into  fo  hainous  an  Offence,  which 
if  he  fliou'd,  he  then  hop'd  his  Holi- 
nefs wou  d  hold  himfelf  obliged  to  pu-  # 
nifli  him  with  the  fame  Severity,  as 
if  the  crime  were  committed  agatnft 
his  own  perfon.  For  the  prefent ,  he 
was  content  to  mollify  the  Duke  of 
Guzfe  with  a  parcel  of  fair  words  ,  af- 
furing  him  that  he  wou'd  take  fuch 
order,  that  he  fliou  d  have  reafon  to 
be  fatisfi'd  in  all  things.  After  which, 
having  again  exhorted  him  to  make 
Peace  with  the  King  of  Navarre,  and 

finding 
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finding  him  {till  obftinate  in  theNega-  ^^£ 
tive,  he  took  at  laft  the  refolution,  to 
difpofe  of  the  Forces  he  had  already 
on  foot,  and  ofthofeheexpe&edfrom 
the  Catholique  Cantons  of  Swifferland, 
in  fuch  manner  that  he  might  find  a 
way  to  make  himfelf  Matter  of  all , 
by  weakning  the  King  of  Navarre  and 
the  League  ,  and  by  difperfing  the 
German  Army. 

To  this  effeft  ,  he  determined  to 
have  three  Armies ;  The  firft  very 
ftrong,  under  the  Command  of  the 
Duke  of  Joyeufe  in  Poitou,  againft  the 
King  of  Navarre y  who  was  not  yet  in 
a  condition,  as  he  believ'd,  to  oppofe 
him.  Thefecond  in  fhew,and  upon  the 
paper,  at  lead  as  ftrong,  but  in  reality 
much  weaker ,  under  the  Duke  of 
Guife  againft  the  Germans ,  by  whom 
confidering  their  great  Numbers ,  he 
might  realonably  hope  the  Duke  might 
be  opprefs'd,  which  he  had  occafion 
enough  to  wifh  :  And  the  third,  in- 
comparably ftronger  than  the  other 
two,  he  was  refolv'd  to  command  in 
perfon ,  to  hinder  the  Strangers,  who 
by  that  time  wou'd  be  harrafs'd  with 
fo  long  a  March,  from  palling  the  Ri- 
ver 
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ver  of  Loire,  and  from  joyning  the 
King  of  Navarre ,  and  afterwards  to 
oblige  them  by  Treaty  to  return  into 
their  own  Country  ;  After  which  he 
ihou'd  be  in  condition,  eafily  to  reduce 
the  two  Parties  to  the  obedience  which 
they  ow'd  him. 

Undoubtedly  this  defign  was  not 
ill  laid ;  but  by  the  prudent  Conduct 
and  Valour  of  the  King  of  Navarre  ori 
the  one  ride,  and  ori  the  other  of  the 
Duke  of  Guife  >  this  fpecious  projedr 
happen  d  quite  after  another  manner, 
than  he  had  imagind;  And  this  is 
my  prefent  Bufinels  to  difcover,  by 
defdribing  exadtly  and  in  order,  the 
Exploits  of  thefe  three  Armies,  which 
had  all  of  them  fuch  different  Succefs, 

The  firft  of  them  who  was  obliged 
to  take  the  Field,  was  the  Duke  of 
Joyeufe,  to  oppofe  the  Progrefs  which 
the  King  of  Navarre  began  to  make  in 
Guyenne  and  in  Voitou.  This  Duke 
was  that  famous  Favourite,  wrhom  the 
King,  to  comfort  hirhfelf  for  the  lofs 
of  his  other  Minions  Qgetus  and  Mau- 
girony  who  were  kilfd  in  Duel,  and  St. 
Megrin  who  was  Murther'd  as  he  went 
out  of  the  Louvre  ,-  took  pleafure  ta 

Mfe 
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raife  to  the  higheft  Honours  of  the  -J^^ 
Realm,  fo  far  as  even  to  make  him  his 
own  Brother-in-Law  by  Marrying 
him  to  Margaret  Princefs  of  Vaudt* 
mont^  Sifter  to  the  Queen,  and  loading 
him  with  Wealth  and  Favours,  which 
he  Javiih'd  upon  him  with  a  full  hand, 
without  Rule  or  Meafure  ;  Infomuch 
that  he  feem'd  as  if  he  wou  d  iliare  the 
Kingdom  with  him  ,  and  make  him 
equal  to  himfelf :  which  things  are  not 
compatible  with  the  Dignity  ,  nor 
confequently  with  the  Friendship  of  a 
King,  as  they  are  with  that  of  a  pri- 
vate perfon. 

'Tis  true,  that  amongft  all  that 
Crowd  ,of  Favourites  and  Minions , 
who  made  themfelves  infupportable 
under  this  Reign  ,  efpecially  to  the 
Princes  and  the  Nobility,  by  the  in- 
folence  of  their  Carriage,  and  abufing 
the  favour  of  their  Prince,  this  man 
was  the  leaf!  hated  of  the  whole  Num* 
ber :  for,  befides  that  he  was  of  a  Birth 
much  more  illuftrious  than  any  of  the 
reft,  he  was  alfo  without  comparifon 
the  mod  well-Natur'd,  being  Courte- 
ous, Obliging  ,  Civil ,  pleas'd  with 
doing  good  Offices ,  and  above  all 
1     O  things 
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Amuxfrj.  things  Magnificent,  even  beyond  what 
can  be  exprefs'd,  as  if  he  had  endea- 
voured to  equalize  the  greatnefs  of  his 
Fortune,  by  that  of  his  Bounty,  which 
in  a  manner  bore  proportion  with  the 
prodigality  of  the  King  his  Mailer: 
Infomuch  that  one  day  finding  at  his 
Chamber-door  the  four  Secretaries  of 
State,  who  had  waited  long  for  his 
coming  out,  after  having  excus'dhim- 
felf  to  therm  with  all  manner  of  civili- 
ty, he  prefented  them  with  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  Cro wns,  which  juft  be- 
fore he  had  received  from  the  libera- 
lity of  the  King. 

But,  as  with  all  thefe  good  Qualities, 
he  was  extremely  vain,  opinionated 
of  his  own  capacity  for  all  things, 
though  as  yet  he  had  gain  d  no  man- 
ner of  experience  ,•  the  DukeofE/per- 
non  his  Rival ,  who  endeavour  a  to 
make  his  advantage  of  the  other's  ab- 
fence  from  Court,  and  to  get  the  up- 
per hand  in  the  King's  favour,  infus'd 
into  him  with  great  artifice  the  defire 
of  Commanding  that  Army  ,  which 
was  to  be  fent  into  Guyenne  againft  the 
King  of  Navarre.  In  effed:  he  fued 
for  it,  and  fail'd  not  to  obtain  it  of  the 

King, 
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King,  who  was  not  able  to  refufe him,  Am^i$i. 
though  he  had  promised  it  before  to  ' 
Marlhal  d'  Aumont,  who  being  endu- 
ed with  Conduit,  Valour,  Experience 
and  Fidelity,  had  certainly  acquitted 
himfelf  much  better  of  that  employ- 
ment. 

At  firft  he  had  indifferent  good  Suc- 
cefs,  in  Auvergne}  in  Givaudan  ,  and 
in  Rouergue  ,  which  he  had  order  to 
cleanfe  of  the  Huguenots ;  from  thence 
to  pafs  into  Languedocy  and  afterwards 
into  Guyenne.  He  took  ibme  little 
Places  which  were  tolerably  (Irong  ; 
amongft  others  Maleziou,  Marengholy 
ha  Peyre  in  Givaudan  ,  and  Salvagnac 
in  Rouergue ;  from  whence  he  March'd, 
and  prelented  himfelf  in  Battaglia,  be- 
fore Tholoufe  ,  intending  thereby  to 
give  notice  to  the  Parlament,  that  he 
was  come  to  joyn  himfelf  with  the 
Marlhal  of  5fy<?#j£,  his  Father,  r  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Ring  in  Languedoc,  to  de- 
liver that  great  Town,  from  the  trou- 
blefome  neighbourhood  of  the  Hugue- 
nots. After  which,  his  Army  being 
much  diminifh'd  by  Sicknefs ,  and  by 
the  retiring  of  many  Gentlemen  to 
their  own  Houfes,  he  left  there  the 
0  %  Marquis 
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Ann.  i $27.  Marquis  of  Lavardin,  John  de  Beau* 
manoir,  his  Marfhal  de  Camp,  and  re- 
turn d  in  Pofl  to  the  Court,  there  to 
pafs  the  Winter* 

The  year  following  he  had  al- 
moft  the  fame  Fortune ;  for  as  he 
had  been  inform'd,  that  the  King  of 
Navarre  who  had  taken  the  Field  a- 
bout  the  beginning  of  April,  had  al- 
ready made  himlelf  Matter  in  Voitou 
of  Talmont,  Chizay,  Safayy  St.Maixant, 
Fontenay  and  Mauleon,  he  return 'd  to 
the  Army  with  great  fpeed ,  bringing 
with  him  a  recruit  of  fix  or  feven 
thoufand  Men,  with  whom  he  reco- 
vered St.  Mai x ant ,  poflefs'd  himfelf 
of  Tonnay-Charente,  and  of  Ma/kzaysy 
made  incurfions  even  to  the  Gates  of 
Rochelle  ,  and  cut  in  pieces  two  or 
three  Regiments  of  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, whom  he  fore  d  in  their  Quar- 
ters :  But,  after  two  Months  of  Cam- 
pagne,  the  Plague  and  the  Deferters, 
who  were  many  ,  having  extremely 
weakn'd  his  Army,  he  the  fecond  time 
return'd  to  Court,  leaving  his  Army 
as  before,  under  the  Command  of  the 
Marquis  of  Lav ar din ,  who  had  not 

the 
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the  good  fortune  to  prcferve  it,  fo  well 
as  he  had  done  the  year  before. 

For  the  King  of  Navarre,  who  was 
March'd  out  of  Roche  He ,  with  all  the 
Forces  he  cou'd  make,  to  diftrefs  the 
Army  ofLavardin,  having  heard  that 
he  was  making  his  Retreat  towards 
the  River  of  Loire  ,  followed  him  fo 
clofe,  that  on  the  twenty  eighth,  and 
the  twenty  ninth  of  April  he  furpris'd 
him ,  and  cut  in  pieces  one  half  of 
his  Cavalry,  and  even  the  Duke's  Genf- 
darms,  confiding  of  threefcore  and  ten 
Horfemen,  were  all  kill'd  or  taken , 
together  with  his  own  Standard.  All 
that  the  Marquis  of  Lavardin  cou'd 
doe,  after  this  defeat,  was  to  re- 
tire at  full  fpeed  to  La  Hay  upon  the 
Creufe. 

It  was  before  this  place,  which  was 
not  aflaulted  for  want  of  Cannon,  that 
the  King  of  Navarre  received  a  Rein- 
forcement of  fix  hundred  Horfe,  and 
two  thoufand  Arquebufiers  ,  which 
the  Vicount  de  Turenne  brought  him 
from  Perigord  and  Limoufin  ;  and  al- 
moft  at  the  fame  time ,  the  Prince  of 
Conde  came  to  joy  n  him  with  the  grea- 
teft  part  of  the  Gentry  from  Saintonge* 

O  3  And 
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And  it  being  then  reported,  that  the 
young  Count  of  Soijjons,  (  whom  he 
had  drawn  into  his  party  by  large 
promifes,  as  well  as  the  Prince  of  Con- 
ti  that  Count's  Brother, )  was  ap- 
proaching to  the  Loire  with  three  hun- 
dred Gentlemen,  and  five  hundred 
Dragoons,  he  advanc d  as  far  as  Monfo- 
reau  upon  that  River,  whither  the  Vi- 
count  ofTurenne,  who  went  to  receive 
him  at  Lude,  with  a  convoy  of  feven 
hundrec  .iorfe,  brought  him  without 
the  lofs  of  one  fingle  man.. 

This  being  done,  it  was  refolv'd  in 
their  Council  to  pafs  no  farther  in  the 
dired:  way  towards  the  Germans  whom 
they  were  to  meet ;  becaufe  they  were 
not  yet  ftrong  enough,  and  that  they 
iliou'd  have  upon  their  hands  both  the 
King's  Army,  and  that  of  the  Duke  of 
Joyeufe  ,  who  wou'd  certainly  beat 
them,  which  by  confequence  wou'd 
prove  the  defeat  of  the  Foreign  Army. 
For  which  reafon  they  return'd  into 
Voitou  with  defign  to  fetch  a  large  com- 
pals,  and  to  gain  the  paflage  of  the 
River  more  upward  toward  Roan,  and 
afterwards  to  march  into  Bourgogne 
there  to  receive   the  German  Army 

to- 
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to  whofe  principal  Commanders  the  /^ll7' 
King  of  Navarre  difpatch'd  away  Mor- 
las,  to  defire  them  that  they  wou'd 
take  that  way.  But  that  King  had 
not  the  leifure  to  execute  his  intended 
Enterprife,  becaufe  he  was  follow  9d 
fo  haftily  by  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe, 
that  there  was  a  neceffky  of  coming 
to  a  Battel,  which  was  given  in  the 
manner  that  I  am  now  going  to  re- 
late. 

The  news  being  already  fpread  at 
Court  of  the  late  fuccefles  of  the  King 
of  Navarre,  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe,  to 
whom  the  King  had  given  a  very  con- 
fiderable  recruit  of  Sou  ldiers,  and  who 
was  accompanied  by  all  the  young 
Gallants  and  fprightly  Noblemen  of 
the  Court,  who  according  to  cuftome 
attend  the  Favourite,  received  orders 
to  repair  immediately  to  the  Troups 
he  had  left  with  the  Marquis  of  Lavar- 
din,  to  follow  the  Navarrois,  which 
way  foever  he  bent,  and  to  hinder  his 
conjunction  with  the  Germans.  In 
order  to  this  he  came  to  Tours,  where 
having  underftood,  that  the  King  of 
Navarre  being  gone  from  Monforeau, 
was  upon  his  retreat  in  Poitou,  and 
O  4  halting 
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hailing  into  Guyenne,  he  purfued  his 
Army  with  fo  much  fpeed,  that  he 
got  before  it  at  Saint  onge ,  infomuch, 
that  having  pafs'd  the  River  of  Cha- 
rente,  ztChajieauneuf^  coafting  always 
on  the  left  hand,  he  came  by  the  way 
of  Barbefieux  loChalais^  very  near  the 
River  Drogne,  the  fame  day,  being  die 
Eighteenth  of  Oitoher,  that  the  King 
oi ^Navarre,  who  had  taken  more  on 
the  right  hand,  by  TaiIIelourgy  quar- 
tered at  Monlieu,  iomewhat  farther  off 
on  this  fide  the  River,  having  received 
feme  fmall  recruits,  and  Cannon,  which 
he  had  from  Rochelle. 

At  feme  little  difiance  from  that 
place,  the  fmall  River  of  Drogne  cafts 
it  felf  into  that  of  Lijle,  which  is  fome- 
what  tlye  larger  of  the  two  :  The  lat- 
ter has  its  iource  in  Llmofin ,  near 
St. Itier,  and  the  former  in  Perigord 
near  Rrantowe ;  and  after  having  been 
mix'd  for  three  or  four  Leagues,  they 
difernbogue  themfelves  into  the  Dor- 
dognepvcragzlnOiLihurne.  A  little  be- 
low the  place  where  thefe  two  Rivers 
meet,  is  "fituate  the  Bourg  of  Guitre, 
and  feme  what  above  it  that  of  Coutras, 
With  a  reafonable  itrong  Caflle  upon 
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the  Drogne  betwixt  the  two  Rivers.  fi%*&f> 
Now  the  King  of  Navarre  being  L 
of  necellity  to  pafs  them ,  that  he 
might  follow  his  intended  way  to 
Guyennc,  the  Marfhal  of  Matignon^  Go- 
vernour  of  that  Province,  one  of  the 
mod  faithfull,  mod  valiant  and  moft 
prudent  Captains  which  France  has 
ever  had,  and  who  had  orders  from 
the  King  to  affift  Monfieur  de  Joyeufe, 
writ  him  word,  that  he  advis'd  him  to 
poflefs  himfelf  fpeedily  of  thofe  two 
Bourgs,  and  there  to  intrench,  aflii- 
ring  him  that  he  wou'd  not  fail  to  be 
at  Libourne,  by  the  22d  day,  with  all 
the  Forces  he  could  draw  together  from 
Gafcogne ,  Quercy  ,  Terigord  and  Li- 
woftn.  'Twas  prudently  conflder'd 
by  him;  for  there  was  nothing  more 
wholfome  than  this  counfel,  becaufe 
in  following  it,  the  King  of  Navarre 
had  eafily  been  ftopp'd ;  without 
daring  to  attempt  the  paflage  either  a- 
bove  the  conflux  of  thofe  two  Rivers 
or  below  it ;  or  in  cafe  he  had  attem- 
pted it,  he  had  been  iliut  up  betwixt 
two  Armies,  each  of  which  cou  d  not 
be  ingag'd  with  more  than  half  of 
his,  when  the  other  half  had  pafs'd  the 
River  of  Lijle.  But 
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amuj&i.       But  the  fbrefight,  the  celerity  and 
the  refolution  of  the  King  of  Navarre 
on  the  one  part,  and  on  the  other  the 
rafhnefs,  the  prefumption  and  the  va- 
nity of  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe,  broke 
thofe  juft  meafures  which  the  Mar- 
fhal  of  Matignon  had  taken.    For  the 
next  morning,  Lavardin,  Marjbal  de 
Camp  to  Joyeuje,   who  had  advanc'd 
the  night  before  with  no  light  Horfe 
to  poifefs  himfelf  of  Coutras,   found 
that  La  Trimouille  had  prevented  him 
an  hour  before,  and  feiz'd  that  Poft, 
with  greater  numbers   than  he  had 
with  him-      Tnfomuch  that  he   was 
fore  d  to  return  to  the  Duke,  who  was 
gone  to  pafs  the  Drogne  fomewhat 
higher   at  Roche  Chalais ;   where  he 
lodg'd  himfelf  while  the  King  of  Na- 
varre who  had  followed  trtmoutlle  ve- 
ry clofe,  pafs'd  over  his  Army  at  the 
Ford  of  Coutras.     Thus    thefe  two 
Armies  were  inclos'd  at  the  fame  time 
betwixt  the  two  Rivers,  at  the  diftance 
of  two  fhort  Leagues  from  one  ano- 
ther,   without  any    thing    betwixt 
them,  that  was  capable  of  hindring 
them  to  ingage,  in  cafe  they  were  fo 
refolvU 

>Tis 
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'Tis  true,  that  both  parties  had  f^M- 
ftrong  reafons  to  avoid  the  Battel ;  for 
the  King  of  Navarre,  if  lie  fhou  d  lofe 
it,  was  irrecoverably  ruin  d,  becaufe 
he  fhou  d  be  left  without  any  poffibi- 
lity  of  recruiting,  at  the  mercy  of  two 
powerfull  Armies,  in  purfuit  of  him  ; 
and  if  he  gain  d  it ,  his  affairs  wou'd 
not  be  in  a  much  better  pofture  than 
they  were  already  :  becaufe  he  had 
yet  upon  his  hands  the  Marfhal  of  Ma- 
tignon^  a  General  of  much  better  con- 
dud:  than  Joyeufe ;  and  the  King  had 
three  other  Armies  on  foot,  which 
might  unite  themfelves  to  get  betwixt 
him  and  the  Germans  >  and  to  hinder  his 
conjundion  with  them. 

As  for  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe^  he  ought 
to  have  confider'd,  that  he  had  to  doe 
with  old  Souldiers,  more  experienced, 
and  better  difciplih'd  than  his  own ; 
which  confided  for  the  moft  part  of 
new  rais'd  men  ;  that  the  young  Gal- 
lants who  accompanied  him  were  in- 
deed men  of  Courage,  but  who  had 
gain  d  no  more  experience  than  him- 
felf :  confidering  which,  if  he  had  aded 
prudently ,  he  ihou'd  have  ftay'd  for 
the  Marital  of  Matignon,  who  in  four 

days 
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^Jj#7-  time  at  the  fartheff,  wou'd  have  been 
at  Libourne^  from  whence  he  might 
eafily  have  joyn'd  him.  And  if  the 
King  of  Navarre  had  endeavoured  to 
have  hinder  d  it,  he  had  been  in- 
cJos'd  betwixt  the  two  Armies,  one- 
of  which  had  charg  d  him  in  the  front, 
and  the  other  in  the  Rere  :  For  thus 
in  all  reafonable  probability  it  muft 
have  happenM  But  the  Duke  was 
ib  blinded  with  his  eagernefs  of  fight- 
ing, (as  being  infinitely  defirous  to 
redeem  his  reputation  at  Court,  and  to 
regain  the  advantage,  which  his  Ri- 
val had  got  over  him  in  the  King  s 
favour,  by  an  eminent  vi&ory  which 
his  vanity  had  afliir'd  him  was  indubi- 
table) that  his  opinion  of  fuccefs  hurri- 
ed him  beyond  thofe  weighty  reafons, 
the  rules  of  War,  and  even  thofe  of 
common  fenfe. 

In  purfuance  of  this,  he  firfl  of  all 
others  having  refolv'd  upon  the  Bat- 
tel, and  giving  onely  this  for  his  rea- 
fon,  that  the  Enemy,  whom  he  held 
inclos'd  betwixt  two  Rivers,  coud  not 
poffibly  efcape,  in  cafe  they  m|rcbfd 
dire&ly  to  him  before  he  had  time  to 
get  away,  all  the  young  Noblefs  who 

fur* 
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furrounded  him,   gave  fuch  loud  ap-  /^}*gf 
plaufe  of  his  opinion  ,    crying  out, 
Battel,  Battel,  that  they  drew  the  reft 
into  the  fame  refolution  ;  no  man  be- 
ing able,   or  daring  to  refill*  the  tor- 
rent.    And  there  was  fo  much  of  pre- 
emption in  this  Council,  which  was 
fo  haflily  concluded,  that  the  Duke, 
as  if  he  were  aflur'd  of  victory,  fear- 
ing nothing  but  that  the  Enemy  lhou'd 
elcape   his    hands,    before  he  cou'd 
come  up  to  him,  began,   even  before 
midnight  to  march  his  Army  towards 
Coutrasy   that  he  might  attack    the 
King  of  Navarre  at  break  of  Day.  But 
that  Prince  being  inform'd  of  his  in- 
tentions by  his  Scouts,  and  forefeeing 
that  he  ihou'd  be  conftrain'd  to  come 
to  a  Battel ,   unlefs  he  woud  incur 
the  manifeft  danger  of  being  beaten, 
if  he  fhou'd  make  his  retreat  in  the 
face  of  the  Enemy,  wras  refolv'd,  for 
that  reafon,    to  march  towards  him, 
and  fpare  him  the  pains  of  half  his 
way. 

In  effed:,  having  heard  the  account 
of  a  rough  Skirmilh,  which  happend 
in  the  Night  betwixt  the  Scouts  and 
the  Light  Horfe  of  the  two  Armies, 

without 
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without  any  confiderable  advantage 
on  either  fide ;  he  got  on  Horfeback 
a  little  before  Day ,  and  advancing 
towards  the  Enemy,  he  went  to  pof- 
fefs  himfelf  of  the  Place  he  had  defign'd 
for  the  Field  of  Battel ,  which  was  a 
Plain  betwixt  fix  and  feven  hundred 
paces  of  Diameter ,  on  the  far 
fide  of  a  little  Wood  ,  about  half  a 
League  diflant  from  Coutras ,  having 
that  Town  on  his  Back  ,  on  his  lett 
hand  the  Drogne  ,  which  bounds  the 
Plain  on  that  fide,  and  on  his  right 
hand  a  Warren ,  a  Copfe,  lopp  d  the 
year  before,  a  kind  of  little  Park  ben- 
ding towards  the  Enemy ,  and  fenc'd 
onely  with  an  Hedge  and  Ditch. 
There  it  was  that  he  drew  up  his  Ar- 
my in  Battalia,  which  confided  in  the 
whole  of  about  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  Foot,  and  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  Horfe. 

He  placd  on  his  right  Wing,  the 
biggeft  of  the  two  Battalions  of  his  In- 
fantry, made  up  of  the  Regiments  of 
Caflelnau  ,  Parabere  ,  Salignac ,  and 
fome  other  Companies,  who  extended 
themfelves  in  the  Warren ,  advancing 
even  to  the  Hedge  and  Ditch  which 

fenc'd 
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fencd  the  little  Park  that  cover'd 
them.  Thefewere  fuflain'd  on  their 
left  by  the  Squadron  of  Light  Horfe, 
which  had  at  their  Head  La  Tr/wo'ii- 
ille,  Vivans ,  Aramhure  and  Viqjwlcs^ 
who  Commanded  them ;  and  before 
them  an  hundred  and  twenty  Arque- 
bufiers  for  their  Forlorn  Hope.  There 
followed  them  Hoping  always  to  the 
left,  the  whole  Gendarmery  divided 
into  fix  Squadrons :  the  firft,  confiding 
at  mod  of  two  hundred  Gentlemen, 
almofl  all  Gascons  ,  Commanded  by 
the  Vicount  of  Turenne ,  accompani- 
ed by  Pardai/lan ,  Fontrailles  and 
Choupes. 

There  came  after  them  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fixty  Paces,  the  Squadron  of 
the  Prince  of  Conde  ,   who  had  with 
him  Lftuis  de  Saint  Gelais,  Marflial  de 
Camp,  des  Aqueaux,  Montaterre  ,  the 
Vicount  of  Gourdon ,   the  Vidame  of 
Chart  fes^  and  more  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  Men  at  Arms.     There  was  an 
Interval  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  Paces, 
betwixt  the  Prince  and  the  King  of 
Navarre ,  who  Rode  at  the  Head  of 
his  Squadron  of  three  hundred  Gentle- 
men, amongft  whom  were  the  Lords 

de  U 


2o8        The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

Am.  1 587.  de  la  Force ?  de  Fonts,  de  la  Boulayey 
A  and  de  Foix  Candale  Who  bore  the 
Standard.  At  laft  followed  the  young 
Count  of  Soiffons  9  having  after  him 
the  famous  Captain  Favas ,  and  two 
.  hundred  Horfe  in  his  Squadron  ,  dif- 
tant  from  the  King  two  hundred  Pa- 
ces, and  fuftain'd,  on  his  left,  along 
the  River  fide,  by  another  grofs  Bat- 
talion, composed  of  the  very  flower 
of  the  Regiments,  which  were  Com- 
manded by  Charhonniere,  the  young 
Montgomery  ,  de  Preaux  ,  de  la  Borie 
and  de  Neuvy. 

All  thefe  Squadrons  made  up  a  large 
Front ,  and  were  of  little  Depth ,  that 
they  might  take  up  the  more  in  Bredth. 
And  the  King  of  Navarre  ,  as  he  had 
formerly  feen  it  pradtis'd  by  the  Ad- 
miral of  Coltgny ,  had  call  into  their 
Intervals ,  on  both  fides  of  his  Horfe, 
fmalJ  Parties  of  Dragoons,  by  fifteen 
and  twenty  in  a  Company,  who  fome 
of  them  with  one  Knee  on  the  Ground, 
fome  of  them  half  Stooping,  and  fome 
cjf  them  ftanding  upright ,  that  they 
might  not  mifchieve  one  another, 
fhou'd  difcharge  upon  the  Enemy  at 
fifteen  foot  diftance ,  for  certainty  of 

Execution. 
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Execution.  And  his  Artillery,  which  Ann^l^ 
the  Night  before  he  had  left  beyond 
the  River,  that  he  might  pafs  it  more 
fpeedily  to  gain  Coutras  ,  being  come 
up  to  him,  jufl  in  the  nick,  under  the 
Convoy  of  George  Clermont  d'  Am- 
boife^  Mafter  of  the  Ordnance  ,  was 
advantageoufly  plac'd  on  a  fmall  af- 
cent,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Count 
of  Soijftns.  Thus  was  this  Army 
rang'd  in  form  of  a  Crefcent ,  whofe 
two  Battalions  of  Infantry,  more  ad- 
vanced than  the  Squadrons  towards 
the  Enemy  ,  made  the  two  Horns , 
and  betwixt  both  of  them  the  Squa- 
drons of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  the 
Vicount  of  7^r^^form'd  the  hollow 
of  the  middle  part. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of 
Joyeufe,  having  pafs'd  through  certain 
narrow  and  troublefome  ways,  which 
lay  betwixt  his  laft  Nights  Lodging  and 
the  Plain,  and  that  with  difficulty  e- 
nough,  which  was  caus'd  by  the  dis- 
orderly March  of  his  young  Gallants, 
whofe  eagernefs  was  not  to  be  com- 
manded ;  the  Marquis  of  Lavardin 
his  Marfhal  de  Camp  a  great  Souldier, 
on  whom  chiefly  he  rely'd ,  drew  up 
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his  Army  into  Battalia,  as  well  as  the 
diforder  woud  give  him  leave;  his 
whole  Forces,  at  that  time,  not  amount- 
ing to  more  than  nine  thoufand  men, 
and  thofe  ill  Difciplin'd.  Over  againit 
that  grofs  Battalion  which  inclos'd  the 
right  Wing  of  the  Enemy,  he  plac'd 
on  his  left  Wing  the  Regiments  of  Pi- 
cdrdy  and  Tiercelin  ,  which  form'd  a 
Battalion  of  eight  hundred  Mufque- 
tiers,  cover 'd  with  about  a  thouland 
Corflets.  Thefe  had  on  their  right 
hand  the  Light  Horfemen  and  the  AU 
hanoiS)  Commanded  by  their  Captain 
Mercurius  Buat ,  and  another  Squa- 
dron of  four  hundred  Lances ,  whom 
Lavardin  himfelf  chofe  to  Lead  in  the 
room  of  Menfieur  de  Souvrey  who  lay 
dangeroufiy  hurt  of  a  fall.  Montigny 
who  Commanded  another  of  five  hun- 
dred Lances,  was  plac  d  on  the  fame 
hand,  in  oppofition  to  the  Vicount  of 
Turenne  ;  after  which ,  bending  ftill 
towards  the  River  which  they  had  on 
their  right  Hand  ,  there  was  extended 
on  both  fides  the  way  right  over  a~ 
gainfl  the  three  Princes,  a  grofs  of 
twelve  hundred  Lances,  wherein  was 
the  Perfon  of  the  General ,  and  the 

Standard, 
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Standard,  bonib)  the  Sieur  dc  Mai  Hay  Ann^     3n 

The  whole  body  of  the  young 
Gallants  who  were  Volun tiers  ,  with 
the  greateil  part  of  the  Noblemen  and 
Gentlemen,  were  in  this  grois ,  the 
firft  Rank  of  which  was  compos'd 
onely  of  Counts,  Marqueffes  and  Ba- 
rons, having  at  their  Head  the  Duke 
ofjoyeufe,  accompanied  by  his  youn- 
ger Brother  the  Marquis  of  Saint  Sau- 
veur,  and  the  brave  St.  Luc ;  and  to 
clofe  the  Right  Wing,  there  was  plac'd 
betwixt  the  Standard  and  the  Drogne 
another  grofs  Battalion,  made  up  of  the 
Regiments  of  cles  Clufeaux  ,  and  de 
Verduifanty  fuftain  d  by  feven  Cornets 
of  Dragoons  ,  which  might  make  ia 
all  a  grofs  of  near  three  thoufaiid  men. 
The  Artillery  which  like  the  King  of 
Navarre  s  confided  onely  of  a  few 
Field-Pieces  ,  was  planted  advancing 
a  little  towards  the  right  hand,  be- 
twixt the  grofs  Squadron  of  the  Duke 
of  Joyeufe^  and  that  of  Montigny. 

The  two  Armies,  which  continued 
in  prefenceofeach  other  forthefpace 
of  almoil  an  hour,  without  moving, 
made  two  very   differing  Profpeds. 

P  %  For 
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For  on  the  one  fide,  there  was  nothing 
to  be  feen  but  guilded  Armour,  g!ori- 
oufly  damafqu  d  ,  glittering  in  the 
Snn ;  painted  Lances  cover'd  over 
with  Ribands  ,  with  their  Banderolles 
dancing  in  the  Air  ,  rich  Coats  of 
Velvet,  with  broad  Lace  and  Galoon 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  wherewith  every 
Troup  was  Habited,  according  to  the 
Colours  of  his  Captain  ;  large  and 
beautiful!  coloured  Plumes  ,  waving 
on  their  Crefts,  and  fliadowing  them  in 
large  Bunches ;  Scarfes  magnificently 
embroidered,  and  edg'd  with  long  Gold 
Fringe,  and  all  thefe  young  Cavaliers 
carrying  the  Cyphers  and  Colours 
of  their  Miilreffes,  as  proudly  adorn'd 
as  if  they  were  Marching  in  a  Carrou- 
fd^  and  not  upon  the  point  of  giving 
Battail.  To  conclude,  we  may  fay 
it  was  an  Army  equipp'd  after  the  Per- 
fian  mode,  where  fo  much  luxury  and 
pomp  was  feen,  and  fo  much  Gold  and 
Silk,  in  the  Habits  of  the  Men  and  the 
Caparifons  of  the  Horfes. 

But  the  contrary  fide  afforded  no 
fuch  Spectacle;  old  Souldiers  inur'd 
to  toil  and  labour,  whofe  meens  were 
fierce  and  menacing;  uncomb'd,  ill 

cloath'd, 
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cloath'd ,  with  their  long  BufF-Coats  ^n^**£ 
allbefpawTd,  over  their  courfe  thread- 
bare Clothes,  having  no  other  Orna- 
ment than  trufty  Bilbo  by  their  fides, 
and  found  Armour  on  their  Breads, 
Mounted  on  travelling  Horfes ,  with- 
out Houfles,  or  any  other  part  of  bra- 
very befides  the  Horfemen  on  their 
backs ;  in  fine ,  the  Army  of  another 
Alexander,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  a- 
nother  Darius. 

Thefe  two  Armies  fo  very  different, 
having  look'd  each  other  in  the  Face, 
long  enough  to  take  their  Meafures, 
the  King  of  Navarre  fomewhat  before 
Nine  of  the  Clock,  commanded  Prayers 
to  be  made,  to  ask  the  affiftance  of 
Almighty  God,  making  loud  Protec- 
tions that  he  was  not  going  to  fight 
againft  his  King,  but  againft  the  Lea- 
guers who  had  enterpns'd  the  deduc- 
tion of  the  Royal  Houfe,  by  deprive- 
ing  of  his  Birthright  the  Heir  pre- 
emptive of  the  Crown.  This  exam- 
ple was  fiot  imitated  in  the  Army  of 
the  Duke  of  Joyeufe  :  on  the  contrary, 
when  they  perceiv'd  a  kind  of  motion 
in  the  other  Army  when  they  were  at 
Prayers,   fome  who  were  about  the 

P  3  Duke 
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Duke  of  Joyeufe  cry'd  out  aloud  in  de- 
rifion  of  them,  they  are  our  own,  the 
Cowards  tremble  :  But  the  Sieur  de 
Faux  Lieutenant  to  Monfieur  de  Bel- 
legarde,  Governour  of  Sainto?ige  told 
him  plainly  in  thefe  words ;  No,  no, 
Mmfwur,  believe  it  not,  I  know  thofe 
people  better,  they  are  now  at  their 
Devotions ,  but  you  fhall  fee  them 
fight  like  Lions. 

Immediately  upon  this ,  the  Cannon 
began  to  play ;  the  firft  difcharge 
which  was  made  from  the  King  of  Na- 
varre's Ordnance  ,  took  place  in  the 
very  Standard  of  the  Duke,  which 
wras  an  ill  omen  to  him ,  and  all  the 
other  Vollies  ,  thundring  athwart  the 
thick  Foreft  of  their  Lanciers,  into  the 
grofs  Battalion  which  closed  their  left 
Wing,  put  all  the  Regiment  oiTierce- 
lin  into  a  vafl  diforder  ,  fwTeeping  a- 
way  whole  ranks  of  them  at  once. 
On  the  contrary  the  Duke's  Cannon, 
did  little  or  no  Execution  ,•  for  befides 
that  it  anfwer'd  not  the  roaring  of  the 
other  ,  till  fome  time  after,  it  kilfd 
but  onely  one  Horfe  of  the  Prince  of 
Condes  Squadron ,  becaufe  their  Guns 
were  fo  unadvifedly  planted ,  and  the 

Can- 
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Cannonicrs  took  their  aim  lb  very  low,  fn^j^ 
that  the  Bullets  were  grounded  in  a 
little  rife  of  Earth  ,  which  intercepted 
their  palfage  to  the  Enemy. 

Then  Lavardin ,  crying  out  to  his 
General  that  all  was  loll,  if  they  gave 
time  to  their  Enemies  to  fire  again, 
immediately  founded  the  Charge,  and 
joyning  to  his  own  Squadron,  thofe 
of  the  light  Horfemen  and  the  Alba- 
nois,  gave  in  fo  furioufly  on  the  grofs 
of  the  Enemies  light  Horfe  ,  that  ha- 
ving at  the  firft  onfet  overturn  d  la 
Trimouille  and  Arambure  with  his 
Lance,  and  dangeroufly  wounded  Vi* 
vans,  their  whole  Squadron  was  bro- 
ken, routed  ,  and  purfu'd  into  Coutras, 
where  the  Albanou  fell  to  Plundering 
the  Baggage,  which  the  Ring  of  Na- 
varre had  left  behind  him  in  that 
Town.  At  the  fame  time  Montigny 
who  was  dire&ly  oppofite  to  the  Vi- 
count  of  Turenne ,  perceiving  the 
Flank  of  his  Gafcons  to  lie  bare  ,  by 
the  flight  of  the  light  Horfemen 
which  they  had  on  their  right  hand, 
puih'd  them  fo  vigoroufly  on  that 
part,  that  he  broke  into  them  ,  and 
open'd  without  any  trouble  from  one 

P  4  fide 
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Ann^itfi.  fide  to  the  other,  that  whole  Squadron, 
which  thus  diforder'd  ,  were  put  to 
the  rout,  as  their  fellows  the  light 
Horfe  had  been  before  them. 

There  were  fome  of  them,  and  e- 
ven  of  thofe  who  had  the  reputation  of 
the  braveft ,  fo  throughly  feiz'd  with 
-this  fudden  fright ,  that  they  took  the 
River,  and  flying  for  their  Lives ,  as 
f aft  as  they  cou  d  Spur,  carri'd  as  far 
as  Pens  the  falfe  report  of  their  Armies 
being  wholly  routed  ,  for  which  they 
had  afterwards  fo  much  regret,  that 
they  died  for  fhame  and  forrow  of  it. 
This  flight  of  the  light  Horfemen  was 
fo  precipitate  and  io  general ,  that  at 
iirft  there  were  onely  remaining  in 
the  Field  Turenne  and  Choupes,  with 
one  other  Gentleman,  to  whom  la  Tri- 
mouille  and  Aramhure  joyn'd  them- 
felves, who  having  been  remounted, 
and  feeing  they  were  abandon  d  by 
their  Souldiers ,  caft  themfelves  into 
the  Squadron  of  the  Prince  of  Condh^ 
to  combat  by  his  fide. 

5Tis  true,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
thefeRunaways,immediately  rallfd,and 
put  themfelves  in  order  behind  the 
iquadrqns  of  the  Princes,  to  repair  their 

fault 


The  Hiflory  of  the  League.  217 

fault  by  Fighting,  as  afterwards  they  ^J^J' 
did  mod  Valiantly.  But  this  cou'd 
not  fave  them  from  the  fevere  raillery 
of  their  own  party.  For  as  it  is  con> 
monly  fcen,  that  there  is  a  kind  of  jca- 
loufie,  and  we  may  almoft  call  it  en- 
mity betwixt  neighbouring  Provinces, 
thole  of  Saint  onge  and  of  PjQttou%  who 
had  no  great  kindnefs  for  the  Gafcons, 
and  who  befides  were  fomewhat 
picqu'd,  that  the  King  of  Navarre  wras 
us'd  to  praife  them  a  little  too  extra- 
vagantly, feeing  them  firft  diforder'd 
and  then  routed,  cry'd  out  as  loud  as 
pofllbly  they  cou'd,  after  the  example 
ofMonfieur  de  Montaufier,  Cl  At  the  leafi 
u  it  cannot  now  be  faid,  that  thefe  are 
"  either  Poitevins  or  of  Saint  onge.  This 
made  the  Gafcons  ready  to  burit  with 
extremity  of  choler ;  but  all  the  re- 
venge they  took  ,  was  to  flrain  their 
Forces  to  the  utmoft  as  they  did  ,  by 
a  noble  emulation ,  to  behave  them- 
felves  yet  better  than  thofe  Valiant 
men. 

To  proceed,  this  firft  diforder  was 
fo  far  from  drawing  on  a  greater,  as  it 
ordinarily  happens,  that  it  oneiv  ferv'd 
to  augment  the  Courage  and  Valour 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

of  the  reft.     For  on  the  one  part,  the 
foot  of  the  left  Wing  ,   which  had 
bravely  advanced  to  pulli  of  Pike  ,  a- 
gainft  the  Regiment  des  Clufeaux ,   ha- 
ving beheld  the  rout  of  the  light  Horfe- 
'  men  and  the  6afconsy  and  hearing  the 
fhouts  of  Vi&ory  which  were  already 
Echo'd  from  the  Duke's  Army,  were 
not  difcourag  d  from  palling  on  ,  and 
difcharging  furioufly  at  a  very  fmall 
dillance  ;  after  which  changing  hands 
with  their  Mufquets ,  and  taking  to 
their  Swords,  they  cry'd  out  to  each 
other  with  a  generous  defpair,  let  us 
run  to  our  death  in  that  Battalion ; 
they  open'd  their  paflage  through  the 
Enemies  Pikes,  which  they  either  cut 
afunder,  or  {truck  afide,  they  broke  in 
upon  them,  they  fcatter'd  them  ,  and 
made  a  terrible  Execution. 

On  the  other  part ,  the  Gentlemen 
and  Cavaliers  of  the  Prince's  Squadron, 
feeing  thofe  of  their  Companions  who 
fled,  and  their  Enemies  purfuing  at 
their  Heels  ,  with  fliouts  of  Joy  caft 
on  them  a  fierce  difdainfull  look,  and 
told  one  another  laughing,  thefe  People 
have  their  Bufinefs  yet  to  doe,  we  are 
they  that  muft  abate  their  pride.     And 

it 
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it  fell  out  as  they  dcfirYl ;    the  Enemy  4**jt$8ft 

came  up  to  them  :  lor  the  Duke  of 
Joyenfey  (weird  with  the  happy  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  firft  Encounter,  and  belie- 
ving he  went  to  a  Yi&JOVj  as  good  as 
gotten  ,  fpurs  on  before  his  Troups  , 
making  a  pompous  ihew,  Ins  rich 
Armour  glittering  with  Gold  and  Sli- 
ver and  ennammell  ,  almoft  hidden 
ander  his  Plumes  and  Ribands,  and 
making  a  fign,  both  with  his  Voice 
and  Hand,  for  all  his  Braves  to  followr 
him  ,  the  whole  Squadron  together 
take  their  carrier  of  four  hundred  pa- 
ces, and  giving  the  Reins  to  their 
Horfes,  with  their  Lances  in  the  refl, 
run  at  full  fpeed  again!!  the  three 
Princes. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King  of  Na- 
varre ,  who  that  day  was  onely  habi- 
ted like  a  private  Souldier,  in  a  plain 
gray  Suit  of  Arms,  with  a  Head-piece 
of  the  fame,  barefae'd  to  be  known  in 
the  thickeft  of  the  throng,  rode  through 
every  rank  ,  in  lew  words  exhorted 
the  neareil  to  him ,  and  with  his 
Gefture  and  his  Eyes  the  more  remote, 
to  Fight  like  men  of  Honour,  for  the 
rights  of  the  Royal  Houfe,  and  onely 

to 
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Ann^i&i.  to  behave  themfelves  like  him  :  After 
which  placing  before  him  eight  Gen- 
tlemen, of  fuch  as  were  thefureft  arm'd, 
with  flrong  Lances  to  overturn  the 
firft  who  made  head  againft  him ,  and 
to  open  his  paflage  into  the  Squadron, 
he  commanded  his  men  to  advance 
onely  ten  paces  ,  and  to  exped;  the 
{hock  of  the  Enemy,  ordering  his 
Horfemen  ,  who  for  the  moft  part 
were  Arm'd  but  with  Sword  and  Piftol, 
not  to  Fire  but  at  a  very  near  diftance, 
that  every  fliot  might  certainly  take 
place. 

Thefe  Orders  being  well  executed, 
were  the  gaining  of  the  Battail ;  for 
that  grofs  of  Horfe  which  came  up  to 
the  Charge  at  full  Gallop,  was  well 
clear'd  by  the  furious  difcharge  that 
was  made  by  the  firft  Ranks  of  the 
Dragoons,  which  the  Princes  had  di- 
vided amongft  their  Squadrons.  Ma- 
ny of  thole  Counts  and  Marquefles 
and  young  Courtiers,  who  had  taken 
that  Poft  of  Honour  ,  were  beaten 
from  their  Horfesf  and  for  the  reft, 
who  had  taken  their  carrier  too  far , 
they  were  out  of  breath  ,  when  they 
ihou'd  have  given  the  blow  wich  their 

Lances, 
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Lances,  their  ftrokeswere  fo  feeble, ^^^ 
that  they  had  little  or  no  efTed: ,  and 
the  Princes  broke  in  upon  them  with 
fo  much  Vigour  and  promptitude , 
that  they  gave  them  not  leifure  to  let 
their  Lances  defcend,  which  therefore 
they  were  forc'd  to  throw  away  ,  and 
betake  themfelves  to  their  Swords 
and  Piftok  By  this  means  they  were 
reduc  d  to  an  equality  of  Arms ,  but 
with  very  different  fuccefs. 

For  the  three  Squadrons  of  the  Prin- 
ces being  at  a  juft  diftance  from  each 
other ,  and  in  excellent  order  ,  at- 
tacqud  that  ofjoyeufe  oa  three  fides ; 
The  King  of  Navarre  charging  him 
in  Front,  the  two  Princes  in  the 
Flanks ;  the  Count  of  Soijfons  on  the 
right  fide,  and  the  Prince  otConde  on 
the  left.  All  three  of  them  in  that 
bloudy  medley  performing  what  cou  d 
poffibly  be  expe&ed  from  Valiant 
men  ,•  But  the  Ring  of  Navarre  con- 
fpicuous  above  the  reft,  that  he  might 
animate  his  Souldiers ,  who  beheld 
him  expofing  himfelf  to  danger  like 
the  meaneft  man  amongft  them ,  gave 
admirable  proofs  of  his  courage  in 
every  place.    He  came  even  to  lhoul* 

dring 
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dring  in  the  Prefs  fuch  of  the  Enemies 
whom  the  ardour  of  combating  ,  or 
the  crowd  of  the  combatants  drove  by 
chance  againft  him ;  and  finding  him- 
felf  ingagd  betwixt  two  Valiant  men, 
the  Baron  de  Fumel ,  and  Monfietir  de 
Chafteau  Renard,  who  was  Guidon  to 
Sanfaacy  who  made  up  to  him  with 
their  Swords  on  high,  while  at  the 
fame  inftant ,  a  Gendarme  flruck  on 
his  Head-piece  with  the  Truncheon  of 
his  Lance,  he  fir  d  his  Pifloi  on  one  of 
them,  collard  the  other  whom  he 
took  Priibner ,  crying  out  to  him  , 
yield  Thiliftm  ;  and  diiengag'dhimfelf 
from  the  third,  who  was  immediately 
taken  by  one  of  his  Efquires.  In  con- 
clufion,  all  that  great  body  of  Gendar- 
mery,  in  which  confided  almoft  the 
whole  ftrength  of  the  Duke's  Army, 
having  been  fo  vigouroufly  charg'd 
and  broke  Gn  every  fide  ,  was  over- 
thrown,  cut  in  pieces ,  and  intireiy 
defeated  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour , 
without  being  able  once  to  Rally,  and 
that  not  out  of  Cowardife,  but  on  the 
contrary,  (  what  never  or  very  rarely 
happens, )  by  the  too  great  courage 
of  the    vanquilh'd   Party.     For    the 

greater 
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greater  part  of  them  being  Lords  of  ^nn^^l 
the  highflft  Quality,  and  Gentlemen  v 
almoft  all  young,  full  of  bravery  arid 
fire  ,•  they  thought  fo  little  of  difper- 
fing ,  or  of  betaking  themfelves  to 
Flight,  that  there  were  not  ten  of 
them  kilfd,  or  made  Prifoners  out  of 
the  Field  of  Battail,  where  they  rather 
chofe  to  perilh ,  than  to  yield  one  foot 
of  ground. 

After  this  defeat ,  the  Conquerours 
having  joyn'd  their  own  Battalions, 
who  encourag  d  by  the  example , 
lought  writh  almoft  equal  advantage 
againft  the  adverfe  Infantry,  it  was  no 
longer  a  Combat,  but  a  mod  horrible 
Slaughter  of  that  miferable  Foot ;  to 
whom  they  gave  no  manner  of  Quar- 
ter ,  becaufe  Joyeufe  had  given  none 
to  the  two  Regiments,  which  he  had 
defeated  near  St.  Maixant.  As  for 
that  Duke,  when  he' beheld  that  all 
was  loft,  inftead  of  taking  on  .the 
right  hand,  to  fave  himfelf  at  La  Roche 
Chalais^  he  turnd  upon  the  left,  with 
intention  to  go  to  his  Cannon ,  and 
Fighting  befide  it  to  end  his  days : 
faying  to  St.  Lucy  (  who  ask'd  him 
what  he  refolv'd  to  doe.)  To  live  no 

longer 
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*Am*j&7.  longer,  Monfieur  de  St.  Luc,  but  to 
die  generoufly  after  my  Misfortune, 
But  even  that  laft  Happinefs  was  de- 
nied him ;  for  he  had  not  made  twen- 
ty or  thirty  Paces  towards  his  Artil- 
lery, when  he  fell  into  the  hands  of 
two  Captains,  Sn  Chriftopher ,  and  la 
Viole :  and  as  he  was  offering  them 
for  his  Ranfome  an  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns,  a  Sum  which  thofe  two 
Captains  had  not  been  very  forry  to 
receive  ,  there  came  up  two  others, 
Bourdeaux  and  des  Centiers  ,  who 
whether  out  of  hatred  or  revenge ,  or 
out  of  fpight,  that  they  had  not  taken 
him  themfelves,  to  have  fhar'd  fo 
great  a  Ranfome ,  bafely  difcharg'd 
their  Piftols  on  him ;  Shot  him  into 
the  Head  ,  and  overturned  him  dead 
upon  the  place. 

The  Valiant;  St.  Luc ,  who  took 
upon  the  fpot  a  refolution  as  generous 
as  his,  and  much  more  daring  ,  was 
alfo  much  more  fortunate  in  the  exe- 
cution of  it :  For  having  perceived  the 
Prince  of  Conde  at  a  diftance ,  and 
diftinguifhing  him  from  the  reft,  while 
that  Prince  wras  eagerly  purfuing  his 
Vi&ory ,  he  comes  up  to  him  at  a 

round 
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round  Gallop,  and  couching  his  Lance,  ^"J^Sj 
overturns  him  to  the  Ground  with  a 
great  ftroke,  which  he  gave  him  full 
in  the  middle  of  his  Cuirafle  ,  after 
which,  immediately  throwing  himfelf 
from  his  Horfe,  he  prefented  him  his 
hand  with  extreme  refpe£t,  to  lift  him 
from  the  Earth ,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
beg'd  him  to  receive  him  as  his  Prifo- 
ner  ,•  which  the  brave  Prince,  admire- 
ing  the  courage  and  prudence  of  his 
Enemy ,  performed  ,  embracing  him 
with  all  the  generofity  of  which  he 
made  profeffion. 

This  Vi&ory  was  complete  :  the 
Colours,  the  Cannon ,  the  Baggage, 
remain'd  in  poffeffion  of  the  Con- 
querour;  and  with  thefe,  the  Field 
of  Battel  ,  cover'd  with  betwixt 
four  and  five  thoufand  Souldiers  ,  and 
four  hundred  Gentlemen  of  the  Dukes 
Army,  who  lay  extended  on  the  Plain ; 
amongft  whom,  befides  the  Duke  of 
Joyeuje,  and  his  young  Brother  Mon- 
feeur  de  St.  Sauveur,  were  the  Counts 
deLaSuze,  d'  Avaugour,  d'Auhijoux, 
the  Sieurs  de  Neuvy ,  du  Bordet ,  de 
Mai/ly-Bre([ayy  de  Roujfay  ,  youngeft 
Brother  otPiennes,  Guidon  to  Joy eufey 

Q^  de  Fauxy 
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de  Vaux  ,  Lieutenant  to  Bellegarde  , 
d'  Alluin  de  Fumel^  de  Roche  fort  de 
Croijfotte^de  Tiercelin^Saveufe ,who  was 
Mejire  de  Camp^  and  the  Sieur  de  St. 
Lary-Bellegarde^  Son  to  the  Marfhal 
of  the  fame  Name,  and  Governour  of 
Saint  onge  and  of  Angoumois  ,  who  be- 
ing mortally  wounded,  died  not  long 
after  of  his  hurts.  Almofl  all  the  re- 
mainders of  the  Army  were  made  Pri- 
soners, excepting  onely  the  Albanois^ 
who  forfaking  the  pillage,  about 
which  they  were  bufied  at  Ccutras , 
preferv'd  themfelves  by  flight ,  and 
the  Marquis  of  Lavardin ,  who  not 
being  able  to  Rally  his  men,  who  had 
purfu'd  the  Runnaways  too  far,  re- 
tired almofl  alone  to  Roche-Chalais , 
with  one  Enfign  which  he  fav'd  out 
of  the  Regiment  of  Picardy.  This  re- 
treat was  very  Honourable  to  that 
Valiant  Gentleman  ,  who  having  re- 
xiounc'd  Cahinifm  ,  which  his  Father 
had  embraced  ,  combated  that  day  a- 
gainft  the  King  of  Navarre^  as  againft 
the  Head  of  the  Huguenots;  but  not 
long  after,  cafling  himfelf  into  his  par- 
ty, for  the  defence  of  the  State  and  the 
Rights  of  the    Crown  7    he  always 

fought 
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fought  for   him  agiind  the  League    Am.  Qti* 
with  fo  much  Valour ,  Conduit ,  and  ^'v^ 
Fidelity,  that  at  length  he  receiv'd  in   # 
Recompence  of  his  long  Services,  the 
Barton  of  Marflial  de  France. 

To  conclude,  this  memorable  Victo- 
ry cod  not  the  Conquerours  above 
five  or  fix  Gentlemen  ,  and  what  ad- 
ded to  the  luftre  of  it ,  was  the  won- 
derfull  Clemency  of  the  King  of  Na- 
varre. By  his  own  prefence  he  ftop  d 
the  fury  of  the  Souldiers ,  who  Were 
putting  all  the  Infantry  to  the  Sword. 
He  receiv'd  all  Prtfoners  of  Quality 
with  infinite  Courtefie,he  chear  d  them 
for  their  lofs  by  extolling  their  Cou- 
rage ;  he  fent  almoft  every  man  hotfie 
without  paying  Ranfome ;  he  reftor'd 
to  the  Parents  and  Relations ,  the  Bo- 
dies of  fuch  as  had  died  Honourably  in 
the  Field  of  Battel,  and  beyond  all  this, 
the  Corps  of  the  Duke  de  Joyeufe,  for 
whom  the  King,  in  continuance  of  his 
favour  even  after  Death  ,  perform'd  a 
moft  magnificent  Funeral  with  Royal 
Pomp.  In  fine ,  this  Generous  Con- 
querour,  had  fo  much  moderation  that 
he  fent  his  immediate  proteftations  to 
the  King,  that  after  this  advantage  he 

Q^  z  deman- 
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Antut^j.  demanded  nothing  more,  than  the  Ho- 
nour of  his  favour,  and  the  reftoring 
of  that  Peace  which  his  Majefty  had 
gracioufly  given  him,,  and  which  their 
common  Enemies  had  broken. 

But  after  all,  it  mud  be  ingenuoufly 
acknowlcg'd,  that  as  he  had  the  con- 
dud:  and  valour  of  Hannibal \  in  this 
Battel ,  fo  he  had  his  misfortune  too, 
in  not  underflanding  the  art  of  mana- 
ging his  Vidory,  or  in  his  unwilling- 
nefs  to  ufe  it.  For  were  it  that  the 
Conquerours  enrich'd  with  the  Spoils 
of  their  Enemies  long'd  for  Quiet , 
that  they  might  enjoy  their  Booty  at 
their  eaie,  or  that  the  Noblefle  who 
had  ferv'd  under  him  as  Volunteers, 
had  not  obliged  themfelves  to  longer 
Duty  than  till  that  time  ;  or  that  ha- 
ving weaken'd  by  his  Vidory  the  par- 
ty of  the  League,  he  defir  d  not  that 
the  Huguenots,  who  confided  more  in 
the  Prince  of  Conde  than  himfelf, 
ihou'd  encreafe  their  flrength  ,  or  to 
fpeak  more  plainly  ,  that  certain  a- 
morous  ingagements,  fomewhat  un- 
worthy of  a  Vidorious  HeroereczlM 
him  into  Bearne ;  moft  certain  it  is 
that  he  diflblv'd  his  Army,  and  licens'd 

them 
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them  to  the  time  he  had  appointed, 
then  ,  repafs'd  the  Garonne  fpecclily, 
with  part  of  the  Enfigns  and  Colours 
he  had  taken  from  the  Enemy,  which 
he  was  ambitious  to  prefent  to  the 
fair  one  whom  he  lov'd  ,  inflcad  of 
putting  himfejf  into  a  condition  ,  of 
reaping  that  Fruit  which  he  might 
reasonably  expert  from  fo  great  a 
Viftory,  and  of  going  fpeedily  to  jo)  n 
the  great  Army  of  Germans  ,  which 
was  Marching  to  his  Affiftancc  ;  and 
concerning  which,  it  will  now  be  ne- 
ceflary  that  I  (peak. 

For  while  thefe  things  were  ading 
in  France  ,  the  Proteltant  Princes  of 
Germany,  who  were  furioufly  incens'd 
againft  the  King ,  for  that  difdainfull 
and  rough  anfwer,  which  he  had  made 
to  their  Ambafladours ,  let  on  foot  a 
more  powerful!  Army,  than  ever  they 
hadfent  into  this  Kingdom,  for  the 
fuceour  of  the  Huguenots.  There  were 
in  this  Body  which  was  rais'd ,  eight 
thouiand  five  hundred  Reyters,  be- 
twixt five  and  fix  thoufand  Lanfque- 
nets ,  and  fixtecn  thoufand  Sniffers , 
whom  the  Sieur  de  Clervant  had  ob- 
tained from  the  Proteftants ,    for  the 

O  3  King 
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King  of  Navarre:  befides  four  thou- 
fand  others,  whom  he  had  left  behind 
him  in  his  pafiage  through  Dauphiney 
to  reinforce  the  Army  of  Lefdiguieres, 
but  before  they  were  able  to  joynhim, 
they  were  totally  defeated  by  the  fa- 
mous Colonel  of  Cor  fie  a  ,    Alphonfo  d* 
Or  nam.     Duke  JohnCafimiry  of  whom 
I  have  frequently  made  mention  in 
my  Hiftory  of  Calvinifm  ,    ought  to 
have  commanded  thefe  Germans  in  his 
ownPerfon;  but  immediately  before 
they  were  to  March  ,  he  excused  his 
going  writh  them  ,  becaufe  he  was  ob- 
lig'd  to  flay  in  Germany ,  having  taken 
upon  him  the  Government  of  the  Pa- 
latinate  during  the   minority  of  the 
young  Ele&our  his  Nephew  j    where- 
upon they  were  conftrain'd  to  receive 
the  Baron  of  Dona  his  Favourite,  w7hom 
long  before  he  had  refolv'd  to  fubfti- 
tute  in  his  room. 

Juftice  ought  in  reafon  to  be  ren- 
dered to  every  mans  defert,  in  fpeak- 
ing  the  naked  truth ,  without  taking 
up  a  prejudice  on  truft  from  received 
Opinions,  which  often  have  very  fajfe 
Foundations:  Though  the  greateft 
part  of  the  French  and  Italian  Hifto- 
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rians ,  have  fpoken  little  to  the  advan-  fmj^^- 
tage  of  this  Baron ;  'tis  nevertheJefs 
moll  certain,  that  he  was  of  a  Birth 
Noble  enough  to  fuftain  the  Quality 
of  a  General ,  and  that  he  was  not  at 
all  below  the  Dignity  of  that  Employ- 
ment ,  being  defcended  from  one  of 
the  moft  illuitrious  Families  of  Pruffia; 
and  his  Anceflours  having  pofiefs'd  for 
many  Ages  the  Honour  of  Burgraves, 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  considerable 
of  the  Empire.  He  was  a  man  who 
wanted  neither  Senfe  nor  good  Car- 
riage ,  and  was  befides  extremely 
brave  :  but  on  the  other  fide,  he  had 
neither  Authority,  nor  experience  e- 
nough  to  command  fo  great  an  Army, 
the  greater  part  of  whofe  Officers 
were  commonly  at  variance  a- 
mongft  themfelves,  and  never  willing 
to  obey  his  Orders. 

Thus,  to  fpeak  properly  ,  he  was 
onely  the  General  of  the  Reyters , 
though  the  Lanfyuenets  and  Swijfers 
acknowledged  him  for  their  Chiet,  in 
the  room  of  Prince  Cafimir  :  But  the 
young  Duke  of  Bouillon  was  he  , 
whom  the  King  of  Navarre  had  nanrd 
for  his  Lieutenant,  and  who  had  the 

Q^  4  Title 
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Title  of  General  of  that  Army.  Not* 
withftanding  which,  he  had  no  abfc- 
lute  Command  over  it,  becaufe  there 
was  a  Council  composed  of  fix  French 
Officers,  and  as  many  Germans  joynd 
with  him,  who,  together  with  the  Ba- 
ron of  Dona,  decided  all  things  by  plu- 
rality of  Voices ;  which  was  the  occa- 
sion of  much  diforder.  .  For  the  Ger- 
mans feldom  or  never  joyn  d  in  opini- 
on with  the  French ;  and  on  the  o- 
ther  fide,  the  French  were  jealous 
both  qf  them ,  and  of  one  another  ; 
fo  that  there  cou'd  be  no  good  intelli- 
gence amongft  them.  Befides  all 
which,  there  were  fome  of  their  num- 
ber whom  the  Duke  ofGutfe ,  the 
moftartfull  of  Mankind  ,  had  gaind 
into  his  Interefts,  and  who  underhand 
gave  him  notice  of  all  the  refolutions, 
which  were  taken  in  the  Council. 

For  the  reft,  after  the  Strangers  had 
received  fome  part  of  their  Pay,  which 
the  Queen  of  England  had  fuppli'd, 
after  they  had  been  aHiir'd  of  the  re- 
mainder, and  alfo  promised  that  the 
King  of  Navarre  woud  joyn  them  in 
a  little  time,  and  that  they  fhoii'd  have 
£>neJy  the  League  upon  their  hands, 

and 
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and  not  the  King,  who  had  Arnul  for  **%£*%!* 

no  other  purpole,  but  to  aflift   them 

in  the  deftrudhon  of  the  Guifes;  they 

pals'd  the  Rhine  about  the  twentieth 

of  Augujl,   and  in  the  Plain  of  Stras- 

lurg  found  William  Robert  de  la  Mark 

Duke  of  Bouillon,   and    his  Brother 

John  Robert  Count  de  la  Mark,   who 

had  waited  there  for  their  coming  about 

fifteen  days,  with  two  thoufand  Foot, 

and  between  three  and  four  hundred 

French  Horfe.     Thus  this  Army  in 

the  general  review  wThich  was  made 

of  it  near  Strasburg,    was  found   to 

confift  of  thirty  three  thoufand  men 

effective ;    all  experience   Souldiers, 

and  well  equipped ;  without  reckoning 

into  the  number,  the  fifteen  or  fixteen 

hundred     foot ,     and    two  hundred 

Horfe,  which  the  Count  oiChaflillon, 

^on  of  the  late  Admiral,  brought  thi- 

tier  in  a  fmall  time  after  ;  and  about 

two    thoufand    others    who    joynd 

tiem  in  their  march.    Infomuch  that 

vhen  they  enter'd  France y  they  were 

not  lefs  than  forty  thoufand   Men ; 

with  eighteen  or  twenty  pieces  of  Ar 

tillery;  which  undoubtedly  was  fuffi- 

cicnt  to  ftrike   a  terrour    into  thofc 

againfl 
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'jfmuj&j.  againft  whom  they  march'd  in  favour 
"  of  the  King  of  tfavarre. 

And  indeed  this  diftant  thunderclap, 
which  was  heard  as  far  as  Paris  ,alarm'd 
the  Council  of  Sixteen  fo  terribly,  that 
to  lhelter  themfelves  from  the  enfuing 
Storm,  they  fent  frelh  inftrudiions  to 
the  principal  Cities  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  a  new  form  of  Oath  to  unite 
them  more  flraitly  to  themfelves  in 
their  common  defence  :  endeavouring 
malicioufly  to  make  them  believe,  that 
it  was  the  King  himfelf  who  had  calfd 
in  thefe  Heretique  Foreigners,   with 
intention  of  deftroying  thofe  who  de 
fended   the  Catholique  Religion,  and 
with  defign  that  hereafter  Herefie  k 
felf  and  the  Promoter  of  it    flioud 
Reign  in  France.      But  the  Duke  of 
Guife,  whofe  undaunted  heart  was  rot 
capable  of  the  lead  cowardife,  took 
ways  much  different  from  theirs,  in 
purfuance  of  the  fame  defign,  viz.  the 
definition  of  that  formidable  Army, 
which  mfenacd  him  with  inevitable 
ruine.     And  he  compafs'd  his  intenti- 
ons happily  and  glorioufly,  by  his  ad- 
mirable conduct,  readinefs  of  wit,  and 
daring  refolution ,  performing  one  of 

the 
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the  nobleft  actions  which  were  ever  *&}*?$• 
done,  and    which  alone  may  juftly 
rank  him  with  the  greateft  Heroes  of 
Antiquity. 

He  had  almoft  nothing  of  all  that 
had  been    promised  him  at  Meaux , 
when  there  was  made  the  partition  of 
the  Forces ,    which  by  appointment 
were  to  ferve  in  the  King's  Army  and 
in  his.     Of  twenty  Troups  of  Men 
at  Arms  which  were  order'd  him,  not 
one  appeared  at  the  Rendefvouz  that 
was  allign'd  at  Chaumont:   there  was 
neither  Money,  nor  Ammunition,  nor 
Cannon  fent  him :  fo  that  having  afTem- 
bled  at  Vaucoleur^  on  the  twenty  fecond 
oiAugttft,   all  the  forces  he  could  get 
together,  by  the  means  of  his  friends, 
and  partly  by  the  money  of  the  Pari- 
fians,   there  were  found  no  more  than 
a  body  of  three  thoufand  Men  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  about  fix  hundred  CuiraJJiers 
of  his  own  company,  and  thofe  of  the 
Prince  o$joinvilleysy  his  Son,  of  the 
Count  of  Chaligny,    the  Chevalier  d* 
Aumaley   the   Sieurs   of  La   Chaftre, 
and  27  Amhlize  ;  three  hundred  Horfe 
Which  were  fent  him  from  the  Garri- 
foil  of  Cambray  by  Balagny,  who  had 

made 
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Ann.  1587.  made  himfelf  a  Leaguer,  to  change 
^O^-*  his  Government  into  a  Principali- 
ty, under  protection  of  the  League  j 
befides  almoft  as  many  light  Horfe- 
men,  fome  Italians  fome  Albanois, 
which  were  fent  him  by  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  Governour  of  the  Lovo-Coun- 
tries.  As  for  Infantry  he  had  no  more 
than  the  two  Regiments  of  Captain  St. 
Paul,  and  of  Johannes,  on  whom  he 
very  much  rely'd. 

With  thefe  inconfiderable  Forces  he 
went  to  joyn  himfelf  with  thofe  of 
Charles  Duke  of  Lorrain  ;  who  with 
the  Succours  which  he  had  received 
out  of  Flanders ,  under  the  conduct 
of  the  Marquis  d}  Avre,  and  the -Mar- 
quis de  Farambon,  and  all  he  couxl 
Levy  in  Germany,  had  no  more  than 
{even  thoufand  Foot,  and  about  fifteen 
hundred  Horfe  ;  Infomuch,  that  both 
in  conjunction  cou'd  not  make  above 
twelve  or  thirteen  thoufand  Men  at 
moft  ,  to  oppofe  againft  thirty  five 
thoufand,  who  were  coming  to  fall 
on  them.  The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who 
forefaw  this  Temped,  had  done  what 
lay  in  him  to  provide  againft  it ;  and 
to  put  himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  defence  by 

fortifying 
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fortifying    the   greateft  part    of  his  /^!Jj^ 
Towns.     And  obfcrving   that  Nancy,  ^^^ 
his  Capital  City ,    was  of  too  little 
compais   to  receive  thofe  great  num- 
bers of  Perfons  of  Quality,  and  Cler- 
gy men,   who  ran  thither  for  refuge 
trom  every  quarter,  fome  from  their 
Countrey-houfes  ,   others  from  their 
fmall  Ca(lles,and  unfortified  Towns,  he 
took  this  opportunity  to  enlarge  that 
great  and  beautifull  part  of  it,  which 
is  calfd  the  New  Town  ;  on  the  For- 
tifications of  which,    being  without 
difpute  the  faired  and  the  flrongeft 
of  that  time,   he  employed  his  Work- 
men with  fo  much  diligence,  that  it 
was  already  in  condition  of  making 
a  flout  defence  againft  that  Army, 
which  as  numerous  and  as  powerfull  as 
it  was  had  never  th^  courage  to  at- 
tempt it. 

Thefe  two  Armies  being  one  of 
them  on  this  fide  the  Mountains  of 
Vauge,  in  Lor  rain,  and  the  other  be- 
yond thofe  Mountains  in  Alface,  a 
Council  was  held  in  both  of  them  at 
the  fame  time  j  and  it  fo  happen  d  by 
an  accident  feldom  known,  that  the 
fame  relolution  was  taken  by  them 

both 
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Amui&j.  both.  In  the  German  Army  the  Duke 
oi  Bouillon,  and  one  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil, wou'd  have  it,  that  the  Warfhoud 
be  made  in  Lor  rain  ;  to  compafs  (as 
they  urg'd  )  at  one  onely  blow  the  ru- 
ine  of  that  Houfe,  which  firft  pro- 
duced, and  fince  that  time  maintained 
the  League.  But  the  bottom  of  that 
defign  was  this,  that  the  Germans,  had 
no  great  defire  to  be  at  fo  great  a 
diftance  from  their  own  Countrey  : 
and  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  wou  d  have 
been  glad  under  that  pretence  to  pro- 
vide for  the  fecurity  of  Sedan  and  Ja- 
metz  to  which  he  knew  the  Lorrainers 
cafl  a  longing  eye.  On  the  contrary 
the  French-men ,  the  Envoys  of  the 
King  of  Navarre  and  the  Baron  de 
Dona,  who  followed  the  Orders  he  had 
receiv  d  from  Puke  Cafimir  ,  made  it 
be  concluded,  that  they  ftiou'd  fatis- 
rfie  themfelves  in  their  paflage  through 
Lorrain,  to  make  what  havock  they 
cou  d  in  that  Countrey,  which  had.been 
wholly  free  from  War^fmce  that  which 
the  Burgundians  made,  who  were  de- 
feated with  their  laft  Duke  at  the  Bat- 
tel of  Nancy;  and  that  without  flopping 
their  courfe  by  invefting  Towns,  they 

ihou'd 
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fhoud  haften  their  conjunction  with  f^J^7r4 
the  King  of  Navarre  who   expe&ed 
them. 

On  the  other  fide,  in  the  Council 

which  was  held  at  Nancy ,  the  Duke  of 

Guife  propos'd  to  hinder  the  paflage  of 

the  Enemy,  becaufe,    that  being  well 

inform'd  of  the  divifion  which  was 

amongft  them,  he  doubted  not  with 

thofe  fewTroups,  which  he  had  then 

with  him  ,    which     notwithstanding 

were  composed  of  well  difciplin'd  and 

experienced  men,  that  he  fhoud  find 

fome  opportunity  of  Defeating  them 

in  that   narrow  Dukedom,  inclos'd 

on  all  fides  with  mountains  and  Rivers, 

or  at  lead  that  he  ftiou'd  force  them 

back  into  their  own  Countrey  :    and 

this  was  alfo   adher'd  to  by  all  the 

French  who  were  then  prefent.    But 

the  Duke  of  Lor  rain,  who  by  no  means 

wou'd  confent  to  expofe  his  State  to 

the  hazard  of  a  Battel,  and  who  after 

all  that  coud  be  faid,  had  rather  his 

Dukedom  fliou  d  be  ruinated  than  be 

loft;  woud  abfolutely  have  it,   that 

without  oppofing  the  paflage  of  that 

Army,  one  part  of  his  Forces  fhouM 

be  put  into  his  Towns,   whither  the 

Countrey- 
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Countrey-people  fhou'd  retire,  with  all 
the  provifion  they  cou'd  carry  ;  that 
the  Ovens  fhou  d  every  where  be  bro- 
ken, the  Mills  puird  down,  and  the 
Forage  deflroy^d  ,•  and  that  with  the 
remaining  part  of  his  Forces,  they 
ihou  d  coaft  the  Enemies,  and  con- 
strain them,  by  the  fcarcity  bf  all 
things  and  by  har raffing  them  per- 
petually ,  to  depart  fpeedily  from 
Lor  rain,  and  pafs  into  France,  into 
which  hewasrefolv'd  he  wou'd  not  en- 
ter. And  fearing  left  the  Duke  of 
Guife,  whofe  defign  and  boldnefs  he 
well  knew,  fhou  d  engage  his  little 
Army,  whether  he  woii'd  or  not  in 
feme  dangerous  Battel,  he  determined 
to  have  the  Command  of  it  himfelf ; 
and  ordered  it  to  be  encamp'd  betwixt 
the  New  Town,  and  d  little  Wood, 
which  ferv'd  for  a  Park  to  an  Houfe 
of  his  Highnefle's ,  call'd  the  Male- 
Grange  ;  watching  his  opportunity  to 
employ  it  to  his  moll  advantage,  ac- 
cording to  the  way  which  the  Enemy 
Ihou  d  take. 

The  Germans  then  having  aflembled 
in  the  plain  of  Straslurg  almoft  all 
their  Troups,   and  finding  the  pafla- 

ge$ 
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ges  free,  by  the  retreat  of  thofe  who  f"^**?* 
ihoiul  have  guarded  them,  but  were 
now  recali'd  to  Man  their  Towns , 
pafs'd  the  Mountain  near  Saverne  , 
without  other  obftacle  befides  the 
trouble  they  had  for  three  days  fpace, 
in  opening  the  ways  which  were  in- 
cumbred  with  bodies  of  great  Trees  ^ 
laid  acrofs  the  paflages.  They  were 
no  fooner  got  over  it,  than  the  Duke 
ofGuife,  who  loft  no  occafion  of  fur- 
prifing  the  Reyters,  towards  whom  he 
was  advanced  with  the  Van- guard , 
order'd  the  firft  Camifade  to  be  given 
them,  by  the  famous  Colonel  De  Rone, 
wrho  was  afterwards  made  Marfhal  of 
the  League,  and  the  Baron  of  Swart- 
zenbourg,  who  in  the  night  attacked  the 
Quarters  of  Colonel  Bouck,  who  was 
undoubtedly  the  moft  able  Officer 
they  had.  And  being  fuch  he  was 
not  furpris'd,  for  the  Guard  he  kept 
about  his  Lodgings  wrasfo  watchfully 
that  he  had  timely  notice,  and  was 
got  oft  Horfeback  when  he  was  at- 
tacqu  d  ,•  but  he  wras  fo  vigoroufly 
charg'd,  that  with  all  his  brave  refi- 
fiance,-  he  was  not  able; to  maintain 
the  place  from  the  AfTailants;  nor 
R  binder 
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hinder  them  from  taking  one  of  his 
Colours,  which  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
fent  immediately  to  the  King :  as  by 
way  of  Advertisement  that  the  Enemy 
was  already  in  his  Countrey,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  time  to  Reinforce 
Monfieur  de  Guife  with  all  the  Troups 
which  he  had  promised  them. 

The  next  day  which  was  the  laft 
of  Augufi  ,  the  Germans  entring  into 
Lorrain,  immediately  poffefs'd  them- 
felves  of  Sarhourg ,  which  a  Lorrain 
Gentleman  who  was  in  it,  with  two 
Companies  fufficient  to  defend  it  at 
leaft  fome  little  time,  furrender'd  bafe- 
ly  on  fight  onely  of  their  Fore-Runners 
without  ftaying  fo  much  as  to  be  in- 
vefted.  The  like  happened  not  to  Bla- 
wont  ,  which  another  young  Gentle- 
man of  the  fame  Countrey  maintained 
fo  bravely,  though  the  Enemies  Foot 
with  their  Cannon  was  lodg'd  in  the 
Fauxlourg,  that  having  kill  a  of  them 
more  than  two  hundred  men  in  one 
Attacque,  he  forc'd  them  to  diflodge 
with  fhame:  And  from  thence  they 
March'd  to  Luneville ,  before  which 
they  received  a  greater  affront  than 
was  the  former.    In  efFed,  the  Baron 

d'  OJfonviSi 
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d*  Offonville  Colonel  of  the  Lorrain  '  r  g 
Infantry,  having  taken  upon  him  to 
defend  fo  weak  a  Place,  where  he  had 
haftily  made  lomc  flight  Fortifications, 
ihew'd  fo  much  refolution  grounded  on. 
the  promife  which  the  Duke  of  Guije 
had  given  to  relieve  him ,  that  they 
durft  not  lb  much  as  once  Attacque 
the  Town.  In  this  manner  thefe 
Foreigners,  who  ailed  rather  like  Rob- 
bers or  Bandits  than  Souldiers,  made 
it  their  onely  Bufmefs  to  wrafte  the 
Countrey,  Plundering,  Sacking,  and 
Mafiacring  the  very  Women  and 
Children  ,  in  revenge  of  the  great 
wants  they  fuffer'd,  by  being  deprived 
of  the  means  of  their  fubfiftance  ;  all 
Provifions  being  locked  up  from  them 
in  the  fortified  places  ,  in  befieging  of 
which  they  were  unwilling  to  in- 
gage ,  for  fear  of  loofing  too  much 
time. 

That  which  gave  the  Duke  of  Lor± 
rain  the  greatefh  trouble  ,  was  the  fear 
he  had  ,  left  they  fhoud  ranfack 
his  Town  of  St.  Nicholas ,  which  at 
that  time  wanted  nothing  but  Walls, 
to  be  the  fair  eft  and  the  rich  eft  Bourg 
in  Lorrain  }    excepting  onely  Nancy  f 

R  %  as 
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Am^i&i*  as  it  woud  beat  this  day,  if  the  Im~ 
perialifts,  who  boafted  that  they  wou'd 
reftore  the  late  Duke  Charles  to  his 
Eftates,  had  not  finiili'd  its  Deftrudtk 
on,  by  their  feeble  Succours ,  laying 
wafle  the  Villages,  and  open  Towns 
without  Defence7,  and  particularly 
that  famous  and  facred  Bourgy  which 
they  had  never  violated  as  they  did, 
when  they  reduced  it  almoft  into 
Aflies,  if  any  fpark  of  Religion,  or 
Humanity  had  been  remaining  in 
their  Hearts*  I  hope  my  Reader  will 
pardon  me  for  this  iliort  Digreffion, 
and  give  it  to  the  juft  refentments 
which  I  haveagainft  thofe Barbarians; 
being,  as  I  am,  particularly  interefs'd* 
in  the  fortune  of  that  miferable  Town, 
which  had  never  been  ruin'd  by  the 
Croats  and  Germans ,  if  a  Duke  of 
Guife  had  been  its  Champion  ,  as  he 
was  on  that  occafion ,  which  I  am  go- 
ing to  relate. 

For  that  gallant  Prince ,  feeing  the 
concernment^  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
for  it ,  and  its  Deflru&ion  feemingto 
be  unavoidable ,  as  lying  open  on  all 
fides,  took  up  his  quarters  there,  and 
not  contented  barely  to  put  himfelf  in 

pofturc 
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poflure  of  defending  it,  he  Salli'd  out  ^%^ 
of  it  more  than  once  with  great  fuc- 
cefs ,  and  fell  into  their  Quarters , 
which  he  always  carried,  lnfomuch 
that  fearing  to  have  to  doe  with  a  man 
of  fo  great  Courage  and  Conduct, 
and  withall  fo  fortunate,  who  was  re- 
folv  d  to  perifh,  or  preferve  the  place, 
which  he  had  undertaken  to  Defend 
with  the  choice  and  flower  of  the 
whole  Army ;  they  durft  not  ap- 
proach it ,  but  inftead  of  Marching 
along  the  Banks  of  the  Meurte  ,  up- 
on which  this  Bourg  is  Situate  ,  about 
two  Leagues  from  their  Quarters  in 
the  Nighbourhood  of  Luneville ,  they 
turn'd  iliort  upon  the  left  hand  to- 
wards the  Mofelkj  which  they  pafs'd 
near  Bayon ,  to  go  from  thence  into 
the  County  of  Vaudemont. 

Then  ,  feeing  there  was  nothing 
more  to  fear  for  the  places  which  are 
beyond  thofe  two  Rivers,  they  joyn'd 
together  all  their  Forces,  and  form'd 
the  body  of  an  Army,  with  intention 
to  coaft  the  Enemies,  to  hinder  them 
from  fending  out  llragling  Parties , 
and  from  laying  wafte  the  flat  Coun- 
trey,  according  to  their  ordinary  cuf- 
tome.  R  3  This 
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This  refolution  being  taken  ,  The 
Duke  diGuife  who  led  the  Vanguard, 
fent  Monfieur  de  la  Chaflre  Marihal  of 
the  Camp  ,  to  take  up  Quarters  for 
the  Army  at  font  St.  Vincent.  But, 
becaufe  the  Duke  at  this  place  per- 
formed one  of  the  bravefl  A£tions, 
which  have  ever  been  done  in  War, 
and  which  particularly  made  manifeft 
his  great  Ability  and  ftrong  Genius  ; 
I  will  take  upon  me  to  defcribe  it  in  the 
mofl  exad:  manner  I  am  able,  that  the 
Beauty  of  it  may  be  feen  in  all  its  cir- 
cumftances. 

The  River  of  Ma  Jon  is  fomewhat 
Narrow,  but  exceeding  Deep;  it  takes 
its  fource  at  the  foot  of  the  Mountains 
of  Vauge^  and  runs  from  the  South  to- 
wards the  North,  and  having  received 
into  its  Bed,  the  little  Rivers  of  Dom- 
paire ,  I  lion  >  Vittelle,  Coulon^  and  Bre- 
non^it  waters  the  Town  of  Mirecoury 
and  the  Burroughs  of  Haroue ,  Ormes , 
Buligny^  Acraigne  ,  BlainviHe ,  about 
ttn  Leagues  diitant  from  Nancy  ,  and 
four  above  Tout.  A  little  below  this 
River  thus  increas'd,  and  on  this  fide 
the  Mofelle  ftands  Pont  St.  Vincent ,  a 
little  City,  or  rather  a  great  Burrough, 

Situate 
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Situate  on  the  cldccnt  of  a  Hill  ,  ^j$8r« 
fomc  part  of  it  inclos'd  with  weak 
Walls;  the  reft  onely  fene'd  with  a 
quick-let  Hedge,  towards  the  foot  of 
the  Hill,  fpreading  along  by  the  fides 
of  the  Mo  ft  He  \  over  which  there  was 
a  Bridge ;  on  the  right  hand  it  had 
the  Madon ,  and  the  rib  of  a  craggy 
Hill,  planted  with  Vines ,  incompais'd 
with  ftrong  Quick-fets,  and  the  top  of 
it  cover'd  with  over  grown  Woods, 
which  extended  even  to  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  Tout ,  and  was  parted 
from  the  Madon  by  a  Meadow,  which 
is  bounded  by  that  River  ,  and  nar- 
rowed to  a  very  little  bredth. 

Here  it  was  that  the  Cathollque  Ar- 
my went  to  take  up  their  Quarters, 
on  the  fifteenth  dt  September  \  Monfieur 
de  Guife  arriv'd  there  at  feven  of  the 
Clock  in  the  Morning ,  and  without 
Haying  for  the  grofs  of  the  Vanguard 
which  follow 'd  him,accompani'd  onely 
by  the  Sieurs  de  La  Chaflre^  Baffom- 
pierre  ,  de  Dunes  Brother  to  Monjieur 
d'  Entr agues  ,  and  three  or  four 
befides  them  ,  Rideing  on  Nags  , 
and  all  of  them  Unarm'd  as  he  was, 
went  to  obferve  fome  advantage- 
R  4  ous 
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4«^i  5f7-  ous  place,  where  he  might  Lodge  his 
Vanguard  ,   tinder  Protection  of  the 
Madonv  which  he  was  certainly  in- 
form'd  was  not  foordable  in  any  part 
of  it,  fince  the  Rains  which  had  falfn 
for  four  or  five  days  together  with- 
out intermiffion.    But  not  being  able 
thereabout  to  find  a  Poft  which  was 
fuitable  to  hispurpofe,   he  advanced 
as  far  as  the  Quarters  of  his  Light- 
Horfe,  who  were  March'd  beyond  the 
Vanguard ,    under  the   Condudt   of 
Rone  and  the  Baron  of  Swartzemhourgy 
and  were  Quarter '  d  alrnoft  two  Leagues 
beyond  Pont  St.  Vincent ,  in  the  Bur- 
roughs    of    Acraigne    and    Bultgny  ? 
where  there  were  Stone-Bridges  over 
the  Madon.    He  found  them  there  get- 
ting haftily  on  Horfe-back,    purfuant 
to  the  advice  which   they  had  juft 
received  that  the  whole  body  of  the  E- 
nemy ,   which  March'd  betwixt  the 
two  Rivers,  was  coming  immediately 
to  fall  on  them. 

Yet  this  hinderd  him  not  from  paf- 
fing  the  Madon^  lie  the  feventh  man, 
and  with  the  fame  Company ,  nor 
from  advancing  into  the  Plain  to  take 
a  view  of  the  Enemy.    But  he  had 

~   not 
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not  gone  far,  before  he  difcover'd  their  ^%Jj^ 
Forerunners,  and  two  Cornets  of  Ren- 
ters, detach'd  from  the  grofs  of  their 
Army  ,    who  came  thundring  upon 
him,  to  inclofe  him.     Upon  this  he 
turnd  his  Horfe ,  repafs'd  the  Bridge, 
and  flaid  on  the  far  fide  of  a  Brook, 
upon  a  little  Hill ,  where  he  rang  d  his 
light  Horfe,which  were  about  four  hun- 
dred to  make  head  againft  the  Enemy. 
The  Reyters  who  had  pafs'd  the  Bridge 
of  Buligny  after  them  ,    and  purfu  d 
them  hotly,  made  an  halt  upon  the 
Brook  fide,  in  expe&ation    of  their 
Army ,    which  they  believ'd    to  be 
much  nearer,  than  in  effedt  it  was  : 
and  in  the  mean  time   the  Duke  of 
Gutfe^   feeing  they  were  not  followed 
by  greater  Numbers,  detach'd  againft 
them   the  Sieur  de  Rone  ,    and  de  la 
Route  ,  who    drove  them  back  and 
purfu'd  them  flying  upon  the  Spur, 
a  good  fpace  upon  the  Plain  beyond 
the  River.     But  the  Reyters  finding 
there  three   hundred  French  Horfe , 
and  about  an  hundred  and   twenty 
Dragoons  ,  with  three  other  Cornets 
of  their  Fellows  ,  turn  d  upon  them 
in  a  full  body  vigorously ,  and  drove 

back 
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back  thofe  two  Troups  of  Light  Horfe,    I 
who  endeavour'd  at  a  round  Gallop  to 
regain  the  Hill ,  where  their  Friends 
were  drawn  up  in  Battalia. 

Then  it  was,  ( upon  the  difcovery 
which  they  made  from  their  Hill,  of 
the  whole  Army  which  was  fileing  o- 
ver  the  Bridge,)  that  their  danger  was 
almoft  inevitable  :  To  expe£t  the  E- 
nemy,  and  ftand  their  Ground ,  was 
to  take  a  defperate  refolution,  of  be- 
ing all  cut  in  pieces ;  for  how  was  it 
pofTible  for  four  hundred  Horfe,  with- 
out Infantry  and  Cannon  to  make  de- 
fence againft  an  Army  of  five  thoufand 
men,  who  were  ready  to  Attacque 
them,  with  eighteen  or  twenty  pieces 
of  Artillery  ■?  To  retire  was  altogether 
as  impoflible.;  for  who  knows  not  that 
a  Retreat  of  two  Leagues,  before  an 
Army  of  twelve  thoufand  Horfe,  and 
in  open  day,  can  never  be  attempted 
without   being  exposed    to  extreme 
Danger,  and  conftrain  d  to  change  it , 
to  a  general  Rout ;  the  confequence 
of  which  is,  that  all  muft  be  either 
kilfd  or  taken. 

This  being  confider'd  by  La  Chaflre 
and  Baffompierre9  who  were  near  the 

Duke, 
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Duke,  they  earneftly  defird  him,  to  f"^[*^ 
provide  for  his  own  fafety,  while  they 
ftopp  d  the  fury  of  the  Enemy  for 
fome  time  ,  to  procure  him  the 
means  of  retiring  to  the  grofs  of  their 
Army,  leaving  the  reft  to  the  difpo- 
fition  of  Fortune ,  which  fometimes 
finds  out  unexpected  ways  of  iafety, 
when  all  things  are  in  appearance  def- 
perate.  At  which,  the  Duke  looking 
upon  them  with  a  fmiiing  and  afiur'd 
Countenance  ;  No  ,  no  ,  Gentlemen 
(  fays  he  )  I  cannot  on  fuch  terms  a- 
bandon  fo  many  brave  men ,  whom  I 
my  felf  have  expos'd  to  this  prefent 
Danger.  I  have  confider'd  the  great- 
nefs  of  it,  in  its  full  extent  j  but  I 
think,  that  at  the  fame  time  I  have 
found  an  expedient  to  draw  us  out  of 
it.  The  Counfell  which  you  have 
given  me,  as  believing  it  neceflary  for 
my  fafety,  I  command  you  to  take 
for  your  felves ,  and  for  us  all.  Go 
then,  to  give  out  Orders  to  the  Army ; 
draw  them  up  in  the  narrow  Paflage  , 
and  upon  the  Hill  which  is  Planted 
writh  Vines,  without  Pont  St.  Vincent^ 
to  receive  me  after  I  have  made  the 
Retreat,  wrhich  I  take  upon  my  felf  to 

doe  : 
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Am.  1587.  dee  j  which  I  will  perform,  after  the 

^^^^  manner  which  I  have  already  caft  in 

my  imagination ,  and  which  perhaps 

fliall  be  as  much  without  Danger ,  as 

it  is  without  Example. 

After  this ,  Rone ,  and  La  Route, 
having  already  without  lofs,  rejoyn  d 
the  Body  of  Light  Horfe,  he  began  to 
encourage  his  Souldiers ,  and  that 
much  lefs  by  his  Words  than  by  his 
Countenance,  and  that  Majeftique  air, 
which  animated  all  his  adions ,  and 
infpir'd  a  part  of  his  own  Courage  and 
afliirance  into  the  mod  fearfull;  for 
appearing  at  the  Head  of  his  little 
Troup,  with  his  Sword  in  his  hand  , 
otherwife  unarmed ,  upon  a  Pad  , 
and  beholding  his  Souldiers  and  their 
Officers  with  a  lively  piercing  eye, 
which  when  he  pleas'd  he  cou'd  even 
dart  into  their  Souls,  and  command 
them  as  he  thought  good  ,  he  fpoke 
onely  a  few  words  to  his  French,  Italian 
andGerman  0fBcers,toeach  in  their  own 
Language ,  and  calling  them  by  their 
Names,  he  afliir'd  them  that  he  had  in- 
vented an  infallible  way  of  preferring 
them,  if  they- wou'd  follow  his  directi- 
ons undauntedly,  and  take  him  for 
their  Example.  Xhofe 
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Thofe  few  words  chearfully  pro-^^7- 
iiounc  d  by  a  Prince,  who  always  per- 
form'd  more  than  he  wou'd  promife, 
fo  much  encouragd  thofe  four  hun- 
dred men,  that  without  farther  re- 
flexion on  the  apparent  danger  of 
periihing ,  and  the  feeming  impofli- 
bility  of  their  efcape,  theylook'd  dif- 
dainfully  from  their  Hill,  on  that  va-ft 
Army  of  the  Germans ,  who  having 
almoft  all  of  them  already  pafs'd  the 
Madon  ,  at  the  Bridge  of  Buligny  , 
Marcfrd  dire&ly  towards  them  in  Bat- 
talia, not  doubting  but  they  fhou'd 
inclofe  them ,  and  cut  them  all  in 
pieces,  if  they  had  the  confidence  to 
exped  them ;  or  put  them  to  the  Rout, 
and  totally  defeat  them,  if  they  at- 
tempted to  make  their  Retreat  before 
them,  Yet  they  flood  at  firft  in  fome 
fufpence,  when  having  pafs'd  the  Brook 
which  was  betwixt  them  and  the  Hill  i 
they  beheld  them  yet  flanding  firrji , 
and  appearing  with  a  refolution  of  re- 
ceiving them  with  their  Swords  in 
their  hands. 

vSo  uncommon  a  Spe&acle  flopped 
them  a  while  to  obferve  their  counte- 
nance, as  fearing  perhaps  that  their 

great 
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great  afTurance  proceeded  from  their 
being  back'd  by  the  whole  Army. 
But  at  length  refuming  Courage,  and 
being  afliam'd  that  they  had  doubted 
one  moment  toAttacquefoinconfide- 
rable  a  Party,  they  founded  a  Charge 
without  more  delay.  Seven  Cornets 
of  Reyters,  having  before  them  three 
hundred  Frenchmen  of  Arms,  March'd 
foremoft  and  began  to  Mount  the 
Hill  at  a  round  Trot  againft  the  Ene- 
my ;  but  the  afcent  was  fo  rough, 
that  their  Horfes,  who  were  fpur'd  to 
the  Quick,  grew  out  of  breath ,  and 
conftrain'd  them  to  abate  of  their  fpeed, 
and  change  their  Trot  into  a  Foot- 
pace* Then  the  Duke  of  Guife,  take- 
ing  his  opportunity  to  make  his  Re- 
treat, according  as  he  had  modelled  it 
in  his  Head,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  none 
before  him  had  ever  pra&is'd  ,  Re- 
treated a  little  farther  offupon  the  Hill, 
fo  as  to  be  out  of  fight  of  the  Enemy  $ 
after  which  having  made  a  half  turn  on 
the  right  hand ,  he  turn'd  fhort  upon 
the  left  hand  at  the  right  of  the  Ene- 
my, through  a  little  Valley,  which 
was  betwixt  them  and  the  River,  His 
March  was  out  of  View,  under  covert 
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of  the  Hills,  which  hid  that  Valley,  as  ^JlS?" 
far  as  to  a  Foord  which  he  had  obferv'd, 
though  lie   had    been  inform'd  that 
there  was  none :  befides  which  there  was 
a  Mill ,  wherein  he  Lodg'd  a  dozen 
Arquebufiers,  who  were  refolv'd  to  de- 
fend it  to  the  utmoit ,    and  there  he 
pafs'd  the  Madon,  from  whence  the  E- 
nemies  were  departed,  in   purfuit  of 
him.     On  that  fide  were  onely  the 
Sniffers;  who  March'd  after  the  others 
to  pafs  at  the  Bridge  of  Bulignyy  and 
who  being  Foot,  cou'd  neither  flop 
nor  follow  that  Cavalry  which  had 
pafs'd  the  River  below  the  Bourg,  and 
by  that  means  had  the  advantage  of 
them.    So  that  turning  Face,  and  de- 
fending on  the  left,  along  that  little 
River,  on  the  other  fide  cf  which  the 
Enemy  was  pafs'd  to  Attacque  him, 
he  continu  d  to  make  his  retreat  to- 
wards the  grofs  of  the  Catholique  Ar- 
my, which  was  drawing  up  in  Batta- 
lia near  font  St.  Vincent. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Enemy  ha- 
ving with  much  difficulty  overcome 
the  top  of  the  Hill,  where  they  thought 
to  find  the  Duke  oiGuife^  were  flrange- 
ly  furpris'd  to  fee  him  beyond  the  Wa- 
ter* 
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Am.  1587.  ter  ,  retiring  at  his  eafe.  Immediately 
^^^^they  defcended  with  much  more 
fpeed  than  they  had  Mounted  ,  and 
purfu'd  him  eagerly.  But  they  were 
fiopp'd  fo  long  by  thofe  twelve  refo- 
lute  Souldiers,  who  defended  the  Mill 
upon  the  Foord,  at  the  expence  of  their 
Lives,  which  they  fold  at  a  dear  rate, 
that  before  they  cou  d  be  forc'd  ,  the 
Duke  hadtheleifure,  without  mending 
his  pace,  to  repafs  the  River  on  this 
fide,  at  another  Foord,  which  he  had 
alfo  obferv'd  adjoyning  to  that  narrow 
fpace,  and  that  rib  of  the  Hill  planted 
With  Vineyards,  where  the  grofs  of 
his  Army  lay. 

In  this  manner  that  Prince,  who 
had  ingag'd  himfelf  too  far  in  difcove^ 
ring  the  Enemy,  found  the  means  of 
laving  his  little  Troup  ,  and  retiring 
in  the  Face  of  a  great  Army,  not  by 
turning  his  back  as  is  the  ufualcuftome, 
but  by  going  on  their  fide,  by  a  new 
invented  Strategem,  and  placing  the 
River  twice  fucceffively  betwixt  him- 
felf and  the  Enemy.  And  what 
Crown'd  the  glory  of  the  whole  a&iqn 
was,  that  putting  himfelf  at  the  Head 
of  five  or  fix  hundred  Horfe  i   in  that 
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little  Meadow  which  is  at  the  foot  o£A*n.j&i 
that  rib  of  the  Mountain,  on  which 
his  Army  was  not  wholly  yet  embat- 
tefd,  he  defended  the  pafTage  of  the 
River  and  always  repuls'd  the  Rejters* 
who  return'd  twice  or  thrice  to  the 
Charge,  and  did  their  uttermoft  to 
Force  it ;  and  that  having  left  it  free 
the  next  Morning ,  according  to  the 
refolution  which  had  been  taken  in  the 
Council  of  War ,  he  made  good  the 
Retreat  of  his  whole  Army,  without 
thelofs  of  one  fmgle  raan. 

After  both  Armies  had  refrefli'd 
themfelves  for  two  or  three  days,  the 
Germans  who  were  always  Coailed  on 
the  Right ,  and  perpetually  harrafs'd 
by  the  Duke  of  Guife  who  led  the 
Vanguard  ,  having  pafs'd  the  Meufi 
near  Neufchateauy  enter'd  France  by 
the  Principality  of  joinville  ,  where 
they  took  their  fir  ft  Quarters  at  Su 
Vrhain.  The  Duke  of  Lor  rain  who  had 
follow'd  them  as  far  as  his  own  Fron- 
tiers,, and  had  what  he  defir'd ,  when 
he  had  feen  the  Strangers  out  of  his 
Eftates,  was  refolv'd  to  go  no  farther i 
but  retir'd  into  the  Dutchy  of  Bar  re  i 
as  did  alfo  the  Marquis  d'  Havre  with 
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his  Walloons  >  both  of  them  faying  that 
they  cou  d  not  enter  into  France  with- 
out permiflion  from  the  Ring.  Thus 
the  Duke  ofGuife  was  left  to  himfelfj 
with  his  own  Troups ,  which  amoun- 
ted not  to  four  thoufand  men ;  and 
neverthelefs  he  undertook  with  an  in- 
vincible Courage,  and  fo  fmall  a 
Power,  to  purfue,  to  infeeble  and 
entirely  to  mine  that  great  Army , 
which  was  yet  more  increas'd  in  the 
Baffigny^  by  the  conjunftion  of  thofe 
Troups  ,  which  the  brave  Chaftillon 
Son  to  the  late  Admiral  brought  out 
oiLanguedoc  and  Dauphine ,  after  ha- 
ving travers'd  Ltonnois  and  Burgundy 
with  incredible  difficulty. 

The  Duke  then  undertook  them  all, 
being  followed  by  Souldiers  as  indefati- 
gable as  himfelf,  who  believed  there  was 
nothing  impofhble  for  them  to  per- 
form under  his  Conduft :  and  fome- 
times  appearing  at  the  head  of  the  E- 
nemy ,  fometimes  at  their  Rere ,  then 
coafting  them,  now  on  the  right  hand, 
and  afterwards  on  the  left,  cutting 
them  off  from  Provifions,  giving  them 
continual  Alarmes,  and  harraffingthem 
Night  and  Day  in  a  hundred  ieveral 
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manners,  he  feduc'd  them  often  to  >  f^„ 
great  extremities,  particularly  after  he 
was  reinforced  by  the  Troups,  which 
were  brought  him  by  Monjleur  at 
May  erne,  by  Chaligny  ,  Elbeuf,  and 
Briffac  who  joyn  d  him  at  Auxerre ; 
his  Forces  then  confifting  of  fix 
thoufand  Foot  and  eighteen  hundred 
Horfe. 

With  thefe  inconveniences,  befides 
thofe  which  the  continual  rain,  the 
broken  ways,  their  gluttony,  andcon- 
fequently  ficknefs,  made  the  Germans 
fufter,  their  Forces  having  pafs'd  the 
Saine  near  Chaftillon,  and  the  Tonne y 
at  MaiUy-la*Ville%  they  advanced  about 
the  middle  of  Oftober ,  as  far  as  the 
Banks  of  the  River  Loire,  which  they 
thought  to  have  pafs'd  at  La  Charite ; 
where  much  to  their  amazement  they 
found  that  place  not  onely  in  a  good 
condition  of  defence,  but  the  King  in 
perfon  beyond  it,  with  a  powerfuli  Ar- 
my to  difpute  their  paflage,  on  what 
part  foever  they  Ihou  d  attempt  to  force 
it. 

In  effect,  that  Prince,  according  to 
the  refolution  which  he  had  taken  to 
hinder  both  the. King  of  Navarre  and 
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the  Duke  oiGuife  from  growing  too 
ftrong,  the  firft  by  joyning  the  Army 
of  the  Reyters,  and  the  feCond  by  their 
defeat,  had  given  the  Duke  almoft 
nothing  of  that  Succour  which  he  had 
promised  him,  either  to  flop  or  fight 
the  Germans ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
had  affembled  a  very  confiderable  Ar- 
my in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gien  on 
the  Loire ,  to  oppofe  their  paflage. 
His  Forces  not  being  lefs  than  ten 
thoufand  French  Foot,  eight  thoufand 
Swijfers,  for  the  mod  part  levyed  out 
of  the  Catholique  Cantons ',  and  eight 
thoufand  Horle,  the  one  half  French 
the  other  Germans.  The  Duke  of 
Montpenfier  had  alfo  reciuited  him 
with  the  Kttle  body  which  he  com- 
manded apart ;  the  Dukes  of  Nevers 
and  of  Efpernon,  the  Marfhals  de  Au- 
mont  and  de  Retz,  and  La  Guiche , 
Grand  Mailer  of  the  Artillery,*  had 
each  of  them  a  Command  in  it,  and 
held  no  very  good  intelligence  toge- 
ther, imlefs  in  this  one  particular,  that 
according  to  the  Kings  exprefs  orders, 
they  fpoil'd  and  made  unpayable  all 
the  Foords  from  that  of  Pas  de  Fer  near 
Nevers,  as  far  as  Gicn>  by  laying  a- 
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crofs  them  huge  bodies  of  Trees,    and  ^*J!*?7' 
whatfoever  elie  they   cou'd  find,   to 
incumber  the  feet  of  Men   and  Hor- 
ics. 

This  ill  underilandingamongft  the 
Commanders,  and  the  large  Encomi- 
ums which  rung  in  Pans  of  the  Duke 
ofiGuife,  on  occafion  of  every  linall 
advantage  which  he  gain  d  upon  the 
Enemy,  and  more  than  all,  the  mur- 
muring, or  rather  the  downright  rai- 
ling of  the  Leaguers^  who  mahcioufly 
accused  the  King  of  holding  intelli- 
gence with  the  Navarrois,  at  the  length 
produe'd  this  effect  in  him,  that  iha- 
king  offhis  fataldrowzinefs,  and  thofe 
■loft  pleafures  of  the  Court,  with  much 
adoe  he  came  to  his  Army  beyond  the 
Glen  about  m\d-Ottoher.  Where  he  had 
no  fooner  fet  his  foot,  but  he  began  on 
the  hidden  to  revive,  to  appear  the 
lame  brave  Duke  of  Anjou,  with  the 
iame  Heroique  foul,  which  infpir'd 
him  with  lb  much  vigour  when  he 
commanded  the  Armies  of  the  King 
his  Brother  in  the  fields  of  Jarnac  and 
Moiic  ont  our. 

Undoubtedly  there  can  nothing  be 
imagln  d  more  generous  or  more  pru- 
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dent  than  what  he  did  on  that  occafion. 
He  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  his 
Army ;  he  gave  out  Orders  in  his  own 
Perfon  ;  and  caus'd  them  to  be  execu- 
ted with  all  manner  of  exadhiefs  ; 
he  reunited  the  minds  of  his  Captains 
and  Officers,  taking  care  that  every 
man  fhou'd  employ  himfelf  in  his  own 
duty,  without  interfering  with  the 
bufinefs  of  another.  He  fhar'd  with 
them  the  labours  and  fatigues  of  War; 
lying  abroad  in  Tents ,  fleeping  little, 
was  iirft  on  Horfeback  ,  always  in 
Arms,  his  Men  in  good  order  on  the 
Bank  of  the  River,  appearing  in  a  rea- 
dinefs  to  receive  the  Enemy  wherefo- 
ever  he  fhou'd  attempt  hispaflage ;  and 
giving  him  to  undemand  by  found  of 
Trumpet  and  beat  of  Drum,  that  he 
defird  nothing  more  than  to  give  him 
Battel  jif  he  fliou  d  dare  to  feek  it  on  the 
other  fide. 

This  manner  of  proceeding  put  the 
Strangers  into  a  terrible  confternation  : 
The  French  Huguenots  who  guided 
them,  had  made  them  to  believe,  be- 
fore they  enter'd  into  Lorrain,  that 
they  fhou'd  have  the  Tppn  of  Char  it  e> 
and  the  Bridge  for  friend.  That  if  thofe 
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fllOird  fail  them,  the  Loire  was  foorda-  Aj-jjjf. 
Lie  almoit  every  wlicre  during  the 
Month  t^OUoier  ;  that  the  King  who 
kept  a  fecret  corref pondence  with  the 
King  of  Navarre,  to  revenge  himfelf  of 
the  League  their  common  Enemy  , 
cither  woud  joyn  himfelf  with  them, 
or  at  lead  favour  their  paflage,  and 
that  they  iliou'd  find  the  King  of  Na- 
varre in  a  readinefs  on  the  far  fide  of 
the  River  to  receive  them.  In  the 
mean  time  they  found  the  quite  con- 
trary to  all  this :  the  Town  of  Char -ite 
agamft  them,  the  King  in  Arms  to 
combat  them,  and  inftead  of  the  King 
of  Navarre,  onely  fome  Envoys  from 
him,  who  without  being  able  to  afcer- 
tain  them  of  any  thing ,  barely  pro- 
mised them  that  he  wou'd  fuddenly  be 
with  them  ,•  or  at  lead  in  his  room  a 
Prince  of  the  Bloud  whom  he  wou'd 
fend  to  command  them.  This  fill'd 
with  complaints,  murmurs,  diforders 
and  Sedition  the  whole  Army,  which 
was  come  down  as  far  as  Neuvy,  with- 
out hope  of  being  able  to  force  the 
paflage  which  the  Royal  Army  in 
Battalia  beyond  the  River  continually 
defended. 
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The  Reyters^  with  loud  clamours 
demanded  the  Money  which  had  been 
promis'd  them  as  foon  as  they  Ihoud 
be  enter d  into  France  :  threatning  to 
return  into  their  own  Countrey,  in 
cafe  they  were  not  immediately  fatis^ 
fied.  The  Swijfers  were  already  har* 
kening  to  the  proportion  which  fome 
of  their  Officers,  who  were  gain  d  by 
the  King,  had  made  to  them  of  paffing 
into  his  Army,  where  they  had  afiu-  j 
ranee  given  them  of  great  advantages. 
The  Latffqucnets  were  ready  to  do  as 
much;  all  things  manifeftly  tended 
to  revolt.  And  it  was  not  without  in- 
credible pains,  that  the  Baron  of  Dona, 
the  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  the  French 
Officers  put  an  end  to  this  Mutiny 
by  promifing  to  lead  them  into  Beaucey 
a  Country  abounding  in  all  forts  of  Pro* 
vifions,  where  they  might  refrefli  them- 
feives  at  their  own  leifure,  expecting 
there  the  Money  and  the  Prince  whom 
the  King  of  Nxrvarre-  woud  fend  to 
conduct  them  by  Vandome  to  Monfo* 
xeau  upon  the  Loire,  where  he  waited 
to  receive  them  with  his  Troups. 
Thus  the  Army  diilodgtng  from  Neu- 
^v,   and  turning  their  back   to  the 
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£oire9  took  the  Road  toward  Beauce,*n^J^ 
marching  by  little  journeys  all  along 
the  River  of  £o/ngy  where  they  found 
good  Quarters  on  the  Eflate  of  Mom 
fieur  de  Chajlillon,  who  fpar'd  for  no- 
thing to  content  the  Germans. 

In  the  mean  time  theDukeof  Guife, 
who  lay  betwixt  that  River  and  the 
Tonne  9  and  had  re-aflembled  all  his 
Forces  near  Charny,  to  obferve  from 
thence  the  motions  of  the  Enemy,  ha- 
ving receiv'd  information  that  they 
were  quarter 'd  on  the  twenty  fourth  of 
October  in  the  neighbourhood  otCka- 
fiillon,  advanc'd  as  far  as  Court enayy 
taking  his  march  from  thence  towards 
the  lower  part  of  the  River,  thereby 
to  put  himfelf  betwixt  them  and  Paris, 
and  to  cover  that  great  City,  which 
lay  open  to  them;  fo  that  five  or  fix 
thoufand  Rejters  detach'd  from  their 
Army,  were  capable  of  giving  fome 
terrible  Alarm  to  the  Citizens,  by 
Plundering  and  Firing  of  their  Suburbs. 
This  occaiion'd  the  Parisians ,  to  re- 
double their  ardent  affe&ion  to  that 
Prince,  regarding  him  at  that  time  as 
their  onely  Proted:our  ;  and  the  Lea- 
guers  who  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
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Am.  itjty  decrying  the  conduft  of  the  King, 
'  made  them  believe,  that  he  flopped 
fliort  at  Gien>  on  fet  purpofe  to  aban- 
don them  to  the  fury  of  the  Reyters> 
who  without  this  interpofition  of  the 
DukeofGai/Hiadranfack'd  all  things 
to  their  very  Gates, 

But  this  was  the  leaft  part  of  their 
defign ;  for  they  intended  nothing 
more  than  to  pafson  the  left  hand, 
through  a  Countrey  more  open  and 
moreeafie,  betwixt  the  Foreft  of  Or  le- 
arn and  MontargiS)  and  to  enter  as  fall 
as  they  were  able  into  the  Plains  of 
Beauce.  For  which  reafon,  as  foon 
as  he  had  difcovered  by  his  Spies  that 
their  Quarters  were  taken  up  for  the 
twenty  fixth  of  Oftoher^  fpreading  two 
Leagues  about  Montargis^  on  the  left 
f\de  of  the  River,  he  ordered  the  Sieur 
de  la  Chaflre,  to  depart  about  mid- 
night with  the  Light  Horfe  j  who  ar^ 
riving  at  Montargts  at  feven  of  the 
Clock  in  the  Morning,  on  the  fame 
day,  (being  the  twenty  fixth)  caus'd 
the  Gates  of  the  Town  immediately  to 
be  Unit,  that  no  advice  might  be  given 
to  the  Enemies  ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Quife  came  thither  about  noon   with 
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one  half  of  the  Army,  the  other  half  ^j  $•% 
not  being  able  to  come  up  till  the  even- 
ing. 

As  he  fate  at  Table  fupping  with 
the  Princes  who  accompanied  him, 
one  of  his  beft  Officers  who  had  been 
lent  to  take  a  view  of  the  Enemy,  re- 
turn d  to  make  his  report,  faying,  that 
he  had  feen  feven  or  eight  Cornets  of 
the  Reyters,  who  took  up  their  Quar- 
ters with  their  General  at  Vtmory^  a 
Burroughalmoft  half  a  League  in  com- 
pafs  ,  a  League  and  half  above  Mont- 
argis,  and  fituate  not  far  from  the  Ri- 
ver, which  it  had  on  the  right  hand. 
His  intelligence  was  true;  but  he 
knew  not  that  fourteen  other  Cornets 
of  them  which  arriv'd  afterwards  were 
lodg  d  in  the  fame  place  ;  that  the 
French  were  Quartered  but  half  a 
League  beyond  the  Ladony  and  the 
Lanfquenets  and  Swiffers  in  two  other 
Villages,  which  were  but  the  diftance 
of  a  League  from  them. 

The  Duke  after  he  had  confider  d 
for  fome  time  what  was  to  be  done  on 
this  report,  believ'd  that  thofe  Quar- 
ters at  Vimory  might  eafily  be  carried 
in  the  Night,   that  the  others  where- 
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Aw^m87- foever  they  might  be,  hearing  the 
*  Alarm,  and  at  the  fame  time  fearing 
to  be  attacked  themfelves,  woud  think 
rather  how  to  fecure  themfelves  in  their 
own  Poft,  and  ftay  for  day-light,  than 
to  march  in  the  dark  to  the  fuccour 
of  their  Fellows  :  that  after  he  had  de- 
feated the  Rejters,  in  the  next  place 
he  might  attacque  the  reft,  and  put 
their  whole  Army  to  a  rout ;  and  in 
conclufion  if  he  fhou  d  mifs  his  blow,  he 
had  fecur'dhimfelf  a  retreat  in  the  Bur- 
rough  of  Montargis. 

Thus  refolv'd,  and  rifing  briskly 
from  the  Table,  before  he  had  done 
Supper,  he  gave  command  that  they 
Uiou'd  found  to  Horfe,  and  that  every 
one  ihou'd  be  in  readinefs  to  march  an 
hour  after  at  the  fartheft  :  The  Duke 
of  Mayenne  not  a  little  furpris'd  at  the 
fudden  orders,  ask'd  him  whither  he 
was  going  ?  he  cooly  anfwend  him , 
to  fight  the  Enemy.  And  after  having 
in  few  words  fatisfi'd  them  of  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  his  undertaking,  he  ad- 
ded, that  if  any  man  thought  the  at- 
tempt too  ^hazardous,  he  had  free 
leave  to  ftay  behind  at  Montargis  :  It 
may  very  probably  fucceed  fa  id  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Mayemie,  and  we  will  all  fol-  ^^j^ 
low  you,  yet  we  are  a  little  too  hot 
upon  the  execution  of  it,  and  it  wou d 
not  doe  amifs  to  weigh  the  bufinefs 
fome what  better.  Underftand,  Brother, 
repli'd  the  Guife,  raifing  his  Voice  be- 
yond the  ordinary  tone,  that  I  lhou'd 
not  come  to  a  refolution  of  any  thing 
in  all  my  life,  which  I  coud  not  refolve 
on  at  a  quarter  of  an  hours  thinking. 
On  this  he  Arm'd  and  mounted  on 
Horfeback  ,  finding  all  his  Men  in 
readinefs  to  follow  him,  full  of  gaiety 
in  their  faces,  and  not  doubting  in  the 
leaftof  Vittory  under  his  Command  a- 
gainfl:  all  imaginable  odds  of  number* 
So  important  a  thing  it  is  in  War  for 
Souldiers  to  have  confidence  in  their 
Captain,  that  they  believe  his  fortune, 
his  valour,  and  his  capacity  in  Milita- 
ry affairs,  will  always  anlwer  for  the 
good  fuccefs  of  whatfoever  he  under- 
takes. 

All  the  Orders  being  given,  the  In- 
fantry which  was  in  the  Suburbs, 
was  caus'd  to  pafs  through  the  body 
of  the  Town,  an  hour  before  the  ftiut- 
ting  in  of  the  Evening  ;  and  drawn 
up  in  Battalia,  half  a  League  beyond 
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it.  It  was  divided  into  three  Bat* 
talions,  each  of  them  confifting  of  a 
thoufand  men.  Captain  St.P Wcom* 
manded  that  on  the  right  hand ;  Jo- 
annes had  the  left,  with  his  Regiment 
which  form'd  the  fecond;  Chevriers 
and  Pontfenac  were  in  the  middle,  at 
the  head  of  the  third  ;  the  remainder 
was  left  at  the  entry  of  the  Bridge,  and 
in  the  Town,  in  order  to  the  favouring 
of  their  retreat. 

The  Duke  of  Guife  who  had  waited 
till  eight  of  the  clock,  for  feven  or 
eight  hundred  Horfe  of  his  Army  , 
which  were  not  yet  arriv'd  from  Cour- 
tenayy  diftant  (even  long  Leagues  from 
Montargis ,  was  refolv'd  notwithftan- 
ding  to  go  on,  and  advancing  the 
grois  of  his  Cavalry  before  his  Foot, 
he  Marflialfd  it  in  four  Squadrons* 
Monfieur  de  Mayenne  led  the  firft,  of 
three  hundred  Horfe  at  the  head  of  the 
Army :  he  was  fuftain'd  by  Monfieur 
de  Elheuf  with  his,  of  two  hundred 
Men  at  Arms.  The  Duke  of  Guife 
plac'd  himfelf  on  the  left  hand,  and 
Monfieur  d'  Aumale  on  the  right  of  the 
Infantry  having  each  of  them  three 
hundred  Horfe. 

In 
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III  this  Order    this    little    Army  4**js£* 

marcluldi redly  on  to Yinjwry  through 
a  long  Plain,  and  in  a  night  To  dark 
that  one  man  cou'd  not  difcern  ano- 
ther. Notwithflanding  which  they 
kept  on  their  way  ,  till  the  Guides 
having  advertis'd  Monfieur  Ae  Mayenne 
that  they  were  juft  upon  Vimory,  he 
fent  before  him  four  Cavaliers,  who 
found  neither  Sentinel  fet,  nor  Guard 
advane'd,  nor  Barrs  at  the  entry  of  the 
Town,  but  the  paflage  wholly  free. 
For  which  reafon,  drawing  off  a  little 
on  the  left  hand,  as  did  alfo  Monfieur 
de  Elbeuf  on  the  right  to  make  way 
for  the  Foot,  Monfieur  de  Guife  having 
given  the  fignal  to  the  Infantry,  the 
three  Battalions  entered  one  after  ano- 
ther into  the  great  Street  of  Viwory, 
where  the  Baggage  of  the  Reyters  lay. 
And  immediately  having  difpatctfd 
the  firfl  they  met,  before  they  cou'd 
fo  much  as  ask  the  Word,  they  entered 
the  Houfes  on  both  fides  the  Street , 
killing  all  the  Germans  whom  they 
found  :  fome  of  them  at  their  Supper, 
fome  in  bed,  and  fetting  on  fire  the 
Granaries  and  Cellars  to  confume  thole 
who  abfeonded  in  them, 

This 
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This  Execution  laded  for  half  ari 
hour,  during  which  they  Hill  went  for- 
ward, firing  the  Houfes  as  they  pafs'd 
along,  which  being  at  fome  diftance 
from  each  other,  cou'd  not  fpread  the 
flames  either  fo  faft,  or  fo  far  as  they 
defir'd.  And  in  the  mean  time  the 
Souldiers  tempted  with  the  fight  of 
the  Reyters  Wagons,  inftead  of  flay- 
ing to  plunder  till  they  had  comple- 
ted the  vidory,  as  their  duty  is  on 
the  like  occafions,  fell  upon  the  Bag- 
gage in  a  hurry,  and  loaded  them- 
Mves  with  the  richeft  part  of  the  boo- 
ty. This  gave  leifure  to  the  Baron  of 
Dona^  who  was  lodgd  at  the  farther 
end  of  the  Town,  to  get  on  Horfe- 
back  and  rally  fix  or  ieven  Cornets, 
with  which  he  made  fliew  of  advan- 
cing againft  the  Foot,  who  feeing  him 
coming  on,  made  ready  to  receive 
him,  and  forfook  their  plunder  $  at 
the  fame  time  calling  out  to  their  Horfe 
to  enter  and  fuftain  them. 

This  their  Outcry  caus'd  two  con- 
trary effefts,  which  occafion'd  two 
great  skirmiflies,  foi;  on  the  one  fide 
the  ^aron  fearing  if  he  pafs'd  forward 
in  the  great  Street,  through  the  Flames 

and 
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and  Wagons  with  which  it  was'  in-  ^"^J*j^ 
cumber'd,  that  he  fhou'd  cxpofe  him- 
felf  without  defence  to  the  Shot  of 
the  Infantry,  turn'd  on  the  right  hand 
to  another  Street  adjoyning  on  the 
Plain ;  on  the  other  fide  the  Duke  of 
May6nne%  who  had  taken  on  the  left 
hand  out  of  the  Burrough,  coafting 
the  Foot,  having  heard  their  cry,  ad- 
vanced precipitately  before  his  Squa- 
dron, who  prefently  loft  fight  of  him 
in  the  dark,  and  ibllow'd  onely  by 
threefcore  Men  of  Arms,  put  on  at 
a  gallop  to  the  fuccour  of  the  Foot, 
through  the  fame  Street,  at  the  entry 
of  which  he  rancounter'd  the  Baron 
with  hisgrofsof/tey/dTj,  wHich  charg'd 
him  with  extreme  fury. 

Never  was  there  ittw  a  Combat 
more  unequal  or  more  fharp.  The 
Baron,  who  was  exceeding  brave,  dis- 
cerning this  Cavalry,  whofe  number 
he  cou'd  not  diflinguifli  in  the  dark, 
rode  up  to  him  who  was  mounted  on 
the  white  Horfe  at  the  head  of  thofe 
Cavaliers,  and  fir'd  his  Piftol  as  he 
thought  at  the  fight  of  his  Helmet ; 
but  it  carried  no  higher  than  the  Chin- 
piece.     'Twas  the  Duke  of  Mayenne, 

T  who 
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who  at  the  fame  time  (truck  with  his 
full  force  upon  his  head,  and  fwept 
off  a  good  cantle  of  the  skin  •  after 
which  both  the  one  and  the  other  pur- 
fumg  his  point,  the  Baron  with  his 
fecond  Piilol  kili'd  Rouvroy  who  bore 
the  Duke's  colours,  and  puii'd  them 
from  nim  ;  and  the  Duke  well  fecon- 
ded  by  thofe  few  brave  men  who  ac- 

¥ 

companied  him,  at  laft  broke  through 
this  grofs  of  feven  Cornets,  having 
loll  ieventeen  Gentlemen  in  the  fight 
which  coil  the  lives  of  fourfcore  Rey- 
ters. 

After  this  there  happening  a  great 
Storm  which  feparated  the  Comba- 
tants, the  reft  of  the  Reyters  being 
now  gotten  on  Horfeback,  and  there 
being  fome  danger,  left  the  other  Quar- 
ters which  had  already  taken  the 
Alarm  fhou'd  fall  upon  them  before 
day,  the  Duke  of  Guife  order'd  them 
to  found  the  retreat.  He  made  it  very 
fortunately  to  Montargu,  in  the  fame 
order,  in  which  he  came;  and  brought 
back  his  Souldiers  inrich'd  with  the 
booty  which  they  had  taken  from  the 
Rejters,  who  loll  in  thisoccafion  near 
a  thoufand  Men  betwixt  Souldiers  and 

Servants, 
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Servants,  a  confiderable  part  of  Am.  1587- 
their  Baggage,  aiKl  above  twelve  hun-  ^^^^ 
dred  Hones,  on  which  twelve  hun- 
dred Foot  were  mounted  in  their  re- 
turn to  Montargis :  and  what  moll 
mortifi'd  the  Baron,  two  Camels  which 
he  had  defign  d  to  prefent  the  King 
of  Navarre;  and  the  Kettle  Drums 
that  are  carried  before  the  General 
as  a  mark  of  Honour,  the  lofs  of 
which  is  accounted  to  be  more 
fliamefulj,  than  that  of  his  own  Stan- 
dard. 

Though  this  Victory  was  not  very 
great,  yet  it  drew  after  it  important 
confequences  :  and  made  way  by  the 
;  dangerous  eflfe&s  which  it  had,  to  the 
total  mine  of  their  Army.  The  Rey- 
ters  who  had  foil  the  better  half  of 
their  Baggage  ,  mutined  afrefh,  de- 
manding their  Pay,  and  threatning  to 
retire  in  cafe  they  were  not  fatisfied, 
which  wTas  not  poffibly  to  be  done. 
The  Swiff ers  fent  their  Deputies  to  the 
King,  to  negotiate  their  return;  and 
the  matter  wrent  fo  far  that  the  Duke 
oiEfpernon,  who  led  the  Vanguard  of 
the  Royal  Army,  concluded  the  Trea- 
ty with  them :    by  which  the  King 

T  z  was 
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was  oblig  d  to  pay  them  four  hundred 
thbufand  Crowns,  and  to  grant  them 
a  free  paflage  into  their  own  Court- 
trey. 

The  Lanfquenets,  whom  the  fatigues 
of  fo  tedious  a  march  had  reducd  to  a 
very  ill  condition,  were  alfo  thinking 
of  feme  means  to  obtain  the  liberty  of 
going  home.  The  Baron  of  Dona  de- 
cri'd  on  all  fides  for  his  extreme  neg- 
ledt  in  not  providing  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  Quarters,  had  wholly  loft  his  au- 
thority amongft  them ;  and  the  French 
who  conducted  them  being  con- 
tinually reproached  with  the  unlaithfol- 
nefs  of  their  promifes,  were  aiham'd  to 
fhew  their  heads. 

But  at  laft,  the  certain  news  of  the 
•great  Vi&ory  obtained  by  the  King  of 
Navarre,  and  the  hope  which  confe- 
quently  they  had,  that  he  wou  d  fpee- 
dily  appear,  with  his  vi&orious  Ar- 
my/ together  with  the  arrival  of  the 
Prince  of  Conty,  whom  he  fent  before 
to  command  them  in  his  place,  till  he 
ihou  d  himfelf  come  up,  reftor'd  their 
courage,  and  caus'd  a  general  rejoy- 
cing  in  the  whole  Army.  And  be- 
caufe  the  King's  Forces  were  gone  to 

encamp 
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encamp  at  Bornicval,   to  cut  off  their 
way,  and  hinder   them  from  defen- 
ding lower  by  the  Countrcy  of  Van* 
dome,    towards  the  Loire ,   they  took 
a  resolution  to  change  their  Road,  and 
to  march  upwards  towards  the  fource 
of  that  River,   according  to  the  King 
of  Navarre  s  requeft.     But  feeing  they 
were  atthat  time  in  good  Quarters,  in 
the  heart  of  Beauce,   and  neighbour- 
hood of  Chartres ,    they  deferr'd  for 
ibme  days  the  departure  of  the  Army. 
And    that  gave  opportunity   to  the 
Duke  of  Guifey    to  accomplifh  at  lait 
with  fo  much  glory  the  execution  of 
his  defign,  by  tiie  famous  defeat  of  the 
Reyters  at  Auneau,  which  was  imme- 
diately fucceeded  by  the  total  rout  of 
that  formidable  Army. 

That  Prince,who  fome  few  days  af- 
ter the  Combat  of  Vimory  had  retir'd 
to  Montereau-faut-Tonne,  as  if  he  had 
turned  his  back  upon  the  Germans  f\7ho 
at  the  fame  time  enter'd  into  Beauce, 
and  without  caring  what  conftru&i* 
ons  might  be  made  of  his  retreat, 
which  rais'd  a  very  odd  report  coi> 
cerning  him,  there  refrelh'd  his  Men, 
for  ten  or  twelve  days  together  ,•  and 
T  3  difmifs'd 
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Ann.  1587.  difmifs'd  from  thence  the  Dukes  of 
Mayenne  and  Aumale  with  ail  their 
Troups,  into  their  feveral  Govern- 
ments of  Bufgundy  and  Picardy,  a- 
gainft  which  he  imagined  the  Ene- 
mies of  his  Houfe  had  forae  defign ; 
After  which,  though  he  had  remaining 
in  his  little  Army  no  more  than  twelve 
hundred  Horfe ,  and  betwixt  three 
and  four  thoufand  Foot,  he  put  him- 
felf  according  to  his  cuftome  in  pur* 
fuit  of  the  Enemy,  who  marclVd  ex- 
ceeding flowly,  and  ceas'd  not  from 
haraffing  them,  till,  (before  he  came 
up  with  the  Army  of  the  King,  who 
prefs'd  him  extremely  to  a  conjuncti- 
on,) he  found  an  occafion  of  perfor- 
ming what  he  had  fo  long  time  pur- 
posed, to  carry  their  head  Quarters, 
by  making  himfelf  matter  of  the  place 
which  furniflrd  them  with  vi&uals. 
For  he  nothing  doubted  but  the  lofs  of 
that  wou'd  be  the  total  ruine  of  their 
Army ;  which  adion  he  perfornrd  in 
the  manner  which  I  am  going  to  re* 
late  briefly. 

Being  arriv'd  at  Efiampes  on  the 
eighteenth  of  November,  after  having 
for  fpme  days  coafted  the  Enemy  on 
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the  right,  the  next  Morning  he  fent  (^J^ 
the  Sieur  de la  Chafire  with  feven  or 
dght  hundred  Horfe  to  Dourdan ; 
irom  whence,  the  Sieur  de  Vins,  who 
commanded  the  Light  Horfe,  was  de- 
tach'd  to  make  difcovery  of  their  Quar- 
ters. This  he  performed  with  great 
exaftnefs,  and  after  fome  petty  skir- 
mifhes  wherein  he  had  the  advantage, 
he  underllood  from  fome  Prifoners 
which  he  hacl  taken,  that  they  were 
Quartered  at  large  in  five  or  fix  great 
Villages,  two  or  three  Leagues  beyond 
Chartres,  round  Attneau^  which  was 
the  quarter  of  the  Reyters. 

Auneau  is  a  great  Burrough  Town, 
or  little  City ,  inclos'd  onely  with 
Walls  of  fix  or  feven  foot  high,  without 
Ditches  any  way  confiderable ,  or 
Draw-bridges  at  the  Gates,  like  the 
other  Burroughs  of  La  Beauce :  On 
the  fide  of  this  Town  is  a  Marfli,  and 
a  broad  Lake,  from  w7hich  there  ifliies 
a  River  whofe  banks  are  planted  with 
Oilers  and  other  Trees  that  flourifli 
in  a  moid  foil :  'tis  indifferently  deep, 
and  not  eafie  to  be  pafs'd  unlefs  by  the 
Mills  and  Villages  which  were  pof- 
fefs'd  by  the  Enemy  for  more  than 
T  4  two 
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Amu\$%j.  two  Leagues  below  the  River,  which 
mixing  with  the  Lor  ray  empties  it  felf 
into  the  Eure\  near  Main  tenon ;  at 
one  end  of  the  Lake  there  is  a  Caufey, 
which  after  having  crofs'd  the  Marlli, 
is  terminated  at  a  little  Wood  and  a 
Warren,  right  overagainft  the  Gate 
of  the  Caftle  which  commands  the 
Town.  The  Caftle  it  felf  is  fair,  large, 
and  of  ftrehgth  fufEcient  to  defend  it 
felf  from  Storming,  having  in  it  a 
great  Baft  Court,  large  enoagh  to  draw 
up  the  Garrifon  in  Battalia  there  ,•  and 
which  is  feparated  from  the  Houfes  of 
the  Town  by  an  open  place  ;  fo  that 
no  approaches  can  be  made  without 
being  difcover'd.  As  foon  as  the  Ba- 
ron of  Dona  was  lodg'd  in  the  Bur- 
rough  into  wfiich  he  enter'd  without 
refinance,  the  Reyters  greedy  after 
pillage,  faifd  not  to  come  on  as  far  as 
the  Gate  of  the  Bafe  Court  belonging 
to  the  Caftle  ;  into  which  the  Inhabi- 
tants had  haftily  remov'd  the  belt  of 
their  Goods,  and  a  great  number  of 
their  Cattle  ,  which  thefe  Germans 
were  defirous  to  get  into  their  pofleffi- 
on.  But  they  were  repuls'd  with  vol- 
leys ofMufquetShot,  which  laid  three 
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or  four  of  them  upon  the  ground.  AmuijSi. 
On  this  the  Baron  difpatch'd  a  Trum- 
pet to  the  Captain  of  the  Cattle  with 
a  threatning  meilagc,  that  he  wou'd 
let  fire  on  all  things  in  his  way,  and 
beat  the  Caftle  about  his  ears  with  Ar- 
tillery, for  which  he  wou'd  immedi- 
ately fend,  in  cafe  he  defifted  not  from 
Shooting.  But  the  Captain  who  was 
a  Gafcon^  and  held  the  Caftle  for  the 
King,  anfwer'd  with  a  Bravade,  after 
the  manner  of  his  Countrey-men ;  and 
let  the  Baron  know  by  his  Trum- 
pet, that  he  fear'd  neither  him  nor  his 
Artillery  ;  and  that  if  his  people  made 
any  more  fo  near  approaches  to  the 
Caftle ,  he  wou  d  fpare  neither  for 
Powder  nor  Ball  to  let  them  going  as 
he  had  done  before.  This  was  all  the 
Parlee  that  Was  betwixt  them,  with- 
out any  manner  of  ingagement  on  the 
Gafcoris  pkrt,  (  though  fome  have  o- 
therwife  reported  )  that  he  wou'd  at- 
tempt nothing  againft  thofe  trouble- 
some Guefts,  who  were  lodg'd  in  his 
Town  againft  his  will.  Accordingly 
to  fecure  their  lives  againft  a  man  of 
the  Captain's  humour,  the  Reyters 
barricado'd  themfeives,  and  fet  (Irons 

Guar  cfs 
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Am.  1*87.  Guards  at  the  Avenues,  from  whence 
there  is  a  paflage  into  the  two  great 
Streets  which  make  the  length  of  the 
Burrough.  After  which  believing  them- 
felves  to  be  now  in  fafety,  they  took 
their  eafe  with  profound  fecurity,  for 
feven  or  eight  days  together,  during 
which  the  feafon  of  new  Wines  being 
juft  come  in,  and  the  Vintage  of  that 
year  exceeding  plentiful!,  they  fell  to 
ply  the  Bottle,   and  to  celebrate  the 
King  of  Navarre's  Vi&ory,  and  the 
Prince  of  Contys  arrival,  with  all  forts 
of  merriments,   and  particularly  with 
drunkennefs,  toping  after  their  Coun- 
trey  fafhion,  night  and  day  to  the  good 
health  of  the  two  Princes. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Guife, 
whofe  head  was  perpetually  working 
how  he  might  furprife  them,  having 
receiv'd  the  Plan  of  their  Quarters 
from  the  Sieur  de  Vins^  who  had  been 
there  in  perfon  to  take  the  View,  re- 
folv'd  to  attaquethem  in  Auneau.  To 
this  effe£fc  he  negotiated  fodextroufly 
with  the  Captain  of  the  Caftle,  that 
after  many  difficulties,  which  were 
fyrmounted  by  the  large  promifes,  and 
great  liberality  of  that  Prince,  who 

after 
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after  the  example  of  Alexander  gave  ^^1**J*J 
all  away,  and  referv'd  nothing  to  him- 
felf  but  onely  the  hope  of  accomplish- 
ing his  enterprifes,  the  Gafcon,  who 
had  no  quarrel  to  a  Bag  of  Money, 
came  at  lafl  to  a  conclufion  with  him 
upon  that  point  in  the  World,  in 
which  a  wary  Governour  ought  to 
be  mod  nice ;  for  he  agreed  to  re- 
ceive his  Troups  into  the  Caftle, 
through  which  they  might  enter  into 
the  Town. 

He  had  advanc d  from  Efiampes  as 
far  as  Dourdan  on  Friday  the  twenti- 
eth of  November,  when  he  receivM 
this  comfortable  aflurance  ;  and  as  his 
little  Army  was  on  its  march,  on  the 
morrow  in  order  to  the  execution  of 
his  enterprife,  he  was  informed  that 
the  Enemies  had  difcover'd  it  by  ta- 
king a  Peafant  who  was  bringing  him 
a  Letter  from  the-  Governour.  This 
undoubtedly  was  capable  of  Making 
him  defift  from  farther  profecution  of 
it ;  and  ail  his  Captains  fo  advis'd  him. 
But  he  onely  deferr'd  it  for  two  days, 
till  he  was  affur'd  that  the  Reyters  were 
no  longer  on  their  Guard,  and  that 
they  flul  continued  their  Debauches, 

not 


284        The  Hi/lory  of  the  League. 

Ann.  1^87/  notwithftanding,  that  by  an  Ambuf- 
^—^-^  cade  he  had  cut  off  an  hundred,  or 
fix  fcore  of  the  braved  men  in  their 
whole  Anpy  ;  amongft  whom  ,  be- 
fides  thirty  five  Gentlemen  of  the  befl 
Houfes  in  Germany,  were  found  flain  a 
Count  o{ Mansfield,  and  one  allyed  to 
him,  who  was  Nephew  to  the  Arch- 
s.  Bifliop  of  Cologne  Gebhaird  Truchfes  , 

the  fame  perfon  who,  milled  by  a  blind 
affe&ion,  preferred  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fair  Chanoinefs  Agnes  de  Mansfield 
to  his  Elediorat  and  his  Religion , 
which  he  renouncd,  to  gain  the  liber- 
ty of  Marrying  her. 

The  Duke  being  then  refolv'd  to 
carry  on  his  Enterprife,  though  it  was 
objeded  to  him,  that  in  all  probabi- 
lity tha  Enemy  wou  d  not  have  lin- 
gered out  the  time  fo  long  at  Auneau, 
and  the  adjacent  places ,  but  out  of 
defign  to  draw  him  into  the  Plain  , 
over  which  he  mult  pafs  of  neceflity 
before  he  cou'd  reach  the  Town  ,•  gave 
Order  on  Monday  Night,  that  all 
iliou'd  be  in  readinefs  to  March  on 
Tuefday  the  four  and  twentieth  of 
November ,  which  was  precifely  the 
day  that  the  Germans  had  pitched  up- 
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on,  for  their  return  towards  the  Source 
of  the  River  Loire.  Yet  on  this  occa- 
fton  he  reli'd  not  fo  much  on  his  goc?d 
Fortune,  as  not  to  take  all  manner  of 
precautions  ,  and  particularly  neg- 
le<fted  not  that  of  Piety,  for  before  he 
departed  out  of  Dour  dan  on  his  March, 
he  did  his  Devotions  publiquely  at  the 
Church  ;  where  he  implor'd  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts  ,  for  the 
happy  fuccefs  of  his  undertaking. 

And  yet  farther ,  he  left  his  Almo- 
ner wTith  the  Clergy  ,  to  continue  all 
Night  their  Prayers  before  the  Holy 
Sacrament,  which  was  expos'd ;  and 
by  an  extravagant  Sally  of  Piety ,  did 
an  action  ,  no  ways  to  be  imitated, 
yet  excufeable  in  a  Prince ,  who  afted 
fincerely  ,  and  Cavalier-like  on  this 
occafion,  in  which  he  was  fo  far  from 
perceiving  the  lead  fliadow  of  ill,  that 
on  the  contrary  ,  without  fearching 
deep  into  the  matter  ,   he  believ'd  it 
acceptable  to  God.     For  he  ordain'd 
of  his  own  Authority,  that  every  Priefl 
that    Night    fhoud    Celebrate  three 
Mafles,  as  the  cuflome  is  todoe  before 
ChriflmasYivj.    And  thofe  well  mea- 
ning men  who  underftood  not  fomuch 

in 
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Am.  1587.  in  thofe  times  as  we  do  in  ours,  obey'd 
'him  Simply,  Devoutly,  and  without 
fcruple  :  And  it  may  charitably  be  be- 
lidv'd  that  God  who  heard  their 
Prayers  and  accepted  their  Sacrifice  , 
as  the  event  Efficiently  fhews,  was 
not  offended  at  what  they  did  Out  of 
their  fimplicity  and  without  reflexi- 
on. 

The  Duke  forearmed  in  this  manner, 
came  up  at  feven  of  the  Clock  in  the 
Evening,  to  the  Rendefvouz  ,  which 
he  had  given  to  his  Troups  ,  on  the 
far  fide  of  the  Wood  of  Dour  dan  ,  in 
an  open  plain,  where  according  to  his 
Orders ,  Monfteur  de  la  Chaftre,  Mar- 
fhal  of  the  Field,  had  drawn  them  up 
in  Battalia-  The  Sieur  de  Vins^  with 
three  hundred  Light  Horfe ,  was  at 
the  Head  of  this  little  Army.  The 
Sieur  de  la  Chaftre  followed  him,  with 
his  Squadron  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred Men  at  Arms  :  and  the  Dukes  of 
Guife  and  of  Elleuffiiftzm'd  them  on 
the  right  and  the  left  with  their  two 
Squadrons,  corififling  each  of  them, 
of  about  three  hundred  Horfe.  The 
Infantry  divided  into  four  Battalions 
under  the  Colonels. ,  Joannes ,  Pontje- 

nac* 
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mcy  Bourg ,  and  Gie  ,  was  rang'd  on  ^^fir 
the  right  hand  of  the  Cavalry  ,  which 
cover'd  it  from  the  Enemy,  who  coud 
not  pollibly  approach  them ,   but  on 
the  left  hand  in  a  large  Plain  ,  where 
there  was  neither  Tree  nor  Bufli ,  nor 
Hedge  for  their  defence.  They  March'd 
in  this  order  during  almoft  all   the 
Night,  which  was  fo  extremely  dark, 
that  wandring  about  from  time   to 
time,  they  arrived  not  till  four  in  the 
Morning  within  a  Mile  of  Auneauy  in 
a  Valley  at  one  end  of  the  Caufey, 
which  led  them  to  the  Poflern  Gate  of 
the  Caftle,  juft  bordering  upon  the 
Warren,  till  La  Chafire  who  advanced 
before  the  reft ,   came  back  and  re- 
ported that  he  had  heard  the  Trum- 
pets of  the  Enemy- 

The  reafon  of  it  was,  that  the  Ar- 
my was  that  day  preparing  to  remove 
their  Quarters ,  but  there  was  fome 
reafon  to  apprehend ,  that  they  had 
had  intelligence  of  the  Duke's  March. 
For  thiscaufe,  that  Prince  who  was 
advancd  too  far  to  retire,  and  who 
was  abfolutely  bent  toAttacque  the 
Germans ,  whether  they  were  ad- 
vertise or  not,  and  to  prevent  them, 

made 
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made  his  Infantry  pafs  the  Caufey  in 
File,  and  himfelf  led  them  ,  without 
the  leaft  notice  taken  by  the  Enemy, 
to  the  Poftern  Gate  which  was  opend 
to  him,  and  which  his  Men  entered, 
as  before  in  File:  chearfully  exhorting 
the  Souldiers  and  Officers  to  doe  well, 
and  to  make  themfelves  Matters  of  the 
rich  Booty  which  was  waiting  for 
them  ,  meaning  the  Baggage  of  the 
Reyters.  After  this  retiring  to  his 
Cavalry  which  attending  his  return 
had-  made  a  halt  at  the  end  of  the 
Marfli ;  he  went  to  difpofe  his  four 
Squadrons  in  the  Plain  round  about 
theBurrough,  to  receive,  and  cut  in 
pieces  thofe  who  fliou'd  bolt  for  their 
fafety  into  the  Fields. 

In  the  mean  time,  Captain  St.  Paul, 
having  left  in  the  Caftle  as  many  men 
as  he  thought  fufficient  to  fecure  his 
retreat,  if  he  were  driven  *o  it ,  was 
defcended  into  the  Bafe  Court,  where 
he  gave  out  his  Orders  for  the  At- 
tacque  in  this  following  manner. 
Himfelf  took  on  the  left  hand ,  at  the 
Head  of  five  or  fix  hundred  Arquebu* 
fiers,  to  charge  into  the  great  Street, 
where    the  Baron  of  Dona  ky  :   He 

plac'd 
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plac'd  on  the  right  hand  five  hundred  Ann-  »5^* 
more  of  the  Regiment  of  Pontfenacy 
Commanded  by  their  Colonel,  to  enter 
the  Burrough  by  the  other  Street. 
He  order cl  tour  hundred  to  {land  in 
Battalia  in  the  Baft  Court ,  to  iuftain 
and  to  relieve  the  firft,  and  Comman- 
ded before  him  three  or  four  hundred 
with  the  Forelorn  Hope  to  make  the 
Van  :  leaving  Orders  with  thofe  who 
ftay'd  behind,  that  as  foon  as  the  At- 
taeque  was  begun ,  they  flioii'd  flip 
betwixt  the  Walls  and  the  Houfes  ,  to 
feize  the  Gates  ,  where  there  were 
neither  Guard  nor  Centry;  fo  little 
had  the  Baron  profited  by  that  Leflbn 
which  he  had  taken  out  at  Vimory , 
where  he  had  been  furpris'd  by  the 
like  negligence. 

Things  being  difpos'd  in  this  man- 
ner, and  the  great  Gate  of  the  Bafe 
Court  opend,  by  removing  of  the 
Earth  about  it,  the  Forelorn  Hope  put 
themfelves  into  the  Van ,  juft  at  the 
break  of  day,  in  that  fpace  which  is 
betwixt  the  Caflle  and  the  Town , 
where  they  found  about  fifty  Horfe- 
men  of  the  Enemy ,  appointed  for  the 
Guard  of  the  Barricades,  who  running 

V  together 
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together  at  the  Noife  which  was  made, 
received  themfo  warmly,  and  repulsed 
them  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  being 
affrighted  to  fee  themfelves  without 
Cavalry  to  fupport  them ,  they  re- 
treated as  far  as  the  Gate.  But  Cap- 
tain St.  Paul  coming  up  at  that  point 
of  time  ,  and  the  reft  following  him, 
pufh'd  them  forward  upon  the  Enemy, 
crying  out  as  loud  as  he  cou'd,  to  thofe 
who  were  remaining  in  the  Bafe  Court, 
that  they  fliou  d  Fire  without  mercy, 
on  all  thofe  who  gave  back  one  foot 
of  Ground-  But  that  which  had 
more  effect  on  thofe  frighted  Soul- 
diers  than  this  terrible  Command  ,  or 
than  the  inevitable  danger  of  prefent 
Death,  in  cafe  they  recoyl'd,  was  the 
example  of  that  Brave  Captain  and  all 
his  Officers,  who  detaching  themfelves 
from  their  feveral  Companies ,  came 
up  to  the  Front  againft  the  Enemy. 

For  after  having  repuls'd  thofe  Horfe- 
rnen,  who  were  loon  difmounted  and 
kilfd,  by  the  Vollies  of  ihot ,  which 
were  pour'd  in  upon  them  furioufly 
by  the  Souldiers  who  followed  their 
Officers,  thofe  Gallant  men  gave  on 
with  fo  much  courage  againft  the  Bar- 
ricades, 
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ricades,  that  having  forcd,  broken  Atm  t.B_ 
and  overturn  d  them  in  a  moment,  and 
flain  the  Guards  who  Were  to  maintain 
them  ,  the  whole  body  of  Infantry 
fpread  themfelves  like  an  impetuous 
torrent  on  both  fides  of  the  Streets  , 
and  without  flopping  at  the  Pillage,  as 
they  had  done  before  at  Vimory ,  they 
kilfd  all  within  diftahce  of  their  flidt; 
pelting  down  the  poor  Germans  ,  as 
they  came  dropping  out  of  their  Quar- 
ters half  afleep ,  flaggering  with 
Drunkennefs,and  half  Naked  jfome  with 
their  Piflols  in  their  hands ,  arid  fome 
onely  with  their  Swords ,  not  able  to 
get  within  reach  of  their  Enemies  , 
who  having  all  manner  of  advantage 
over  them ,  deflroy'd  them  at  their 
eafe  ,  and  without  iharing  any  part  of 
the  danger  with  them. 

Thole  of  them  who  were  already 
got  on  Horfeback  to  depart ,  being 
without  poflibility  of  drawing  up  in* 
to  a. Squadron,  or  marching  orderly 
againfl  the  Enemy,  in  thole  Streets 
incumbered  with  fo  many  Carriages  all 
harnefsd,  were  flain  the  more  eafily^ 
becaufe  they  flood  like  fo  many  Marks 
to  the  Mufquetiers,  from  whofe  {hat 

V  %  they 
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^^1587.  they  had  no  means  of  fhelter.  And 
'  this  encumberment,  fo  fatal  to  them, 
ferv'd  the  Catholiques  inftead  of  a  Ram- 
part >  from  whence  they  fir'd  upon 
them  without  danger  ,  and  almoft 
Without  lofing  one  fingle  fhot. 

In  the  defperate  condition  to  which 
thefe  Rejters  were  reduc'd,  they  cou'd 
find  but  one  remedy  to  find  covert 
from  this  raging  Tempeft,  which 
they  faw  come  pouring  on  their  Heads, 
which  was  as  fpeedily  as  they  cou  d, 
to  gain  the  Gates,  that  afterwards  they 
might  either  rally  in  the  Fields,  or  fave 
themfelves  in  their  other  Quarters. 
But  running  thither  tumultuoufly  in  a 
crowd,  they  found  them  to  be  already 
feiz'dby  theSouldiersof  Joannes y  who 
drove  them  back,  by  firing  conti- 
nually upon  them  with  their  Mus- 
quets  :  So  that  fome  of  them  , 
unable  to  doe  any  thing  more, 
for  their  own  fafety,  fuffer'd  them- 
felves to  be  miferably  cut  in  pieces, 
others  returning  from  whence  they 
came ,  threw  themfelves  into  the 
thickeft  of  their  purfuers ,  that  they 
might  at  lead  have  the  fad  comfort,  of 
dying  Honourably  like  Souldiers  with 

their 
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their  Weapons  in  their  hands.  Some  f"^[*^; 
of  them  were  hidden  in  their  Lodg- 
ings,  from  whence  the  fire  made  them 
bolt  half  roafted  ,  and  fell  into  the 
hands  ofthofe,  who  thought  it  a  deed 
of  charity  to  difpatch  them  out  of 
their  pain,  confidering  the  condition 
in  which  they  faw  them.  Some  there 
were  alfo ,  who  Aiding  down  from 
the  Walls,  thought  to  preferve  them- 
felves  by  running  crofs  the  Fields  and 
Marflies  ,  but  the  Cavalry  foon  o- 
vertook  them ,  and  cut  them  all  in 
pieces. 

In  conclufion,  of  all  who  were 
Quarter'd  in  that  Burrough  ,  I  find 
there  was  onely  the  Baron  of  Dona , 
with  ten  or  twelve  in  his  Company 
who  efcap'd  ;  whether  by  means  of 
fome  Houfe  adjoining  to  the  Wall  , 
and  thence  by  fome  little  pathes  which 
he  found  in  the  Marfli ,  or  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Alarm,  through  one  of 
the  Gates,  which  the  Souldiers  of  Jo- 
annes had  not  yet  fhut  up.  The  reft 
were  either  kill'd  or  taken,  when,  af- 
ter the  heat  of  that  bloudy  Execution 
was  over,  which  lafted  but  for  half  an 
hour,  there  was  no  more  refiflance 
V  3  made 
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made.  In  this  manner  was  the  defeat 
of  the  Reyters  at  Auneau  ,  where, 
i  without  the  lofs  of  one  fingte  man  to 
'the  Conquerours,  there  were  about 
three  thoufand  Germans  kill'd  up- 
on  the  place ,  and  five  hundred  Pri- 
soners made  ,  without  reckoning 
into  the  number  one  of  their  Com- 
panies ,  which  running  from  the 
Neighbouring  Quarters  to  the  fuccour 
of  their  Fellows  ,  furrender'd  thern- 
felyes  cowardly  without  defence  ■  as 
foon  as  they  were  charg'd  in  the  open 
Field.  Befides  the  Cornet  of  the  Ge- 
neral, there  were  taken  nine  or  ten  o- 
ther  Colours  ,  which  the  Duke  of 
Guife  fent  away  immediately  to  the 
King.  All  the  Baggage  and  Carriages 
loaded,  and  ready  harnefs'd  for  their 
March,  their  Arms,  their  Plate  ,  the 
Gold  Chains  of  their  Officers,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Booty  remained  to  the 
Vi&ou'rs  '•  and  the  Infantry  now  ex- 
alted into  Cavalry  ,  mounted  on  the 
Horfes  which  they  found  Bridl'd  and 
Saddf  d  to  their  hands ,  with  Piftols 
in  their  Holders  retunrd  as  it  were  in 
triumph  to  Eftawpes ,  whither  alfo  the 
puke  of  Guife  came  imrnediaeely  upon 
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his  Vi&ory,  which  was  attended  with  ^^Ji2l 
all  thofe  happy  confequences  he  had 
forefeen. 

For  there  fell  fo  great  a  confterna- 
tion  into  that  fliatter'd  Army ,  which 
after  the  defeat  had  rallied  within  a 
League  of  Auneau,  that  the  poor  Baron 
otDona^  whatfoever  reafonshealledg'd 
to  fortify  his  opinion ,  cou'd  never  in- 
duce the  Heads  of  it  to  go  immediate- 
ly and  invert  the  Cathollques  ,  who 
dreaming  on  nothing  but  the  Pillage, 
might  eafily  be  furpns'd  j  incompafs'd, 
and  confequently  defeated,  and  all  ta- 
ken or  kill'd,  in  that  hurry  of  difor- 
der.  But  far  from  harkning  to  any 
fuch  advice  ,  the  Swijfers  throughly 
frightened  by  this  fecond  misfortune, 
much  greater  than  the  firft,  extremely 
weakened ,  and  their  numbers  wafted 
by  the  Fatigues  of  a  three  Months 
March,  feparated  themfelves  from  the 
body  of  the  Army ,  and  after  having 
accepted  of  the  conditions  which  the 
King  had  granted  them ,  put  them- 
felves on  the  way  of  returning  into 
their  own  Countrey. 

Thofe  few  Rcyters  which  were  yet 

remaining  in  that  Army,  and  the  Lan- 
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#^1587.  fqttenets  reduc'd  to  a  pitifull  condi- 
tion ,  followed  their  example  within 
four  or  five  days  afterwards.    They 
found   themfelves  on  the  one  fide  , 
purfu'd  by  the  Vanguard  of  the  King's 
Army,  under  the  condud  of  the  Duke 
of  Efpernon^  and  on  the  other  by  the 
Duke  of  Quife ;  whom  the  Marquis 
du  Font  had  reinforced  with  three  or 
four  thoufand  Italian  Horfe  ,  which 
the  Duke  of  Lor  rain  had  given  order 
to  levy  at  the  beginning  of  the  Wan 
They  had  been  informed  that  the  Sieur 
deMandelot^  Governour  of  Lyons  ^  was 
come  out  with  five  or  fix  thoufand 
men  to  cut  off  their  paflage;  and  they 
were  reduc'd  after  the  defeat  of  Aune- 
au^  by  frequent  defertipns,  by  ficknefs, 
and  by  the  toils  of  their   long  Mar- 
ches, to  a  very  inconfiderable  number, 
without  Vi&uals ,  Ammunition  and 
Saggage,  and  almoft  without  Arms, 
and  hopelefs  of  efcaping  from  the  midil 
pf  fo  many  enemies  by  whom  they  were 
on  every  fide  incompafs'd.     Thus  the 
Jaft  neceflity  forc'd  them  in  conclufi- 
pn  to  accept  of  the  Treaty  which  by 
permiffion    from  the  King  was   ftill 
pfFer'd  them  by  the  Duke  of  Etymon* 

to 
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to  hinder  the  Duke  of  Guife  whom  he  £%**£* 
lov'd  not ,  from  the  Glory  of  having 
intirely  defeated  fo  great  a  multitude 
of  Foreigners. 

The  Conditions  were,  that  the  Lan- 
fquenets  ihou'd  deliver  up  their  Co- 
lours ;  that  the  Reyters  Ihou'd  carry 
away  theirs,  but  fur  I'd  up  and  put  in 
their  Portmantues.  That  the  French 
Proteftants  ihou'd  be  repoflefs'd  of 
their  Eftates,  but  that  they  Ihou'd  de- 
part the  Realm,  in  cafe  they  returnd 
not  into  the  Church  ,•  That  both  the 
oiae  and  the  other  ftiou  d  promife  ne- 
ver to  bear  Arms  againft  the  Service 
of  the  King  ,  and  that  his  Majefty 
wou'd  give  them  both  an  ample  fafe 
Condud:  and  a  Convoy,  to  pafs  in 
fafety  through  his  Dominions,  and  to 
his  Frontiers,  from  thence  every  man 
to  difpofe  of  himfelf  according  to  his 
own  liking. 

The  French  in  that  Army  us'd  their 
utmoft  endeavours  to  hinder  the  Ger- 
mans from  accepting  fuch  fliamefull 
conditions  ,  promifing  to  lead  them 
without  hazard  to  the  King  of  Na- 
varre's Army.  But  perceiving  that 
the  Strangers,  far  from  liftning  to  their 

Proportions, 
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had  defign'd  to  detain  them  as  Hofta- 
ges,  to  iecure  their  pay  ,  which  had 
been  fo  often  promised  without  effefr, 
they  fliifted  every  man  for  himfelf  as 
fecretly  as  he  cou'd ,  and  took  diffe- 
rent ways   to    avoid    purfuit.    The 
Prince  of  Conty  with  fourteen  or  fifteen 
Gentlemen,  ftruck  out  of  the  com- 
mon  Roads  into  by  pafTages,  and  re- 
tir  d  without  being  difcover'd  to  an 
Eftate  of  his  in  the  Countrey  of  Mayne. 
The  Duke  of  Bouillon  took  upon  the 
right  hand,  and  after  having  crofs'd 
through  Lionois  and  la  Brejfe  with  in- 
credible pains,   avoiding  continually 
the  High- ways ,  came  at  laft  to  Gene- 
va,  where  not  long  after  he  Died,  be- 
ing worn  out  with  the  Toils  he  had 
undergone  :  in  the  fame  manner  his 
Brother  the  Count  de  la  Mark  was  al- 
ready Dead,   during  their  March. at 
Ancy4e-Franc  in  Senonois.      The  reft 
of  the  Captains  retir  d  alfo  ,  flenderly 
attended  and  with  great  hazard  and 
trouble,  into  other  parts. 

There  was  onely  the  brave  ChaftiU 
Ion,  who  with  about  an  hundred  and 
twenty  Horfemen,  refolv'd  to  run  his 
Fortune,  and  abandoning  themfelves 

to 
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to  his  Condud,  piercd  with  great  re-  f^g?- 
folution  favour  d  by  Fortune  quite  * 
through  the  Troups  of  Mandelot ,  and 
all  theCountrey  oiLionois^  For  eft  ^  and 
Velay^  from  whence  they  came  pou- 
ring upon  him  on  all  fides,  at  the  found 
of  the  Larum  Bell,  which  they  rung 
in  all  the  Towns,  Burroughs  and  Vil- 
lages, and  arriv'd  atlafl  without  much 
lols  into  Vivarez^  where  he  had  flrong 
Places,  and  from  thence  into  Langue- 
Joc.  As  for  the  Lanfquenets  and  Ren- 
tersy  after  their  Treaty  concluded  and 
ftgn'd,  they  were  fplendidly  treated 
at  Marfigny  by  the  Duke  of  Efpernon^ 
who  gave  them  a  Convoy  of  fome 
Troups  of  men  at  Arms ,  and  Com- 
panies of  Foot,  to  fecure  them  as  far 
as  beyond  the  Saone,  which  they  were 
order 'd  to  pafs  at  Mafcon.  Yet  all  this 
prevented  not  the  lofs  of  a  great  part 
ofthefe  miferable  Germans ,  who  fal- 
ling Sick ,  or  flaying  behind  the  reft 
out  of  weaknefs,  or  being  at  too  great 
a  diftance  from  their  Convoy  ,  and 
fcatteringly  Quarter 'd,  had  their  throats 
Cut,  and  were  knocked  on  the  Head 
without  refiftance  and  without  mercy, 
by  the  Peafants  in  revenge  of  fo  many 

horrible 
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Amu^isSi.  horrible  infolences  which  thofe  Stran-* 
gers  had  committed  in  France. 

In  this  pitifull  condition  it  was 
that  the  Baron  of  Dona ,  and  Colonel 
Boucq^  who  were  the  onely  furvivours 
amongft  the  head  Officers  of  this  ru- 
in'dArmy,  being  arrived  on the  fron- 
tiers of  Savoy  y  implor'd  the  mercy  of 
that  Duke ;  who  that  he  might  lay  an 
obligation  on  the  German  Princes,  gave 
them  paflage  through  his  Eftates,  from 
whence  retiring  through  Swifferland 
they  got  into  Germany.  The  furprife  was 
incredible  to  behold  To  greatadefolati- 
on ,  and  fo  miferable  a  remnant  of  the 
greatelt  and  mod  flourifhing  Army  , 
which  at -any  time  had  beenfent  out  of  • 
that  Countrey  to  the  fuccour  of  the 
Huguenots  into  France.  For,  in  fine,  of 
twenty  thoufand  Swiffers,  nine  or  ten 
thoufand  Lanfquenets,  and  eight  thou- 
fand Reyters  ,  which  were  levi'd  for 
their  affiftance,  there  return  d  onely 
four  thoufand ,  betwixt  Mailers  and 
Servants  ,  of  whom  the  greateft  part 
contemned  and  whooted  at  by  their 
own  Countreymen,  furviv'd  not  their 
misfortunes  any  long  time  after  ,•  but 
died  as  much  of  fliame  and  ibrrow,  as 

of 
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of  the  difeafes  which  they  had  con-  ^^&L 
traded  by  fo  many  hardfhips  which 
thev  had  undergone,  in  fo  long  and  fo 
unfortunate  ah  expedition. 

The  Duke  of  Guife  ,  |nd  the  Mar- 
quis du  Pent,  who  after  rhe  departure 
of  thefe  wretches  out  of  France  ,  had 
followed  them  almoft  as  far  as  Geneva, 
underftanding  by  Letters  from  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  y  that  he  had  taken  them 
into  his  Prote&ion ,  abandon  d  them 
to  their  ill  fortune ,  which  perfecuted 
them  worfe  than  even  their  Enemies 
cou'd  have  wiih'd.  After  which,  in 
order  to  refrefh  their  Troups ,  which 
excepting  onely  the  Italians  laflarriv'd, 
had  extremely  fuffer'd  during  four 
Months,in  which  they  followed  and  con- 
tinually harras'd  the  Proteftant  Army, 
they  put  them  into  Quarters  ,  in  the 
fmall  territory  of  the  Count  of  Mont- 
lelliard ,  one  of  the  principal  Au- 
thours  of  this  Expedition,  who  had  in- 
ftigated  the  Reyters  to  take  Arms. 
There  it  was  that  the  Souldiers  ,  to 
whom  too  much  licence  was  permit- 
ted, reveng'd  themfelves  without  mer- 
cy (by  all  manner  of  Excefs,  Rapine 
and  Cruelty  r  Plundring  ,    Burning, 
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Maflaering  and  Spoiling, )  ofallthofe 
mifchiefs  which  the  Germans  ,  whbfe 
example  they  ought  not  to  have 
followed  had  caiis'd  the  Isorrainers  to 
fuffer. 

This  greatfVl&ory  obtain  d  againft 
fo  jx>werfull  an  Army  ,  without  cod- 
ing almoft  any  thing,  was  certainly 
mod  Glorious ,  but  withall  mod  fatal 
and  unfortunate  to  France  ;  through 
the  extreme  malice,  and  infupportable 
infolence  of  the  Leaguers ,  who  took 
advantage  from  thence,  to  raife  their 
Idol  to  the  Skyes ;  at  the  fame  time, 
infinitely  debating  him  who  was  God's 
Lieutenant,  and  his  living  Image  in 
France  ,  by  the  indelible  character  of 
Royalty,  The  whole  City  of  Paris 
echo'd  from  fide  to  fide,  with  loud 
acclamations  of  the  Duke  of  Guife  : 
Iri  private  Families,  in  publique  places, 
in  the  Palace,  and  in  the  Schools  of 
the  Univerfity,  in  the  Churches ,  and 
Pulpits  of  the  Preachers ,  they  dif- 
Cours'd  of  nothing  but  the  defeat  of  the 
Reytersy  and  that  too  as  of  a  Miracle, 
which  they  wholly  and  folely  attribu- 
ted to  him  ,•  comparing  him  to  Mofes, 
and  Gideon,  and  David  the  deftroyer 
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of  the  FhiliJUns,  and  in  Ihort,  to  eve-  Ann^^J' 
ry  Heroe  of  the  Scriptures.  And  in 
the  mean  time,  far  from  commending 
as  they  ought  in  duty ,  what  the  King 
had  performed  with  fo  muchCondudfc 
and  Valour  ,  in  hindring  the  Germans 
from  palling  the  Loire ',  they  wTent  on 
withdreadfull  malice  ,  to  charge  him 
with  horrible  calumnies,  and  that  with 
fo  much  the  more  infolence,  as  he  had 
teftified  remifnefs  and  pusillanimity, 
when  it  was  his  duty  to  have  inflided 
fevere  punifhments  on  thofe  abomi- 
nable Villains ,  wrho  three  or  four 
months  before,  had  the  impudence  to 
publilh  and  tojuftifie  them  with  a  high 
hand  in  Paris. 

For  Prevoji  the  Curate  of  St.  Seve- 
rin  ,  one  of  the  molt  Seditious  and 
moft  impudent  fellows  of  the  Age  , 
having  dar'd  to  fay  in  one  of  his  Ser- 
mons, that  the  Ring  (whom  he  accus'd 
after  the  example  of  the  Sixteen  ,  to 
have  call'd  in  the  Reyters  on  purpofe 
to  deftroy  the  Catboliques^  was  a  Ty- 
rant, and  an  enemy  of  God  ,  and  of 
his  Church;  Bujfyy  leClerc,  and Cruce 
plac'd  themfelves  in  Arms ,  about  the 
partages  of  the  Parifh  ,  to  fecure  the 

Curate 
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Aiw^i&t.  Curate  from  being  apprehended,  and 
put  in  Cuftody.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  Curate  of  St.  Bennet ,  John  Bou- 
cher y  the  moft  violent  of  all  the  Lea- 
guers ,  having  caused  the  Alarm-Bell 
to  be  rung  in  his  Church,  all  the  rab- 
ble who  came  running  in,  from  about 
the  Univerfity ,  with  Arms  in  their 
hands  to  their  affiflaiice,  fell  upon  the 
Commiflaries ,  the  Serjeants  and  the 
Archers,  whom  the  Lieutenant  Civiffy 
and  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Grand  Pro- 
vofi  had  brought  to  feize  them,  and 
drove  them  back*  well  loaded  with  ill 
Language  and  with  knocks ,  beyond 
the  Bridges.  And  then  as  if  they  had 
atchiev'd  fome  glorious  Vidtory  ,  in 
pitch'd  Battel  againft  the  King  himfelf, 
(Vho  inftead  of  Marching  his  Regi- 
ment of  Guards,  to  have  laid  hold  on 
the  Mutineers  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Tumult,  was  weak  enough  to  refirain 
and  conceal  his  juft  indignation ,  fo 
far  as  even  to  flatter  and  cajoll  them,) 
the  Sixteen  in  fign  of  Triumph  after 
fo  famous  an  exploit ,  ordain  d  that 
this  day  which  was  the  third  of  Sep- 
tember y  fhou'd  henceforth  be  calf  d  the 
happy  day  of  St.  Sever  in. 

Now 
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Now  as  they  were  become  more  info-  **££*** 
lent  through  the  impunity  of  fo  great  a  t 
crime,  and  by  the  defeat  of  the  Reytcrsy 
their  Preachers  animated  with  the  Spirit 
of  Rebellion,  made  it  their  bufinefs  to 
infpire  it  more  furioufly  than  ever  into 
the  people ,  lhamelefly  affirming  in 
their  publique  Sermons,  that  the  King, 
who  had  invited  the  Reyters  into 
France ,  being  now  grown  defperate 
to  fee  his  defign  ruin  d,  by  the  Victo- 
ries which  the  Duke  of  Guife  had  ob- 
tain d  over  them ,  had  hinder'd  the 
great  Defender  of  their  Religion  from 
cutting  in  pieces  the  remainder  of  thofe 
Heretiques,  that  the  Duke of Efperno*f 
their  known  Patron  and  Prote&our, 
had  fnatch'd  them  out  of  his  hands  by 
order  from  his  Mafter,and  by  a  Treaty 
which  he  had  made  with  them,  to  af- 
ford them  the  means  of  putting  them- 
felves  in  a  condition  of  returning  once 
more  into  France.  And  the  bufinefs 
went  fo  far,  that  the  Spirit  of  Revolt, 
C  which  thole  Guides  of  Confciences , 
thofe  ConfeiTours  and  Preachers  ought 
-  0  combat  with  all  their  force ,  as  be- 
ing  diredly  oppofite  to  the  Gofpel , 
which  teaches  nothing  but  Obedience 
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and  Submitfion  to  lawfull  Powers,) 
was  not  onely  infpird  into  the  people 
#in  private  difcourfes ,  in  confeffions 
and  in  Sermons,  but  alfo  in  fome  man- 
ner authorised  by  the  Sorlonne. 

I  believe  not  that  I  can  be  taxed 
with  any  want  of  refped  to  that  vene- 
rable Body,  becaufe  when  occafion  has 
been  given  me  ,  which  has  happen  d 
more  than  once,  in  divers  of  my  .Works, 
I  have  not  been  wanting  in  thofe  due 
commendations ,  which '  the  truth  it 
felf,  to  which  I  am  entirely  devoted, 
has  drawn  from  my  Pen  :  But  by  the 
fame  obligation  which  indifpenfibly 
binds  me  to  the  truth,  I  muft  fay  that 
in  fo  numerous  a  Company,  of  young 
and  old  Dodours  mix'd  together,  'tis 
impoffible  but  that  there  fliou'd  be 
form'd  in  troublefome  conjunctures, 
by  the  unhappinefs  of  times,  fome 
Fadions  deriv'd  from  certain  mutinous 
and  extravagant  perfons  who  deviate 
from  the  principles  and  pradices  of 
the  more  prudent.  And  as  we  have 
beheld  in  our  own  days  a  party,  which, 
in  relation  to  a  Book  that  was  con- 
demned, was  overcome  by  the  greater 
number  of  Orthodox  Dodours  >  who 
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now  prevalent ;  io,  during  the  League,  Ann.^i&i* 
which  had  poifon'd  the  minds  of  moft r 
in  Paris,  there  was  one  which  earn  d 
it  by  their  Cabali  over  the  more  found 
and  better  Divines  ;  who  figh'd  at  the 
deplorable  blindneis  of  their  Brother- 
hood, as  fliall  be  feen  in  the  fequel  of 
this  Hiftory. 

On  the  Subject  of  thole  Calumnies, 
which  the  Preachers  of  the  League 
and  the  Sixteen  daily  publiih'd  ,  as  fo 
many  indifputable  truths,  that  fa&ion 
of  corrupt  Dodfcours  being  then  ailem- 
bled  on  the  fixteenth  of  December  ? 
made  a  decree ,  in  which  it  was  de- 
clared lawfull  for  Subje&s  to  take  away 
the  Government  from  a  Prince,  who 
afted  not  for  the  good  of  Religion  and 
of  the  State  ;  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  adminiftration  of  goods  fliou  d  be 
taken  from  the  Guardian  of  a  Ward, 
who  might  reafonably  be  fufped*ed  to 
abufe  his  truft.  This  was  doubtlefs 
no  other  than  to  decide,  on  a  moft  im- 
portant Subje£t,  a  cafe  of  Confcience 
from  the  falfe  and  pernicious  princi- 
ples of  Morals,  the  moll  corrupt  that 
ever  were.  Accordingly  the  King, 
who  after  having  expeLTd  the  Stran- 
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Ann.  1587.  gers  out  of  France ,  made  his  err- 
"  t  try  into  P^ra  in  Arms,  was  exrteme- 
ly  furpris'd ,  at  the  furious  infolenccy 
and  unbounded  licence  which  was  ta- 
ken to  decry  his  conduft  in  their  Ser«* 
mons,  and  to  ftir  up  the  people  to  Se- 
dition. But  inftead  of  refenting  it 
like  a  Severaign  Prince,  by  puniihing 
that  attempt  r  and  making  a  terrible 
example  of  its  Authours ,  (who  well 
deferv'd  it  for  that  deteflable  Do&rine, 
which  tends  to  the  fubverfion  of  all 
Monarchy,)  he  fatisfi'd  himfelf  with 
a&ing  like  a  Cenfor,  or  to  fpeak  more 
properly  like  a  Ghoftly  Father,  and  a 
Guide  of  Confciences. 

For  all  the  punifhment  which  he 
inflicted,  for  fuch  an  ungodly  and  de- 
teflable an  a&ion  ,  was  to  make  to 
thofe  factious  people,  and  principally 
to  Do&our  Boucher ,  the  moft  feditious 
man  amongft  them,  in  prefence  of  the 
Deputies  of  Parliament ,  whom  he 
fent  for  to  the  Louvre ,  a  very  pious 
and  charitable  remonftrance,  in  which 
he  taught  them  to  comprehend  the 
great  enormity  of  their  crime ,  which 
merited  eternal  Damnation ,  for  ha- 
ving vilified  their  King  ,  with  a  thou- 
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fand  horrible  impoftures  in  the  chair 
of  truth,  which  they  had  changed  into 
a  peftilential  Pulpit  full  of  lies  and 
calumnies ;  after  which ,  when  they 
were  come  down,  they  made  no  man- 
ner of  fcruple  to  goe  immediately  to 
the  Altar,  and  to  offer  there  to  God 
the  Sacrifice  of  the  Holy  Eucharift, 
before  they  had  reconciled  themfelves 
to  him,  whom  they  had  fo  unworthi- 
ly affronted.     He  added,  that  though 
he  might  juftly  treat  them,  as  Pope 
Szxtus  had  lately  fome  Religious  of 
his  Order  ,  whom  he  had  fent  to  the 
Gallies,  for  prefuming  to  fpeak  irre- 
verently of  him  ia  their  Sermons,  yet 
notwithstanding,  he  wou  d  not  at  this 
time  proceed  in  that  manner  againft 
them  ;  but  in  cafe  they  fhoud  once 
more  commit  a  crime  of  the  like  na- 
ture, he  w$s  refblv'd  that  his  Parlia- 
ment fhou'd  doe  juftice  fo  exemplary 
and  fey  ere  upon  them ,  that  it  might 
ftrike   a    terrour    into    all    wicked 
and  feditious  perfons  who  refembled 
them. 

This  was  all  the  Vengeance,  which 

this  too  good  and  gracious  King  took 

Upon  thofe  people ,  who  abufing  his 
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Antuj^j.  Clemency  which  they  now  defpis'd, 
grew  day  by  day  more  infolent  againft 
him.  Which  makes  it  demonftrable 
how  extremely  much  it  concerns  a 
Prince*5,  fo  to  temper  the  vermes 
which  he  ought  to  have ,  that  one  of 
them  may  not  deftroy  the  other  by 
its  excefs,  and  confequently  be  dan- 
gerous to  himfelf.  That  his  Juftice 
and  his  Mercy  may  agree  without  the 
interfering  of  one  in  the  others  Pro- 
vince ;  that  by  endeavouring  to  be  too 
rigoroufly  juft  he  become  not  odious, 
and  by  being  too  yielding  he  grow  not 
contemptible  to  his  Subjects.  In  the 
mean  while  it  was  impoffible  that 
thefe  exceffive  praifes  which  were 
given  to  the  Servant ,  when  at  the 
lame  time  they  revil'dthe  Mafter  with 
fo  much  malice  -and  indignity,  fhou  d 
not  create  great  jealoufies  and  dis- 
quiets in  him ;  and  that  a  juft  refent- 
ment  fhou  d  not  caufe  him  to  take  up 
a  refolution  of  revenging  fo  many  af- 
fronts as  were  given  to  the  Royal  Ma- 
j^Hy^  and  of  putting  the  Leaguers  and 
principally  the  Sixteeen  and  their  Head, 
out  of  a  condition  of  difputing  any 
longer  with  their  Severeign  for  the 
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Mattery.     On   the   other  fide ,    the  ^^7^ 
DukeofC^waspufTd  up  more  than 
ever  with  fuch  a  feries  of  Succefs,  and 
with  thofe  illuftrious  teftimonies  which 
Pope  Sixtus,  and  Alexander  Prince  of 
Parma  ,  had  fo  folemnly  rendered  to 
his  merit ;  the  one  by  fending  him 
the  confecrated  Sword,  and  the  other 
his  Arms,  as  to  him,  who  amongft  all 
Princes  beft  deferv'd  the  glorious  Title 
of  a  great  Captain.     And  as  he   was 
too  clear  fighted   not  to  difcern  the 
vifible  figns. ,  which  the  King  in  fpight 
of  his  diflimulation  cou'd  not  hinder 
often  from  breaking  out,  and  difcove- 
ring  the  difdain  and  hatred  which  he 
had  conceived  againfl  him ;  He  refolv'd 
to  fortify  his  party  in  fuch  manner, 
that  he  fhou'd  not  onely  have  nothing 
to  apprehend  ,  but  alfo  that  he  might 
hope  for  all  things  from  his  good  tor- 
tune.     And  he  did  it  withfo  much  the 
more  ardour  and   refolution ,    as  he 
was  then  more  than  ever  exafperated, 
and  almoft  driven  to  defpair,  by  a  re- 
fufal  which  he  had  from  the  King , 
which  was  given  him  in  a  moil  diio- 
bliging  manner,  by  preferring  his  Ri- 
val in  Ambition  before  him ;  which 
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^1587.  he  efteem'd  the  moft  fenfible  affront 
that  he  cou'd  receive  :    and  which  af- 
terwards put  things  out  of  a  poffibility 
of  accommodation.    Thus  it  happen'd. 
The  Duke  of  Guife,  after  the  fignal 
Service  which  he  had  performed  to 
the  Kingdom,  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
he  demanded  fome  part  of  the  Em- 
ployments which  had  been  poflefsct 
by  the  late  Duke  of  Joyeufe,  Admiral 
oi  France  and  Governour  of  Normandy , 
they  cou'd  not  poffibly  be  refus'd  him. 
And*  in  order  to  obtain  his  requeft  more 
eafily,  he  was  content  onelv  to  ask  the 
Admiralty,    and  that  not  for  himfeJf, 
nor  any  of  the  Princes  of  his  Family, 
but  for  the  Count  of  Brijfac  ;  whom 
the  Nobility  of  his  Birth,  and  his  great 
defert,    together  with    the  fervices 
which  France  had  received  from  the 
brave  Timoleon  de  Cojfe  his  Brother , 
Colonel  of  the  French  Infantry,    and 
"from  his  Father  the  great  Marfhal  of 
Brijfac,  Viceroy  of  Piedmont,  might 
raiie  without  envy,    and   with  uni- 
verfal  applaufe  to  that  high  command. 
After  the  Duke  had  been  held  in  hand, 
and  kd  with  fair  promifes  and  falfe 
hopes,  he  not  onely  fail'd  of  obtaining 

the 
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the  place  which  he  requefted,  but  as  f^**?* 
if  it  had  purpofely  been  done  to  fpight 
him,  it  was  conferred,  together  with 
the  Government  of  Normandy  y  on  the 
Duke  of  Efpernon  his  declared  Ene- 
my, whofe  Chara&er  I  fhall  next  give 
you. 

John  Louis  deNogaret,  the  youngeft 
Brother  of  his  Houfe,  who  was  call'd 
when  he  came  firft  to  Court,  the 
young  La  Valette^  underftood  fo  well 
to  gain  the  favour  of  the  King,  par- 
ticularly after  Quelus  one  of  thole  un- 
happy Minions  who  kill'd  each  other 
in  Duel,  had  recommended  him  to 
his  Majefty  at  his  death,  that  imme- 
diately he  grew  up  into  the  firft  rank 
of  Favourites,  with  the  Duke  of  Joy- 
eufe,  over  whom  at  length  he  carried 
it,  having  had  the  cunning  to  infinu- 
ate  into  him  the  defire  of  Comman- 
ding an  Army,  and  by  that  artifice 
to  remove  nim  from  his  Mafters 
fight.  There  was  no  fort  of  Ho- 
nour, Wealth  or  Dignities  which  the 
King  did  not  heap  on  this  new  Mi- 
nion :  in  favour  of  whom  he  erected 
Efpernon  into  a  Dutchy,  to  make  him 
Duke  and  Peer  as  well  as  Anne  de 
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Am.  i$87.  Joyeufe,   becaufe  he.  had  taken  upon 
\^m\r^J  him  to  make  them  equal  in  all  cir- 
cumftances  ,•  having  fo  great  a  tender- 
nefs  for  both  of  them,  ( I  might  fay 
weaknefs  unworthy  of  a  King,)  that 
he  anfwer'd  thofe  who  reprefented  to 
him  his  great  profufions,  and  that  he 
im^overifh'd  himfelf  to  inrich  them, 
that  when  he  had  married  and  fettled 
his  two  Children,  for  fo  he  calf  d  them 
in  his  ordinary  difcourfe,  he  was  then 
refolv'd  to  turn  good  husband.    Yet 
there  was  this  difference  betwixt  them, 
that  Joyeufe  by  his   courtefie,    his  ci- 
vility, his^  magnificence,    and  by  the 
winning  way  of  his  behaviour,    had 
attra&ed  mens  affections ;  but  on  the 
contrary,   Efpernon  by  resfon  of  his 
rough  ,    imperious  and  haughty  na- 
ture, was  hated  not  onely  by  the  Peo- 
ple, and  the  Leaguers,    who  made  a 
thoufand  inventive  Satyrs  on   him  , 
but  alfo  by    the  great  men  of  the 
Court,    whom  he  treated  with  con- 
tempt and  infolence,  as  if  the  favour 
of  his  Mafter  which  he  abus'd,  had 
given  him  the  privilege  to  affrpnt  even 
thofe  whofe  vertue  and  defert  was  ac- 
knowledged and  refpeded  by  the  King. 

For 
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For  in  this  manner  it  was,  that  a- 
mongft  others  he  us'd  Francis  d'  Efpi- 
nac  Archbiihop  of  Lyons  y  and  Monjieur 
de  Filler oy  one  of  the  mod  prudent 
and  faithfull  Minifters  which  our 
Kings  have  ever  had  ;  a  way  of  pro- 
cedure not  difadvantageousto  the  Duke 
ofGuife,  who  laid  hold  on  that  occafi- 
on  to  gain  the  Archbiihop  entirely  to 
his  interefts. 

Above  all  the  reft  there  wras  an  in- 
vincible Antipathy  betwixt  the  Duke  of 
Guife  and  this  proud  Favourite  ;   who 
whether  it  were  to  pleafe  his  Mafter, 
or  to  put  an  obligation  upon  the  King 
of  Navarre,  with  whom  he  then  held 
private  correfpondence,  or  were  it 
out  of  the  contrariety  of  their  humours, 
profefs'd  himfelf  on  all  occafions  his  o- 
pen  enemy,  omitting  no  opportunity 
of  rendring  him  fufpefred  and  odious 
to  the  Ring^and  of  working  him  upftili 
more  and  more  to  a  greater  height  of 
hatred  and  indignation  againft  him.  And 
in  requital  of  thofe  ill  offices,  the  Duke 
of  Guife  was  not  wanting  on  his  fide 
to  animate  the  People  of  Pans  againft 
Efpernon ;    who  one  day,  ran  the  ha- 
zard, (in  paffing  over  the  Font  Noftre 

Dame^j 
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*n^$2\  Dame,  of  being  murther  d  by  the  Ci- 
'  tizens,  who  running  out  of  their  Shops 
in  multitudes,  went  about  to  incom- 
pafs  him,  if  he  had  not  efcap'd  by 
fpeedy  flight.  'Tis  true ,  that  the 
Nuncio  Morofini  forefeeing  the  fatal 
confequences  of  this  their  enmity,  did 
ail  he  was  able  by  his  prudent  admo- 
nitions to  extinguifh  it;  but  though 
he  fmother'd  it  for  a  little  time,  he 
cou'd  not  hinder  it  from  blazing  out 
immediately  afterwards.  Infcnjuch 
that  it  grew  to  a  greater  height  than 
ever,  when  the  King  who  either  wou'd 
not,  or  durfl:  not  f efufe  any  thing  to 
this  Favourite,  united  in  his  onely 
perfon,  what  before  had  been  fhar'd 
betwixt  him  and  Joyeufe;  and  con- 
ferrd  on  him  both  the  Government  of 
Normandy,  and  the  admiralty,  which 
the  Duke  of  Guife  had  requefted  for 
Brijfac. 

The  Ceremony  was  performed  with 
great  magnif%nce ;  and  the  Attorney 
General  in  a  lo&g  Harangue  which  he 
made  at  the  Adtfiiffion  of  the  Duke  of 
Rfpernon,  faid  pub^quely ,  that  the 
King  who  had  made  fo  worthy  a  choice 
was  a  great  Saint,  and  deferv'd  to  be 

Ganoniz'd 
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Canoniz'd  at  lead  as  well  as  Saint 
Lewis ;  that  the  New  made  Admiral, 
wou'd  expiate  for  all  the  crimes  of  the 
late  Admiral  de  Col/gny^nd  make  theCd- 
tholique  Religion  once  more  to  flourifli 
in  the  Kingdom.  An  infipidPancgyrique, 
which  is  indeed  no  better  than  a  bafe 
and  fulfome  flattery  ,  if  the  Author 
does  not  intend  to  fpeak  by  contraries 
iliou'd  no  more  be  fuffer'd  by  great  men, 
who  are  lovers  of  true  glory,  than  an 
affront  or  a  Libel;  neither  ought  they 
to  allow  any  commendations  to  be 
given  them,  but  fuch  as  are  folid  and 
eflablilh'd  on  fuch  known  truths,  that 
their  very  enemies  fliall  not  be  able  to 
deny  them. 

That  Speech  which  the  King's  At- 
torney made  on  this  occafion,  did  his 
Matter  and  the  Admiral  more  mifchief 
than  all  the  furious  Libels  of  the  League. 
It  drew  upon  them  the  contempt  and 
railery  of  the  people  ;    which  fome- 
times  make  a  man  more  uneafie  than  a 
Satyr,    which  is  but  the  impotent 
anger  of  a  Scribler.    And  it  occafion'd 
that  famous  Epigramm,  which*  con- 
cludes that  Henry  cannot  be  deni'd  to 
be  a  great  Saint,  and  a  worker  of  Mi- 
racles. 
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Ann.  1587.  racles,  fince  of  a  little  Valley  he  has 
^**~s*' ma  moment  made  a  mighty  Moun- 
tain.   The  Verfes  run  thus, 

Quis  neget  Henricum    miracula  pro- 
dere  mund-oy 
Qui  fecit  montem^  qui  mo  do  vallis  erat  ? 

A  Saint  at  leafiy  our  Henry  we  account; 
Who  of '  a  Vale  jo  foon  has  made  a  Mount. 

An  Allufion  was  made  to  his  Sir- 
name  of  La  Valette ,  bv  a  kind  of 
clenching  Witticifm,  much  in  fafhion 
in  thofe  times,  but  which  is  now  ex- 
ploded. And  an  offer  was  likewife 
made  at  vilifying  his  birth,  not  unlike 
what  BushequiW)  the  Emperour  Ro- 
dolphus  his  Ambafladour  to  that  King, 
has  written  in  one  of  his  Letters,  per- 
haps with  fome  little  malignity,  and 
following  the  foolilh  reports  of  the 
rabble,  who  commonly  love  to  fpeak 
difgracefully  of  Favourites  ,•  what  we 
may  receive  for  undoubted  thith,  is 
this,  that  this  prodigious  raifing  of 
the  Duke  of  Efpernon^  a  declared  Ene- 
my to  the  Duke  oiGuife,  was  the  rea- 
fon  that  he,  being  furioufly  incens'd 

at 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League.'        3 1  p 

at  the  refufal  which  he  had,  and  at  the  ^^^ 
greatning  of  a  man  who  fought  his  ~ 
ruine,  believ'd  himfelf  now  authorized 
to  give  the  reins  to  his  refentment, 
and  pufti  his  fortune  as  far  as  it  wou'd 
go.  And  from  thence  enfued  allthofe 
difmal  and  tragical  events,  the  very 
remembrance  of  which  ftrikes  an  hor- 
rour  into  my  Soul ;  and  which  never- 
thelefs  in  performance  of  my  duty,  I 
fliall  faithfully  reprefent  in  the  follow- 
ing Book. 
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LIB.     III. 


IF  I  intended  to  follow  the  Example  ,-Aw.i  jgs. 
of  Livy,  the  Prince  of  Latine  Hi-  ^^^^ 
ftofiansj  who  never  fuffers  a  Pro- 
digy to  efcape  him,  and  defcribes  it 
perhaps  with  as  much  fuperftitiori  as 
exa&nefs ;  I  fliou'd  here  make  long 
narrations  how  the  Sun  was  obfcur  a 
on  the  fudden,  without  the  inter po* 
fition  of  any  Cloud  appearing  in  the 
Sky,  with  a  flaming  Sword  ihooting 
out  from  the  Centre  of  the  Body  ;  pal- 
Y  pable 


The  Hijbry  of  the  League. 

pable  darknefs  like  that  of  the  Egypti- 
ans at  noon- day  ;  extraordinary  Tem- 
pefts,  Earthquakes,  fiery  Phantafms  in 
the  Air,  and  an  hundred  other  Prodi- 
gies, which  are  faid  to  have  been  pro- 
duced and  feen  in  this  unhappy  year 
of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  eighty 
eight,  and  which  were  fanfi'd  to  be  fo 
many  ominous  prefages  of  thofe  hor- 
rible diforders  that  eniiied  in  it. 

But  becaufe  I  am  not  of  the  opinion 
that  much  credit  ought  to  be  given  to 
thofe  forts  of  Signs,  which  are  com- 
monly the  effe<fts  of  natural  caufes , 
though  very  often  unknown  to  us ;  nor 
to  the  predictions  of  Aftrologers,  fome 
of  which  verily  believ'd  they  had 
found  in  the  Stars,  that  this  year  fhou'd 
be  the  conclufion  of  the  World  :  I  will 
onely  fay  that  the  moft  fure  prefage 
of  fo  many  misfortunes  then  impen- 
ding, was  the  minds  of  men  too  much 
exafperated  on  both  fides,  to  live  in 
peace  with  each  other  ,-  and  not  rather 
to  be  fearching  out  for  means  of  ma- 
king fure  of  thofe  whom  they  fufpedted, 
and  difpofing  of  them  according  to 
their  jealoufies. 

In  order  to  this  the  Duke  of  Guife% 

after 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League.  323 

after  he  had  made  an  end  of  ruining  Aw^i^m. 
the  County  of  Mohtlelliard,  took  his 
way  to  Nancy ,  whither  he  had  invited 
all  the  Princes  of  his  houfe,  to  aflem- 
ble  in  the  Month  of  January,  there  to 
take  their  refolutions,   in  reference  to 
theprefent  condition  of  affairs;  and  of 
that  happy  fuccefs  which  they  had  in 
the  War  againft  the  Reyters.     Some 
of  them  there  were,  as  it  is  reported, 
fo  fwoln  with  that  Vi&ory  ,   and  fo 
blinded  with  their  profperity ,    that 
they  proposed  in  this  Conference,  the 
moll  dangerous  and  mod  violent  ex- 
pedients ;  to  which  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain  a  moderate  and  wary  Prince  wou'd 
by  no  means  lifteri.     Howfoever  it 
were,  (for  I  find  nothing  to  confirm 
thefe  relations,  not  even  in  the  Me- 
moires  of  their  greatefl  Enemies,  who 
have  written  mofl  exa&ly  of  that  Af- 
fembly,)  'tis  mofl  undoubted,  that  if 
they  proceeded  not  fo  far  as  to  thofe 
terrible    extremities,   yet  what  was 
then  concluded,   pafs*d   in  the  World 
for  a  mofl  unjufl  and  unlawfull  ui> 
dertaking,  and  was  condemned  by  all 
thofe  who  were  not  blandly  devoted 
SothsLeagfie.  1 

Y  x  it 
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It  was,  that  a  Requeft  fhou'd  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  King,  containing  Arti- 
cles, which  under  the  ordinary  pre- 
tence of  their  defire  to  preferve  in 
Frame  the  Catholique  Religion,  ten- 
ded manifeftly  to  defpoil  him  of  his 
Authority  and  Power,  and  to  inveft 
the  Heads  of  the  League  in  both.  For 
thofe  fcandalous  Articles  bore  this  fub- 
fiance  in  them,  that  for  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  the  maintenance  and  fecu- 
rity  of  Religion,  the  King  fhou'd  not 
onely  be  raoft  humbly  Petition  d,  but 
alfo  fummond  to  eftablifh  the  Ho- 
Jy  Inquifition  in  his  Realm  ;  to  caufe 
the  Council  of  Trent  to  be  there  Pub- 
lifli ?d,  fufpending  neverthelefs  that  Ai*- 
ticle  which  revokes  the  exemption 
pretended  by  fome  Chapters  and  Ab- 
beys againft  the  Bifliops :  to  continue 
the  War  againft  the  Huguenots,  and 
to  caufe  the  goods  both  of  them  and 
of  their  Aflbciates  to  be  fold,  with 
which  to  defray  the  charges  of  that 
War ;  and  to  pay  the  Debts  in  which 
the  Heads  of  the  League  had  been  con- 
ftraind  to  involve  themfelves  for  the 
profecution  of  it :  To  refufe  quarter  to 
all  Prifoners  who  fhou'd  be  taken  in 

that 
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that  War,    unlefs  upon  condition  of  Ann^\&%^ 
paying  the  full  value  of  their  goods  , 
and  giving  caution,  of  living  afterwards 
like  good  Catholiques. 

Behold  here  a  mod  fpecious  appea- 
rance of  Zeal  for  Religion  ,•  but  in  the 
next  place  obferve  the  Venom  which 
lies  hidden  under  all  thcfe  fair  preten- 
ces. That  the  King  ftiall  unite  him- 
felf  more  cordially  and  more  openly 
than  before  to  this  Holy  League  : 
thereby  to  keep  exadly  all  its  Laws, 
to  which  men  are  oblig'd  by  this  the 
mofl  folemn  and  moft  inviolable  of 
all  Oaths.  That  befides  the  Forces 
which  he  ftiall  be  oblig'd  to  fet  on 
foot  to  wage  that  War  again  ft  the  Hu- 
guenots he  ihall  maintain  an  Army  on 
the  Frontiers  of  Lorrain  to  oppofe  the 
German  Proteftants,  if  they  ihou'd  de- 
termine once  again  to  enter  France. 
That  befides  thofe  places  which  the 
Leaguers  already  held  for  their  fe- 
curity,  there  flioud  be  delivered  to 
them  other  Towns  of  more  impor- 
tance which  fliou'd  be  fpecifi'd  to  him, 
where  they  might  eftablifli  for  Gover- 
nours  thofe  of  their  Heads  which  they 
fliall  name,  with  power  of  introdu- 
Y  3  cing 
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^^1588.  cing  fuch  Garifons  and  making  fuch 
Fortifications,  as  they  lhall  think  fit, 
at  the  charges  of  the  Provinces  in 
which  they  are  fituate.  And  in  con«* 
clufion,  to  fecure  them  that  they  fliall 
be  no  more  hindred,  as  till  this  pre- 
fent  they  have  always  been,  in  the 
executing  of  thofe  things  which  have 
been  promised  them  for  the  fafety  of 
Religion,  his  Majefty  fliall  difplace 
from  his  Council,  and  from  the  Court,,, 
and  fliall  deprive  of  their  Govern-* 
ments  and  Offices,  thofe  who  fliall  be 
nam'd  to  him ,  as  Patrons  of  Here- 
tiques,  and  Enemies  to  Religion  and 
the  State. 

Thefe  were  thofe  extravagant  de- 
mands which  began  to  open  the  eyes 
of  many  good  Cttfholiques,  who  had 
fuffer'd  themfelves  to  be  innocently 
feduc'd  by  the  appearances  of  true 
zeal,  which  being  little  illuminated, 
was  not  according  to  knowledge,  as 
the  Apoftle  fpeaks.  For  they  now 
more  clearly  faw  into  fome  of  thofe 
Articles;  that  the  League  to  engage 
the  Pope  and  the  King  of  Spam  in  their 
Interests,  wou'd  be  content  to  aban- 
don thofe   Privileges  and   Liberties, 

which 
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which  our  Anceftotjrs  have  always  ^jssa. 
maintain'd  with  fo  much  vigour  and 
refolution  :  and  to  fubjed:  to  the  yoke 
of  a  Spanifb  Inquifition,  the  French, 
who  have  never  been  able  to  undergo 
it.  And  in  others  of  them,  that  they 
defign  d  to  bereave  the  King  of  all  the 
folid  and  effential  parts  of  Royalty,  to 
leave  him  onely  the  fliadow  and  ap- 
pearance of  it,  and  afterwards  to 
difpofe  even  of  his  Perfon ,  as  the 
Heads  of  their  party  fhoud  think 
fit. 

And  accordingly  when  the  Requeft 
was  prefented  to  the  King  on  the  part 
of  the  Afibciated  Princes,  and  the  Car- 
dinal of  Bourbon,  whofe  fimplicity  and 
whofe  name  they  abus'd,  and  made  it 
a  cloke  to  their  Ambition,  he  con- 
ceived an  extreme  indignation  agaipfl 
it,  which  immediately  appeared  in  his 
eyes  and  countenance.  Y  et  he  thought 
it  neceflary  at  that  time  to  diflemble, 
not  finding  himfelf  then  in  a  condi- 
tion of  returning  fuch  an  anfwer  to 
it,  as  was  becoming  a  King  juftly  pro* 
vok'd  againft  his  Subjects,  who  flood 
on  terms  with  him  like  Lords  and  Ma- 
tters.    For  which  reafon ,  and  with- 

Y  4  all 
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41/W588.  all  to  gain  farther  time,  he  contented  7 
'  hirpfelf,  to  fay ,  that  he  wou'd  tx^ 
mine  thofe  Articles  in  his  Council , 
in  order  to  his  Anfwer  :  which  fhou'd 
be  in  fuch  fort,  that  all  good  Catho- 
Uques  fhou'd  haye  reafon  to  be  fatis- 

m. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  of 
Guifer  who  took  not  fair  words  for 
payment,  well  underftanding  the  Fang's 
defign,  and  refolving  not  to  give  the 
Duke  of  Efpernon  the  leifure  to  con- 
jure down  that  Tempeft  which  was 
rais'd  againft  him,  and  to  infufe  into 
his  Mafter  thofe  vigorous  refolutions 
which  were  neceffary  for  him  to  take, 
prefs'd  the  King  continually  to  give  a 
precife  Anfwer  to  every  particular  in 
thofe  Articles :  For  he  doubted  not 
that  in  cafe  it  prov'd  favourable,  he 
ihou'd  ingro k  all  power  in  himfelf,  and 
if  it  were  other  wife,  that  it  wou'd  be 
thought  the.  King  refolv'd  to  maintain 
the  Huguenots,  and  that  by  confequence 
the  CathcliqueswoiCd  eriter  iqto.  a  War 
againfl  him. 

On  which  confederations ,  being 
then  retir'd  into  his  Government  of 
Champaignc,  to  which  place  he  went 

after 
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after  the  Conference  at  Nancy ,  he^^ss*- 
pli'd  the  King  inceilantly  with  Meflages  v 
fent  by  Gentlemen  one  after  another, 
to  urge  him  to  a  fpeedy  and  pun&ual 
Anfwer :  And  this  he  did  with  the 
more  eagernefs  and  importunity,  be- 
caufe  on  the  one  fide  he  found  him- 
felf  more  powerfull  than  ever,  ha- 
ving a  great  part  of  the  Gentry,  and 
almoft  all  the  People,  and  efpecially 
the  Parifians  for  him.  And  on  the 
other  fide  he  obferv'd  the  party  of  the 
Huguenots  to  be  very  low  and  infinite- 
ly weaken  d,  by  the  defeat  of  their 
great  German  Succours,  and  by  their 
late  lofs  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  a  per- 
fon  of  all  others  the  mod  ftri&ly  tied 
to  their  Religion,  and  on  whom  they 
mGre  relied  than  any  man,  not  except 
ting  the  King  of  Navarre  himfelf. 

He  deceas'd  on  the  fifth  of  March 
at  St.  Jean  de  Angely,  of  an  exceeding 
violent  diftemper,  with  wrhich  he  was 
fuddenly  feiz'd  one  evening  after  Sup- 
per, and  which  carrrdhim  off  in  two 
days  time.  The  Sixteen  with  infa- 
mous bafenefs,  made  a  great  rejoycing 
for  it,  and  their  Preachers  fail 'd  not  to 
roar  out  in  their  Sermons,  that  it  was 

the 
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^^f^the  effed:  of  the  Excommunication, 
**t/Tr*s''  with  which  he  had  been  Thunder- 
ftruck  by  Pope  Sixtus.  But  befides 
that  the  King  of  Navarre  who  had 
been  ftruck  in  the  fame  manner  by  the 
Bull,  had  his  health  never  the  worfe 
for  it,  the  King,  to  whom  that  poor 
creature  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  had 
been  telling  the  fame  flory,  and  ma- 
king wonderfull  exclamations  in  rela- 
ting it,  anfwer'd  him  with  a  fmile, 
That  it  might  very  well  be  the 
occafion  of  his  death  ,  but  withall 
there  was  fomething  elfe  which  help'd 
him  on  his  journey.  And  truly  the 
matter  was  put  beyond  all  doubt,  af- 
ter the  atteftation  of  four  Phyficians, 
and  of  two  Mafier  Chirurgeons,  who 
deposed  upon  their  Oaths,  that  they 
had  manifeftly  feen  in  almoft  all  the 
parts  of  his  Body,  all  the  moft  evident 
figns  and  effeds  of  a  Cauftique  Poi- 
fon,  burning  and  ulcerating.  A  moft 
execrable  a£tion,  which  cou'd  not  be 
too  rigoroufly  punifh'd  ;  and  yet  the 
Laws  inflicted  what  was  pofflble  on 
the  perfon  of  one  of  his  domeftick 
fervants,  who  was  drawn  in  pieces  by 
four  Horfes  in  the  place  of  St.  Jean  de 
Angely.  As 
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As  to  the  reft,  he  was  a  Prince  /J^^*2£; 
who  excepting  onely  his  obftinate  ad- 
hering to  a  Religion,  in  which  he  was 
born,  and  whole  falfhood  he  might 
have  known  in  time,  if  he  had  not 
been  too  much  prepoflefs'd ,  had  at 
the  Age  of  five  and  thirty  years,  at 
Which  he  died,  all  the  perfe&ions 
which  can  meet  together  in  one  man, 
to  render  him  one  of  the  greateft  and 
moft  accompliih'd  perfonsin  the  World: 
if  at  leaft  there  might  not  poffibly  be 
difcern'd  in  his  carriage  and  cuftomes 
fome  of  thofe  little  failings,  from 
which  the  moft  wife  are  not  exemp- 
ted, and  which  may  eafily  be  pardon'd, 
without  leffening  the  efteem  which  we 
have  for  them.  And  if  Fortune  which 
is  not  always  propitious  to  merit,  was 
not  favourable  to  him  on  fome  occa- 
sions, wherein  he  had  need  of  her 
aftiftance,  yet  in  this  ihe  was  his  friend, 
that  ihe  gave  him  the  greater  oppor- 
tunity of  fliewing  his  invincible  cou- 
rage in  his  adverfities ,  in  which  he 
rais'd  himfelf  infinitely  above  her, 
by  the  vigour  and  greatnefs  of  his 
Soul. 

Accordingly 
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Accordingly  the  death  of  this  great 
Prince  was  lamented,  not  onely  by 
thofe  of  his  own  party  who  lov'd  him 
paffionately,  but  alfo  by  the  Catho- 
UqueSj  and  even  by  the  Duke  of  Guife 
himfelf;  who,  Head  as  he  was  of  an 
infamous  and  wicked  Fa&ion,  which 
he  made  fubfervient  to  his  ends,  had 
of  his  own  flock,  and  the  excellency 
of  his  nature,  which  was  infinitely  no- 
ble, all  the  generofity  which  is  requi- 
fite  to  love  and  refpe&vertue,  even  in 
the  perfon  of  his  greateft  and  moft 
formidable  Enemy. 

All  which  notwithftanding,  he  was 
content  to  make  what  advantage  he 
coud  of  fo  lamentable  an  accident, 
towards  the  comparting  of  his  defigns : 
And  as  he  obferv'd,  not  onely  by  this 
but  by  a  multitude  of  concomitant  ac- 
cidents and  misfortunes,  that  the  Hu* 
guenot  party  decreas'd  in  ftrength  and 
reputation,  and  his  own  grew  more 
bold  and  undertaking,  he  fet  himfelf 
more  vigoroufly  to  pufh  his  fortune, 
and  to  demand  an  entire  fatisfa&ion 
to  all  the  Articles  of  his  requeil ;  which 
had  fo  puff 'd  up  the  fpirits  of  the  Six- 
teen, that  they  forgot  all  manner  of 

moderation, 
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moderation,  and  grew  daily  more  and  ^n^j^ 
more  infupportable.     It  happen  d  alfo 
at  the  fame  time,    that  the  King  re- 
ceiv'd  feveral   advertifements  of  the 
refolution  which  had    been  taken  in 
their  Council  to  feize  his  Perfon,  and 
to  inclofe  him  in  a  Monaftery.     And 
the  fame  Lieutenant  of  the  Provoft- 
iliip  of  the  Ifle  of/V/3,  Nicholas  Pou- 
lainy  who  had  formerly  difcover'd  the 
like  Confpiracy,  to  which  belief  was 
not  given,  told  him  fo  many  parti- 
cular circumftances  in  relation  to  this, 
that  though  he  was  very  diffident  of 
that  double  dealing  man,  whofe  inte- 
grity he  much  fufpe&ed,  yet  his  evi- 
dence concurring  with  the  extreme 
infolence  of  the  Sixteen,  which  ren- 
der'd  his  report  more  credible,  coud 
not  but  leave  a  flrong  impreffion  on 
his  vSoul.    Infomuch  that  at  lafl  follow- 
ing the  counfel  of  thofe  who  had  fo 
long  advis'd  him,   to  employ  his  po- 
wer  and  juftice  againft  thofe  Muti- 
neers, he  took  up  a  refolution  once  for 
all  to  take  that  thorn  out  of  his  fide, 
to  reduce  Paris  into  that  ftate  of  fub- 
miffion  and  obedience  which  belongs 
to  Subje&s  ,•  and  to  extinguish  the  Fac* 

tion 
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■/m^j$88.  tion  of  Sixteen,   by  the  exemplary 
-  chaftifement  of  the  moll  feditious  a- 
mongft  them. 

The  preparations  which  of  neceffi- 
ty  he  was  to  make  to  fecure  the  fuc- 
ce(s  of  this  undertaking,  the  three 
thoufand  Swiffers  whom  he  caus'd  to 
be  quarter  d  at  Lagny,  the  Compa- 
nies of  Guards  which  were  reinforc'd; 
the  Troups  which  were  fent  him  from 
the  Duke  of  Mfpernon,  who  was  gone 
into  his  Government  ofNbrnwndy,  and 
all  thepaflages  of  the  River  both  above 
Paris  and  below  it  being  poffefs'd  by 
him,  were  fo  many  Alarms  to  thofe 
Mutineers  who  believing  themfelves 
already  loft,  implor  d  the  affiflance  of 
the  Duke  ofGuife.  That  Prince  whd 
had  advanced  from  Rheims  as  far  as 
Soi/jons,  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Au- 
male  his  Coufin,  who  met  with  trou- 
ble and  refiftance  in  his  Government 
of  Ficardy^  fatisfi'd  himfelf  at  firft  with 
fending  them  fome  of  his  moll  expe- 
rienced Captains,  to  regulate  and  ma- 
nage their  Militia  in  cafe  of  need. 
But  fome  few  days  after,  finding  him- 
felf Hill  prefs'd  more  eagerly  by  the 
felicitations  of  thofe  people,  who  were 

mm 
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now  driven  to  defpair,  and  believing  ^^J^f- 
that  this  foundation  of  the  League  on 
which  he  had  built  his  hopes  being 
once  fhaken  he  himfelf  muft  perifli  un- 
der its  ruines,  for  that  being  deflroy'd 
the  next  deflgn  was  certainly  to  fall 
on  him,  who  was  the  Head  and  Pro- 
teftour  of  it ;  he  gave  immediate  no- 
tice to  his  Friends  and  Creatures,  to 
get  into  Paris,  one  after  another,  at 
feveral  Gates,  and  order'd  fome  to  af- 
fure  the  Sixteen  in  his  name,  that  he 
wou'd  fuddenly  be  there  in  perfon  to 
live  and  die  with  them. 

The  King,  who  was  advertised  of 
this  refolution,  and  who  was  under 
great  apprehenfions  of  his  coming, 
left  his  prefence  might  hinder  the  exe- 
cution of  his  Enterprife,  and  arm  with 
it  word  fpeaking  that  great  City  which 
was  entirely  at  his  devotion,  ,fent  the 
Prefident  de  Bellievre,  a  man  of  great 
Authority  and  known  Prudence,  to 
tell  the  Duke  from  him,  that  in  the 
prefent  jundure  of  affairs,  and  juft  ap- 
prehenfion  which  he  had,  that  his 
coming  wou  d  produce  great  troubles 
in  Park,  1  he  thought  good  he  fliou'd 
not  come  till  he  received  new  orders 

from 
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f*niJ$Ad*  fr°m  him,  for  other  wife  he  wou'd  ren* 
der  himfelf  guilty  of  all  thofe  diforders 
which  might  thence  enlue. 

To  this  the  Duke,  who  was  never 
to  be  beaten  off  from  any  refolution 
which  he  had  once  taken ,  anfwer'd 
calmly,  \>\it  in  doubtfull  terms,  that 
he  was  ready  to  obey  the  King,  that 
he  had  never  intended  to  go  to  Paris, 
but  in  the  condition  of  a  Private  man, 
and  without  a  Train  t  that  he  defir'd 
to  juftifie  himfelf  from  thofe  afperfions 
with  which  he  knew  his  Enemies  had 
bafely  charg'd  him  in  his  abfence,  that 
he  had  reafon  to  believe  there  was  a 
defign  on  foot  to  opprefs  the  good 
CatholiqueSy  whofe  Prote&our  he  had 
declared  himfelf ;  and  that  he  humbly 
befought  his  Majefty  to  give  him  fome 
fecurity  againft  fo  juft  an  apprehenfi- 
on :  Bellievre,  who  well  knew  that 
the  King  wou'd  {lick  at  no  manner  of 
verbal  fatisfadion,  in  cafe  that  wou'd 
prove  fufficient  to  break  his  Journey, 
promised  he  fhou'd  have  all  the  fecu- 
rity he  cou'd  poffibly  defire.  In  effect 
the  King  was  fully  refolv'd  to  have 
given  him  all  manner  of  aflurances  • 
But  as  ill  luck  wou'd  have  it,  this  was 

riot 
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not  done  at  the  fame  time  it  was  deter-  ^j^8, 
mm  d.  Infomuch  that  without  more 
delay ,  he  got  on  Horfeback ,  and 
eroding  the  Countrey  out  of  the  com- 
mon Roads,  that  he  might  avoid  the 
Meflengers  which  he  knew  wou'd 
be  fent  with  new  orders  to  him,  en- 
tered Paris  on  Monday  the  Ninth  of 
May,  with  eight  more  in  his  company, 
juft  about  Noon  by  the  Gate  of  St. 
Denis. 

It  may  be  faid  in  one  fort  of  mean- 
ing, that  this  day  was  the  moft  un- 
fortunate, and  yet  the  moft  glorious 
of  all  his  life.  For  whether  it  were 
that  the  people,  who  were  made  to 
believe  by  the  Sixteen,  that  the  City 
was  to  be  Sack'd,  were  advertisd  by 
them  of  his  arrival,  or  that  the  re- 
port was  fpread  at  an  inftant,  when  he 
was  firfl  feen  to  approach  the  Faux- 
lourgy  'tis  moft  certain  that  he  iiad 
no  fooner  pafs'd  it,  but  the  whole 
Town  running  together  from  all  parts 
of  it,  crowded  up  the  Street,  and  all 
the  reft  through  which  he  pafs'd ; 
the  Windows  were  filfd,  and  even  the 
Tiles  of  Houles  ;  the  Air  ectio'd 
with  a  thoufand  forts  of  acclamations, 

Z  and 
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t n^<^    ail(^  t^ie  ^ou^  cr*es  °^  ^'lve  Gulfe  were 
repeated  with  far  higher  peals  than 

had  been  formerly  of  Vive  le  Roy;  for 
thofe  loyal  fliouts  were  grown  out  of 
date  ,  and  ,  the  League  in  a  manner 
had  aboliih'd  them. 

There  was  a  kind  of  madnefs  in  this 
Tranfport,  or  rather  in  this  furious 
torrent  of  their  joy ;  which  was  fo  ex- 
travagant, that  it  pafs'd  even  to  Ido- 
latry. They  hai'd  and  tore  each  other 
to  get  neareft  to  this  Prince  :  Thofe 
who  were  born  off  by  the  throng  to  a 
farther  diftance ,  ftretch'd  out  their 
Arms  to  him,  with  their  hands  clafp'd 
over  their  heads ;  they  thought  them- 
felves  happy,  whocou'd  croud  fo  near 
as  to  touch  any  part  of  his  Cloak  or 
Boots.  Some  there  were  amongft 
them  who  kneel'd  to  him,  when  he 
was  palling  by,  and  others  who  when 
they  cou'd  not  reach  him  with  their 
hands,  endeavoured  to  touch  him  with 
their  Chapelets ,  which  they  kifs'd 
when  they  had  receiv'd  that  honour, 
as  the  cuftome  is  in  adoration  at 
the  Shrines  of  Saints.  A  thoufand 
praifes  were  given  him,  and  a  thou- 
sand bleffings.    He  was  calfd  aloud 

the 
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the  Pillar  of  the  Church,  the  Prop  of  Ann^i$2Z< 
Faith,  the  Prote&our  of  the  Catho- % 
liques,  the  Saviour  of  Paris ;  and  from 
all  the  Windows  there  fell  upon  him  a 
fliower  of  Flowers  and  of  Greens , 
with  redoubl'd  acclamations  of  Five 
Guife. 

To  conclude,   no  imaginable  de- 
monftrations  and  teftimonies  of  love, 
honour  and   veneration ,    but  were 
fliown  to  the  height  at  this  tumultu- 
ous entry,  by  that  fudden  overflow 
of  joy  j  and  that  wonderfull  dilatation 
of  hearts  and  affedtions,  which  was 
to  him  a  fort  of  triumph,  more  plea- 
fing  than  any  of  the  Cdfars.     Accor- 
dingly he  enjoy  9d  the  full  gufl  of  it, 
with  all  the  fatisfa&ion  of  extreme 
pleafure  ,•   paffing  on  Horfeback  very 
leifurely  through   that   infinite  prefs 
of  people,    bare  headed ,    beholding 
them  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  and 
with  that  courteous  and  mgaging  air, 
which  was  fo  natural  to  him,  faluting 
on  the  right  and  on  the  left,  bowing  to 
thofe  below  in  the  Streets,  and  to  thofe 
above  in  the  Windows,  not  neglecting 
the  very  meaneft  ,    holding  out   his 
hand  to  the  neareft,  and  calling  his 
Z  2  obliging 
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Ann^i^d.  obliging  glances  on  the  more  remote^ 
he  pafs'd  in  this  manner  to  the  Queen- 
Mother's  Palace,  near  St.  Euftache7 
where  he  alighted,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Louvre,  following  her  on  foot, 
who  had  taken  her  Chair  to  condudt 
him  to  the  King,  and  was  witnefs  to 
thofe  incredible  tranfports  of  publicpe 
joy,  and  acclamations  of  that  innu- 
merable herd  of  people,  which  beat  her 
ears  inceflantly  with  the  name  of  Guife, 
bellow'd  from  more  than,  an  hundred 
thoufand  mouths. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King,  who 
had  heard  with  infinite  rage  of  this 
fudden  arrival  of  the  Duke,  was  fhut 
up  in  his  Clofet,  where  he  was  in 
confultation  on  that  Prince's  life  or 
death  ;  who  had  been  fo  blindly  rafli, 
as  to  precipitate  himfelf,  in  his  fingle 
perfon,  into  inevitable  danger,  from 
whence  onely  his  good  fortune,  (  of 
which  he  was  not  Matter,)  cou  d  de- 
liver him.  Some  there  were  ,  and 
amongft  others  the  Abbot  dy  Elhene, 
and  Colonel  Alj>honfo  <F  Ornano,  with 
the  moll  refolute  of  thofe  Gafcons, whom 
the  Duke  of  Efpernon  had  plac'd  a- 
mongft  the  five  and  forty,  to  be  al- 
ways 
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ways  near  the  Kings  perfoh,  whocoun-  ^%^*L 

felld    that   irrciblute    and    wavering 
Prince  to  dlfpatch  him  on  the  fpot, 

having  fo  fair  a  pretence  ,    and   the 
means  fo  ready  in  his  hand,  to  puniih 
a  rebellious  Subjed: ;    who  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  exprcls  orders,    had  audaci- 
oufly  prefum'd  to  come  to  Paris,  as  it 
were  on  purpofe  to  let  him  know,  that 
he  was  abfolute  Mafter  of  it.     The  reft 
more   moderate,   and  amongft  them 
the  Chancellour  de  Chherny,  and  the 
Sleurs  de  Bellievre,  de  la  Guiche,  and 
de  Fi/lequier   Governour  of  Paris,  di- 
fwaded  him  from  that  attempt,  lay- 
ing before  him,    befides  the  dange- 
rous confequences  which  this  terrible 
a£tion  might  produce  in  fuch  a  junc- 
ture,   that  it  always  concerned  him  , 
both  for  his  reputation,   and  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  moll  inviolable 
Laws  of  natural  equity ,   before  he 
pafs'd  to  extremities ,  to  hear  a  man 
who  came  to  put  himfelf  fo  freely 
into  the  hands  of  his  King,and  to  be  an- 
fwerablefor  all  that  was  alledg  d  againfl 
him. 

While  thefe  things  were  in  debating, 
and  the  king  in  fufpence  betwixt  his 

Z  3  anger 
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Ann.  1588-  anger  and  his  fear  uncertain  which 
V*V"N->  way  t0  refolve,  the  Duke,  (  who  had 
pafsd  through  .the  French  Guards  com- 
manded by  Grillon  who  lov'd  him  not, 
and  through  the  Swiffers,  which  flood 
ranck'd  on  both  fides  of  the  great 
Stair-cafe;  and  afterwards  had  tra- 
versed the  Hall  and  the  Antichamber 
filfd  with  people  who  made  no  very 
ceremonious  returns  to  his  falutations 
and  civilities)  enter'd  into  the  Pre- 
fence  Chamber ,  difguifing  a  fudden 
fright  which  feiz'd  him ,  intrepid  as 
he  was,  with  the  bell  face  he  cou  d 
fet  upon  the  matter,  which  .yet  he 
coud  not  ad:  fo  well,  but  that  it  was 
eafie  to  difcern  through  that  af- 
fectation of  bravery ,  that  he  cou'd 
have  been  well  contented  to  have 
been  in  fome  other  place,  and  not  to 
have  ingag'd  himfelf  fo  far,  efpecially 
when  a  certain  Princefs  whifper'dhim 
in  the  ear  to  have  a  care  of  himfelf, 
and  that  his  life  and  death  were  under 
confideration  in  the  Clofet.  Yet  im- 
mediately after,  as  his  courage  was 
ufually  rais'dat  the  fight  of  the  gr^ateft 
dangers,  he  refum'd  his  wonted  bold- 
nefs,  and  was  not  able  to  hinder  him- 
self 
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fclf,  perhaps  by  a  fudden  motion  pure-  Awuj^h. 

\y  natural,  and  arifing  from  the  mag- 
nanimity of  his  heart,  from  laying  his 
hand   on  the   pommel  of  his  Sword, 
without  his   own  perceiving  it,    and 
from   flopping  haflily   two   or  three 
paces  forward,  with  a  haughty  walk, 
as  if  he  were  putting  himfeif  into  a 
pofture  of  felling  his  life  as  clear  as  he 
was  able  to  his  Enemies.      But  the 
King  at  that  inflant  coming  out  of  the 
Clofet  with  Bellievre,  he  chang d  po- 
fture fuddenly,  made  a  low  reverence, 
and   threw  himfeif  almoft  at  his  feet , 
protefting  to  him  ,   that  ngt  believing 
his  prefence  ought  to  be  difpleafing  to 
him,  he  was  come  to  bring  him   his 
head,  and  fully  to  juftifie  his  carriage 
againfl  the  calumnies  of  his  Enemies  ; 
and  withall  to  afTure  his  Majefty,  that 
he  had  not  a  more  faithfull  Servant 
than  himfeif.     But  the  King  deman- 
ding in  a  grave  and  ferious  tone  of 
voice,  Who  had  bid  him  come,  and 
if  he  had  not  received  an  exprefs  pro- 
hibition from  him  ?  the  bufinefs  was 
then  brought  to  a  fcanning,  and  fome 
iittle  conteft  there  was  betwTixt  him 
and  Be//ievrey   the  lafl  maintaining 

Z  4  that 
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Amulet,  that  he  had  delivered  him  the  King's 
'  commands,  and  the  former  inftead  of 
anfwer,  asking  him  if  he  had  not  en- 
gaged himfelf  to  return  with  all  poffi- 
ble  fpeed  to  Soiffons ,    which  he  had 
not  done,  and  protefting  that  he  had 
never  receiv'd  thofe  Letters,   which 
Bettievreyx^RA  he  had  written  to  him. 
Then  the  Queen,  who  though  ihe 
feem'd  to  be  in  much  affii&ion  for  the 
Duke's  arrival,  yet  held  a  private  cor- 
refpondence  with  him,  broke  off  the 
difcourfe,  and  taking  afide  the  King  her 
Son,    flie  manag'd  his  mind  fo  dex- 
troufly,  that  whether  fhe  made  him 
apprehend  a  general  revolt  of  Parisy 
which  ihe  had  feen  fo  openly  to  own 
the  Duke  of  Guife^    or  whether  he 
himfelf  were  moliifi'd  by  the  fubmif- 
five,  humble  way  of  fpeaking  which 
that  Prince  had  us'd,   he  contented 
himfelf  for  that  time  to  tell  him,  that 
his  innocence  which  he  was  fo  defirous 
to  prove,   wrou'd  be  more  manifeft  if 
his  prefence  fhou'd  caufe  no  ftirs  in 
faris ;    and  thereupon  he  fate  down 
to  Table,  remitting  till  the  Afternoon 
what  he  had  farther  to  fay  to  him,  and 
appointing  the  Queen's  Garden  for 

the 
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the  place.  Then  the  Duke  bowing  vc-  /^Jj^ 
ry  low  retir'd,  without  being  accompa- 
nied by  any  of  the  King's  Servants,  but 
as  well  attended  by  all  the  Town  , 
to  the  Hoftel  de  Gu'/Je,  as  he  had  been 
from  the  Gate  of  St.  Denis  to  the  Lou- 
vre. 

When  he  had  made  reflexion  on  the 
danger,  into  which  he  had  fo  raftily 
throwrn  himfelf,  and  which  now  ap- 
peared more  formidable,  by  confider- 
ing  it  with  cooler  thoughts,  than  he 
cou  d  poflibly  in  that  agitation  of  fpi- 
rits,  and  tlfit  anxiety  wherein  he  was 
in  fpight  of  all  his  courage,  when  he 
found  himlelf  fo  far  engaged ;  he  re- 
folv'd  he  wrou'd  never  hazard  his  life  in 
that  fort  again,  and  took  fuch  order 
concerning  it,  that  from  the  next  day, 
and  fo  onward,  he  had  in  his  Palace 
four  hundred  Gentlemen  who  aflem- 
bling  there  from  all  parts  of  Paris,  ac- 
cording to  his  orders,  never  after- 
wards abandon  d  him.  Neither  wou'd 
he  adventure  to  go  that  afternoon  to 
the  Queens  Garden,  but  well  accom- 
panied by  the  braveft  of  his  Officers, 
amongft  whom  Captain  St.  Paul,  fet- 
ing that  after  his  Matter  was  entered, 

he 
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'Antujtfs.  he  who  kept  the  door  was  going  to 
fhut  it  on  him  ,  thrufl  him  back 
roughly,  and  entered  by  force,  fol- 
lowed by  his  Companions,  protefling 
and  fwearingthat  if  the  game  was  there 
to  be  play'd  he  wasrefolv'd  to  have  his 
{lake  in  it, 

So  that  if  the  King  had  defign'd  to 
have  him  murther'd  in  that  Garden, 
which  I  believe  not ,  though  fome 
have  written  k,  'tis  eafie  to  lee  that 
the  prefence  of  thofe  brave  men,  who 
were  fully  refolv'd  to  defend  their 
Mafler,  that  of  theQueerj  who  made 
the  third  in  thisenterview,  the  daring 
countenance  of  the  Duke,whof rom  time 
to  time  was  calling  his  eyes  towards 
his  Sword,  and  to  fum  up  rfll,  that  infi- 
nite multitude  of  Tarifians  which  in- 
compafs'd  the  Queen's  Palace,and  many 
of  which  were  got  upon  the  walls,  had 
hinder'd  the  execution  of  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe. 

For  that  which  pafs'd  betwixt  them 
at  this  Conference,  fince  I  find  no- 
thing of  it  in  the  mod  exaCt' Memoirs 
of  thofe  times,  I  fhall  not  offer  to  re- 
late it,  as  Davila  has  done  by  a  certain 
Poetical  licence  which  he  and  fome 

other 
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other  Hiftorians  have  us'd  ,  to  make  AnnLx *38- 
men  think  and  fpeak  without  their 
leave,  whatever  they  pleafe  te  put  in- 
to their  thoughts  and  mouths.  What 
I  can  deliver  for  undoubted  truth  is 
this,  that  there  was  nothing  conclu- 
ded at  this  Enterview  ;  and  that  the 
King  who  had  refolv'd  before  hand, 
to  chaitife  the  moft  Seditious  of  the 
Sixteen,  and  to  make  himfelf  Mailer 
of  Paris,  after  a  long  confultation  ta- 
ken by  Night ,  with  thofe  in  whom 
he  moft  confided ,  continud  firm  to 
the  fame  refolution,  and  fet  up  his 
reft  to  ftand  by  it,  in  fpight  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Duke. 

With  this  determination  ,  4ie  fent 
the  next  morning  for  the  Prevoft  of 
the  Merchants ,  and  the  Sheriffs,  and 
Commanded  them  in  company  of  the 
Lords,  de  Villeguier  and  Francis  d'  0. 
to  make  an  exadt  fearch  for  all  thofe 
Strangers  who  were  come  to  Paris 
fome  few  days  fince,  without  any  ur- 
gent occafion  to  call  them  thither,  and 
to  caufe  them  forthwith  to  depart  the 
Town  ,  without  refped:  of  perfons. 
This  was  a  manifeft  endeavour  to 
weaken  the  Duke  ofGuife ;  to  reduce 

him 
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Am.  i  $88.  him  to  thofe  feven  or  eight  Gentle- 
^-^^  men,  who  attended  him  into  Paris> 
and  canfequently  to  give  him  occafion 
of  believing  that  after  they  had  rid 
themfelves  of  the  others,  they  woud 
attacque  him. 

Perhaps  the  defign  was  fo  laid ,  as 
fome  have  conje&ur'd  with  probabili- 
ty enough  :  but  if  this  were  really 
their  intention,  there  are  others ,  who 
believe  that  according  to  the  advice 
which  was  given  by  the  Abbot  of  El- 
heney  they  had  done  more  wifely  to 
have  begun  with  the  Duke  of  Guzfe, 
when  they  had  him  fingle  and  at 
their  mercy  coopt  up  in  the  Louvre  .* 
and  they  ground  this  opinion  on  the 
meaning  of  that  Abbot's  words  ,  who 
quoted  the  Scripture  to  this  purpofe, 
"  It  is  written  I  will  flrike  the  Shep- 
"  herd,  and  the  Flock  fhall  be  fcatter  d. 
However  it  was  intended  ,  the  Pariji- 
ans  immediately  took  the  Alarm,  per- 
ceiving clearly  that  thofe  Strangers 
who  were  to  be  fent  out  of  the  City, 
were  no  others  but  thofe  very  men 
whom  the  Duke  of  Guife  had  conveyed 
into  the  Town  for  their  defence  and 
for  his  own.   Infomtich  that  when  they 

went 
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went  about  to  execute  that  Order ,  Amuiw. 
and  to  fearch  their  Houfes,  every  one 
opposed  them  ;  and  the  Citizens  fet 
themfelves  with  fo  much  obftinacy  to 
conceal  their  Lodgers,  that  the  Depu- 
ties and  Commiflaries  fearing  a  general 
Infurre&ion  through  all  the  Quarters, 
durft  proceed  no  farther.  And  in  the 
mean  time,  the  Duke  of  Guife  ,  who 
was  the  Soul  that  actuated  this  great 
Body,  forbore  not  going  to  the  Louvre, 
but  well  accompani'd  ;  and  the  very 
Evening  before  the  Barricades  he  pre- 
fented  the  Napkin  to  the  King. 

But,  as  after  the  flafhes  of  the  Light- 
ning ,  and  the  ratling  of  the  Thunder, 
cqmesfa  furious  Temped  and  lays  wafte 
the  Field  ;  fo  after  thofe  mutual  fears 
and  jealoufics,  thofe  Nightly  meetings, 
thofe  Murmurs  and  Menaces,  and  thofe 
preparations  which  were  made  on  both 
fides  with  fo  much  tumult ,  either  for 
aflaulting  or  for  defence ,  they  came 
to  the  latal  day  of  the  Barricado's, 
which  was  follow'd  by  that  horrible 
deluge  of  misfortunes,  with  which  all 
France  was  overflowed. 

For  at  lafl ,  the  Ring  more  irfcens'd 
than  ever ,  by  the  refiftance  which 

was 
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was  made  to  his  Orders,  and  fully  re- 
folv'd  to  make  himfelf  be  obey'd  one 
way  or  other,  caus'd  the  French  Guards 
to  enter  Paris,  with  fome  other  Com- 
panies and  the  SwiJJers ,  which  in  all, 
made  up  fix  thoufand  men  :  this  was 
done  on  Thurfday  the  twelfth  of  May, 
juft  at  day  break ;  he   being  prefent 
himfelf  to  receive  them  on  Horfeback, 
at  the  Gate  of  Saint  Honor  e.     And  af- 
ter having  given  out  his   Orders  to 
their  Officers,  to  Pofi  them  according 
to  his  direction,  he  enjoy n'd  them  a- 
bove  all  things,  to  be  no  ways  injuri- 
ous to  the  Citizens  ,  but  onely  to  re- 
prefs  the  infolence  of  fuch,  who  fh ou'd 
go  about  to  hinder  the  fearch  for  Stran- 
gers :  After  which  himfelf  retiring  to 
the  Louvre ,   the  Marfhals  dJ  Aumont 
and  Biron,  who  were  at  the  Head  of 
the  Troups,  went  to  Poft  them  with 
beat  of  Drum,  in  the  Churchyard  of 
St.  Innocent,  and  the  adjoyning  places, 
on  the  Pont  No/Ire  Dame,  on  that  of 
St.  Michael,  on   the  Pont  au  Change^ 
at  the  Town-Houfe,   at  the  Greve, 
and  at  the  Avenues  of  the  Place  Man- 
lert. 


It 


The  Hiflory  of  the  League.        5^1 

It  appeared   immediately  by  what  fn^^ 
follow  cl,  that  this  was  in  etfed  to  give 
the  fignal  of  a  mutiny  ,  and  general 
revolt  to  all  Paris.     For  a  Rumour 
being  fpread ,  that  the  Ring  had  de- 
termined to  put  to  Death  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  principal  of  the  League  > 
and  a  Lift  being  alfo  forgd  of  their 
Names  who  were  to  be  Executed,  and 
fhown  openly  to  the  people,  the  Citi- 
zens, according  to  the  order  of  their 
Captains  and  Overfeers  of  their  Wards, 
were  in  a  readinefs  to  put  themfelves 
into  a  poflure  of  defence,  at  the  leafl 
motion  that  was  made.     For  which 
reafon  ,    fo  foon  as  they  heard  the 
Drums  and  Fifes ,  and  that  they  be- 
held the  Swiffers  and  the  Guards  ad- 
vancing through  the  Street  of  Saint 
Honore,  they  doubted  not  but  the  re- 
port which  wTas  nois'd  about  by  the 
Sixteen  was  true,  and  farther  believ'd 
(as  they  had  been  alfo  afliir'd)  that  the 
Town  woud  be  fack'd,  and  exposed 
to  Pillage,    The  Alarm  therefore  was 
given  round  the   City  :  They  began 
by  fhutting  up  their  Shops  ,  and  the 
Church  doors    on  that  fide  of  the 
Town:  They   rang  the  Tocfin  (or 

alarm 
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'Anmt&z.  alarm  Bell)  firft  in  one  Parifli  and 
then  in  another  :  and  immediately  af- 
terwards through  all  Paris  ,  as  if  the 
whole  City  had  been  on  fire. 

Then  the  Citizens  came  out  in 
Arms ,  under  the  Overfeers  of  their 
Wards,  and  their  Captains,  and  other 
Officers  of  the  Duke  of  Guife ,  who 
had  mingf d  themfelves  amongft  them, 
to  encourage  and  to  marfhal  them. 
The  Count  of  Briffac,  who  had  plac'd 
himfelf  at  the  Quarter  of  the  Univer- 
sity towards  the  place  Mauhert^  (where 
Cruchy  one  of  the  moft  hot-headed  of 
the  Sixteen ,  caus  d  the  alarm  to  be 
Sounded,)  being  himfelf  incompafs'd 
with  a  multitude  of  Students ,  a  rab- 
ble of  Porters,  Watermen  ,  and  Han- 
dicrafts men  all  Arm'd  ,  who  waited 
onely  for  the  ilgnal  to  ailaultthe  Swif 
fersy  was  the  firft  who  gave  Orders  to 
Chain  the  Streets  ,  to  unpave  them, 
and  ered:  the  Barricades ,  with  great 
Jogs  of  Timber,  and  Barrels  fill'd  with 
Earth  and  Dung ,  at  the  Avenues  of 
the  Palace  :  And  this  word  of  Barri- 
cades paffing  in  a  moment  from  mouth 
to  mouth,  from  the  Univerlity  into 
the  City,  and  from  the  City  into  the 

Town, 
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Town  ,  the  fame  was  done  every 
where,  and  that  with  fuch  exceeding 

hade,  that  before  Noon,  thefe  Barn- 
cades  which  were  continud  from 
Street  te  Street ,  at  the  diftdnce  of 
thirty  paces  from  each  other  ,  well 
Fianck'd  and  Man  d  with  Mufqueticrs, 
Were  advancd  within  fifty  paces  of 
the  Louvre  :  Infomuch  that  the  Kings 
Souldiers  found  themfelves  fo  encom- 
pafs'd  on  every  fide ,  that  they  cou'd 
neither  March  forward  nor  retreat, 
nor  make  the  leaft  motion,  without 
expofing  themfelves  linprofitably  to 
the  inevitable  danger  of  the  Mufquet 
fliot  ,  (which  the  Citizens  cou'd  fire 
upon  them  without  milling,  from  be- 
hind their  Barricades,  }  or  of  being  bea- 
ten down  with  a  temped  of  Stones  * 
which  came  powrihg  upon  their  Heads 
from  every  Window. 

The  Marflials  d'  Aumont  and  Bi\ 
ron,  and  Fiflequier  the  Governour  of 
Paris,  gain'd  little  by  crying  out  to  the 
Citizens ,  that  they  intended  them  no 
harm,  for  thev  were  too  much  en- 
fag'd  to  give  them  the  hearing ;  and 
were  poflefs'd  with  a  belief  of  what 
Brtffae,  Bois  Dauphin ,  and  the  other 
A  a  Creatures 
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Axm^  ij88.  Creatures  of  the  Duke  of  Guife  had 
told  them  ;  who  roar'd  out ,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  envenom  them  againft  the 
Royalifls ,  that  thofe  Troups  which 
were  entred  into  Paris,  were  fent  for 
to  no  other  end,  than  to  make  a  gene- 
ral Maflacre  of  all  good  Catholiquej, 
who  were  members  of  the  Holy  Uni- 
on, and  to  give  up  to  the  Souldiers  , 
their  Houfes,  their  Money,  and  their 
Wives.  Upon  this  the  Mufquet  fliot, 
and  the  Stones  from  above,  were  re^- 
doubl'd  on  thofe  miferable  men ,  and 
more  efpecially  upon  the  Swiffers  ,  to 
whom  the  Citizens  were  moil  inexo- 
rable. 

More  than  threefcore  were  either 
flain,  or  dangeroufly  hurt,  as  well  in 
St.  Innocents  Church  yard,  as  below 
on  the  Place  Maulert,  without  giving 
Quarter,  till  Br/ffac  (who  with  his 
Sword  in  his  hand  was  continually 
pufliing  forward  the  Barricades)  arri- 
ving there,  and  beholding  thofe  poor 
Strangers  who  cry'd  out  for  mercy, 
with  clafp'd  Hands,  and  both  Knees 
on  the  ground,  and  fometimes  making 
the  fign  of  the  Crofs,  in  teflimony  of 
their  being  Catholiques, )  ftop'd  the 
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fury  of  the  Citizens,  and  commanding  ^n^iSjs. 
th^m  to  cry  out  vive  Gu/fe  ,  which 
they  did  as  loud  as  they  cou'd  forfafe- 
guard  of  their  Lives  ,  lie  fatisfi'd  hirn- 
lelf  with  leading  them  difarm'd  and 
Prifoners  into  the  Boucherie  of  the 
New  Market,  by  the  Bridge  of 
St.  Michael,  which  he  had  already 
mafter'd. 

It  cannot  be  deni'd  but  that  this 
Count; was  he,  amongft  all  the  Lea- 
guers who  a&ed  with  the  mod  ardour 
againft  the  Royalifts  on  that  fatal  day. 
As  being  infinitely  exafperated ,  te- 
caufe  the  King  had  refus'd  him  the 
Admiralty,  and  refus'd  it  in  a  manner 
fo  difobligtng,  as  to /ay  openly  he 
wras  a  man  that  was  good  for  nothing 
either  by  Sea  or  Land  ,  accufing  him 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  not  done 
his  Duty  in  the  Battel  of  the  Azores, 
where  the  Navy  of  Philippo  Strozzi. 
was  defeated  by  the  Marquis  of  Santa- 
Cruz,  he  burn'd  inwardly  with  defire 
of  Revenge.  And  when  he  faw  the 
Souldiers  inclos'd  on  all  fides ,  by  the 
Barricades,  which  were  of  his  raifing, 
and  the  Swijfers  at  his  mercy,  'tis  re- 
ported that  he  cry'd  out ,  as  infulting 

Aa  ^  on 
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on  the  King,  with  a  bitter  Scoff,  and 
magnifying  himfelf  at  the  fame  time  ; 
"  At  lead  the  King  fliall  underdand  to 
"  day,  that  I  have  found  my  Element, 
"  and  though  I  am  good  for  nothing 
"  either  at  Sea  or  Land,  yet  I  am  fome 
4C  Body  in  the  Streets. 

In  this  manner  it  was,  that  the  peo- 
ple making  ufe  of  their  advantage  , 
dill  pufli'd  their  fortune  more  and 
more,  and  feem'd  to  be  juft  upon  the 
point  of  inverting  the  Louvre;  while 
the  Duke  of  Guife  by  whofe  fecret  or- 
ders ,  all  things  were  regularly  ma- 
naged amidd  that  horrible  coniufion, 
was  walking  almod  unaccompanied, 
in  his  own  Houfe,  and  coldly  anfwe- 
ring  the  Queen,  and  thofe  who  came 
one  on  the  neck  of  another  with  Me£ 
fages  to  him  from  the  King,  intreating 
him  to  appeafe  the  tumult ,  that  he 
was  net  Mader  of  thofe  wild  Beads* 
which  had  efcap'd  the  toyles;  and 
that  they  were  in  the  wrong  to  pro- 
voke them  as  they  had  done. 

But  at  lad,  when  he  perceiv'd  that 
all  things  were  abfolutely  at  his  com* 
mand,  he  went  himfelf  from  Barricade 
to  Barricade  ,    with  onely  a  riding 

fwitch 
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fwitch  in  his  hand  ,  forbidding  the  ^^J^\ 
people  who  paid  a  blind  obedience  to 
him  ,  from  proceeding  any  farther  ; 
and  defiring  them  to  keep  themfelves 
onely  on  the  defenfive.  He  fpoke  alfo 
very  civilly  to  the  French  Guards, 
who  at  that  time  were  wholly  in  his 
power,  to  be  difpos'd  of  as  he  thought 
good ,  for  Life  or  Death.  Onely  he 
complain  d  to  their  Officers,  of  the 
violent  counfells  which  his  Enemies 
had  given  the  King  to  opprefs  his  In- 
nocence, and  that  of  fo  many  good 
Catboliques ,  who  had  united  them- 
felves on  no  other  confideration  than 
the  defence  and  fupport  of  the  ancient 
Religion.  After  which,  he  gave  Or- 
ders to  Captain  St.  Paul,  to  reconduft 
thofe  Souldiers  to  the  Louvre;  but 
their  Arms  were  firft  laid  down  ,  and 
their  Heads  bare ,  in  the  poflure  of 
vanquiih'd  men  ;  that  he  might  give 
that  fatisfa&ion  to  the  ?  art  fans ,  who 
beheld  the  fpedtacle  with  Joy ,  as  the 
moft  pleafing  effedV  of  their  prefect 
Vidtory.  He  alfo  caus'd  the  Sw/Jers 
to  be  returned  in  the  fame  manner  by 
Briffac,  and  gave  the  King  to  under- 
Hand  ,  that  provided  the  Catholique 
Aa  3  Religion 
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Religion  were  fecur'd  and  maintained 
in  France ,  in  the  condition  it  ought 
to  be,  and  that  himfelf  and  hisFriends 
were  put  in  fafety  from  the  attempts 
of  their  Enemies,  they  wTou'd  pay  him 
all  manner  of  Duty  and  Service,  which 
is  owing  from  good  Subje&s  ,  to  their 
Lord  arid  Sovereign. 

This  in  my  opinion  makes  it  evi- 
dent ^  that  the  Duke  had  never  any 
intention  to  feize  the  perfon  of  the 
King,  and  to  inclofe   him  in  a  Mo- 
naftery,  as  that  Nicholas  Toulain  who 
gave  in  fo  many  falfe  informations , 
and  many  Writers  as  well  of  the  one 
Religion  as  of  the  other  ,  have  endea- 
voured to  make  the  World  believe. 
For  if  that  had  been  his  purpofe,  what 
cou  d  have  hinderd  him  from  caufing 
the  Louvre  to  be  invefled  ?  as  he  might 
eafily  have  done  the  fame  day,  by  car- 
rying on  the  Barricades  clofe  to  it, 
while  the  tumult  was  at  the  height ; 
and  for  what  reafon  did  he  return  the 
Trench  Guards   and  Swiffers  to    the 
King ,    if  his  intention   had  been  to 
have  attacqu'd  him  in   the  Louvre  ? 
This  was  not  his  bufmefs,  nor  his  pre- 
fent  aim ,    but  to  defend  and  protect 

his 
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his  Leaguers  with  a  high  hand,  and  to  >fo»^i$88. 
avail  himfelf  of  fo  favourable  an  op- 
portunity, to  obtain  the  thing  which 
he  demanded  ,•  and  which  doubtlefs 
had  put  him  into  condition  of  moun- 
ting the  throne  after  the  King  sdeceafe, 
and  becoming  abiblute  Matter  of  all 
affairs  even  during  his  Life. 

In  effed:,  the  Queen  having  under- 
taken to  make  the  reconcilement ,  as 
believing  that  thereby  fhe  might  reen- 
ter into  the  management  of  bufinefs, 
from  which  the  Favourites  had  re- 
moved her,  and  having  ask'd  him  what 
were  his  pretenfions,  he  proposed  fuch 
extravagant  terms,  and  with  fo  much 
haughtinefs  and  refolv'dnefs ,  fpeaking 
like  a  Conquerour  ,  who  took  upon 
him  to  difpofe  at  his  pleafure  of  the 
Vanquifh'd ,  that  as  dextrous  as  fhe 
was ,  in  the  art  of  managing  Mens 
Tninds ,  from  the  very  beginning  of 
the  conference  flie  defpair'd  of  her  fuc- 
cefs.  "  For  inhancing  upon  the  Ar- 
"  tides  of  Nancy  ,  he  demanded  that 
cc  for  the  Security  of  the  Catholique 
"  Religion  in  this  Realm,theKingofJV^- 
"  varr ?,and  all  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe 
"  of  Bourbon  ,  who  had  followed  him 
A  a  4  "in 
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in  thefe  laft  Wars,  fhoud  be  declar *d 
f  to  have  forfeited    for   ever    their 
V  right  of  fucceeding  to  the  Crown  : 
"  That  the  Duke  of  Efpemon,  La  Va- 
*'  kite  his  Brother  ,  Francis  d*  O.  the 
!*  Marfhals  of  Retz and  of  i?im?,Golonel 
"  Atyhonfo  dy  Ornano ,    and  all  others 
<c  who  like  them  were  favourers   of 
%i  the  Huguenots ,  or  were  found  to 
f  have  held  any  correfpondenee  with 
^  them ,    fhouM  be  deprived  of  their 
"  Governments  and  Offices,  and  ba- 
€-  nifli'd  from  the  Court,  without  hope 
"  of  ever  being  reftor'd  again.     That 
"  the  fpoils  otall  thefe  fhou  d  be  given 
•c  to  the  Princes  of  his  Houfe,  and  to 
*c  thofe  Lords  who  had  ingag'd  with 
"  him,  of  whom  he  made  a  long  Lift  : 
iC  That   the   King  fhou'M  cafheer  his 
u  Gmrd  of  five  and  forty ,  as  a  thing 
-  unknown  in  the  times  of  his  Prede* 
*c  ceflburs,  protefting  that  otherwrife  he* 
"  cou'd  place  no  manner  of  confidence 
P  in  him,  nor  ever  ctere  to  approach 
ic  his  perform     That  it  woud  pleafe 
"  his  Majefly  to  declare  him  his  Lieu- 
¥  tenant  General  through  all  his  E- 
"  flates  ,    with  the  fame  Authority 
f  which  the  late  Duke  oiGuiJe  his  Ft- 

"  xhzx 
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"  ther  had,  under  the  Reign  of  Fran-  f*1^*™* 

u  cis  the  Second :  by  virtue  of  which 

"  he  hop'd  to  give  iiim  lb  good  an  ac- 

"  count  of  the  Huguenots,  that  in  a  Jit- 

cc  tie  time  there  ihou'd  remain  no  o- 

•c  ther  but  the  Catholique  Religion  in 

"  all  his  Kingdom.    To  conclude,  that 

"  there  ihou'd  be  calfd  immediately 

"  an  Affembly  of  the  three  Eftates,  to 

"  fit  at  Paris  where  all  this  ihou'd  be 

"  confirm'd,  and  to  hinder  for  the  fu- 

"  ture,  that  the  Minions  who  wou'd 

€i  difpofe  of  all  things  at  their  pleafure , 

u  ihou'd  not  abufe  their  favour ,  that 

u  there   ihou'd  be   efiabliih'd  an  un- 

u  changeable  -  form  of  Government , 

\  which  it  ihou'd  not  be  in  the  power 

**■  of  the  King  to  alter. 

?Tis  moil  evident  that  Demands  fo 
unreafonable,  fo  arrogant,  andfooffen- 
fi ve,  tended  to  put  the  Government,and 
the  power  of  it  into  the  Duke's  hands, 
who  being  Mailer  of  the  Armies,  the 
Offices,  and  the  Governments  of  the 
moil  principal  Provinces,  in  his  own 
perfon  by  his  Relations,  his  Creatures, 
and  the  Eftates,  where  he  doubted  not 
of  carrying  all  before  him,  efpecially 
at  Paris,  wcu  d  be  the  abfolute  difpo- 

fer 
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fer  of  Affairs.  Infomuch  that  there 
wou'd  be  nothing  wanting  to  him  but 
the  Crown  it  felt,  to  which  'tis  very 
probable,  that  at  this  time  he  preten- 
ded, in  cafe  he  iliou'd  furvive  the 
King,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  Bourlons^ 
whom  he  wou  d  have  declared  inca- 
pable of  fucceeding  to  it. 

For  which  reafon ,  the  Queen  fee- 
ing that  he  wou'd  recede  from  no  part 
of  thefe  Articles  ,  and  beginning  to 
fear,  that  he  woud  go  farther  than 
ilie  defir'd,  counfeli'd  the  King  to  get 
out  of  Paris  with  all  fpeed  ,  while  it 
was  yet  in  his  power  fo  to  do.  And 
though  fome  of  his  chief  Officers  ,  as 
amongft  others  the  Chancellour  de 
Chiuerny ,  and  the  Sieurs  of  Fi/leroy 
and  V tile  qui  er  ,  wTho  were  of  opinion 
that  more  wou*d  be  gain'd  by  the 
Negotiation  ,  and  who  forefaw  that 
the  Huguenots  and  the  Duke  of  Efper* 
tton^  whom  they  had  no  great  caufe  to 
love,  wou'd  make  their  advantage  of 
this  retreat  fo  unworthy  of  a  King , 
endeavour'd  to  difliiade  him  from  it , 
yet  a  thoufand  falfe  advertifements , 
which  came  every  moment,  that  they 
were  going  to  inveft  the  Louvre  ,  and 

hk 
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his  accuftom'd  fear ,  together  with  the  ^J^J^f' 
diffidence  he  had  of  the  Duke  of  Gu/fey 
whom  he  confider'd  at  that  time  as 
his  greatefl  Enemy,  caus'd  him  at  the 
laft  to  refolve  on  his  departure. 

Accordingly,  about  noon  the  next 
day,  while  the  Queen  Mother  went 
to  the  Duke  with  proportions  onely 
to  amufe  him,  the  King  making  {hew 
to  take  a  turn  or  two  intheTuilleries, 
put  on  Boots  in  the  Stables  ,  and  get- 
ting on  Horfe-back  ,  attended  by  fif- 
teen or  fixteen  Gentlemen,  and  by  ten 
or  twelve  Lacqueys ,  having  caufed 
notice  to  be  given  to  his  Guards 
to  follow  him  ,  went  out  by  the 
Port  Neuve ,  riding  always  on  full 
gallop,  for  fear  of  being  purfu'd  by 
the  Parifians,  till  having  gain'd  the  af- 
cent  above  Challiot,  htflopthis  Horfe 
to  look  back  on  Paris,  'Tis  faid,  that 
then  reproaching  that  great  City  , 
which  he  had  always  honour'd  ,  and 
enrich'd  by  his  Royal  prefence ,  and 
upbrayding  its  ingratitude,  he  Swore 
he  wou'd  not  return  into  it  but  through 
a  Breach,  and  that  he  wou  d  lay  it  fo 
low,  that  it  ihou'd  never  more  be  in  a 
condition  of  lifting  up  its  felf  againft 

the 
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the  King.  After  this  he  went  to 
Lodge  that  night  at  Trappes ,  and  the 
next  morning  arriv'd  at  Chartres  ; 
where  his  Officers,  thofe  of  his  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Courtiers  came  up  to  him, 
one  after  another  in  great  diforder ; 
fome  on  Foot ,  others  on  Horfe-back 
without  Boots,  feveral  on  their  Mules, 
and  in  their  Robes  ,  every  man  mak- 
ing his  efcape  as  he  was  beft  able,  and 
in  a  great  hurry  for  fear  of  being 
ftopd  j  in  fliort,  all  of  them  in  a  con- 
dition not  unlike  the  Servants  of  Da- 
vUy  at  his  departure  from  Jerufalem, 
travelling  in  a  miferable  Equipage,  af- 
ter their  diftrefs'd  Matter,  when  he 
fled  before  the  Rebel  Abfalom. 

The  Duke  of  Guife  ,  who  on  the 
one  fide,  had  been  unwilling  to  pufli 
things  to  an  extremity,  to  the  end  he 
might  make  his  Treaty  with  the  King, 
and  that  it  might  not  be  faid  he  was 
not  at  liberty ;  and  on  the  other  fide, 
not  believing  that  he  wou  d  have  gone 
away  in  that  manner  ,  as  if  he  fled 
from  his  Subje&s,  who  flopping  fliort 
of  the  Louvre  by  fifty  paces ,  feem'd 
unwilling  to  purfue  their  advantage 
any  farther  ,    was  much  furpris'd  at 

this 
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this  retreat  which  broke  the  meddres^L???* 
he  had  taken  :  but  as  lie  was  endu'd 
with  an  admirable  prefence  of  mind, 
and  that  he  cou'd  at  a  moments  war- 
ning accommodate  his  refolutions  to 
any  accident ,  how  unexpected  or 
troublefome  foever,  he  immediately 
appli'd  himfelf  to  put  Paris  in  a  con- 
dition of  fearing  nothing,  to  quiet  all 
things  there,  andreflore  them  to  their 
former  tranquillity,  and  withalltogive 
notice  to  the  whole  Kingdom  how 
matters  had  pafs'd  at  the  Barricades , 
as  much  to  his  own  advantage,  as  pof- 
fibly  he  cou'd. 

To  this  effed:  he  poflefs'd  himfelf 
of  the  flrongefl  places  in  the  City ;  of 
the  Temple ,  of  the  Palace  ,  of  the 
Town-Houfe,  of  the  two  Chaflelets  , 
of  the  Gates,  where  he  fet  Guards,  of 
the  Arfenal  and  of  the  Baft  Me,  which 
was  furrender'd  to  him  too  eafily  by 
the  Governour  Teftu;  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  gave  to  Buffy  Le 
Clerc,  the  mod  audacious  of  the  Six- 
teen :  He  oblig'd  the  Magiftrates  to 
proceed  in  the  Courts  of  Judicature  as 
formerly  :  He  made  a  new  Provoft  of 
Merchants,  and  Sheriffs,  a  Lieutenant 

Civil, 
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Am.  i  $88.  Civil,  Colonels,  and  Captains  of  the 
^^'V'^  feveral  Wards  ,  all  devoted  to  the 
League,  in  the  room  of  thofe  whom 
he  fufpe&ed.  He  retook  without  much 
trouble  all  the  places  both  above  and 
below,  on  the  River ,  that  the  para- 
ges for  Provifions  might  be  free.  He 
writ  at  laft  to  the  King,  to  the  Towns, 
and  to  his  particular  Friends,  and  drew 
up  Manifefls  Q  or  Declarations )  in  a 
ftyle,  which  had  nothing  in  it  but 
what  was  great  and  generous,  while  he 
endeavoured  to  juftify  his  proceedings, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  preferve  the 
refpeft  which  was  owing  to  the  King, 
protefting  always  that  he  was  moll 
ready  to  pay  him  an  entire  Obedience, 
and  that  he  proposed  nothing  to  him- 
felf,  but  that  provifion  ihou'd  be  made 
for  the  fafety  of  Religion,  and  of  good 
Catholiques,  which  were  defignd  to 
be  opprefs'd,  through  the  pernicious 
Counfells  of  fuch  as  held  intelligence 
with  Heretiques,  and  projeded  no- 
thing but  the  ruine  of  Religion  and 
the  State. 

Thefe  Letters,  together  with  thofe 
which  the  Partjians  wrote  to  the  other 
Towns,  exhorting  all  men  to  combine 

witti 
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with  them  for  their  common  prefer-  f ^i^j^f " 
vation  in  the  Catholique  Faith ,  and 
thofeoftheKing,  which  on  the  con- 
trary were  written,  in  too  foft  a  ftyle, 
and  where  there  appeared  more  of  fear 
and  of  excufe,  than  of  refentment  and 
juft  complaint  for  fo  facrilegious  an 
attempt,  had  this  efFed:,  that  the  grea- 
teft  part  of  the  people,  far  from  being 
lcandalis'd  at  the  Barricades,  approved 
them,  loudly  praifingthe  conduct  of 
the  Duke  ofGuife,  whom  they  believ'd 
to  be  full  of  Zeal  for  the  Catholique 
Faith,  for  the  good  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  for  the  Service  of  the  King.  And 
as  he  defir'd  nothing  fo  much  as  to 
confirm  them  in  that  opinion ,  he  was 
willing  that  the  body  of  the  City  , 
flioud  fend  their  Deputies  to  the  King, 
humbly  to  befeech  his  Majefty  ,  that 
he  wou  d  forget  what  was  pafs'd,  and 
return  to  his  good  Town  of  Tarn  , 
where  his  moft  Loyal  Subjects  were 
ready  to  give  him  all  the  higheft  de- 
monftrations  of  their  Obedience  and 
devotion  to  his  Service. 

He  permitted  that  even  proceflions 
fliou'd  be  made,  in  the  Habit  of  Peni- 
tents, to  defire  of  God,  that  he  wou'd 

pleafe 
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pleafe  to  mollify  the  King's  Heart  i 
and  this  was  perform'd  With  fo  much 
ardour ,  that  there  was  one  which 
went  from  Paris  as  far  as  Chartres, 
in  a  moil  extraordinary  Equipage,  un- 
der the  condud:  of  the  famous  Fryar 
Arige.  This  honeft  Father  was  Henry 
tie  Joyeufe,  Count  ofBouchage,  and  Bro- 
ther to  the  late  Duke.  He  had  given 
up  himfelf  to  be  a  Capuchin ,  about  a 
year  before  this  time  :  having  fuch 
flrong  impreffions  made  upon  him* 
by  the  death  and  good  example  of  his 
Wife,  Catharine  de  Nogaret ,  Sifter  to 
the  Duke  of  Efpernon,  that  he  was  in- 
flamed with  a  defire  of  repentance  ; 
inlomuch  that  neither  the  tears  of  his 
Brother,  rior  the  iritreaties  and  favours 
of  the  King,  who  lov'd  him  exceeding- 
ly ,  nor  the  ardent  folicitations  of  all 
the  Court,  were  able  to  remove  him 
from  the  refolution  he  had  taken  of 
leading  fo  auftere  a  Life.  This  noble 
Fryar,  having  put  a  Crown  of  Thorns 
upon  his  head,  arid  carrying  an  over- 
grown Crofs  upon  his  Shoulders ,  fol- 
lowed by  his  Fraternity  ,  and  by  a 
great  number  of  Penitents,  and  others 
who  reprefented  iri  their  Habits  the 

feveral 
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ieveral  perfons  of  the  Paflion ,  Jed  op  ^^j^ 
that  proceiTiqh ,  tinging  Pfalms  and 

Litanies.  The  march  of  tbcie  Peni- 
tents was  fo  well  manag'd,  that  they 
entered  the  great  Church  of  Cbartres, 
juft  as  the  King  was  there  at  fofpers  : 

As  they  cnter'd ,  they  began  to  fing 
the  M/ferere,  in  a  very  doleiull  tone  ; 
And  at  the  fame  time,  two  fwindging 
Fryars  arm5  d  with  Disciplines,  laid  on 
luftily  poor  Fryar  Ange,  whofe  back 
was  naked.  The  application  was  not 
hard  to  make,  nor  very  advantageous 
to  the  Parifhins  ,  for  the  charitable 
creature  feem'd  evidently  to  defire  the 
King,  that  he  wTou'd  pleafe  to  pardon 
them,  as  Jefus  Chrift  wTas  willing  to 
forgive  the  Jews ,  for  thofe  horrible 
outrages  which  they  had  committed 
againit  him. 

A  Spedacle  fo  furprifing  produced 
different  effe&s  in  the  minds  of  the 
ilanders  by  ;  according  to  the  variety 
of  their  tempers,  fome  of  them  were 
melted  into  companion ,  others  were 
mov'd  to  Laughter,  and  fome  even  to 
indignation  :  And  more  than  all  the 
reft,  the  Marihal  de  Biron  ,  who  ha- 
ving no  manner  of  reliih  for  this  fort  of 
Bb  devotion, 
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An!L1}*2'  devotion,  and  fearing  befides  ,  that 
fome  dangerous  Leaguers,  might  have 
crowded  in  amongfl  them ,  with  in- 
tention to  Preach  the  people  into  a 
Mutiny,  counfell'd  the  King  to  clap 
.them  up  in  Prifon  every  Mothers  Son. 
But  that  good  Prince,  who  notwith- 
ftanding  all  his  faults  ,  had  a  flock  of 
Piety  at  the  bottom,  and  much  refped: 
for  all  things  that  related  to  Religion, 
rejected  wholly  this  advice.  Helilten'd 
to  them  much  more  favourably,  than 
he  had  heard  all  the  Harangues  of  the 
former  Deputies:  and  promised  to 
grant  them  the  pardon  they  de- 
iir'd  for  the  Town ,  which  he  had  fo 
much  favoured  ,  on  condition  they 
wou'd  return  to  their  Obedience.  And 
truly  'tis  exceeding  probable ,  that  he 
had  fo  done  from  that  very  time  ,  if 
they  had  not  afterwards  given  him 
frefh  provocations,  by  propofmg  the 
terms  on  which  they  inftfled  for  the 
Peace,  which  they  defir'd. 

For  the  Duke  of  Guife,  to  whom  all 
thefe  fair  appearances  were  very  fervice- 
able,  and  cou'd  be  noways  prejudicial, 
and  who  always  purfu'd  his  defigns  in  a 
direft  line,  knew  fo  well  to  manage  the 

difpofition 
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difpofition  of  the  Queen  Mother,  who  ^^^ 
had  feem'd  atfirfl  to  be  much  ftartledat 
his  demands,  that  he  recall'd  her  with 
much  dexterity  into  his  interefts  ;  by 
working  on  thofe  two  paffions  which 
were  rooted  in  her  Soul.     She  defir'd 
to  raife  to  the  Throne,  after  the  death 
of  the  King  her  Son,   her  Grandfon 
Henry  de  Lor  rain ,  Marquis  du  Pont ; 
and  believ'd  that  the  Duke  of  GuJfe 
wou'd  contribute  to  it  all  that  was  in 
his  power.    But  as  cunning  as  fhe  was, 
flie  faw  not  into  the  bottom  of  that 
Prince,  who  fed  her  onely  with  vain 
hopes  of  that  Succeflion  for  another, 
to  which  he  perfonally  afpir'd.     Sho 
infinitely  hated  the  Duke  of  Efpemon, 
and  believing  he  was  the  man,    who 
having  poflefs'd  himfelf  of  the  King  s 
Soul,   had  rendered  her  fufpedfced  to 
him,  long'd  to  turn  him  out  of  Court ; 
promifing  her  felf  by  that  means  to 
be  re-eftabliih'd  in  the  management 
of  affairs  from  which  the  Favourites 
had  removed  her.     And  the  Duke  of 
Guife   who  had  as   little  kindnefs  as 
her  felf  for  the  Duke  of£fpernony  con- 
curred in  the  fame  defign,  with  at  leafl 
as  much  earneftnefs,  but  for  a  much 
Bb  i  different 
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different  end  ;  for  he  detir'd  to  be  ab- 
folute  himfelf.  In  this  manner  this 
iiibtle  Prince,  always  diflembling,  and 
artificially  hiding  the  true  motives  by 
which  he  ad:ed,  drew  the  Queen  at 
laft  to  content  to  all  that  he  defir'd  : 
and  above  all,  to  give  her  allowance 
that  a  requeft  fhou'd  be  prefented  to 
the  King  in  the  name  of  the  Cardi- 
nals, the  Princes,  the  Peers  of  France, 
the  Lords,  the  Deputies  of  Paris  and 
the  other  Towns,  and  of  all  the  Ca- 
tholicities united  for  the  defence  of  the 
Catholt^ue^  Apofioli^ue  and  Roman  Re- 
ligion. 

This  requeft  which  in  the  manner 
of  its  expreiTions,  wascouch'd  in  moft 
refpe&full  terms,  contained  notwith- 
standing *in  the  bottom  of  it,  certain 
Proportions,  at  leaft  as  hard  as  the 
Articles  of  Nancy  ;  and  even  as  thofe, 
which  not  long  before  were  proposed 
to  the  Queen  by  the  Duke  of  Guife. 
For  after  a  proteftation  in  the  begin- 
ning of  it,  that  in  whatfoever  had 
pafs'd  till  that  prefent  time ,  there 
had  been  nothing  done,  but  by  a  pure 
zeal  for  God's  honour,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  Church,  they  de- 
mand 
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mand  of  the  King,   That  he  wou'd  An^^ 
make  War  with  the  Huguenot sy    and 
that  he  wou'd  conclude  no  Peace  till 

all  Herefies  were  rooted  out.     That 

it  wou'd  pleafe  him  to  ufe  the  Service 

of  the  Duke  of  Guife,   in  fo  jult  and 

holy  an  undertaking ;  that  he  wou  d 

drive  out  of  the  Court,    and  defpoil 

of  all  their  Offices,   all  thofe   who 

held  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the 

Huguenots^    and  principally  the  Duke 

of  Efpernon,  and  his  Brother  La  Fa- 

lette.  Againft  whom  there  are  re- 
cited in  that  requeft,    all  imaginable 

crimes  that  cou  d  be  thought  mod  ca- 
pable of  rendring  them  odious  $nd  in- 
supportable to  the  whole   Kingdom. 

That  he  wTou'd   deliver  the  Nation 

from  the  juft  apprehenfions  it  had, 

of  falling  one  day  under  the  power 

and  dominion  of  Heretiques.      And 

(  that  there  might  be  given  to  the 

City  of  Paris  a  full  aflurance  hence- 
forth to  enjoy  a  perfed:  tranquillity, 
without  fear  of  oppreflion, )  he  wou'd 
not  onely  pleafe  to  confirm  the  new 
Provofts,  and  Sheriffs,  but  that  alfo 
the  faid  City  may  have  full  and  en- 
tire liberty  for  the  future ,  to  make 
B  b  3  choice 
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Am^i&t.  choice  of  fuch  asfliall  fucceed  in  thofe 
places,  and  in  thofe  of  City  Colonels 
and  Captains. 

This  requeft  was  extremely  difplea- 
fing  to  the  King  ,  who  faw  but  too 
clearly,  that  their  intention  was  to 
give  the  Law  to  him  hereafter,  whom 
they  had  firft  fo  haughtily  affronted. 
He  therefore  caus'd  it  to  be  examin  d 
in  his  Council,  where  there  was  but 
fmall  agreement,  becaufe  the  Mem- 
bers of  it  were  divided  in  their  In- 
terefts.  There  were  but  two  methods 
to  be  taken  on  that  fubjedt  ,•  either  for 
the  King  to  joyn  with  the  League  a- 
gainft  the  Huguenots,  as  the  requeft; 
demanded,  or  to  make  War  againft 
the  League  with  all  his  Power,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Huguenots ;  for  un- 
kfs  he  efpous'd  one  of  thefe  inte- 
refls  It  was  impoilible  for  him  to  flic- 
ceecl  Thofe  of  the  Council  who  lov3d 
not  the  Duke  of  Efpernon,  who  were 
many,  and  who  fear'd  that  the  ading 
of  the  King's  Forces  in  t  combination 
with  the  Huguenots,  woud  prove  of 
great  prejudice  to  his  Reputation,  and 
of  greater  to  Religion,  were  for  the 
former  Proportion  and  Counfel,  that 

.  all 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League.  375  V 

all  differences  fhou'd  be  accommoda-  Aw.j*W« 
ted  in  the  bed   manner  they    cou'd 
with  the  Duke  of  Guife}  which  was 
alfo  the  defire  of  the  Queen  Mother  : 
But  the  reft,   who  for  the  mod  part 
confided  of  thofe  perfons,  whole  dif- 
grace  and   baniihment  was  demanded 
in  the  Requed,  infifted  drongly  on  the 
fecond  :    and  gave  their  voice  for  a 
War  to  be  made  againd  the  Duke  to 
the  uttermod  ;  fortifying  their  opini- 
on by  the  number  of  Forces,  which 
the  King   might  raife   promifcuoufly, 
both  from  Cdthdiques  and  Proteftants, 
becaufe  this  was  not  a  War  of  Religion, 
but  that  the  Sovereign  onely  arm'd 
himfelf ;  to  quell  and  chadife  his  re- 
bellious Subjects. 

It  wou'd  be  a  matter  of  much  diffi- 
culty to  tell  precifely  what  was  the 
true  refolution  which  the  King  took, 
betwixt  the  extremes  of  thefe  different 

Counfels.     But  it  may  be  told  for  a 

certain  truth,  that  having  a  long  time 

deliberated,    and  that  much  more  in 

his  own  bread  than  with  his  Council, 

he  feem'd  at  length  all  on  thefudden  to 

pitch  upon  the  firft ;  whether  it  were, 

that  being  as  he  was,  a  good  Catho- 
B  b  4  lique, 
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Anrui^.  lique,  and  hating  the  Huguenots,  he 
cou'd  not  yet  come  to  a  refolution  of 
uniting  himfelf  to  them  ;  or  were  it, 
that  he  thought  not  himfelf  at  that 
time  ftrong  enough,  even  with  the 
King  of  Navarre  s  alfiftance,  to  deftroy 
.%he  League,  which  was  grown  more 
power-full  than  ever  fmce  the  Barri- 
cades, and  Headed  by  a  man  fo  able, 
fo  bold,  and  fo  fucpefsfull  a§  the  Duke 
ofGu/fe;  or  ]aftly?  as  many  have  be- 
lieved, that  being  ftrongly  perfwaded, 
he  fhou'd  never  be  in  iafety,  nor  be 
Mailer  in  his  Kingdom,  while  that 
prince  whom  he  hated  mortally  was 
jiving,  he -took  up  from  that  very  mo- 
ment a  refolution  within  himfelf  to 
difpatch  him  out  of  the  World,  and 
that  he  might  draw  him  into  the  Net 
winch  he  was  fpreading  for  him,  was 
willing  to  grant  in  a  manner  whatfo- 
ey.gr  lie  dehr'd,  as  if  it  were  done  in 
contemplation  of  a  Peace, 

Whatsoever  were  his  try?  motive, 
(  for  I  debit  not  that  random  gueffes 
fhoif  d  be  taken  for  truths,)  'tis  certain 
that  though  the  King  was  highly  ex- 
aipejrated  againft  the  League,  yet  he 
anlwer'd    their    reouefl  with    much 

gentlenef§ 
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gentlenefs  and  moderation,  afliiring 
them  that  he  wou'd  aflemble  the  three 
Eflates-  at  Bio  is  >  in  the  Month  of  Sep- 
temler,  there  to  advife  of  the  means 
to  give  them  fatisfadtion,  and  to  de- 
liver them  from  the  jealouliethey  had 
of  falling  one  day  under  the  domi- 
nion of  a  Huguenot  Prince  j  that  for 
what  related  to  the  Duke  of  Efpernon, 
he  wou'd  doe  them  Juftice,  like  an 
Equitable  King ,  and  wou'd  make  it 
manifefl  that  he  preferred  the  publique 
welfare,  before  the  confideration  of  any 
private  perfon. 

Accordingly  in  the-firfl  place,  that 
Duke  was  defpoil'd  of  his  Govern- 
ment of  Normandy,  commanded  to  de- 
part from  Court ,  and  retire  himfelf  to 
Angouleme.  Not  long  time  afterwards 
the  King  concluded  a  Treaty  with  the 
Lords  of  the  League ,  to  whom,  be- 
sides the  Places  which  they  had  al- 
ready in  poffeffion  ,  the  Towns  of 
Montreuily  Orleans  and  Bourges  were 
given  for  fix  Years.  A  publication  of 
the  Council  of  Trent  was  promised, 
with  provifion  againft  that  part  of  it 
which  was  contrary  to  the  liberties  of 
the  Gallic ane  Church.  There  was  gi- 
ven 
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fan-j}**-  ven  to  the  Duke  of  Guife,  inftead  of 
the  title  of  Conitable,  that  of  Head  of 
the  French  Gendarmerie ,  which  fig- 
nifies  the  fame  thing.  Two  Armies 
were  promised  to  be  rais'd  againft  the 
Huguenots ■,  one  in  Dauphine  under  the 
command  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  and 
the  other  in  Saintonge  and  Poitou  y 
which  fliou  d  be  Commanded  by  a  Ge- 
neral of  the  King's  own  choice  :  For 
the  new  Conftable  under  another  name 
wou  d  not  be  fo  far  from  Court,  left 
his  abfence  from  thence  might  be  of  ill 
confequence  to  his  Party.  In  conclu- 
sion the  King  caus'd  to  be  publifti'd  the 
famous  Edidt  of  July,  which  he  com- 
manded to  be  calfd  the  Edi£tr  of  the 
Reunion,  where  he  did  more  in  favour 
of  the  League,  than  the  League  it  felf 
defir'd  from  him. 

For,  after  having  declared  in  that 
Edid:,  that  he  wou'd  have  all  his  Sub- 
jects united  to  himfelf,  that  in  like 
manner  as  their  Souls  are  redeem'd  with 
the  fame  price,  by  the  Bloud  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  fo  al- 
fo  they  and  their  pofterity  fhou  d  be 
one  Body  with  him ;  he  fwears,  that 
he  will  employ  all  his  Forces,  without 

fparing 
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fparing  his  proper  life,  to  exterminate  a™-  i$8&. 
from  his  Realm  allHerefies  condemn'd  v 
by  Councils,  and  principally  by  that  of 
Trent,  without  ever  making  any  Peace 
or  Truce  with  Heretiques,    or  any 
Edid:  in  their  favour.     He  wills  that 
all  Princes,    Lords,    Gentlemen,   and 
Inhabitants  of  Towns,  and  generally 
all  his  Subjects,   as  well  Ecclefiaftical 
as  Secular,  fhou'd  take  the  fame  Oath. 
That  farther,  they  fhou'd  fwear  and 
promife,  for  the  time  prefent,  and  for 
ever,  after  it  fhall  have  pleas 'd  God  to 
difpofe  of  his  life,  without  having  gi- 
ven him  Ifliie  Male,  not  to  receive  for 
King,    any  Prince  whatfoever,    who 
fhall  be  a  Heretique  or  a  promoter  of 
Herefie.   He  declares  Rebels  and  guilty 
of  High  Treafon,   and  to  have  forfei- 
ted all  Privileges  which  have  formerly 
been  granted  to  them,  all  perfonS  and 
all  Towns,  which  fhall  refufe  to  take 
this  Oath,  and  fign  this  Union.     He 
promifes  never  to  beftow  any  Milita- 
ry employment,    but  on  fuch  as  fhall 
make  a  fignal  profeffion  of  the  Roman 
Catholique  Religion.      And   prohibits 
in  exprefs  terms,  that  any  man  who- 
foever  ihall  be  admitted  to  the  exer- 

cife 
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Aniux^.  qV{q  of  any  office  of  Judicature,   or 
'  any  employment    belonging  to  the 
Treafury ,  whofe  profeilion  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholique  Religion,   appears  not 
under  the  Atteftation  of  the  Biflhop  or 
his  fubftitutes,  or  at  leaft  of  the  Cu- 
rates or  their  Vicars ,    together  with 
the  depofition  of  ten  Witneffes,   all 
qualified ,   and    unfufpe&ed    perfons. 
He  alfofwears  to  hold  for  his  good 
and  Loyal  Subjedts,  and  to  protect  and 
defend  as  well  thofe  who  have  always 
followed  the  League ,    as  thofe  others 
who  have  formerly  united  and  afTocia- 
ted  themfelves  agamfl  the  Heretiques ; 
and  that  at  this  prefent  he  unites  them 
to  himfelf ;    to  the  end  they  may  all 
act  together  in  order  to  one  common 
end.     And  that  he  holds  for  null,  and 
as  never   done,  that  which  feems  to 
have  been  done  againft  him  ;  as  well 
in  the  Town  of  Paris,   as  elfewhere  3- 
particularly  fince  the  twelfth  of  May 
to  the  day  of  the  publication  of  this 
Ed  id  :  without  future  moleftation  or 
bringing    into    trouble    any    perfon 
whomioever,  for  any  thing  relating 
to  the  premifles.     But  he  alfo  wills 
that  all  his  Subje&s  of  what  Quality 

ioever 
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foever,  fwcar  that  they  will  and  do 
renounce  all  Leagues  and  Confederati- 
ons, as  well  without  as  within  the 
Realm ,  which  are  contrary  to  this 
Union,  on  pain  of  being  punilh'd,  as 
infringers  of  their  Oath,  and  guilty  of 
High  Treafon. 

This  Edid  was  verified  in  Parliament 
the  one  and  twentieth  of  July  ;   and 
publifh'd  immediately  after  ,•  being  re- 
ceived with  extraordinary  tranfports 
of  joy  by  the  Leaguers,  who  believ'd 
that  by  it,   they  had  obtained  a  clear 
Victory  againft  the  King,  whom  they 
beheld  entirely  fubje&ed  to  the  will 
and  good  pleafure  of  their  Heads. 
He  himfelf  alfo  as  it  is  reported,  with 
profound  diflimulation  endeavoured  all 
he  was  able  to  confirm  them  in  that 
opinion,  by  making  publique  demon- 
ftrations  of  his  joy,   and  fatisfa&ion 
for  the  peace.     He  was  very  folicitous 
to  caufe  his  EdicSt  to  be  fign'd  by  all 
the  Princes  and  Lords  wTho  were  then 
at  Court  :  He  proclaim^  the  conven- 
tion of  the  three  Eftates  at  Blois,  which 
was  to  be  at  the  beginning  of  Ottober 
following.    He  procur'd  the  Letters 
Patents  for  the  Duke  of  Guifes  Com- 

miffio^ 
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rAtm.  1588.  miflion  of  Intendant  General,  over  all 
his  Armies  ,   with   the  fame  power 
which  is  annexed  to  that  of  Conilable, 
to  be  verifi'd  in  Parliament,    He  re- 
ceived him  at  Chart  res  with  fuch  par- 
ticular tokens  of  efteem,   affection, 
and  truft,  that  it  was  believ'd  the  ten- 
der friendftiip  which  was  betwixt  them 
when  the  King  was  then  but  Duke  of 
Anjou,  was  once  more  renew'd.    He 
favour sd  all  his  creatures,  on  whom  he 
beftow'd  confiderable    Employments, 
andatlaft,  to  fatisfie  him  in  that  point, 
which  of  all  others  was  moftnice,  he 
caus'd  the  Cardinal  of  Bourhon  to  be 
folemnly  declared  the  next  ofBIoud  to 
him,  by  allowing  him  all  the  Privi- 
leges and  Prerogatives  which  belong 
to  the  Heir  prefumptive  of  the  Crown. 
After  all,  as  it  isalmoft  impoflible  that 
a  violent  paflion  in  the  Soul,   what 
care  foever  be  taken  to  conceal  it , 
fliou  d  not  difcover  it  felf  by  its  confe- 
quences,   and   by  fome  indications, 
which  break  out  even  from  the  clofeft 
men :  So  this  Prince  as  great  a  Matter 
as  he  was  in  the  art  of  diffimulation , 
cou'd  not  a<3:  his  part  fo  well,  but  that 
he  gave  occafion  to  thofe  who  were 

more 
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more  clear  fighted,  to  believe,  or  at  ^"^J&i. 
leaftwife  to  fufpedt,  that  all  which  at 
that  time  was  done  by  him  to  teftifie 
his  joy,  was  onely  to  cover  his  indig- 
nation and  his  hatred,  which  urg'd 
him  inceflantly  to  revenge  himfelf  on 
thofe  from  whom  he  had  receiv'd  fuch 
unworthy  ufage. 

For  being  departed  from  Chartres, 
and  going  thence  to  Rouen^  where  he 
made  theEdifrof  Reunion,  he  wou'd 
never  be  perfwaded  to  go  to  Paris  at 
his  return,  what  inftaace  foever  the 
Deputies  of  the  Parliament,  and  thofe 
of  the  Town  cou'd  make  to  him:  al- 
ways alledging  faint  excufes,  which 
he  grounded  onely  ou  the  prepara- 
tions which  he  was  to  make  in  order 
to  his  meeting  the  Eftates  at  Blois. 
He  flill  retain'd  near  his  perfon  his 
Guard  of  the  five  and  forty  which 
the  Duke  of  Guife  had  requefled  him 
to  difmifs.  He  gave  the  command  of 
the  Army  defign  d  for  Poitou  to  the 
Duke  of  Neversy  whom  the  Duke  of 
Guife  his  Brother-in-law  cou'd  never 
lendure,  fince  his  renunciation  of  the 
VLeague.  He  admitted  none  to  his  pri- 
vate friendfhip  ,    but  the  Marfhal  dJ 

Aumo** 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

Aumont^  the  Lord  Nicholas  dy  Angen- 
nesy  de  Rambouillet,  Colonel  Alphon- 
fo  d'  Ornano,  and  fome  few  others, 
who  were  no  friends  to  the  Duke  of 
Guife. 

In  fine,  that  which  made  the  grea- 
teft  noife,  was,  that  the  Chancellour 
de  Chiverny,  the  Prefidents  Be/Ikvre 
and  Brulart^  and  the  Sieurs  de  Ville* 
roy^  and  Pinart,  ( the  two  Secretaries 
of  State,  who  had  given  him  advice,  to 
accommodate  matters  with  the  Duke 
of  Guife )  were  abfolutely  difgrac'd. 
The  Queen  Mother  who  had  manag'd 
that  accommodation,  had  little  or  no 
part  in  bufineis  ;  and  was  wholly  ex- 
cluded from  the  Cabinet  Council.  The 
Seals  were  given  to  Francis  de  Monthe- 
Ion  a  famous  Advocate,  a  man  of  rare 
integrity,  and  of  inviolable  fidelity  to 
the  Kings  fervice,  who  rais'd  him  to 
that  high  Employment,  without  his 
own  feeking,  at  the  recommendation 
of  the  Duke  of  Ne  vers,  who  was  known 
to  be  on  very  ill  terms  with  the  Duke 
of  Guife. 

All  this  was  fufficient  without  doubt 
to  alarm  that  Prince ,  and  give  him 
caution  to  look  about  him,  or  at  leafl 

to 
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tofufped:  the  King's  intentions  towards 
him,    but  the  flouriihing  condition , 
wherein  he  was  plac'd,  the  applaufes 
which  were  given  him  both  by  the 
people  and  by  the  Court  it  felf,  which 
admir'd  both  his  conduft  and  his  per- 
petual felicity,    and  regarded  him  as 
Arbitrator  and  Matter  of  Affairs  ;  and 
the  certain    opinion  which  he  had, 
that  all  things  wou'd  go  for  him  in  the 
Eftates,  had  fo  far  blinded  him,  that 
he  believ'd  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
fortune  to  do  him  any  prejudice,  not 
fo  much  as  to  fhake  him,  or  to  give 
the  fmalleft  Hop  to  the  full  carrier  of 
his  fuccefs.    Thus  he  entered  as  it  were 
in  triumph  into  Blois  at  the  end  of 
September ;  and  the  King  came  thither 
about  the  fame  time,    to  orde;r   the 
preparations  for  the  Efttates.  He  com- 
manded that  all  future   proceedings 
iliou  d  be  is  it  were  fan£tifi'd  by  two 
folemn  and  confpicuous  a£ts  of  piety ; 
which  were  a  mod  devout  and  mag- 
nificent Proceflion.  made  on  the  firfh 
Sunday  of  Ottoler ,  the  fecond  day  of 
that  Month,   and  by  a  general  Com- 
munion, taken  by  all  the  Deputies  on 
the  Sunday  following,   the  ninth  of 

C  c  the 
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Amu^  ij88.  the  fame  Month;  on  which  the  King, 
in  token  of  a  perfedt  reconcilement, 
received  with  the  Duke  of  Guifey  the 
precious  Body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  from 
the  hands  of  the  Cardinal  de  Bourbon, 
in  the  Church .  of  Saint  Saviour.  Af- 
ter which,  all  thofe  who  were  expec- 
ted being  at  length  arriv'd,  the  Aflem- 
bly  of  the  Eftates  wras  open  d  on  Sun- 
day the  fixteenth  of  that  Month, 
in  the  great  Hall  of  the  Caftle  of 
Blots. 

As  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  fay  any 
thing  of  this  Aflembly,  which  relates 
not  precifely  to  the  Hiftory  of  the 
League^  I  fhall  not  trouble  my  felf 
with  every  particular  which  pafs'd  in 
it.  I  fhall  onely  fay,  that  the  King 
who  was  naturally  eloquent,  opend 
the  Aflembly  with  an  excellent  Ora- 
tion ;  wherein  after  he  had  in  a  mofl 
Majeftique  manner,  and  with  mpfl 
pathetique  words  ,  exhorted  the  De- 
puties to  their  duty,  he  either  cou  d 
not  or  wou  d  not  conceal  from  them, 
that  he  had  not  fo  far  forgotten  the 
pafl  actions,  but  that  he  had  taken  up 
a  firm  refolution,  to  inflift  an  exem- 
plary puniihment  on  fuch  who  fhou'd 

perfift 
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perfift  in  acting  ggainfi  his  Authority a  4*j 

and  continue  to  be  (till  pollcil  with 
that  fpirit  of  Leaguing  and  Caballing, 

which  was  upon  the  point  pf  ruining 
the  State;  neither  wou'd  he  hence- 
forth fpare  thole  who  ihou'd  have  any 
other  union,  than  that  which  the 
Members  ouglit  to  have  with  their 
Head,  and  Subjects  with  their  Scve- 
raign. 

This  touch cl  fo  fenfibly  the  Lea- 
guers of  that  Aflembly,  and  principally 
their  Head,  who  look'd  on  this  Speech 
as  particularly  addrefs'd  to  himfelf,that 
they  proceeded  even  to  threatning 
that  they  woud  break  oil"  the  Eftates 
by  their  departure,  if  the  Ring,  who 
had  commanded  his  Speech  to  be 
Printed,  wou'd  not  give  order  to  fup- 
prefs  it,  or  at  leaft  correct  that  paf- 
iage.  There  are  fome  who  affirm, 
that  after  a  rough  difpute  concerning 
it,  the  King  permitted  at  laft  that  fome- 
thing  ihou'd  be  alter'd,  and  the  harfh- 
nefs  of  his  expreilions  a  little  mollifi'd, 
But  there  are  others,  and  even  of  their 
number  who  heard  it  fpoken,  who 
allure  us,  that  it  came  out  in  publique 
in  the  lame  terms  it  was  proncuncd. 
Cc  2  How- 
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However  it  were ,  'tis  certain,  that 
this  complaint  of  theirs  much  exafpe- 
rated  the  King's  mind,  who  faw  clearly 
by  this  proceeding,  that  the  League^ 
notwithstanding  its  Reunion  with  him, 
had  flill  a  feparate  intereft  of  its  own, 
and  extremely  oppofite  to  his* 

I  will  adventure  to  lay  farther,  that 
he  was  then  fully  perfwaded  of  it, 
when  he  perceiv'd  that  the  Duke  of 
Guife,  who  was  the  true  Head  of  it, 
was  evidently  more  powerfiill  than 
himfelf  in  thofe  Eftates.  For  befides 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Deputies 
had  been  ele&ed  by  the  factious  in- 
trigues of  his  dependants  in  the  Pro- 
vinces, thofe  who  were  chofen  to  pre- 
fide  over  the  feveral  Orders,  that  is  to 
fay  the  Cardinals  of  Bourbon  and  of 
Guife j  for  the  Clergy,  the  Count  of 
Brifacy  and  the  Baron  of  Magnac  for 
the  Nobility,  and  the  Provoft  of  Mer- 
chants ^  La  Chape  He  Marfan  for  the 
third  order,  were  all  of  them  entirely 
at  the  Duke's  devotion. 

Infomuch  that  at  the  fecond  Seffion, 
after  the  Edid  of  Reunion  had  been 
folemnly  confirmed,  fworn  to  again, 
and  pais'd  into  a   fundamental  Law 

of 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League.         385* 

of  the  State,  when  the  Petitions  of  the  Am^isjtt. 
three  Orders  were  read,  he  faw  that 
under  pretence  of  deftring  to  reform 
ibme  abufes  which  were  crept  into 
the  State,  they  were  fill'd  with  an  in- 
finite number  of  Proportions,  which 
tended  to  the  manifeft  diminution,  or 
rather  the  annihilation  of  the  Royal 
Authority,  and  to  reduce  the  Govern- 
ment to  that  pafs,  that  there  fhou'd 
remain  to  the  King  no  more  than  the 
empty  name  and  vain  appearance  of 
a  Sovei  aign  Monarch  ;  and  that  all 
the  real  and  eflential  part  of  Sove- 
raignty  fliou  d  be  in  the  League  >  which 
ablolutely  depended  on  the  Duke  of 
Gwfe. 

Yet  farther  they  were  not  fatisfied 
barely  to  propofe  thefe  things,  lea- 
ving to  the  King,  according  to  the 
Ancient  Laws  andConftitutionofthe 
Monarchy,  the  power  of  either  paf- 
fing  or  refufing  them,  Recording  to 
his  pleafure,  after  they  haa  been  well 
examined  in  his  Council ;  but  they 
pretended  that  after  they  had  been 
receiv'd  by  the  confent  of  the  three 
Orders,  they  Ihou  d  become  Lawo  of 
courfe,  and  be  inviolable,  lb  thau  the 
Cc  3  lung 
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4m.j$88.  Ring  ihou'd  not  have  the  power  either 
^  v^  to  change  or  abrogate  them  in  his 
Council  Then  they  wou'd  have  an 
abatement  of  Taxes  and  Impofts,  but 
fo  much  out  of  meafure,  that  they 
took  away  from  the  King  the  means 
of  making  that  War,  in  which  them- 
felves  had  ingag'd  him.  They  wou'd 
alfo  that  the  Council  of  Trent  ihou'd 
be  received  abfolutely,  and  without 
modification.  And  the  famous  Attor- 
ney General  Jaques  de  FayeJ'  Efpeffes, 
who  in  a  great  Allembly  held  on  that 
occafion,  maintain  d  with  flrength  of 
rcafon,  agairift  fome  decrees  of  that 
Council,  the  Prerogatives  of  the  King 
(or  Regalia')  and  the  Immunities 
of  the  Galikane  Church,  was  fo  ill 
treated  there,  though  he  had  baffled 
the  Arch-Bifhop  of  Lyons,  who  under- 
took to  deitroy  thole  Privileges ,  that 
the  King  who  was  affronted  in  the  per- 
fcn  of  his  Attorney,  was  not  a  litth 
difpleas'd  at  their  proceedings. 

But  above  all  things  they  were  "ur- 
gent with  him,  and  prefs'd  it  with  in- 
credible obflinacy,  that  the  King  of 
Navarre,  who  at  the  fame  time  had 
aflcmbled  the  Eftates  of  his  Party  at 

Rwhelle, 
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Roche//ey  and  from  thence  had  fent  to  ^j$8a. 
thofe  at  Blois,  intimating  his  defire  of 
a  General  Council  to  be  fummon'd, 
where  all  things  might  be  accommoda- 
ted, fliou  d  from  that  time  forward  be 
declared  uncapable  of  ever  fucceeding 
to  the  Crown.  They  had  made  a  De- 
cree concerning  this,  by  confent  of 
the  three  Orders,  at  the  particular 
inftance  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy. 
And  the  King  who  clearly  forefaw  the 
terrible  coniequences  of  this  unparal- 
Jel'd  injuftice,  and  who  was  ply'd  in- 
ceflantly  to  fubfcribe  it,  was  not  able 
to  defend  himfelf  otherwife,  than  by 
amufing  them  with  delays,  and  rubbs 
which  he  dextroufly  caus'd  to  be 
thrown  in  their  way,  on  fundry  pre- 
tences. It  was  not  doubted  but  that 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  (  who  having  two 
thirds  of  the  Eftates  for  him,  wTas  con- 
fequently  the  Mailer  there,  )  was  Au- 
thour  of  all  thefe  Proportions  fo  con- 
trary to  the  true  Interefts  and  Autho- 
rity of  the  King,  efpecially  when  it 
was  evident,  that  he  employed  all  his 
Managers,  to  caufe  himfelf  to  be  de- 
clar'd  in  the  Eftates  ,  Lieutenant 
General  through  the  whole  Kingdom, 

C  c  4  as 
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fti*2£-  as  if  he  wou'd  poflefs  himfelf  of  that 
Supreme  Command ,  without  depen- 
dance  on  the  King ,  and  that  he  pre- 
tended his  Prince  to  be  no  more  his 
iMafter,  as  not  having  power  to  de- 
prive him  of  a  dignity  which  he  was 
to  hold,  from  a  Commiffion  given  him 
by  others. 

All  thefe  things  fo  unworthy  of  the 
Majefly  of  a  great  King,  at  the  length 
quite  wcari'd  out  his  patience  ;  which 
after  fo  long  diflembling  his  injuries,on 
the  fudden  broke  out  into  the  extremity 
of  rage  :  Infomuch  that  thofe  among 
his  Confidents ,  who  ardently  defirci 
the  deftruftion  of  the  Duke  for  their 
own  advantage ,  found  not  the  leaft 
trouble  ,  in  parting  on  the  King  for 
truths ,  many  reports  and  oftentimes 
very  groundlefs  rumours ,  which  ran 
of  the  Duke,  adding  to  them  that  it 
was  he  ,  who  underhand  had  drawn 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  poflefs  himfelf  of 
the  Marquifate  of  S  a  luces ,  as  he  had 
lately  done.  And  this  they  confident- 
ly affirmed,  though  the  Duke  by  his 
own  intereft  in  the  Eftates  ,  had  pro- 
cured them  to  vote  a  War  againft  the 
Savoyard.     Thus  ,   whether   it  were 

that 
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that  the  King  had  long  fince  refolv  d  vAn^&?< 
to  rid  his  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Guife, 
in  revenge  of  fome  ancient  grudge  and 
fenfe  of  the  affronts  he  had  receiv'd 
from  him ,  particularly  on  that  fatal 
day  of  the  Barricades  ,•  or  were  it,  that 
being  fincerely  reconciled  to  him  he 
had  taken ,  or  perhaps  refum'd  that 
refolution  when  he  faw  him  a(f>againft 
him  in  the  Eftates ,  of  which  Tie  had 
made  himfelf  the  Matter,  and  believe- 
ing  his  own  condition  defperate,  if  he 
made  not  hafte  to  prevent  him , 
moft  certain  it  is,  that  he  deliberated 
no  more  ,  but  onely  concerning  the 
manner  of  executing  what  he  had  de- 
termin'd. 

He  had  onely  two  ways  to  chufe, 
the  one  by  juftice,  firfl  committing 
him,  and  afterwards  making  his  pro- 
cefs ;  the  other  by  Fad: ,  which  was 
to  have  him  flain.  He  managed  this 
confultation  with  exceeding  fecrecy  , 
admitting  onely  four  or  five  of  his 
Confidents,  on  whom  he  moft  rely  cL 
One  of  thefe  was  Beauvais  Nangis  5 
who  having  ferv'd  the  King  well,  in 
his  Army  againft  the  Reyters,  was  re- 
ft or'd  fo  fully  to  his  favour,  that  in 

recompence 
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f"0zJJ5?\  rccompence  of  the  Command  ,  of  Co- 
lonel of  the  French  Infantry  ,  which 
the  Duke  of  Efpernon  had  got  over 
his  head,  he  made  him  afterwards  Ad- 
miral of  France,  though  he  never  en- 
joyed that  great  dignity,  which  he  had 
onely  under  the  Signet. 

This  Lord  ,  who  was  as  prudent, 
and  temperate  in  Council ,  as  prompt 
and  daring  in  execution ,  concluded 
for  the  methods  of  Juflice  ,  maintain- 
ing that  they  were  not  onely  the 
more  honeft,  but  alfo  the  more  fafe, 
becaufe  the  fear  alone  which  wou'd 
poflefs  the  Duke  s  party  ,  left  they 
ihou'd  kill  him,  in  cafe  they  attempted 
to  deliver  him  by  force,  and  by  that 
means  hinder  the  courfe  of  Juftice, 
wou'd  flop  all  manner  of  fuch  procee- 
ding, and  reflrain  them  within  the 
terms  of  Duty.  That  after  all,  if  he 
were  once  made  Prifoner,  which  might 
be  done  without  noife  or  tumult,  it 
wou'd  be  eafie  to  give  him  fuch  Judges, 
as  ihou'd  foon  dilpatch  his  Tryal,  and 
that  afterwards  he  might  be  executed 
in  Prifon,  according  to  the  Laws. 
But  if  on  the  contrary  ,  they  fhou'd 
enter  crudely  on  fo  bloudy  an  execu- 
tion, 
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tion ,  there  was  danger  left  that^J^j^ 
aftion  which  was  never  to  be  well 
juftified ,  and  which  the  Leaguers 
wrou  d  certainly  caufe  to  pafs  in  the 
World,  for  tyrannical  and  perfidious, 
might  raife  a  rebellion  in  the  greatelt 
part  of  France ,  which  had  already 
declar'd  fo  loudly  for  that  Prince , 
whom  they  regarded  as  the  pillar  of 
Religion,  and  wou  d  afterwards  look 
on  as  the  Martyr  of  it.  But  the  reft, 
who  believ'd  it  impoflible  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  to  obferve  the  ordinary  forms  of 
Law  and  Juftice,  and  thought  that  the 
Head  being  once  cut  off,  the  Body  of 
the  League  wou'd  immediately  fall 
like  a  dead  Body  ,  were  of  opinion 
that  he  fhou'd  be  difpatch'd  with  all 
poftible  fpeed,  which  was  eafie  to  per- 
form, efpecially  in  the  Caftle  ,  where 
the  Duke  was  almoft  hourly  in  the 
King's  power  ,  whom  he  had  in  no 
manner  of  diftruft,  as  fufficiently  ap- 
peared by  his  Lodging  there. 

In  the  mean  time  'tis  moft  certain  , 
that  this  fecret  was  not  kept  fo  ciofe, 
but  that  he  receiv'dadvertifement  from 
more  than  one,  of  his  imminent  danger, 
and  that  his  death  already  wasrefolv'd. 

And 


3p£       The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

Amuj$2s.  And  he  flighted  not  fo  much  thefe  in- 
formations, as  intrepid  as  he  was  ,  or 
as  he  arFe&ed  to  appear,  by  replying 
continually  ,  they  dare  not ,  but  that 
two  or  three  days  before  his  death,  he 
confulted  on  this  affair,  which  fo  near- 
ly concern  d  him ,  with  the  Cardinal 
of  Guife,  his  Brother,  the  Arch-Bifhop 
of  Lyons,  the  Prefident  de  Neuilly,  the 
Provoft  of  the  Merchants  ,  and  the 
Sieur  de  Mandrevile  Governour  of  St. 
Menehoud,  on  whom  he  principally 
relyU  In  weighing  thofe  proofs  which 
in  a  manner  were  indubitable,  that  g, 
defign  was  laid  againft  him  ,  they 
wrere  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  the 
fafeft  courfe  was  to  be  taken,  and  that 
under  fome  pretence  qr  other  ,  he 
fhou'd  inflantly  retire.  Excepting 
onely  the  Arch  Bifhop,  who  continu'd 
obftinate  to  the  contrary ,  fortifying 
his  opinion  with  this  argument ,  that 
fince  he  was  upon  the  point ,  of  car- 
rying all  things  in  the  Eftates  accor- 
ding to  his  wilh,  he  ran  the  hazard  of 
laofing  all  by  leaving  them.  And  , 
that  for  the  reft,  it  was  not  credible 
that  the  King  ihou'd  be  fo  ill  advis'd, 
as  to  incur  the  manifefl  danger  of  ruin- 
ing 
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ing  himfelf,  by  ilriking  that  unhap-  ^Jj*f* 
py  blow.  To  which  Mandrevile  re- 
ply'd,  Swearing ,  that  for  a  man  of 
Senfe  as  he  was ,  he  was  the  word 
Arguer  he  ever  knew.  For ,  faid  he, 
you  talk  of  the  Ring,  as  if  he  were  a 
wary  and  cool-headed  Prince,  looking 
before  him  at  every  ftep,  and  will  not 
underitand  that  he  is  onely  a  hot-brain'd 
Fool ,  who  thinks  no  farther  than  how 
to  execute,  what  his  two  bafe  paffions, 
Fear  and  Hatred  which  poflefs  him, 
have  once  made  fink  into  his  imagina- 
tion, and  never  confiders  what  a  wife 
man  ought  to  do  on  this  occafion. 
It  were  a  folly  therefore,  for  the  Duke 
to  hazard  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  to  be  mov'd  by  fo  weak  a  reafon, 
to  loofe  all  in  a  moment. 

'Tis  wonderfull  toobferve,  that  the 
moft  clear  fighted  men,  who  have  it  in 
their  power  if  they  will  ufe  the  means 
before  them,to  avoid  that  which  is  calf  d 
their  Deftiny ,  after  the  misfortune  is 
happened,  ftiou'd  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  drag  d  and  hurried  to  it  as  it  were 
by  force,  in  fpight  of  their  underftan- 
ding  and  their  forefight ,  which  their 
own  rafhnefs,  and  not  a  pretended  fa- 
tality 
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Ann.  1588.  tality  renders  unprofitable  to  them, 
^y*^  'Tis  reported  that  the  Duke  of  Guife, 
confefs'dthat  this  dficourfe  of  Mandre- 
vile  carried  the  greater  force  of  reafon> 
yet  neverthelefs  he  added,  that  having 
gone  fo  far  forward  as  he  then  was, 
if  he  ihoud  fee  death  coming  in  at  the 
Windows  upon  him  ,  he  wou  d  not 
give  one  flep  backward  to  the  door, 
though  by  fo  doing ,  he  wTere  certain 
to  avoid  it.  Neverthelefs  'tis  very 
probable,  that  the  incpuragemcnt  he 
had  to  fpeak  with  fo  much  loftinefs 
and  refolution  ,  was  the  afiurance  , 
which  he  thought  he  had  \  that  the 
King,  whofe  Genius  he  knew,  particu- 
larly fince  the  day  when  he  enter'd  in- 
to the  Louvre ,  where  the  Duke  gave 
himfelf  for  loft ,  wou'd  never  af- 
terwards dare  to  take  up  fo  bold  a 
refolution  as  to  kill  him. 

?Tis  certain,  that  when  the  Sieur  de 
Vins^  one  of  his  greateft  Confidents, 
had  written  to  him  from  Provence , 
that  he  flioud  beware  of  keeping  fo 
near  the  King,  and  not  rely  on  thofe 
large  teftimonies  of hisaffedtion,  which 
he  faid  he  had  receiv'd  ,  the  Duke  an* 
fwer'd  him,  that  he  repos'd  not  the 

hopes 
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hopes  of  his  own  fafety  on  the  King's  ^%[^ 
Vertue,  whom  he  knew  to  be  ill  na- 
tur'd,  and  a  Hypocrite,  but  on  his 
Judgment  and  on  his  Fear ,  becaufe  it 
was  not  credible  ,  but  he  mud  needs 
underiland,  that  he  himfelf  was  ruin  d 
in  cafe  he  made  any  attempt  againit 
his  perfon.  But  he  learnt  at  his  own 
cofl  ,  by  the  unhappy  experiment 
which  life  made,  that  it  had  been  bet- 
ter for  him  to  have  follow'd  the  wife 
advice  which  was  given  him,  and 
which  he  himfelf  had  approved ,  than 
a  bare  conjecture,  and  the  impulfe  of 
his  inborn  generofity,  which  his  blou- 
dy  and  lamentable  death,  as  things  are 
commonly  judg'd  by  their  event,  has 
caused  to  pafs  in  the  World  for  an 
effed;  of  the  greateft  rafhnefs. 

It  ought  not  here  to  be  expe&ed, 
that  I  fhou'd  dwell  on  an  exadfc  and 
long  defcription  of  all  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  that  tragical  adfton,  which  has 
been  fo  unfortunate  to  France,  and  fo 
ill  received  in  the  World.  Befides  that 
they  are  recounted ,  in  very  different 
manners,  by  the  Hiftorians  of  one  and 
the  other  Religion,  according  to  their 
different  paflions,  and  that  the  greateft: 

part 
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Ann.  i$28.  part  of  them  are  either  fllfe ,  or  have 
'/V^  little  in  them  worth  obfervation  j  the 
thing  was  done  with  fo  great  facility, 
and  precipitation ,  and  withall ,  in  fo 
brutal  a  manner,  that  it  cannot  be  too 
haflily  pafs'd  over:  this  then  is  the 
plain  and  fuccind:  relation  of  it. 

After  that  the  Brave  Grillon^  Mefirt 
de  Camp  of  the  Regiment  of  Guards 
had  generoufly  refus'd  to  kill  the  Duke 
otGuife,  unlefs  in  fingle  Duel,  and  in 
an  Honourable  way,  the  King  had  re- 
courfe  to  Lognac ,  the  firft  Gentleman 
of  his  Chamber  \  and  Captain  of  the 
forty  five,  who  promis'd  him  eighteen 
or  twenty  of  the   moil   refolute  a- 
mongft  them ,  and  for  whom  he  durft 
be  anfwerable.     They  were  of    the 
number  of  chofe  whom  the  Duke  of 
Guije ,  who  had  always  a  diilruft  of 
tho'k  Gafcons,  as  creatures  of  the  Duke 
of  Efpemon  ,  had  formerly  demanded 
that  thev    might  be   difmifs'd  ,    from 
which -r'eqaed  he  had  afterwards  de- 
filled;     Irifomucii  that  it  may.be  faid 
lieforefkwth    nttisfewiine  that  atten- 
ded -him,  without ibeing  able  to  avoid 
ito  i  .For,7  on  Friday ,  the  twenty  third 
ql  Becemher  7    being  entered   about 

eight 
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eight  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning,  ^%^fv 
into  the  great  Hall ,  where  the  King 
had  intimated  on  Thurfday  night  , 
that  he  intended  to  hold  the  Council 
very  early,  that  he  might  afterwards 
go  to  Noflre  dame  de  Clery ;  fome 
came  to  tell  him  that  His  Majefty  ex- 
pe&ed  him  in  the  old  Cloflet,  yet  he 
was  not  there,  but  in  the  other  which 
looks  into  the  Garden.  Upon  this , 
he  arofe  from  the  fire  fide,  where  fin- 
ding himfelf  fomewhat  indifpos'd ,  he 
had  been  feated  ;  and  pafs'd  through 
a  najKJw  Entry ,  which  was  on  one 
fide  trie  Hall,  into  the  Chamber,  where 
he  found  Lognac  with  feven  or  eight  of 
the  forty  five :  the  King  himfelf  having 
caus'd  them  to  enter  into  that  room 
very  fecretly  before  day-break :  the 
reft  of  them  were  pofted  in  the  old 
Closet ,  and  all  of  them  had  great 
Ponyards  hid  under  their  Cloaks ,  ex- 
pecting onely  the  coming  of  the  Duke 
of  Guife  ,  to  make  fure  work  with 
him  whether  it  were  in  the  Chamber 
or  in  the  Cloflet,  in  cafe  he  ftiou'd  re* 
tire  thither  for  his  defence. 

There  needed  not  fo  great  a  prepa- 
ration for  the  killing  of  a  Tingle  man, 

Dd  who 
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who  came  thither  without  diftruft  of 
any  thing  that  was  defign d  againft  htm : 
and  who  holding  his  Hat  in  one  hand, 
*  and  with  the  other  the  lappet  of  his 
Cloak,  which  he  had  wrapt  under  his 
left  Arm,  was  in  no  condition  of  de- 
fence. In  this  poflure  he  advane'd  to- 
wards the  old  Cloflet  ,  faluting  very 
civilly  as  his  cuftome  was ,  thoie  Gen- 
tlemen who  made  iliew  of  attending 
him  out'of  refped,  as  far  as  the  door. 
And  as  in  lifting  uptheHangings,with 
the  help  of  one  of  them,  he  itoop'd  to 
enter,  he  was  fuddenly  feiz'd  hv  the 
Arms,  and  by  the  Legs ;  and  at  the 
fame  inftant  ftruck  into  the  Body  be- 
fore, with  five  or  fix  Pcjnyards  ,  and 
from  behind  ,  into  the  Nape  of  the 
Neck,  and  the  Throat ,  which  hin- 
dered him  from  fpeaking  one  fingle 
word,  of  all  that  he  is  made  to  fay, 
or  fo  much  as  drawing  out  his  Sword. 
All  that  he  cou'd  do,  was  to  drag  a- 
long  his  Murtherers,  with  the  lafl  and 
ftrongeft  effort  that  he  coud  make, 
ftrugling  and  flriving  till  he  fell  down 
at  the  Beds-Feet ,  where  fome  while 
after,  with  a  deep  Groan ,  he  yielded 
up  his  breath. 

The 
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The  Cardinal  of  Guije,  and  Arch-  jinn.l$B9i 
Bifliop  of  Lyons  ,  who  were  in  the 
Council  Hall ,  rifing  up  at  the  Noife, 
with  intention  of  running  to  his  aid, 
were  made  Prifoners  by  the  Marflials 
D%  Aumont  and  de  Retz  :  At  the  fame 
time  the  Cardinal  of  Bourhon  was  aifo 
feiz'd  in  the  Caftle,  together  with 
Anne  d'  Efle  Duchefs  of  Nemours,  and 
Mother  of  the  Guifes ,  and  the  Prince 
otjoinvi/le,  the  Dukes  of  Elbeuf,  and 
Nemours,  Brijfac  and  Bo  if  dauphin  with 
many  other  Lords,  who  were  Confi- 
dents of  the  Duke ,  and  Pericard  his 
Secretary.  And  in  the  mean  time  the 
Grand  Prevofl  of  the  King's  Houfe 
went  with  his  Archers  to  the  Chamber 
of  the  third  Eftate  ,  in  the  Town- 
Houfe,  and  there  arretted  the  Prefi- 
dent  Neui/ly,  the  Prevofl  of  Merchants, 
the  Sheriffs  Compan  and  Cotte-Blancb, 
who  were  Deputies  for  Paris  ,  and 
fome  other  notorious  Leaguers. 

This  being  done ,  the  King  himfelf 
brought  the  News  of  it  to  the  Queen 
Mother,  telling  her  that  now  he  was 
a  real  King  fince  he  had  cut  off 
the  Duke  of  Guife.  At  which  that 
Princefs  being  much  furpris'd  and 
Dd  2  mov'd. 
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Amu^w.  mov'd,  asking  him  if  he  had  made 
provifion  againft  future  accidents  ,  he 
anfwer'd  her  in  an  angry  kind  of  tone, 
much  differing  from  his  accuftom'd 
manner  of  fpeaking  to  her  ,  that  flie 
might  fet  her  heart  at  reft,  for  he  had 
taken  order  for  what  might  happen, 
and  fo  went  out  furlily  to  go  to  Mafs  j 
yet  before  he  went ,  he  fent  particu- 
larly to .  Cardinal  Gondii  and  to  the 
Cardinal  Legat  Moroftni,  and  informed 
them  both  of  what  had  pafs'd ,  with 
his  reafons  to  juftify  his  procee- 
dings. 

Davila  the  Hiftorian  reports,  that 
before  he  went  to  Mafs,  the  Ring  met 
the  Legat,  and  walking  with  him  a 
long  time ,  gave  him  all  his  reafons 
for  that  a&ion  ,  which  he  takes  the 
pains  to  fet  down  at  large,  as  if  he  had 
been  prefent  at  that  long  Conference, 
and  that  he  had  heard,(withoutloofing 
one  fingle  word ; )  all  the  King  faid  to 
the  Cardinal,  together  with  the  Car- 
dinal's politique  reflexions  upon  it,  and 
his  reply  to  the  King's  dilcourfe.  For 
he  tells  us,  that  the  Legat  fearing  to 
feflen  Henrys  affection  to  the  Holy 
See,  affur'd  him  that  the  Pope  as  be- 
ing 
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ing  a  common  Father  ,  wou'd  liften  'Mfeigfo 
favourably  to  his  excufes,  and  vvithall 
exhorted  him  to  make  War  againft  the 
Huguenots  ,  that  he  might  make  de- 
monftrations  of  his  fincerity,  and  that 
it  might  be  evident,  he  kill'd  not  the 
Duke  of  Guife ,  the  great  Enemy  of 
the  Heretiques ,  out  of  intention  to 
favour  the  King  of  Navarre  and  that 
party. 

He  adds,  that  the  King  promis'd  him, 
and  confirm'd  it  with  an  Oath  ,  that 
provided  the  Pope  wou'd  joyn  with 
him  he  wou'd  proceed  to  make  War 
againft  them ,    with  more  eagernefs 
than  ever,  and  wou'd  not  lufier  any 
pther  Religion  but  the  Roman  Catho- 
liyue  in  his  Kingdom.     That  after  this 
folemn     Proteftation  ,     the    Legat 
judg'd  it  not  expedient ,  to  proceed 
any  farther  in  the  Conference ,  and 
that  without  laying  any  thing  for  the 
prefent  in  favour  of  the  Prelates  who 
were  Prifoners,  he  continued  to  treat 
with  him  in  the  fame  manner  he  had 
us'd  formerly :   There  are  thofe  alfo 
who  are  bold  enough  to  affirm  ,  that 
by  the  freedom  of  his  aftion  and  car- 
riage ,  while  he  was  difcourfmg  with 

D  d  3  the 
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Am.  1588.  the  King ,  fometimes  whifpering  to 
s-^V^  ^im  ^  anc|  fometimes  laughing  with 
him,  it  was  believ'd  that  the  King  had 
done  nothing  without  the  confent  and 
privity  of  the  Pope  :  And  they  add 
with  Davilay  that  this  carriage  of  the 
Cardinal,  gave  the  King  encourage- 
ment to  proceed  yet  farther ,  and  to 
caufe  the  Cardinal  of  Guife  to  be  alfo 
flain  ,•  as  obferving  that  he  made  fo 
light  a  matter  of  the  imprifonment  of 
Prelates. 

You  fee  thefeAuthourshave  related 
with  great  feriousnefs  and  gravity,  as  an 
undoubted  trutb^the  paflages  of  thiscon- 
ference  which  they  fay  was  publiquely 
beheld,  in  the  Court  of  the  Caftte  of 
Blots.  Notwithftanding  which,  'tis  all  a 
moll  manifeft  falfehood;  and  all  that 
Davila  has  faid  in  relation  to  it,  is  no 
better  than  one  of  thofe  fidHons  which 
onely  Poets  have  Authority  to  make. 
The  proof  of  this  amounts  to  no  Ms 
than  a  demonftration ,  and  leaves  not 
a  fcruple  remaining  to  be  fatisffd.  We 
have  the  Printed  Memoires  of  Cardi- 
nal Moroftnis  Life ,  written  in  Italian^ 
in  an  Elegant  and  Manly  flyle ,  by 
Mmfignor  Stephano  Cofnti ,  Archbifliop 

of 
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otSpalato;  who  did  me  the  honour  ^^$8* 
to  fend  them  to  me  from  Venice  more 
than  three  years  fince.  And  'tis  evi- 
dent from  the  Letters  of  this  Cardinal 
Legat,  to  Cardinal  Mont  alto,  Nephew 
of  Pope  Sixtiis  the  fifth,  to  whom  he 
gives  a  mofl  exadt  account ,  of  all  the 
pafTages  on  the  twenty  third  of  De- 
cember,  and  the  following  days ,  that 
whatfoever  importunity  he  had  us'd 
at  the  requeft  of  Madam  de  Nemours , 
to  obtain  an  Audience  of  the  King, 
on  the  morning  of  that  day ,  the  en- 
trance even  of  the  Caflle  was  refus'd 
to  him,  notwithftanding  that  he  us'd 
his  utmoft  endeavours  at  the  Gate  to 
get  admiffion,  and  that  he  cou  d  never 
procure  an  Audience  till  the  twenty 
fixth,  which  was  three  days  after  the 
Murther  of  the  Cardinal.  After  this 
what  will  become  of  all  thole  fine  dif- 
courles,  and  all  the  particular  circum- 
fiances  of  that  pretended  Conference 
in  the  Caftle  Court ,  on  the  twenty 
third  ?  and  of  that  eafie  and  uncon- 
*rn'd ,  or  ratjjpr  light  behaviour 
of  the  Cardinal  to  the  King ,  when 
he  whifper'd  in  his  Ear  and  laugh'd  lb 
heartily ;  which  gave  men  occafion 

D  d  4  to 
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to  believe,  that  according  to  his  Or- 
ders from  Rcme,  he  was  of  intelligence 
with  the  King,  who  feeing  him  fo  fne- 
rily  difpos'd,  was  refolv'd  to  profecute 
his  defign  yet  farther ,  and  to  rid  his 
hands  of  the  Cardinal  ofGuife  >  What 
elfe  is  this,  than  to  turn  Hiftory  in- 
to Romance;  as  on  this  very  occafion 
two  Proteftant  Writers  have  alfo  done, 
I  mean  d'  Auhigne,  and  the  Authour 
of  the  Difcourie  of  that  which  pafs'd 
at  Blois9  untill  the  death  of  the  Duke 
Of  Guife  ?  And  our  Catholtque  Hifto- 
rians  who  have  followed  their  Autho- 
rity, having  fuffer'd  themfelves  to 
be  impos'd  on  by  thofe  Huguenots  , 
have  confequently  impos'd  upon  their 
Readers.  There  is  fo  little  appearance 
that  the  complaifant  Difcourfes  of 
the  Legat  Morofini ,  had  given  the 
King  occasion  to  refolve  on  the  death 
of  the  Cardinal  de  Guife,  that  you  fee 
on  the  contrary  he  refus'd  to  grant 
him  an  Audience ,  becaufe  he  wou'd 
not  hear  what  he  cou'd  urge  in  favour 
of  that  Cardinal,  whofe  death  already 
wras  determin  d. 

In  efTed-,  that  Cardinal  grown  def* 
perate  by  reafon  of  his  Brother's  death, 

having 
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having  utter'd  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  ^2^***\ 

his  grief  and  fury,  all  that  thofe  pafli- 

ons  cou  d  poflibly  infpire  into  a  man  of 

his  hot  temper,  in  the  mod  opprobrious 

and  affronting  terms  he  cou  d  invent 

againft  the  perfon  of  the  King  ;  that 

Prince  thereby  more  incens'd  than  e- 

ver,  and  fearing  all  things  from  the 

revenge  of  his  violent  and  haughty 

Soul,  who  was  almoft  as  formidable 

to  him  as  his  Brother,  Swore  he  fhou'd 

die  for  it.     That  which  provok'd  him 

more  to  hold  this  refolution ,  was  the 

report  which  had  been  made  to  him, 

that  the  Cardinal  had  the  impudence 

to  fay,  that  he  fhou'd  not  die ,  before 

he  held  the  King's  Head  to  be  fhav'd 

and  made  a  Monk  of  him  ,•    for  thefe 

are  the  very  words  of  the  King  in  his 

Letter  of  the  24th.  of  December,  to 

the  Marquis  Pifani>    his  Ambafladour 

at  Rome. 

Neverthelefs ,  they  had  trouble  e- 
nough  to  find  out  men  ,  who  wou  d 
undertake  the  Execution  of  this  Order. 
Thofe  of  the  45-  who  had  Ponyar- 
ded  the  Duke ,  refused  in  plain  terms 
to  embrue  their  hands  in  the  bloud  of 
a  Cardinal,  a  Prieft,  and  Archbifhop 

of 
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*™^&^oiRheyms.     Yet  at  laft  they  lighted 
J  on  four  Souldiers,  who  not  having  fo 
much  Honour  as  thofe  Gentlemen , 
offered  themfelves  to  kill  him  for  four 
hundred  Crowns ,  which  were  pro- 
mised them.  So  that  after  the  wretch- 
ed Cardinal  was  return  d  by  little  and 
little  from  the   extravagance  of  his 
Pailion^nd  had  pafs'dthe  remainder  of 
the  day,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
night  following  in  Prayers  ,  with  the 
Archbifhop  of  Lyons  jn  a  little -Chamber 
where  they  confefs'd  themfelves  to  each 
other,  one  came  to  tell  him  in  the 
morning  about  ten  of  the  Clocks,  that 
the  King  ask'd  for  him  :    then  having 
recommended  his  Soul  to  God  ,  and 
received  yet  once  more  the  benedicti- 
on of  the  Archbiftiop ,  who  believing 
that  he  himfelf  fhou'd  likewife  die  , 
exhorted  him  to  receive    his    death 
with  conftancy  of  mind ,  and  like  a 
Chriflian  ,  he  went  out ,  and  percei- 
ving the  Souldiers  who  expe&ed  him 
in  an  obfcure  paflage ,  he  cover'd  his 
Face  with  his  Cloak  ,  and  leaning  his 
Body  againft  the  Wall,  fufter'd  him- 
felf to   be    wounded  ,    with    ilrong. 
thrufts  of  their  Hallbards  ,    without 

giving    I 
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giving  the  lead  Groan  or  figh,  or  even  <Aw^i$m. 
ihaking  in  the  lead,  till  he  fell  down  * 
dead  at  the  Feet  of  his  inhumane  Mur- 
therers. 

His  Body  together  with  his  Bro- 
ther's, were  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
Chirurgeon  ,  who  confum'd  the  Fleih 
with  unflak'd  Lime  ,  and  then  burnd 
the  Bones  in  a  Chamber  of  the  Caftle, 
that  they  might  not  come  into  the 
poffeflion  of  the  Leaguers,  who  wou  d 
be  fure  to  have  us'd  them,  to  inflame 
the  people  who  were  his  Idolaters,  and 
to  have  made  reliques  of  them ,  to 
which  they  wou'd  have  paid  the  fame 
Honours,  as  are  given  to  the  Bones 
of  Martyrs.  Thus  perifli'd  in  the  mid- 
dle of  hiscourfe,  one  of  the  moll  il- 
luflrious  men  who  ever  liv'd  ;  at  the 
age  of  42  years ,  Henry  of  Lor  rain  , 
Duke  of  Guifey  who  by  the  incompa- 
rable perfections  of  his  Body  ,  of  his 
Mind,  and  of  his  Soul ,  which  made 
him  admir'd  even  by  his  Enemies, 
had  merited  all  that  Fortune  feem'd  to 
be  preparing  for  him,  had  he  not  pre- 
fum'd  to  have  pufh'd  it  beyond  the 
bounds,  which  the  providence  of  God 
to  whom  it  is  fubfervient ,  had  pre- 
fcrib'd  him.  For 
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Am.  i  $88,      p0r  in  conclufion,  the  following  e- 
'  '  vents  have  made  it  evident,  that  the 

divine  providence  which  difpofes  So- 
vereignly of  Empires,  had  ordain'd 
to  take  away  that  of  France,  from  the 
Family  of  Valou,  and  to  transfer  it  to 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  and  by  confe- 
quence  whatever  was  fet  up  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  eternal  Decree,  mull  fall 
under  it  at  laft  ,•  neither  Confpiracies, 
nor  Leagues ,  nor  Fortune ,  nor  any 
power  on  Earth,  being  able  to  refift 
it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  violent  death 
of  thofe  Princes  ,  far  from  bringing 
thofe  advantages  to  the  King ,  which 
he  had  promis'd  himfelf  from  it ,  and 
which  his  paffion  had  reprefented  to 
him  through  falfe  optiques ,  as  excee* 
ding  great  and  njoft  aflur'd,  threw 
him  headlong  on  the  fudden  into  a 
more  deplorable  condition,  than  that 
which  he  thought  he  had  efcap'd. 
He  well  knew  after  he  had  confider'd, 
what  he  had  done  in  cold  Bloud ,  that 
the  Murther  of  the  Cardinal  of  Guifey 
wou'd  be  extremely  oflenfive  to  the 
Pope ,  and  that  it  was  neceflary  he 
fhou'd  endeavour  to  appeafe  him ,  left 

he 
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he  who  carried  all  things  with  a  high 
hand,  and  was  not  of  a  temper  to  en- 
dure the  leait  aflront  to  his  Authori- 
ty ,  fhou'd  declare  himfelf  for  the 
League  in  oppofition  to  him,  which  as 
yet  ne  had  not  done:  In  confederation 
of  which,  he  writ  a  Note  to  the  Le- 
gat  on  Chriflwas  day ,  in  thefe  very 
words  which  follow. 

"  Now  at  laft  I  am  a  King ,  and  am 

"  refolv'd  from  henceforth,  not  to  fuf- 

u  fer  my  felf  to  be  affronted  :   I  will 

"  give  themtounderftand,  and  make 

li  them  feel  whofoever  they  are,  who 

"  dare  to  attacque  me ,  that  I  will  al- 

"  ways  remain  in  this  generous  refolu- 

<c  tion,  following  therein  the  example 

<c  of  our  Holy  Father  the  Pope,  whofe 

"  common  faying  it  is ,  that  we  mufl 

u  make  our  felves  be  obey'd,  andpu- 

"  nifh  thofe  who  injure  us.     And  fince 

"  I  have  accomplifli  d  my  purpofe  ac- 

<c  cording  to  this  Maxim,  to  morrow 

"  I  will  lee  you.    Farewell. 

Accordingly  on  the  twenty  fixth  of 
December i  the  Legat  had  a  long  Au- 
dience :  wherein  the  King  having  in- 
formed him  of  the  reafons  which  he 
had  to  kill  the  Duke  and  Cardinal , 

took 
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took  God  to  witnefs  that  he  had  deba- 
ted within  himfelf.,  and  oppos'd  his 
own  Arguments  with  all  manner  of 
feverity ,  for  fix  days  together ;  and 
during  all  that  time ,  was  firmly  re- 
folv*d  not  to  have  come  to  thofe  extre- 
mities for  fear  of'  offending  Almighty 
God.  But  at  length  confidering  that 
He  who  had  made  him  a  King  ,  made 
it  part  of  his  duty  to  maintain  himfelf 
in  that  Dignity ,  and  that  the  Pope 
had  fent  him  word  by  Monfieur  de  Lux- 
emlourg,  and  had  often  fpoken  to  the 
fame  purpofe  to  the  Cardinal  ofjoyeufe, 
that  he  ought  to  make  himfelf  be  o- 
bey'd,  and  punifli  thofe  who  affronted 
him ;  he  had  accordingly  refolv'd  to 
prevent  them,  by  taking  their  lives, 
rather  than  flay  ,  till  his  own  were 
taken  by  them :  the  defign  of  which 
they  had  already  laid.  And  if  he  had 
not  proceeded  by  the  ordinary  forms 
of  Juftice,  the  reafonwas,  that  in  the 
low  condition  to  which  they  had  re- 
duc'd  him ,  'twas  impoflible  to  make 
ufe  of  Law. 

To  this  the  Legat,  who  had  leifure 
in  the  mean  time,  to  confider  of  what 
he  ought  to  fay,  anfwerd ,  without 

mentioning 
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mentioning  the  Duke  ofGuifes  death,  ^^^ 
that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  adver- 
tife  him ,  that  fuppofing  the  Cardinal 
had  been  guilty  ,  yet  his  Majefly  in 
caufing  him  to  be  put  to  death  as  he 
had  done ,  had  incurr'd  the  Cenfures, 
contained  in  the  Bull ,  call'd  In  Cana 
Domini ;  as  much  as  thofe  who  had 
executed  his  Orders,  and  either  coun- 
fell'd  qf  approv'd  that  a£Hon.  That 
therefore  it  was  his  duty  to  ask  pardon, 
and  abfolution  of  his  Sin  from  the 
Pope,  who  alone  was  able  to  give  it 
him,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  ought 
to  abftain  from  entring  into  the 
Church. 

The  King,  furpriz'd  exceedingly  at 
fo  brisk  a  declaration  ,  anfwer'd  him, 
that  there  was  no  Sovereign  Prince  , 
who  was  not  endued  with  power ,  to 
puniih  his  Ecclefiaflical  Subjedis  for 
crimes  of  High  Treafon,  and  more  es- 
pecially when  his  own  Life  was  con- 
cern'd  in  them  :  for  which  reafon,  he 
believ'd  not  that  he  had  incurr'd  any 
manner  of  cenfure  ,  principally  con- 
sidering thatthe  Kings  of  France  have 
the  privilege  to  be  exempted  from 
excommunication.    'Tis  certain  that 

he 
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Am.! $88.  he  faiTd  not  on Newyears  day  to  per- 
'  form  his  Devotions,  in  ceremony  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Order,  and  to  com- 
municate publiquely  in  the  Church  of 
Saint  Sat^ueur.  And  when  the  Legat 
had  madfe  complaint  concerning  it,  he 
fent  to  him  the  Sieur  de  Revol,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  fhew'd  him  a  Bre- 
viat  of  the  xift  dijuly  ,  in  the  year 
foregoing,  by  which  the  Pope  jfjrmit- 
ted  him  to  chufe  what  Confeflbur  he 
pleas'd ,  and  who  in  virtue  of  that 
Breviat,  had  power  to  abfolve  him 
from  all  manner  of  crimes  ,  even  the 
mod  enormous ,  from  all  thofe  parti- 
cular cafes  referv'd  to  the  Pope's  own 
perfon,  from  all  cenfures  and  Ecclefi- 
aflical  puniihments,  even  thofe  which 
are  contain  d  in  the  Bull  which  is 
calfd  In  C<enh  Domini.  And  the  Se- 
cretary added,  that  though  the  King 
by  virtue  of  his  Privileges  had  no 
need  of  that  Breviat,  in  order  to  his 
frequenting  the  Sacraments,  yet  it  was 
paft  all  manner  of  difpute,  that  having 
it,  he  might  communicate  Without 
either  fcruple  or  fcandal,  after  having 
receiv'd  Abfolution  from  his  Confef- 
four.    The  Legat  having  nothing  to 
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reply  to  this,  faid  no  more,  and  fatif- 
fi'd  himlelf  with  the  remonftranee 
which  he  had  made. 

But  Pope  Sixtus  ftopt  not  there,  for 
he  was  ftrangely  tranfported  againft  his 
Legat  whom  he  accus'd  of  Cowardife, 
becaufe  that  having  feen  a  Cardinal 
Murtherd ,  he  had  not  publiftul  the 
cenfures  againft  the  King  with  the  In- 
terdictions ,    even  though  it  flioud 
have  cod  him  (as  he  faid)  an  hundred 
Lives.     He  teftifi'd  his  refentmeiit  of 
it  to  the  Marquis  de  Pifany  the  King's 
Ambafladour  at  -  Rome  ,     with  much 
fharpnefs,  as  alfo  to  Cardinal  de  Joyeufe 
Prote&our  of  France ,  and  yet  more 
vehemently  to  the  Sacred  College  in 
full  Confiftory ,  though  the  Cardinal 
ide  Saint  Croix  fpeaking  to  him  imme- 
diately before,  had  told  him,  that  ha- 
ving   confulted    the    Books   of   the 
Dodtours  on  this  Subject,  he  had  there 
read ,  that  a  King  who   had  found  a 
Cardinal  plotting  againft  his  Eftate, 
might  caufe  him  to  be  put  to  death , 
without  either  form  or  figure  of  Pro- 
cefs,  and  that  he  had  no  need  of  abfo« 
lution  in  fuch  a  cafe.    The  Pope  was 
incens'd  at  this  freedom  which  he  took, 

Ee  and 
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^2i  LI88,  and  loudly  protefted  ,  that  he  wou'd 
^  never  grant  any  favour,  nor  wou'd 
fuffer  any  confiftorial  Remiflion  to 
be  made,  before  the  King  had  fent  to 
beg  Abfolution,  which  yet  fhou'd 
not  be  granted  him,  till  the  whole  bu- 
finefs  had  been  throughly  examin'd  in 
a  Congregation  of  Cardinals  ,  which 
he  eftablifh'd  for  that  purpofe. 

The  King  was  very  willing,  that  the 
Pope  if  he  io  pleas'd ,  fliou  d  give  him 
yet  another  abfolution  ,  which  cou  d 
have  done  him  no  prejudice ,  though 
he  believ'd  it  not  to  be  neceflary.  But 
he  wou'd  by  no  means  allow  that  it 
fhou'd  be  juridically  fcann'd,  whether 
he  had  the  right  of  punifliing  his  Sub- 
jects as  he  had  done.  Upon  which , 
the  Cardinal  de  Joyeufe  made  no  fcru- 
ple  of  remonftrating  to  the  Pope,  with 
all  the  refpecft  which  was  due  to  his 
Holinefs,  that  the  beftand  moft  devout 
Catholiques  of  France ,  ("  they  are  his 
very  words)  held  not  for  authentique 
the  opinions  which  were  received  at 
RomeY  in  that  which  concerns  not  the 
Dodrine  and  Tradition  of  the  Church, 
(in  both  which,  there  was  no  diffe- 
rence betwixt  Rome  and  France^)  but 

that 
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that  in  France,  they  held  the  Prero  Ann^l^ 
gatives  or  Rights  of  the  King,  to  be 
much  greater  than  they  were  thought 
at  Rome,  and  they  believ'd  themfelves, 
to  fland  on  fo  fure  Foundations  for 
what  they  held,  that  they  wou'd  not 
depart  from  it  on  any  confiderations 
whatever.     That  in  this   particular 
Fad,  the  King  wou'd  not  want  mod 
Zealous  Catholiques  to  maintain ,  that 
not  onely  his  Majefly,  who  has  an  ef- 
pecial  privilege  to  fland  exempted  from 
Excommunication  ,  but  that  alfo  the 
meaneft  man  can  incur  no  cenfures  for 
having  done  a  thing  which  is  of  abfolute 
neceflity,  for  the  prefervation  of  his  li^ 
berty  ,    and  of  his  Life.     And  that 
which    way    foever    it     be     deter- 
mined, yet  his  Majefty  was  abfolv'd 
by  the  Authority  of  his  Holinefs  him- 
felf,  in  virtue  of  the  Breviat  which  he 
had  granted  him. 

To  which  the  Pope  made  rio  other 
reply  than  this ,  that  it  belong  d  to 
him  to  interpret  his  own  Breviat,  and 
that  it  ought  onely  to  be  underftood  of 
crimes  committed,  before  the  Breviat 
was  given ,  and  not  of  thofe  which 
were  committed  afterwards.    But  one 

Ee  2  ©f 
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Anrujifii.  of  the  moft  underftandirfg  Prelates  of 
the  Roman  Court ,  had  the  confidence 
to  make  it  appear,  by  a  writing  which 
was  fent  to  the  King  ,  that  this  Bre- 
viat  being  conceiv'd  as  it  was  in  gene- 
ral terras,  without  any  reftri&ion,  ex- 
tended as  well  to  the  future  as  to  the 
paft.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Pope  as 
it  were  by  immediate  infpiration , 
changing  his  Humour  on  the  fudden , 
began  to  tell  the  Cardinal,  that  he  ac- 
knowledge the  King  had  great  provo« 
cations  to  doe  what  he  had  dona ;  that 
God  had  fufier'd  the  Cardinal  of  Guife 
and  the  Duke  his  Brother,  to  die  in 
that  manner  for  their  Sins ;  That  the 
League  had  ruin  d  the  affairs  of  France, 
and.  even  the  Catholique  Religion  it 
felf :  That  it  was  at  no  time  lawfull  to 
take  up  Arms  againft  the  will  of  the 
Sovereign,  for  it  never  fucceeded  hap- 
pily :  That  he  call'd  that  very  Cardinal 
to  witnefs  what  he  had  formerly  told 
him  concerning  this,  and  that  he  had 
then  prophefy'd  what  fince  had  hap- 
pend. 

The  Cardinal  ravifh'd  with  joy  to 
hear  the  Pope  fpeak  after  this  manner, 
gave  him  his  moft  humble  acknow- 
ledgments, 
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ledgments  ,  and  earneilly  befought  jnn^^ 
him  always  to  perfift  in  fo  juft  an  opi- 
nion, without  iuffering  himfclf  to  be 
impos'd  on,  by  the  artifices  of  the  Spa- 
niards and  the  Leaguers.  But  when 
he  perceiv'd  that  after  ail  this  fair  dil- 
courfe  the  Pope,  according  to  the  ob- 
flinacy  of  his  temper  which  was  never 
to  be  mov'd,  when  once  he  had  fix'd 
his  refolution,  flill  continu'd  to  .fuf- 
pend  all  the  expeditions,  till  the  King 
had  fent  to  defire  abfolution ,  he  had 
the  courage  to  tell  him  plainly ,  that 
this  fufpenfion  which  was  prejudicial  to 
the  fervice  of  God  ,  the  falvation  of 
Souls,  and  even  to  the  authority  of  the 
Holy  See,  cou'd  be  laid  to  no  other 
mans  charge,  but  the  whole  burthen 
of  it  wou'd  fall  on  the  Confcience  of 
his  Holinefs.  And  that  all  the  evils 
which  arife  from  the  long  vacancies 
of  Churches,  woud  be  imputed  to 
him  onely  not  to  the  King,  who  had 
done  on  his  part  what  he  ought ,  by 
naming  ( or  prefenting )  men  to 
Bifhopricks  and  Abbies  according  to 
the  Concordat,  and  that  in  mean  time 
they  who  were  thus  prefented  to  the 
Prelacy,  had  wherewithall  to  comfort 

E  e  3  them- 
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^^i«88.  themfelves  eafily  in  their  difgrace,  by 
enjoying  their  Oeconomats  a  longer 
time,without  putting  themfelves  to  the 
trouble  of  providing  and  fending  to 
Rome  fo  much  money,  for  obtaining  the 
Apoflolical  Provifions.  And  after  all, 
it  might  well  happen  that  the  King  , 
mov'd  by  the  remonftrances  of  the 
French  Clergy  and  even  of  the  Eftates 
themfelves,  which  were  ftill  afiem- 
bled  at  Blois,  and  alfo  becaufe  his  no* 
minations  were  refus'd  at  Rome,  might 
fet  all  things  again  upon  the  Founda- 
tion of  the  ancient  right ,  in  which 
cafe  there  wou'd  be  no  more  trudging 
from  France  to  Rome  ,  but  onely  for 
the  confirmation  of  three  or  four  pri- 
macies, and  tfhofe  too  to  be  expedited 
gratis. 

In  fine,  this  prudent  and  honeft 
Cardinal ,  concluded  his  long  dif- 
patches  by  the  advice  he  gave  the 
King,  that  according  to  the  opinion 
of  the  wifeft  men ,  and  thofe  who 
meant  him  beft,  the  longer  he  delaid 
to  fend,  or  write  to  his  Holinefs ,  in 
cafe  either  of  them  were  his  intention, 
the  more  fatisfa&ion  he  fhou'd  receive, 
provided  that  his  affairs  ptofper'd  at 

home, 


The  Hiflory  of  the  League.        425 

home.  For  added  he,  your  Majefty  4«^j$m. 
has  nothing  more  to  hope  or  fear,  but 
onely  from  your  own  management, 
and  you  are  to  expedt  that  as  matters 
go  well  or  ill  in  France ,  you  fliall  be 
treated  here  accordingly.  So  that  to 
know  how  you  fland  in  grace  at  Rome^ 
you  will  have  no  need  to  be  inform'd, 
by  your  Ambafladours  difpatches  or 
by  mine  ,  you  will  find  the  truelt  In- 
tilligence  from  day  to  day  by  your 
own  fuccefs. 

The  event  verifi'd  his  predi&ion, 
for  fome  time  after  Sixtus  perceiving 
that  the  League  grew  exceeding  pow- 
erfulJ,  and  the  King  much  weaker 
by  the  Revolt  of  the  greateft  part  of 
France,  caus'd  a  thundering  Monitory 
to  be  ported  up  at  Rome  againfl  him, 
in  which  he  declares  at  the  firft  daih, 
that  the  King  had  incurr  d  the  Excom- 
munication provided  by  the  Canons, 
for  the  Murther  committed  on  the 
perfon  of  a  Cardinal. 

The  death  of  the  Duke  of  Guife  , 
was  yet  more  ruinous  to  his  affairs , 
and  produced  an  effed:  quite  contrary 
to  what  he  had  expe&ed  from  it.  He 
believd,  that  having  cut  off  the  Head 

E  e  4  of 


m 

424        The  Hijiory  of  the  League. 

^^588.  of  the  League,  it  wou'd  thenceforth  be 
><TY!!V  no  more  than  a  body  without  life  or 
motion,  and  that  he  fhou'd  then  be 
abfolute  Maftcr  and  truly  a  King  , 
as  he  had  us'd  to  fay.  But  it  v^as  not 
long  before  he  found  how  much  he 
had  deceived  himfelf.  His  fuppofition 
may  come  to  pafs,  when  a  fa&ion  is 
weak  in  its  beginning,  and  that  they 
who  are  enter'd  into  it  are  irrelolute, 
wavering  betwixt  their  firft  furyfl 
Which  has  hurri'd  them  into  a  Rebelli- 
on, and  their  fear  of  a  Mafter  juftly 
incens'd  againfl  them,  whom  they  air 
fo  fee  well  arm'd,  and  in  condition  to 
{ake  Vengeance  on  them ,  as  well  as 
on  their  Head,  in  cafe  they  prove  obfti- 
nate  in  their  revolt.  But  here  all 
things  were  in  a  contrary  pofture ; 
the  League  had  taken  root  fo  deeply 
in  thq  peoples  Hearts,  that  there  was 
no  probability  it  ftiou'd  be  torn  out, 
at  one  fmgle  pull :  and  thefaftion  was 
too  ftrorigly  fupported  both  within 
the  Kingdom  and  without  it,  to  beget 
a  reafpnable  hope  that  it  wou  d  eafily 
be  deftroyU  On  the  other  fide,  that 
love  and  refpe£fc ,  which  the  French 
have  naturally  for  their  Kings,  wasal- 

moll 
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mod  wholly  extinguifh'd  in  the  grea-  ^L^^ 
ter  part  of  them,  in  reference  to  Hen- 
ry the  third ,  who  was  equally  hated 
both  by  Huguenots  and  Leaguers  ,  and 
fo  very  much  defpis'd  ,  elpeci^lly  by 
the  laft,  that  he  was  not  fear'd  by  any 
one. 

Thus  inftead  of  arming  himfelf  as  he 
ought  in  reafpn  to  have  done,  after  fo 
terrible  a  blow  as  he  had  given,  ^nd  ad- 
vancing towards  Paru  >  with  all  the 
Forces  he  either  had  in  readinefs,  or 
cou'd  raife  immediately  ,  without 
giving  leifure  to  the  Leaguers  to  reco- 
ver from  their  firft  amazement ,  and 
to  provide  themfelves  of  a  new  Head 
againft  him,  He  trifl'd  away  his  time 
according  to  his  cuftqme ,  in  making 
fpecious  Declarations,  and  waiting  fine 
Letters  which  he  fent  far  and  near, 
wherein  amongft  other  things  which 
he  alledg'd  for  hi$  juftification,  he  faid 
( what  no  body  then  belief  ,  and 
what  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  pofitively 
denied  to  the  Cardinal  Legat, )  that 
he  had  received  from  that  Duke ,  and 
from  the  Dutchefs  of  Autnale ,  a  moll 
certain  information  of  the  Confpiracy 
which  the  two  Brothers  had  contriv'd 

againft 
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^5^****!  againft  his  perfon.  Doubtlefs  he  was 
^  '"  A  ignorant  that  having  done  an  aftion 
of  this  nature,  a  King  can  never  jufti- 
fie  it  better,  than  with  his  Arms  in  his 
hand,  and  by  putting  himfelf  into  a 
condition  of  forcing  the  vanquifli'd  to 
approve  his  reafons. 

And  truly  by  making  fuch  an  insig- 
nificant and  verbal  Apology,  fo  incon- 
fiftentwith  the  greatnefs  of  a  Kingj 
he  brought  his  matters  to  that  pafs, 
that  he  was  neither  believed  by  his 
own  Subjects,  nor  by  Foreigners. 
And  was  fo  unfortunate,  that  not  one- 
ly  the  Leaguers  but  even  the  Hugue- 
nots themfelves ,  and  principally 
the  Gentlemen  amongft  them  con- 
demned his  aftion  in  moft  reproach- 
full  Language,  and  thought  it  contra- 
ry to  the  Genius  of  the  French  Nation. 
In  the  mean  time  he  was  much  fur- 
priz'd,  that  while  he  was  lofing  his 
time  in  writing  and  continuing  the 
Eftates,  which  he  held  on  till  three 
weeks  after  the  execution,  he  heard 
the  news  that  Orleans  was  revolted 
againft  him;  that  the  Duke  ofMajenne, 
(who  was  advertis'd  at  Lyons  of  the 
death  of  his  Brothers  before  Alphonfc 

d*  Omano^ 
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d'  Ornano,  who  had  been  fent  either  ^X^9: 
to  make  him  Prifoner,  or  to  kill  him/ 
cou'd  arrive  there,)  had  refug  d  him- 
felf  in  his  Government  of  Burgundy , 
where  he  was  Mafter  of  almoft  all  the 
Towns ;  and  efpecially  that  Paris  had 
reinflam'd  the  League  with  more  ardour 
than  before  to  revenge  the  death  of  the 
two  Brothers. 

There  is  nothing  more  prodigious- 
ly flrange  in  all  this  Hiftory,  than  the 
tranfadhons  in  that  great  City,  when 
they  heard  the  news  of  this  amazing 
accident.  The  Sixteen,  who  had  it 
firft,  even  before  the  Parliament  had 
notice  of  it,  (  fo  great  was  the  negli- 
gence of  the  Court)  commanded  im- 
mediately on  Chriftmas  Evening,  that 
they  fliou'd  fland  to  their  Arms  in  alt 
the  Wards ,  fecund  all  the  ftrong  pla- 
ces, plac  d  Corps  de  Garde  upon  the 
Bridges,  and  in  the  Squares,  and  put 
Souldiers  into  the  Houfes  of  the  Poli- 
tiquesy  for  by  that' name  they  calfd 
fufpeded  perfons>  that  is  to  fay,  ail 
thofe  who  were  not  carried  away  by 
the  Torrent  of  fo  hot-brain'd  and  furi- 
ous a  Fa&ion.  Afterwards  finding 
themfelves  abfolute  Mafters  of  Pans, 

where 
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JbuujiSi.  where  the  People  being  inrag'd  almoft 
to  madnefs  for  the  murfher  of  the 
Duke  ofGuife,  were  one  and  all  for  a 
Revolt,  they  held  a  General  Afiem- 
bly  at  the  Town-houfe,  where  not- 
withftanding  the  oppofition  which 
was  made  by  Achilles  de  Harlay,  the 
firft  Prefident,  who  was  in  danger  of 
his  life  on  that  occafion,  they  eleded 
the  Duke  of  Aumale  their  Governour, 
and  made  amongft  themfelves  a  mom 
flri£t  Union  than  ever,  for  defence,  as 
they  gave  out,  of  their  Lives  and  Li- 
berties, and  of  the  Catholique  Religion. 
In  this  manner  they  difguis'd  Rebelli- 
on under  a  fpecious  name  ,•  which  their 
Preachers,  and  the  Dodours  of  the 
League  baufd  out,  and  thunder'd 
through  all  Tarts. 

For  the  Preachers,  of  whom  the  moft 
furious  were  Pelletier  Boucher,  Guin- 
ceflre,  Pigenat,  and  Auhry  the  Curats, 
Father  Bernard  de  Montgalliard,  fur- 
nam'd  the  Petit  Feuillant,  and  the  fa- 
mous Cordelier  Feu  Ardent,  Preaching 
in  the  Parifhes  of  Paris,  during  the 
Chriftmas  Holidays,  chang  d  their  Ser- 
mons into  Satyrs  againft  the  Sacred 
perfonof  the  King,    and  defcrib'd  fo 

movingly 
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movingly  the  Tragical  death  of  the  ^X'J^* 
two  Brothers,  whom  they  lifted  up 
to  the  Skies  as  Martyrs,  that  they 
melted  their  Audience  into  tears,  and 
nothing  but  fighs  and  groans  were 
heard  in  their  wcll-fiird  Congregati- 
ons. And  inltead  of  propofing  to  them 
the  example  of  St.  Stephen,  they  in- 
fpir  d  into  them  the  defire  of  venge- 
ance. Infomuch  that  even  they  who 
were  not  difpos'd  to  fob  and  cry,  and 
who  were  even  fcandaliz d  at  this  man- 
ner of  behaviour,  which  w7as  fo  un- 
worthy of  the  holy  Miniftery  of  the 
Gofpel,  were  conftrain'd  to  a£t  their 
parts,  and  fqueeze  out  tears  for  fear  of 
being  murther'd,  if  they  had  not  wept 
for  company. 

'Tis  certain   that  when  Guincefirc 
who  had  Preach'd  the  Advent  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomews,  had  faid  in  one  of  his  Ser- 
mons, ( after  a  terrible  Declamation 
againil  the  King,  and  lamentation  for 
the  Duke  of  Guife,)   that  it  behov'd 
his  Auditors  to  lift  up  their  hands,  eve- 
ry man  of  them,  in  token  that  they 
wou'd  revenge  his  death,  and  live  and 
die  in  the  Holy  Covenant,  which  was 
now  renewed,  the  whole  Congregati- 
on 
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Ann.  i  $$p.  on  immediately  obey'd  him^  excep- 
'  ting  onely  the  firft  Prefident,  who  that 
day  which  was  the  firft  of  the  Year 
1589,  wasprefent  at  the  Sermon  in 
his  Parifh  Church,  feated  overagainft 
the  Preacher.  Then  that  Enthufia- 
fiique  Zealot  had  the  impudence  tofay 
to  him,  Lift  up  your  hand  too  like  the 
reft,  you  Monjieur  the  firft  Prefident. 
The  Leaguers  had  caus'd  a  report  to 
be  fpread,  that  this  excellent  Magi* 
ftrate,  who  was  known  to  be  a  Loyal 
Servant  to  the  King,  was  one  of  thofe 
who  advis'd  the  death  of  the  Duke  of 
Cuife ;  for  which  reafon  he  was  of  ne- 
ceflity  to  obey ,  left  otherwife  he 
fhou'd  indifcreetly  expofe  himfelf  to 
the  fury  of  the  multitude,  who  in  cafe 
he  had  refus'd,  had  abfolutely  believ'd 
the  lye  which  was  forg'd  againft  him, 
and  confequently  had  torn  him  piece- 
meal :  He  therefore  lifted  up  his  hand, 
but  to  no  great  height,  as  an  adion 
that  was  fore  d  from  him ;  upon  which 
that  impudent  covenanting  Preacher, 
had  the  infolence  to  bid  him  lift  it 
higher  ,  that  the  whole  Congrega- 
tion might  be  fatisfi'd ,  he  was  under 
the  fame  obligation  with  the  reft. 

The 
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The  Curat  of  St.  Nicholas  in  the^Lf*!* 
fields,  Francis  Pigenat,  was  yet  more 
audacious  and  more  impious ,  than  his 
brother  in  iniquity.  For,  making  the 
Funeral  Oration  for  the  Duke  of  Guife% 
in  the  Parifh  of  St.  Jean  en  Greve,  (  as 
it  was  made  in  all  the  Pariilies  of  Pa- 
ris and  even  at  the  Cathedral  of  Noftre 
Dame,  with  more  than  Royal  pomp 
and  Ceremonies, )  he  rofe  to  that  ex- 
cefs  of  fury,  as  to  ask  of  his  Auditors, 
if  they  cou'd  not  find  one  brave  Spirit 
amongft  them  all,  who  woud  under- 
take to  revenge  the  Duke's  murther, 
by  killing  the  Tyrant?  And  more  to 
enrage  the  People,  he  fpoke  in  the 
perfon  of  the  Dutchefs  Dowager  to 
the  late  Duke,  who  was  then  big  with 
Child  and  ready  to  lie  down,  and 
made  her  pronounce  thofe  terrible  im- 
precations of  Vtrgtts  Dido  ;  thus  imi- 
tated by  him. 

Exoriare    aliquis,    wqftris    ex    cjfiius 
Vltor, 
Qui  face  Valefios,  ferrbque  Jequare  Ty- 
rannos. 

Arife 
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TAm.j#9'  Arife  fome  offspring  of  my  murther'd    j 
Lord ; 
Revenge  him  on  Valois  with  Fire  and 
Sword. 

Thefe  Seditious  Preachments  occa- 
Tion'd  infinite  diforders  :  but  the  mor- 
tal ftroke  was  given  by  the  fcanda- 
lous  Decree  which  the  Doftors  made, 
who  being  blinded  with  that-  furious 
paffion,  which  poflefs'd   the  League , 
and  they  leading  the  blind  multitude, 
brought  them    to  tumble   headlong 
with  themfelves,    into  that  frightful! 
gulf  of  crimes  and  of  misfortunes.  The 
body  of  the  Town  which  was  com- 
posed of  Leaguer s>    to  authorize  that 
horrible  revolt  which  they  defignd, 
was  of  opinion  to  propofe  to  the  Col- 
lege of  So r bonne,  not  onely  by  a  verbal 
requeft,  but  by  an  Authentique  Ad:, 
which  was  fignd  by  the  Magiftrate, 
and  Seal'd  with  the  Town  Seal,  thefe 
two  important  cafes  of  Confcience; 
the  one  was,  Whether  the  French  were 
effellively  difchargd  from    the    Oath 
of  Allegiance  and  Faith,    which  they 
had  made    to   the  King?  the  other, 
Whether   in    Confcience    they    might 

Armi 
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Arm,  and  unite  themfelves,  and  whe-  AnnA$S9. 
ther  in  order   to  it,    they  might  raife 
Money   and  Contributions  for  the  de- 
fence  and  prefervation  of  the  Catho- 
lique,  Apoftolique*;/*/  Roman  Religion 
in  France,  in  oppofition  to  the  defera- 
ble dejigns  and  endeavours  of  the  King 
and  all  his  Adherents,    (ince  he  had 
violated  the  publique   Faith  at  Blois, 
in  prejudice  of  the  Catholique  Religi- 
on, the  Editt  of  the  Holy  Vnion,  and 
the  natural  liberty  of  the  Eftates  ?  On 
which  occafion,    the  Faculty  aflem- 
bling  on  the  Seventh  of  January,  to 
the  number  of  Seventy  Doctors,  after 
a  folemn  Proceflion,  and  a  Mafsof  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  concluded  for  the  affir- 
mative, on  both  the  points  by  a  com- 
mon confent,  without  fo  much  as  the 
oppofition  of  one  man;  £as  the  De* 
cree  it  felf  informs  us,)  and  that  this 
refolution  fliou  d  be  fent  to  the  Pope, 
to  the  end  he  might  approve  and  con- 
firm it  by  his  Authority,  deliring.that 
he  wou'd  have  the  goodnefsto  fuccour 
the  Gallicane  Church,  which  fuffer'd 
under  great  oppreiiions. 

To  confefs  the  truth,  this  Decree 
gave  great  fcandal ;  and  the  Huguenots 

Ff  who 
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Amt^iKfi9.  who  were  not  wanting  to  report  it 
word  for  Word,  and  to  make  an  Exa- 
men  of  it  in  their  Writings,    drew  a 
great  advantage  from  it,  to  infult  o- 
ver  our  Divines,  of  whom  they  had  rea- 
fon  to  fay  that  both  their  Dodrine  and 
their  Morals  in  this  refpeft,  are  direct- 
ly oppofite  to  the  word  of  God,  which 
teaches  us  the  quite  contrary.    But  'tis 
eafie  to  anfwer  them,  by  letting  them 
know,  what  is  moll  true,  namely  that 
this  Decree  was  pafs'd  by  a  faction  of 
feditious  Do&ours ;  Boucher,  Frevofiy 
Aubry^  Baurgoiny  Pelletier,  and  feven 
or  eight  old  Doctors,    who  were  vio- 
lent Leaguer s y  and  alfo  of  the  Council 
of  Sixteen,    drew  after  them  by  their 
Cabals,  and  by  their  inveterate  ma- 
lice, fifty  or  threefcore  Dodtors,  the 
greateft  part    of  whom  were   thofe 
young,  hot-headed,  and  turbulent  fel- 
lows whom  we  have  already  menti- 
oned ;   and  the  reft,   in  fear  of  their 
lives,if  theyfliou'd  dare  to  oppofe  them, 
afiented  onely  upon  compulfion  to 
this  Decree,  which  the  S  or  bonne  it  felf, 
at  all  times  when  it  was  free,  has  held 
abominable,  and  which  Do&or  John 
Le  Fevre,  at  that  time  Dean  of  the 

Faculty, 
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Faculty,  refilled  what  he  cou'd,  with-  ^^*J* 
out  gaining  any  thing  upon  that  wret- 
ched fa&ion,  which  conflrain'd  him  at 
]alt  infpight  of  his  oppofition,  to  Sub- 
scribe it  writh  them. 
In  like  manner  the  King,  who  com- 
plain d  extremely  of  this  proceeding, 
having  Aflembled  at  Blois  twenty  Bi- 
iliops  and  twelve  Doctors  of  the  Sor- 
bonne,  who  were  of  the  number  of  the 
Deputies,  when  that  Decree  was  read 
to  them,  they  all  concluded  without 
the  leaft  hefitation,  that  it  was  exe- 
crable, and  coud  never  have  pafs'd 
without  compulfion,  and  for  Safeguard 
of  their  lives  from  the  rage  and  fury  of 
the  Parijian  Leaguers. 

In  the  mean  time  it  muft  be  acknow* 
iedg'd,  in  what  manner  foever  it  were 
gain'd,  yet  being  of  the  Sor bonne y 
whofe  name  and  authority  were  had 
in  fiagular  veneration  through  all 
Europe,  and  particularly  in  Frame , 
that  Decree  was  the  Trumpet  to  the 
general  Revolt,  which  was  made  in 
Paris,  and  from  thence  in  a  fliort  time 
after  extended  it  felf  through  the  grea- 
teft  part  of  all  the  Cities  in  the  King- 
dom, For  as  foon  as  it  was  poblilh'd 
■•    Ff*  10 
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Ai^rs^  4flv|hat  great  Town,  by  the  moft  fu- 
rious and  giddy-brain'd  Preachers  of 
the  League  ,  who  exalted  it  to  the 
People  in  their  declamatory  fty  le,  they 
ran  on  the  fudden  into  fuch  horrible 
extremes,  and  fuch  tranfports  of  rage, 
fo  contrary  to  the  duty  of  Subjeds  to 
their  lawfull  Sovereign,  that  though 
our  Writers  have  made  them  pub- 
lique,  yet  I  believe  it  more  decent 
to  fupprefs  them,  than  to  profane 
my  Hiftory  by  a  Relation,  which 
woud  render  it  unpleafant,  and  even 
odious. 

I  fliall  onely  fay,  that  at  the  fame 
time  when  by  virtue  of  this  damnable 
Decree,  they  bereft  him  of  the  title  of 
King,  leaving  him  onely  the  bare  name 
of  Henry  de  Valois^  they  heap'd  upon 
him  all  forts  of  outrages  and  villanies, 
which  the  impotent  fury  of  the  Rab- 
ble cou  d  produce.  They  vented  their 
rage  againflhimin  Satyrs,  Lampoons, 
and  Libels,  infamous  Reports  and  Ca- 
lumnies, and  thofe  too  in  the  fowleft 
terms,  of  which  the  moft  moderate 
were  Tyrant  and  Apoftate.  And  that 
they  might  not  be  wanting  to  dis- 
charge their  fury  in  the  molt  brutal 

§Mst...  manner 
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manner  they  cou  d  invent  j  they  ex-  Ajjj^sJ* 
tended  it  even  to  his  Arms,  his  Statues 
and  his  Pi&ures,  which  they  tore  in 
pieces,  or  trampled  under  their  feet, 
or  dragg'd  about  the  Streets,  through 
the  mire  and  dirt,  or  burn  d  them,  or 
caft  them  into  the  River,  with  a  volee 
of  curfes  and  imprecat ions  againft  him,- 
in  the  mean  adoring  the  Duke  ofGu/fey 
and  his  Brother  the  Cardinal,  as  Mar- 
tyrs, and  placing  their  Images  upon 
Altars.  At  laft  this  blind  fury  went 
fo  far,  that  after  the  Decree ,  the  Cu- 
rats  and  Confeflburs  of  the  Fadtion  of 
Sixteen  abufing  the  power  which  was 
given  them  by  their  Sacred  Miniftry, 
of  binding  and  loofing,  refus'd  Abfo- 
lution  to  thofe  who  acknowledge 
to  them  in  Confeffion,  that  their  Con- 
fcience  wou'd  not  fuffer  them  to  re- 
nounce Henry  the  third  their  lawfull 
King. 

This  impious  pra&ice,  was  the  firft 
effed  that  was  produe'd  by  the  De- 
cree of  the  Faculty,  the  news  of  which 
was  received  by  the  King  with  much 
fadnefs,  at  the  fame  time  when  he  was 
bufied  in  paying  his  lad  duties  to  the 
Queen  his  Mother,  who  deceas'dat  the 
F  f  3  Caftlc 
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Caftle  of  Bloisy  on  the  fifth  of  January^ 
in  the  fevcnty  fecond  year  of  her  age, 
whether  it  were  out  of  melancholy  tor 
the  death  of  the  Guifes,  which  was 
upbraided  to  her  by  the  old  Cardinal 
of  Bourlon,  or  of  a  He&ique  Fever, 
or  a  falfe  Pleurifie.  Certain  it  is,  that 
there  was  no  mean  or  moderation  us'd 
either  in  praifeor  difpraife  of  that  Prin- 
cefs ;  who  indeed  has  afforded  fuffici- 
ent  matter  to  Hiflorians,  to  fpeak  both 
good  and  ill  of  her,  and  either  of  them 
in  excefs.  Both  the  one  and  the  other 
are  eafie  to  be  difcern'd,  by  what  I 
have  related  of  her  in  this  Hiftory ,  arid 
in  that  ofCahinifm.  I  fhall  onely  add 
this  laft  touching,  to  finifh  her  pi&ure, 
that  it  cannot  be  deni'd  but  that  ihe  was 
endued  with  great  perfections  of  mind 
and  body  ;  a  carriage  extremely  Ma» 
jeflical,  a  certain  air  of  Greatnefs  and 
Authority,  worthy  of  her  high  Eftate, 
her  Behaviour  noble  and  engaging,  her 
Wit  polite,  herApprehenfion  prompt, 
her  Judgment  piercing ,  a  great  ta- 
lent for  Bufinefs  and  Treaties,  and  a 
fingular  addrefs  of  managing  and  turn- 
ing others  to  her  own  bent ;  a  Royal 
Magnificence,  Constancy  and  Forti- 
tude 
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tude  of  mind,  extraordinary  in  her  /^J*^ 
Sex,  a  mafculine  courage  and  great- 
nefsof  Soul,  which  naturally  carri'd 
her  to  the Jiigheft  undertakings:  In 
onq  word,  (lie  might  have  pafs'd  for  a 
Heroine,  if  fo  many  illuftrious  quali- 
ties had  not  been  blafled  by  great  vi- 
ces, which  appear'dfo  openly  in  all  her 
conduct,  that  Hiftory  neither  ought, 
nor  is  able  to  diflemble  them. 

For  it  was  but  too  apparent,  for  her 
honour,  what  prodigality,  what  luxu- 
ry, what  (hamefull  diflblutenefs  flie 
permitted  in  her  Court ;  and  which 
lhe  her  felf  made  ufe  of  for  gaining 
fuch  whom  flie  defir'd  to  engage  in  her 
interefts.  Add  to  this  her  want  of 
fincerity  and  faith  in  her  promifes,  the 
too  much  credit  flie  gave  to  Aftrolo- 
gers  and  Fortune-tellers ,  whom  flie 
confulted  in  reference  to  the  future, 
and  above  all  her  immoderate  and  vafl 
ambition,  on  the  account  of  which, 
and  out  of  her  infatiable  defire  of  bej- 
ing  always  abfolute,  flie  made  no  fcru- 
ple  to  facrifice  the  interefts  of  the  State 
and  of  Religion,  both  which  flie  had 
almoft  ruin'd,  by  wavering  betwixt 
the  Huguenots  and  Catholiques,  fome- 
F  f  4  times 
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times  feeming  to  be  on  one  fide,  lbme- 
times  on  the  other,  according  as  this 
or  that  Religion  appear'd  molt  condu- 
cing  to  her  defigns.  In  fine,  to  con- 
clude her  chara&er,  by  what  relates 
to  the  efTential  part  of  this  Hiftory, 
the  hatred  which  fhe  bore  to  the  King 
of  Navarre  her  Son* in-law,  and  the 
love  which  fhe  had  to  her  Grand-fon 
of Lor  rain,  caus'd  fier  underhand  to 
favour  the  League,  of  which  never- 
thelefs  fhe  was  the  gull,  and  was 
coufen'd  by  thofe  whom  fhe  intended 
to  deceive.  For  fhe  had  this  misfor- 
tune which  commonly  happens  to 
thofe  who  woird  manage  two  contra- 
ry Factions ,  and  poize  themfelves 
Trimmer-like  betwixt  them,  that 
fhe  was  in  a  manner  equally  hated 
both  by  the  Catholiques  and  Prote- 
ftants. 

Such  was  this  Princefs,  whofe  good 
and  ill  qualities  were  in  extremes. 
Yet  happy  both  in  relation  to  God  and 
man.  For  fhe  di'd  at  a  time,  when 
the  World  believ'd  her  life  wou'd  be 
profitable  and  indeed  neceflary  for  the 
King,  to  draw  him  out  of  that  Laby- 
rinth of  cpnfufions  wherein  he  was 

\.  entangfd,- 
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entangled  ;  and  alio  becaufe  ihe  di'd  ^nj^ 
with  all  the  fcrenity  of  a  good  Chri-  v 
ftian,  having  firft  received  the  Sacra* 
ments  with  much  devotion,  though 
the  Huguenot  Hiftorians,who  naturally 
hated  her,  have  written  to  the  con- 
trary. And  becaufe  Ihe  was  not  lefs 
abhorr'd  by  the  Leaguers  of  Paris,  (who 
believ'd  Ihe  had  a  ihare  in  the  death 
of  the  Guifes^s  others  alfo  have  thought 
therein  following  the  relation,  which 
was  written  by  Miron  the  Phyfician,) 
they  faid  publiquely  that  if  her  Body 
fhou'd  be  brought  to  Paris  to  be  laid 
in  the  magnificent  Tomb  which  ihe 
had  built  at  St.  Denis,  for  her  felf  and 
King  Henry  the  Second  her  Husband, 
they  wou'd  certainly  throw  it  into  the 
Seine. 

In  the  meantime  the  King  who  was 
ftill  of  opinion  that  they  might  be  re- 
duced to  their  obedience  by  the  ways 
of  clemency  and  mildnefs,  fent  thither 
the  Dutchefs  of  Nemours ,  mother  of 
the  Guifes  and  of  the  young  Duke  pf 
Nemours^  their  Brother  by  the  Mo- 
thers fide,  who  had  made  his  efcape, 
not  long  after  he  had  been  imprifon'd 
by  the  King.     That  Princefs  who  was 

very 
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Am.  i$$>.  very  prudent,  preferring  the  benefits 
^^V"^-of  Peace  before  the  unprofitable  re- 
venge of  her  Childrens  death,  had  be- 
gun to  treat  by  Letter  with  the  Dukes 
of  Nemours  and  Mayenne ,  her  two 
remaining  Sons,  endeavouring  to  re- 
duce them  by  gentle  means,  and  offer- 
ing them  all  the  advantages  and  all  the 
fecurity  which  they  poffibly  cou'd 
wiih  :  which  gave  the  King  occafion 
to  believe,  that  in  the  end  ihe  might 
conquer  their  refentments,  and  ap- 
peafe  the  commotions  in  Paris.  He 
was  willing  alfo  that  ihe  ftiou'd  be  ac- 
compani'd  by  the  Sheriffs  Compan  and 
Cottehlanche ;  who  promis'd  him  to 
ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  thateffe£t,v 
or  to  return  to  Prifon  in  Bloisy  if  they 
lucceeded  not  in  their  negotiation; 
and  at  the  fame  time  lent  his  exprefs 
order  to  the  Parliament  to  inroll  the 
Declaration  which  he  had  publilh'd  im-. 
mediately  after  the  execution  at  Blois. 

The  Dutchefs  was  received  at  Pa- 
ris with  great  honour,  and  incredi- 
ble joy  of  the  people  ;^who  paid  their 
veneration  to  her,  as  to  the  Mother 
of  two  Holy  Martyrs.  And  the  Petit 
Feuilknt  Preaching  one  day  before  her, 

fle\r 
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flew  out  into  fo  high  a  tranfport,  that  t  Atjusfy. 
turning  himfelf  towards  her,  he  made 
an  Apoftrophe  to  the  late  Duke  of 
Guife  in  thefe  words ;  O  Holy  and 
Glorious  Martyr  of  God,  blefled  is  the 
Womb  that  bore  thee,  and  the  Breafls 
that  gave  thee  fuck.  But  after  all  fhe 
fucceeded  not  in  her  negotiation. 
The  two  Sheriffs  forfwore  themfelves, 
and  joyn  d  with  the  Fa&ious,  accor- 
ding to  their  former  practice  :  And 
upon  the  requeft  ( the  original  of  which 
is  kept  in  the  Library  of  Monfieur  CoU 
lert,  and  which  I  have  feen  fign'd  by 
forty  eight  of  the  principal  Citizens,) 
a  prohibition  was  made  them  to  re- 
turn to  Blots;  and  the  Oath  which  they 
had  taken,  was  declar'd  Null,  by  am 
order  of  the  New  Parliament,  which 
the  Leaguers  fe't  up,  after  they  had 
broken  the  old  one,  by  one  of  the 
molt  Horrible  Encroachments,  which 
was  ever  made  upon  the  Royal  Autho- 
rity. 

For  the  Duke  of  Auwale,  and  the 
Council  of  Sixteen ,  having  that 
Auguft  Body  in  fufpicion,  the  Prin- 
cipal Members  of  which,  were  Loy- 
ally devoted  to  the   Ring's  fervice, 

refolv'd 
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■^S^fc,  refolv'd  to  take  them  into  cuftody, 
"*  and  all  the  other  Officers  whom  they 
diftrufted.  Jean  Le  Clerc,  otherwise 
callvd  Buffy^  heretofore  a  Procureur  irt 
Parliament,  one  ofthemoft  heady  and 
impudent  fellows  that  ever  breathy, 
and  whom  the  Duke  of  Guife,  well 
knowing  him  to  be  a  defperate  Leaguer y 
had  made  Governour  of  the  Bafillle^ 
demanded  and  obtain'd  that  Com- 
miflion  ;  which  he  executed  on  the 
fixteenth  of  January.  For  in  the  Morn- 
ing pofiefTing  himfelf  of  the  Palace- 
Gates,  he  enter'd,  arm'd  Cap  a  pie, 
into  the  great  Chamber  at  eight  of 
the  Clock,  where  the  Parliament  was 
aflembled,  and  told  them,  that  the 
good  Catholiques  of  Tar  is  had  given 
him  in  charge  to  prefent  them  a  Re- 
queft.  Afterwards  having  put  it  into 
the  haqds  0f  one  of  the  Members,  he 
retir'd  to  the  Parquet  des  HuiJJiers 
where  his  men  waited  for  him.  The 
Requeft  was  this  in  fubftance,  That  it 
wou  d  pleafe  that  'Court  to  unite  it 
felf  with  the  Prevofi  of  Merchants,  the 
Sheriffs,  and  the  good  Citizens  of 
Paris,  for  the  defence  of  Religion,  and 
of  the  Town.    That  in  conformity  to 

the 
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the  Decree  of  the  Sorlonne,  it  wou'd  *g^**£* 

declare  that  the  French  were  difcharg'd     - 
from  their    Oath  of  Allegiance  and 
Obedience  to  the  King,  and  that  they 
woud  ufe  his  name  no  more  in  their 
Orders. 

This  was  the  way  which  that  Vil- 
lain took,  to  lay  hold  of  an  occafion, 
which  he  knew  wou'd  be  fpecious  and 
popular,  under  the  fliadow  of  which 
he  might  ufe  the  Parliament  as  after- 
wards he  did  ;  for  he  knew  full  well, 
that  they  wou  d  never  confirm  a  De- 
cree fo  impious  as  was  that  of  the  Sor- 
honne.  This  is  a  paffage  which  all  of 
our  Hiftorians  have  omitted ,  and 
which  I  learn'd  from  the  Manufcript 
Journal  which  the  famous  M.  Antho* 
ny  Loyfely  an  Advocate  in  Parliament, 
who  was  then  at  Paris,  left  to  his  Chil- 
dren for  their  inftru&ion.  It  was  no- 
bly communicated  to  me  by  Mon- 
fieur  Joly  his  Grandfon,  Chanter  of 
the  Church  of  Nofire  Dame>  a  man 
commendable  for  his  Integrity  and 
Learning,  and  to  whom  the  Chapter 
of  the  Metropolitane  of  Paris  is  much 
acknowledging,  for  his  rare  Library 
which  he  has  beftow'd  on  it.    This* 

then, 
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Am.  1589.  then,  was  the  feare  which  Buffy  Le 
'  Clerc  laid  for  the  Parliament,  thereby 
to  pick  an  occafion  of  treating  them 
with  the  mod  unworthy  ufage  which 
they  cou'd  poffibly  receive. 

For  without  expecting  an  anfwer  to 
his  infolent  requeft,  finding  that  they 
debated  it  much  longer  than  he  thought 
fitting,  he  return'd  into  the  great 
Chamber,  with  his  Sword  in  his  hand, 
follow'd  by  five  and  twenty  or  thirty 
men  arm  a  Bread  and  Back,  and  with 
Piftols ;  and  after  having  told  them  at 
the  firft,  that  the  bufinefs  was  delay 'd 
too  long,  and  that  it  was  well  known, 
that  there  were  thofe  amongft  them 
who  betray'd  the  Town ,  and  held 
correfpondence  with  Henry  de  Valoisy 
he  added,  that  he  had  order  to  fecure 
them;  and  commanded  with  an  im- 
perious voice ,  that  they  whom  he 
fhou'd  name,  fhou'd  immediately  fol- 
low him,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  avoid 
worfe  ufage.  At  which,  when  look- 
ing over  his  lift,  he  had  nam'd  the 
firft  Prefident  Achilles  de  ffarlay,  the 
Preftdents  de  Blanc  Me  fail  Potter , 
de  Thou,  and  the  moft  ancient  Coun- 
fellours,  all  the  reft  rofe  up,  as  by 

common 
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common confent,  protefting  that  they  An<u\&9. 
wou  d  not  abandon  their  Head ;  whom 
they  followed  to  the  number  of  about 
threefcore,of  all  the  Chambers,  walking 
two  and  two  after  Bujfy  Le  Ckrc>  who 
led  them  as  it  were  in  triumph  through 
an  infinite  multitude  of  people  to  the 
BaJtiHe;  where  thofe  of  them  onely 
were  imprifon'd  who  were  known 
to  be  inviolably  faithfull  to  the 
King's  fervice. 

Themoft  confiderable  of  them  in  de« 
fertas  well  as  dignity,  was  the  great  A- 
chilles  de  Harlay^  whom  to  name  is  to 
commend  ;  a  Magiftrate  every  way 
accomplifti'd,  and  of  that  illuftrious 
houfe,  which  having  for  four  hundred 
years  together  fignaliz  d  it  felf  in  Arms, 
has  fince  added  to  that  glory  all  that 
tan  be  acquir'd  by  the  higheft  prefer- 
ments of  the  long  Robe,  and  of  the 
Church. 

I  fhou'd  be  ungratefull  to  their  me- 
mory, if  I  did  not  juftice  to  the  merit 
of  thofe  Senatours,  who  followed  their 
Head  ;  and  if  I  made  not  their  names 
known  to  pofterity  which  are  not 
found  in  our  Hiftorians,  but  which  I 
have  colle&ed  from  the  forementioned 

Manu- 
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Antujifo.  Manufcripts  of  Monfieur  Loyfelthe  Ad- 
vocate, who  knew  them  all.  Befides 
the  Prefidents  already  nam5d ,  the 
Counfellours  who  were  imprifon'd  in 
theBaJlz//e  with  them,  were  Chartier, 
Spifamey  Malvault  y  Per  rot ,  Fleuryy 
he  Viryy  Moley  Scarrony  <jayanty  Ame- 
loty  Jourdainy  Forget y  Herivauxy  Tour* 
nebuy  Dh  Puy,  Gilloty  de  Mouffyy  Pin* 
7teyy  Godardy  Fortin,  Le  Meneury  and 
the  Sieur  Denis  de  Here. 

This  laft  was  a  man  of  Wit,  and 
of  Quality,  one  of  the  moft  refolute 
of  the  whole  Company  ;  who  from  a 
warm  Leaguer ■,  (as  formerly  he  had 
been,  out  of  an  ill  guided  Zeal,)  was 
now  become  a  great  fervant  of  the 
King  j  having  difcovered  at  laft  the 
pernicious  defigns  of  the  League ;  of 
whofe  extraordinary  merit  Henry  the 
Fourth,  after  his  con verfion,  made 
great  account.  Infomuch  that  he  had 
the  credit  to  get  his  name  ftruck  out 
of  the  Catholkony  in  which  the  Au- 
thour  of  that  witty  Satyr,  had  plac'd 
it  but  little  to  his  advantage.  For 
whereas  in  the  firft  Edition,  of  the 
year  1594.  Macbaut  and  Here  were 
nam'd  as  great  fticklers  for  the  League  7* 

in 
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iti  all  the  reft  of  the  Editions  we  find 
Machaut  and  Baflon.  That  hot-hea- 
ded Bafton,  who  was  fo  furious  a  Lea- 
guer, that  hefign'd  the  Covenant  With 
his  own  bloud  drawn  from  his  hand, 
which  remain'd  lame  after  itj  and 
who,  after  Paris  was  reduc'd  to  the 
King's  fervice,  chofe  rather  to  go  out 
of  it  with  the  Spaniards  and  retire  to 
Flanders,  where  he  di'd  fterv'd,  than 
to  flay  in  France,  arid  live  at  his  eafe 
under  the  Government  of  his  lawfull 
King.  Thus  you  have  the  names  of 
thofe  Loyal  MEN  WORTHY  of 
the  Parliament ,  Who  Were  clapt  up 
in  the  Baflitte  with  their  firft  Prefi- 
dent. 

There  were  others  Of  them  whole 
names  I  cou'd  not  recover,  but  who 
well  deferve  to  be  known,  arid  had  in 
veneration  by  the  world.  The  reft 
of  them  whether  they  turrt'd  Leaguers 
for  company,  Or  feem'd  to  turn  for 
fear  of  Death,  or  that  by  fuch  their 
diflimulation ,  they  thought  they 
might  put  themfelves  in  a  way  of  do- 
ing the  Kingfome  confiderable  fervice* 
having  engag'd  to  be  faithfull  to  that 
party,  were  left  at  their  liberty,  arid 
G  s  continued 
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Ann.  1  ^9.  continued  in  their  ft  at  ions,  with  the 
^  Prefident  Brijfon,  who  from  the  next 
morning  began  to  fit  and  take  the 
Chair  as  Head  of  the  new  Parliament 
of  the  League ,  with  which  it  was  be- 
liey'd  he  held  correfpondence,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  procure  himfelf  this  new  dig- 
nity. An  a&icn  much  unworthy  of 
a  man  who  had  fo  high  a  reputation 
for  his  rare  learning ,  who  ought  rather 
to  have  loft  his  life,  than  to  have  fp 
bafely  abandoned  his  King,  and  to  have 
made  himfelf  a  Slave  to  the  paflions  of 
his  mortal  Enemies  ,  under  pretence 
that  all  he  did  was  onely  to  fhelter 
himfelf  from  the  violence  of  the  Facti- 
on, as  he  privately  protefted.  But  fo 
it  is,  that  the  greateft  Clerks  are  not 
always  the  wifeit  Men  ;  and  that  good 
fenfe  accompanied  with  conftancy  of 
1  mind,  and  an  unfhaken  fidelity  in  our 
duty,  is  imcomparably  more  ufefullto 
the  Service  of  God  and  of  the  State, 
than  all  the  knowledge  of  Books  and 
Learning  of  Colleges,  huddled  together 
in  a  Soul  without  integrity  and  refo- 
lution. 

And  truly,   it  manifeftly  appeared, 
that  all  thefe  good  qualities  were  wan- 
ting 
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ting  to  this  pretended  Parliament,  at  Amu^i&g. 
that  time;  lor  about  nine  or  ten  days 
after  that  adtion,  all  the  Members  of 
it,  to  the  number  of  an  hundred  and 
twenty,  Q  comprehending  in  that  ac- 
count the  Princes  and  the  Prelates  , ) 
fwore  upon  the  Crucifix,  that  they 
wou'd  never  depart  from  their  League, 
and  that  they  wou'd  profecute  by  all 
manner  of  ways  their  revenge  for  the 
death  of  the  two  Guifes  ;  againit  all 
thofe  who  were  either  Authours  of  it, 
or  accomplices  in  it.  This  proteita- 
tion  which  was  difpatch'd  away  to  all 
the  Towns  that  held  for  the  party  of 
the  League,  increased  the  fury  of  the 
people,  who  every  day  grew  worfe 
and  worfe,  even  to  that  degree,  that 
fome  of  them  by  an  abominable  mix- 
ture of  Sacrilege,  Paricide,  and  Magi- 
cal Enchantments  ,  made  Images  of 
Wax  refembling  the  King,  which  they 
placd upon  the  Altars, and  prick'd  them 
in  divers  parts,  pronouncing  certain 
Diabolical  words  at  every  one  of  the 
forty  Mafles  which  they  caus'd  to  be 
faid  in  many  Churches,  to  make  their 
charms  more  powerfull  j  and  at  the 
fortieth,  they  piere'd  the  image  to  the 
Gg  z  heart. 
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Amhj&9.  heart,  as  intending  thereby  to  give  their 
King  the  ftroke  of  death. 

And  in  the  mean  time  their  Bedlam 
Guinceftre  fhewing  in  the  midft  of  his 
Sermon,  certain  little  Silver  Candle- 
flicks  made  an  hundred  years  before, 
and  curioufly  caftinto  the  fhape  of  Sa- 
tyrs, carrying  Flambeaus,  which  had 
been  found  amongft  the  rich  orriaments 
of  the  Capuchins  Oratory,  and  the  Mi* 
tiimes  of  the  Bois  de  Vincennes  lately 
plundered  by  the  Rabble,  accus'd  the 
King  himfelf  of  Sorcery,  faying,  that 
thole  were  the  Idols,  and  the  figures  of 
thofe  Devils  to  which  Henry  de  Valois 
was  accuftom'd  to  Sacrifice,  in  his  re- 
tirement to  Bois  de  Vincennes;  and 
that  they  had  commanded  him  to 
murther  the  Duke  of  Guifey  the  Pro- 
tector of  their  Faith.  But  that  which 
gave^the  mortal  blow  to  the  Royal 
Authority,  and  fettled  the  Revolt  in 
Abfolute  power,  by  giving  it  a  kind  of 
regular  form  of  a  popular  Government, 
or  rather  of  an  Ariftocracy,  againftthe 
fundamental  law  of  the  French  Monar- 
chy,  was  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne. 

*Tis 
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'Tis  true  that  Prince  was  not  en-A»«.  i$8?. 
dued  with  all  thofe  great  and  Heroique 
qualities,  which  rais'd  the  admiration 
of  the  World  in  the  perfon  of  his  eider 
brother  the  late  Duke  of  Guife  :  but  if 
we  confider  him  in  himfelf,  and  with- 
out comparing  him  to  the  former, 
whofe  merit  being  incomparably  grea- 
ter, and  his  actions  more  glorious, 
wou'd  certainly  obfcure  him,  it  muft 
\>t  faid,  if  we  will  do  him  right,  that 
he  had  as  much  fpirit,  as  much  cou- 
rage, wifedom,  moderation ,  fince- 
rity  and  probity,  as  was  neceflary  for 
him,  to  maintain  an  honourable  place 
amongft  the  great  men  of  his  time  : 
but  not  fo  much  refolution,  conftancy , 
greatnefsofSoul,  vigour,  a&ivityand 
good  fortune,  as  he  ought  to  have  had 
for  the  fuftaining  of  fo  powerful!  a 
party  as  that,  which  he  took  upon  him- 
iclf  to  Head,  in  oppqfition  to  two 
Kings. 

On  the  one  fide  he  was  ftrongly 
folicited  by  the  Council  of  Sixteen, 
and  by  the  Dutchefs  of  Montpenfier 
his  Sifter,  to  come  and  take  the  place 
of  his  dead  Brother,  and  to  put  him- 
felf at  the  head  of  thofe,  who  were  ail 
Gg  3  in 
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Ann.jitfg.  in  a  readinefs  to  obey  his  orders,  and 
to  give  up  tliemfelves  to  his  com- 
mand :  and  on  the  other  fide  he  had 
received  the  Ring's  Letters,  which  af- 
fur'd  him  in  mbft  obliging  terms,  that 
being  as  fully  perfwaded  of  his  inno- 
cence, as  he  was  convinced  of  his  Bro- 
ther's crimes,  he  was  ready  to  give  him 
all  the  part  he  cou  d  defire  both  in  his 
favour,  and  his  bounty,  provided  that 
he  ftill  continu  d  in 'that  obedience  and 
fidelity,  which  he  ow-d  him. 

But  the  extreme,  grief  he  had  coi> 
ceiv'd,  for  the  cruel  treatment  of  his 
Brothers,  after  fo  many  promifes,  arid 
fuch  folemn  protections,  that  all  pad 
actions  ftpu'd  be  forgotten,  the  obliga- 
tion, which<  he  thought  his  honour 
imposed  on  him  to  revenge  their  death ; 
and  more  than  ail,  the  diOruft  he  had 
of  the  King,  W7hich  w7as  infuperable  in 
him,  whole  fair  words  he  took  for  no 
fecurity,  after  fo  horrible  an  a<9tion, 
made  him  at  lafl  refolve  to  take  up 
Arms,  though  he  was  not  naturally  in- 
clined to  raflinefs,and  to  precipitate  him- 
felf  blindfold,  into  fuch  an  Abyfs  of  ha- 
zards and  confufions,  as  are  infepara- 
ble  from  Civil  Wars.    He  thought  he 

ihoud 
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flioiul  find  much  IcTs  fecurity  in  the 
Kings  word  and  honour,  than  in  for- 
tune, unconflant  and  variable  as  ihe 
is ;  and  that  lie  ran  not  fo  much  hazard 
in  declaring  himfelf  openly  his  Enemy, 
as  in  trufting  tohisPromiicsand  Oaths. 
So  that  at  the  firft,  it  was  neither  ha- 
tred, nor  ambition,  but  onelydiftruft, 
which  hurri'd  him  as  it  were  by  force 
into  the  Civil  Wars ;  and  he  had  never 
exposed  himfelf  to  fo  manifeft  a  dan- 
ger of  being  ruin'd,  but  that  heimagin'd 
that  by  not  hazarding  himfelf,  he  had 
been  ruin'd. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  beginning  of 
his  unhappy  Enterprize,  was  exceed- 
ing prosperous :  He  marclrd  from 
Dijon,  with  many  Troups,  which  he 
had  drawn  out  of  his  Government  of 
Bourgogne,  and  of  Champaign,  which 
declar'd  generally  for  the  League,  ex- 
cepting onely  Ckaalons ,  the  Magi- 
ftrates  of  which  place  having  received 
information  of  the  Duke  of  Guife's 
death  before  the  Sieur  de  Rone,  whom 
that  Duke  had  there  eftablifh'd  Qover- 
nour,  conftrain'd  him  immediately  to 
depart  out  of  it:  And  as  a  River  fwells 
and  enlarges  its  chanels,   the  farther 

Gg  4  it 
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£5^J£  it  flows  from  its  Spring,  arid  the  near* 
"  er  it  approaches  to  the  Sea  ;  fo  the 
Forces  of  this  new  Head  of  the  League 
increas'd  on  his  march,  by  the  con- 
courfe  of  thofe  whom  his  own  reputa- 
tion, the  memory  of  the  late  Duke  his 
Brother*  the  common  hatred  to  the 
King,  the  example  of  Paris,  the  falfe 
Zeal  of  Religion,  and  above  all,  the 
Intereft  and  defire  which  many  had 
to  make  their  advantage  ofthefe 
troubles,  drew  to  him  in  all  the  Coun- 
tries through  which  he  pafs'd ;  and  all 
the  Towns,  as  it  were  in  Emulation 
of  each  other,  open'd  their  Gates  for  his 
reception. 

He  was  receiv'd  at  Troyes,  with  the 
fame  Honours  which  are  peculiar  to 
Kings ;  and  he  a&ed  there  as  a  Sove- 
reign Prince;  from  thence  fending 
out  his  Commiflions  to  the  Creatures 
of  the  Duke  of  Guife,  and  efpecially 
to  Rofne  and  St.  Paul,  to  whom  he  ex- 
pedited his  Orders  for  them  to  com- 
mand in  Champaign  and  Brye.  He 
poflefs'd  himfelf  &P$cfts,  to  which 
place  thofe  of  his  party  invited  him. 
All  things  bent  under  his  Authority 
wherefoever   he  pafs'd.     He  enter'd 

like 
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like  a  Conquerour  into  Orleans  ;  where  Auu\#$. 
the  fame  alone  of  his  coming,  con- 
ftrain'd  the  Royalifts  to  furrender  the 
Cittadcl  to  the  Townfmen  who  be- 
fieg'd  it.  He  made  himfelf  Mafter  of 
Chartrcs  by  the  intelligence  which 
he  held  there:  where  the  people 
changing  on  the  fudden,  as  it  were  by 
Enchantment,  were  become  quite  ano- 
ther fort  of  creatures  than  they  were 
formerly,  when  the  King  retir'd  thither 
after  the  Barricades,  and  where  they 
received  him  with  wonderfull  acclama- 
tions. 

Thus  covered  with  glory,  and  now 
becoming  much  more  haughty  than 
his  nature  feem'd  to  allow,  by  reafon 
of  fo  many  profperous  events,  which 
appear'd  like  good  Omens  of  the  fu- 
ture, he  enter'd  on  the  twelfth  of 
Fehruary  into  Paris,  where  as  if  the 
Duke  of  6uift  had  been  rais'd  from 
the  dead  in  his  perfon,  there  was  a 
loofe  given  to  all  publique  demonflra- 
tions  of  joy,  with  fo  much  tranfport 
and  excefs,  that  they  proceeded  fo  far 
as  even  to  expofe  his  Picfhire  Crown'd, 
and  toereft  a  Royal  Throne  for  him ; 
and  if  he  had  had  ambition  and  bold- 

nefs 
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f%^?\  nefs  enough  to  have .  accepted  it,  he 
had  found  perhaps  enow  to  have 
acknowledged  him ,  that  they  might 
have  held  under  him  thofe  Govern- 
ments which  he  cou'd  have  given  them, 
with  the  titles  of  t)iitchies,  and  Coun- 
ties in  homage,  as  Hugh  Capet  had 
given  him  the  example-  But  whe- 
ther it  were,  that  hedurft'  not  attempt 
it  out  of  fear,  or  wou'd  not  out  of  pru- 
dence, as  forefeeing  in  it  infuperable 
difficulties,  which  by  his  endeavour- 
ing to  have  rifen  higher,  had  thrown 
him  down  from  the  fleep  of  the  Pre- 
cipice; certain  it  is,  that  by  refufing 
to  accept  that  honour,  which  yet  in 
the  fequel  lie  defir'd  not  any  other 
iliou  d  poflefs,  he  fav'd  the  State,  and 
befides  his prefent  intention,,  or  rather 
againft  it,  preferv'd  the  Crown  to  the 
Kmgpitfavarreytfao  was  the  rightfull 
preemptive  Heir  of  it. 

He  fatisfi'd  himfelf  then,  with  efta- 
blifliing  his  own  authority  in  the  firffc 
place ;,  and  with  rendring  himfelf  more 
powerfull  than  the  Council  of  the 
League *,  compos  d  of  thofe  famous 
forty,  amongft  which,  were  the  molt 
feditious  Mutineers  of  the  whole  party, 

who, 
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who,whatfoever  protection  they  made  ^JLL*** 
to  obey  him,  had  carri'd  all  matters  in 
•Council  againft  him,  and  had  not  faifd, 
whenfoever  it  had  pleas'd  them,  to 
have  given  the  Law  to  him.  To  this  ef- 
fect he  weaken'd  that  Council  by  aug- 
menting it  to  a  greater  number  of  the 
moft  qualifi'd  ot  the  party,  on  whom 
he  knew  he  might  fafely  rely,  as  being 
of  his  own  Ele&ion.  For  under  pre- 
tence that  it  was  neceflary,  that  this 
Aflembly,  which  ought  to  be  the  Ge- 
neral Council  of  the  Union,  ihou'd  be 
inlarg'd  ,  and  be  authorized  by  the 
whole  Party,  he  caus'd  an  Order  to  be 
pafs'd,  that  all  the  Princes  might  aflift 
in  it,  whenfoever  they  pleas'd,  and 
that  all  the  Bifhops,  the  Prefidents, 
the  Procureurs  ,  and  the  Advocates 
General  of  Parliaments,  fifteen  Coun- 
t  fellors  whom  he  nam'd,  the  Prevoft  of 
Merchants,  the  Sheriffs,  the  Town 
Solicitor,  and  the  Deputies  of  the 
three  Orders  of  all  the  Provinces  of 
the  League,  fliou'd  have  places  in  it,  and 
deliberative  Votes. 

Thus  being  always  the  flrongeft  in 
that  Aflembly,  by  the  great  number  of 
voices,  which  were  for  him,  he  caus'd 

wfiat- 
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^2^5£9.  whatfoever  he  pleased  to  pafs,  infpight 
"^  * "  "  of  the  Sixteen ;  and  procur'd  an  autho- 
rity to  himfelf,  near  approaching  to 
the  Soveraign  Pawer  of  a  King.  For 
the  firfl;  thing  which  was  order'd  in  this 
new  Council,  was  that  in  fign  of  this 
abfolute  Dominion,  which  either  they 
fuffer'd  him  to  take,  or  they  gave  him, 
he  fhou'd  have  from  thenceforth,  till 
the  holding  of  the  Eftates,  the  moft 
extraordinary  and  unexampled  quality 
of  Lieutenant  General ,  not  of  the 
King,  for  the  League  acknowledged 
none  at  that  time,  but  of  theEftate, 
and  Crown  of  France.  As  if  he  who 
commands  and  governs  cou'd  reprefent 
a  Kingdom,  and  hold,  in  quality  of 
Lieutenant,  the  place  of  an  Eftate, 
which  is  not  that  which  governs,  but 
what  is,  or  ought  to  be  govern'd. 

Notwithftanding  which,  he  took  his 
Oath  for  that  new  fantaftique  dig- 
nity, on  the  thirteenth  of  March  in  the 
Parliament,  which  verified  the  Letters 
Patents  of  it,  under  the  new  Seals  f 
made  inflead  of  thofe  of  the  King, 
which  were  broken  by  them.  And, 
to  begin  the  Exercife  of  his  Office  by 
an  aft  of  Soveraignty,  he  caus'd  inv 

mediately 
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mediately  to  be  publifli'd  his  new  ^5^*J* 
Laws ,  contain'd  in  one  and  twenty 
Articles,  for  the  uniting  under  one 
form  of  Government ,  all  the  Towns 
which  were  enter'd  into  the  League  ; 
and  thofe  which  in  procefs  of  time 
fhou'd  enter,  the  number  of  which  in 
a  fhort  ipace  grew  very  great.  For, 
there  is  nothing  more  furprifing,  than 
to  fee  with  what  rapidity  that  torrent 
of  Rebellion  fpreading  from  the  Capi- 
tal City  into  the  Provinces ,  drew  a- 
long  with  it  the  greateft  Towns , 
which  under  pretence  of  revenging 
the  death  of  the  pretended  Patrons  of 
the  Faith,  and  of  preferving  Religion, 
aflbciated  themfelves  againltGods  A- 
nointed,  either  to  make  themfelves  a 
new  Mafter,  or  to  have  none  at  all. 

Almoft  all  the  Towns  of  Burgundy , 
of  Champaign ,  of  Picardy,  and  of  the 
Ifle  of  France ,  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  of  Normandy ,  Mayne ,  Bretagne  f 
Anjou ,  Auvergne ,  Dauphine ,  Pro- 
vence, Berry ,  and  the  greateft  Cities 
of  the  Kingdom  next  to  Paris,  as  Ronen, 
Lyons,  Tholoufe,  and  Poitiers,  had 
put  themfelves  under  the  prote&ion 
of  the  Vnion,  and  were  members  of 
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Anthjtf?.  itjbefore  the  end  of  March>  and  in  eve 
ry  place  were  committed  the  like  dif- 
orders  as  were  at  Paris.  But  princi- 
pally at  Tholoufe ,  where  the  furious 
Rabble  having  let  upon  the  firft  Prefi- 
dent  Duranti ,  and  Daphis  the  Advo- 
cate General,  two  men  of  great  un- 
derftanding,  lingular  Venue,  and  un- 
common fidelity  to  the  King's  Service, 
Maflacred  them  in  the  open  Street, 
After  which  their  faculty  of  Divines, 
confirmed  the  decree  of  the  S or  bonne ^ 
which  was  propos'd  in  a  general  Af- 
fembly  at  the  Town-Houfe,  by  which 
they  authorised  the  Revolt. 

The  greateft  part  of  Provence ,  had 
alfo  thrown  it  feif  with  the  fame  im- 
petuofity  into  the  League ,  under  the 
leading  of  the  famous  Hubert  de  Garde, 
Szeur  de  Vins ,  who  by  his  courage 
and  extraordinary  Valour,  accompa- 
nied with  his  great  prudence,  and  the 
wonderfull  talent  he  had ,  of  gaining 
the  affe&ions  of  the  people ,  had  ac- 
quired more  reputation  and  power 
than  any  Gentleman  not  fupported  by 
the  Royal  Authority  had  ever  obtained 
in  his  own  Countrey.  He  had  for- 
merly fav'd  the-  Life  of  Henry  the 

Third 
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Third  at  Roche/le ,  when  that  Prince  ^^\ 
who  was  then  but  Duke  of  Anjouy  ap- 
proaching too  near  to  a  Retrenchment, 
a  Souldier  who  had  Tingled  him  out 
from  all  the  reft ,  had  juft  taken  aim 
at  him,  which  the  Sieur  cle  Vim  per- 
ceiving ,  threw  himfelf  before  him , 
in  the  Bullets  way ,  and  received  the 
Mufquet  ihot,  which  wanted  little  of 
coding  him  his  Life.  He  expected 
as  he  had  reafon  ,  ibme  great  prefer- 
ment from  the  Duke  when  he  was 
King  ,  in  recompence  of  fo  generous 
^n  adtion,  but  perceiving  that  all  was 
play'd  into  the  Minions  hands,  without 
fo  much  as  taking  the  leaft  notice  of 
his  worth  ,  the  indignation  of  being 
flighted,  caus'd  him  to  enter  into  the 
Duke  of  Guifes  Interefts,  and  to  in- 
gage  in  the  League +  (of  which  he  was 
Head  in  Provence^)  the  Count  of  C ar- 
eas his  Uncle,  his  Brother-in-Law  the 
Count  de  Sault ,  a  great  part  of  the 
Nobility,  and  the  Parliament  of  Aix, 
as  alfo  to  expofe  the  whole  Province 
to  the  manifeft  danger  of  being  loft, 
by  calling  in  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  who 
neverthelefs  was  conftrain  d  at  laft, 
to  retire  with  fliame  into  his  own  Do- 
minions, In 
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'Am^ji,^.      In  the  mean  time,  the  King  who 
from  time  to  time  receiv'd  theunplea- 
fant  News  of  the  Rebellion  of  his  Sub- 
jects, had  been  forc'd  to  fend  back  the 
Deputies  of  the  Eftates  to  their  feveral 
Provinces,  where  the  greateft  part  of 
them  being  hot  Leaguers  ,   blew  up 
the  Fire  to  that  height ,  that  he  was 
conftraind  at  the  length  to  lay  afide 
the  ways  of  Clemency  and  Mildnefs, 
and  to  take  up,  (though  fomewhat  of 
the  lateft,)  tjiofe  of  Rigour  and  Cora* 
pulfion.    He  began  by  fending  a  He- 
rald to  Paris ,  who  bore  an  Injunction 
to  the  Duke  ofAumale,  the  pretended 
Governour,  immediately  to  depart  the 
Town  j  an  Interdiction  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, to  the  Exchequer,  and  the 
Court  of  Aydes,  with  prohibition  to 
all  other  Officers,  of  any  farther  exer- 
cife  of  their  employments ;  But  he 
was  remanded,   without  an  hearing, 
loaded  with  affronts ,   and  threatn'd 
with  an  Halter,  if  he  prefum'd  to  re- 
turn on  fuch  an  Errant. 

He  declar  d  the  Dukes  ofMayennt 
zndAumale,  the  Citizens  of  Paris,  Or- 
leans, Amiens,  Abbeville,  and  the  di- 
ther Aflbciated  Towns ,  to  be  guilty 

of 
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of  High  Treafon,  if  within  a  time  pre-  AnUtl^9< 
fix'd,  they  return  not  to  their  Duty. 
He  transferred  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
to  Tours  y  and  all  the  Courts  of  Judica- 
ture, which  were  in  the  Cities  of  the 
League  to  other  Towns ,  which  con- 
tinual faithfull  to  him.  But  they  with- 
out being  concerned  at  his  angry  De- 
clarations, reveng'd  themfelves  in  all 
places,  on  fuch  as  were  of  the  Royal 
Party,  by  all  manner  of  ill  ufage.  He 
did  m  the  month  of  March  ,  what  he 
ought  to  have  done  in  December :  He 
calfd  together  his  Gendarmery,  and 
Rendevouz'd  what  Forces  he  cou'd 
raiie  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Tours ; 
to  which  place  he  had  retired,  as  not 
thinking  himfelf  fecure  in  fo  open  and 
weak  a  Town  as  Blois ;  but  firft  he 
fecur'd  his  Prifoners,  whom  hecaus'd 
to  be  carried  from  the  Caftle  of  Am- 
boife ,  and  diftributed  them  into  feve- 
ral  Prifons.  But  the  Duke  of  Mayenne 
who  over-powr'd  him  in  men,  was  al- 
ready upon  the  point  of  coming  out 
from  Paris  with  a  ftrong  Army,  with 
a  refolution  of  preventing  his  defigns, 
and  aflaulting  him  in  Tours.  And  up- 
on that  confideration  it  was ,  that  he 
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was  forc'd  to  refolve  upon  the  onely 
way,  which  remain'd  for  his  Shelter, 
from  the  laft  extremities  of  Violence, 
and  for  the  prefervation  of  his  Crown 
and  Perfon.     France  at  that  time  was 
in  a  moft  deplorable  condition  ,  divi- 
ded, and  as  it  were  broken  into  three 
Parties,  which  laid  it  wafte.    That  of 
the  League  the  moft  powerfull  of  any, 
by  the  Rebellion  of  fo  many  Towns  : 
that  of  the  King  of  Navarre,  which 
had  greatly  ftrengthen'd  it  felf ,  dure- 
ing  the  firft  troubles  ;  and  that  of  the 
King,  which  in  a  manner  was  reducd 
to  his  own  Houlhold ,  and  fome  very 
few  depending  Towns.    It  was  im- 
poffible  for  him  in  this  condition  to 
carry  on  the  War,  which  he  had  un- 
dertaken againft  the  Huguenots  ,  and 
at  the  fame  time ,  to  maintain  himfelf 
againft  the  Army  of  the  Leaguers.    It 
remain'd  then,    that  of  neceflity  he 
muft  clofe  with  one  of  thofe  Parties , 
that  by  its  affiftance  he  might  reduce 
the  other  to  Obedience ,  or  at  leaft 
that  he  might  fave  himfelf  from  ruine, 
which   was  inevitable ,    if  he  flood 
fingleand  expos'd  to  the  violence  of 
the  other  two.    Now   the  Leaguers 

wou'd 
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wou'd  neither  admit  of  Peace  nor  Truce  ^J  $£?• 
with  him,  having  Sworn  in  the  Oath, 
which  was  adminifter'd  to  them  by 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  that  they  wou'd 
profecute  their  Vengeance  to  the  ex- 
tremity ,  for  the  death  of  the  two 
Guifes.  'Tis  manifeft  by  confequence, 
that  he  was  indifpenfably  oblig'd  ,  to 
unite  himfelf  with  the  King  of  Navar- 
rey  and  to  accept  the  aid  he  offer'd 
him,  with  fo  much  franknefs  and  ge- 
nerofity. 

After  the  death  of  the  Guifes, 
that  Prince  making  his  advantage  of 
fo  favourable  an  opportunity  ,  while 
all  things  were  in  confufion  amongft 
the  Catholiques ,  had  much  advanc  d 
the  affairs  of  his  Party  ,  by  taking  of 
Niort,  Saint  Max ent,  Maillezais,  and 
fome  other  Towns  in  Poitou  ,  fince 
when,  upon  his  quick  recovery  from 
a  dangerous  Sicknefs  whereof  he  was 
like  to  die,  he  had  puih'd  his  conquefts 
as  far  as  the  Frontiers  of  Touraine  , 
having  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Lou- 
duny  Thouars ,  Montr eiuil  Be//ajy  Mi- 
rebeau ,  Lijle  Bouchard \  Chafleileraudy 
Argenton,  and  of  Blanc  in  Berry.  At 
which  time ,  obferving  the  wretched 
H  h  2  Eftate 
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4/?/w58p.  Eftate  to  which  the  kingdom  was  re- 
duc'd,  by  the  three  Parties  which  diP 
membred  it ,  he  puhlifh'd  a  Declara- 
tion on  the  fourth  of  March,  addrefs'd 
to  the  three  Eftates  of  France %  therein 
exhorting  them  to  Peace,  which  was 
the  onely  remedy  for  fo  many  diftem- 
pers ,  as  afflided  the  miferable  Na- 
tion. 

Then,  having  clearly  prov'd  ,  that 
it  was  impoff;bfc  for  the  King  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  a  Civil  War .,  to  be  profecuted 
as  feme  advised- him,  at  the  fame  time 
againft  the  Huguenots  and  Leaguers  ,' 
he  ofler'd  him  his  Service;  and  all  the 
Forces  of  his  Party ,  not  for  bringing 
the  Leaguers  and  the  Revolted  Towns 
to  pumfhment ,  but  for  reducing 
them  to  the  terms  of  defiring  Peace, 
which  he  moft  humbly  petitioiid  him 
to  grant  them,  and  to  pardon  and  pafs 
by  the  injuries  he  had  receiv'd  ,  after 
they  had  been  fubdu'd  by  the  joint 
Forces  of  all  good  French-men ,  both  of 
the  one  Religion  and  the  other;  march- 
ing under  the  conduct  of:  his  Majefty 
againft  Rebels.  After  which,  he  pro- 
tefted  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  ingag'd 
his  Faith  and  Honour,  that  foralmuch 

as 
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as  that  union  of  his  mod  faithful!  Ser-  Am^i&. 
vants,  as  well  Fatbolijue's  as  Proteftants 
was  onely  intended  ,  to  rcftore  the 
Royal  Authority,  and  Peace  in  France , 
he  wou'd  never  permit  that  the  Roman 
Catholique  Faith,  ihou'd  receive  theleaft 
prejudice  in  confideration  of  it ,  but 
that  it  Ihou'd  always  be  preferv'd  in 
fuch  Towns  as  fhou  d  be  taken,  with- 
out making  any  alteration  of  Religion 
in  them. 

This  Declaration  made  way  for  the 
Treaty,  which  was  begun  with  great 
fecrecy,  immediately  after  it,  in  or- 
der to  the  Union  of  the  two  Kings. 
There  were  fome  in  the  Council  who 
endeavourVi  to  oppofe  that  Negotia- 
tion, as  fearing  that  it  wrou'd  much 
fortify  the  Party  of  the  League  ,  by 
contributing  to  the  belief  of  that  re- 
port, which  was  already  fpread  by 
the  Leaguers  amongft  the  people,  that 
the  King  had  always  maintained  a  pri- 
vate Correfpondence  with  the  Hugue- 
nots ;  befides,that  the  Pope  whofe  Friend- 
ship was  neceflary ,  wou  d  be  fcanda- 
lisci  at  fuch  an  Union.  The  King 
himfelf  had  a  great  repugnance  to  it, 
and  doubtlefs  wou  d  much  rather  have 
H  h  3  com- 
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compounded  his  differences  with  the 
Princes  of  the  League,  if  it  had  been 
poflible,  and  thereby  to  have  renew'd 
his  Edift  of  Reunion,  a  thing  not  un- 
known to  the  King  of  Navarre,  who 
eafily  perceiv'd  that  the  Court  wou  d 
never  apply  to  him ,  but  for  want  of 
others. 

In  effeft  ,  the  King  in  the  begin- 
ning of  March ,  had  written  to  the 
Duke  of  Lor  rain  ,  and  had  fent  him 
very  advantageous  conditions  for  the 
Princes  of  his  Houfe,  with  all  manner 
of  Security  for  them,  in  cafe  he  cou'd 
prevail  with  them ,  to  receive  the 
Peace  and  Treaty  which  he  offer 'd. 
But  being  refus'd  on  that  fide  ,  thofe 
of  his  Council,  who  were  of  opinion 
that  the  King  of  Navarre's  proporti- 
ons fhou'd  be  accepted ,  infore'd  fo  far 
their  ftrongeft  Argument,  which  was 
pure  Neceility ,  farther  alledging  the 
examples  of  lb  many  Catholique  Kings 
and  Princes,  who  like  the  great  Em- 
perour  Tkeodofius  made  ufe  of  Infidels 
and  Heretiques  againft  their  Enemies, 
that  the  King  at  laft  confented  to  fet 
on  foot  the  Treaty, 


It 
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It  was  concluded  at  Tours  on  the 
:hird  o£  April,  by  the  Sieur  du  P  lefts - 
\Mornay,  who  capitulated  on  the  King 
|of Navarre's  behalf,  on  thefe  conditi- 
ons :  That  the  faid  King  ?   during  the 
Truce  which  was  made  for  one  year, 
ihoud  ferve   the  King   with  all   his 
Forces :  That  he  ihou d  have  a  paflage 
on  the  Loyre,  which  at  length   was 
declared  to  be  the  Town  of  Saumur; 
after  fome  difficulties  which  were  re- 
moved concerning  the  trulting  it  in 
his  hands.    That  he   ihoud   therein 
have  the  free  exercife  of  his  Religion, 
and  in  fome  other  little  Towns,  which 
were  left  to  him  by  way  of  caution, 
for  his  reimburfment  of  his  charges  in 
the  War. 

This  Negotiation  of  Du  P lefts,  cou\l 
not  be  tranfa&ed  with  lb  much  Se- 
crecy, but  that  it  was  vented  by  the 
Legat  Morofini ,  who  thereupon  us'd 
his  utmoft  endeavours  in  three  vigo- 
rous Remonftrances  to  hinder  that 
blow,  which  he  believ'd  wou  d  be  fa- 
tal to  Religion,  according  to  the  falfe 
notions  which  he  had  of  the  King  of 
Navarre.  And  the  King  having  told 
him ,  that  after  having  tn  d  all  ways 
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*nru  1589.  of  accommodation  with  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne ,  which  that  Prince  had  al- 
ways  haughtily   reje&ed  ,    necefllty 
compell'd  him  to  make  ufe  of  the  one- 
ly  remaining  means  to  defend  his  Life  % 
the  Legat  earneftly  befought  him  to 
allow  him  ten  days  more  ,    that  he 
might  have  opportunity  of  treating  in 
perfon  with  that  Duke,    whom  he 
hop'd  he  fhou  d  be  able  to  prevail  with, 
to  accept  thofe  advantageous  terms  of 
Peace ,   which  were  prefented    him. 
Though  the  Treaty    was  not  onely 
concluded,  butalfo  fign'd,  as  appears 
by  the  Memoires  of  Du  Pleffis-Mornay, 
yet  the  King  to  make  it  evident ,  that 
it  was  onely  through  neceffity  ,  that 
he  enter'd  into  this  Union  with   the 
Huguenots  againft    the  League  ,   was 
consenting  that  before  the   publica- 
tion of  it ,    there   fliou'd    be    made 
a  laft  attempt  on  the  inclinations  of 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne ,  to  induce  him 
to  a  reconcilement.  To  this  efled,  he 
gave  in  writing  to  the  Legat  the  fame 
Articles,  which  he  had  already  pro- 
pps'd  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  ,    and 
which  were  as  advantageous   to  his 
Family ,  as  he  cou  d  reafonably  de- 
fire.  For 
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For  there  was  offer'd  to  the  Duke  of  ^^158* 
Mayenne,  his  Government  of  Bur  gun- 
dy ^  with  full  power  of  placing   fuch 
Governours  in  the  Towns,  as  he  him- 
felf  fhou'd  chufe  ;  of  difpofing  all  va- 
cant Offices,  and  levying  on  the  Pro- 
vince forty  thoufand  Crowns  yearly. 
To  the  young  Duke  of  Guife  his  Ne- 
phew, the  Government  oichampaigne, 
with  two  Cities  at  his  choice ,  therein 
to  keep  what  Garrifons  he   pleas'd  , 
twenty  thoufand  Crowns  of  Penfion, 
and  thirty  thoufand  Livres  of  Income 
in  Benifices  for  his  Brother.     To  the 
Duke  of  Nemours  the  Government  of 
Lyons,  with  a  Penfion  of  ten  thoufand 
Crowns ;  to  the  Duke  of  Aumale  the 
Government  of  Picardy,  and  two  Ci- 
ties in  that  Province ;  to  die  Duke  of 
Elbeuf  a  Government ,  and  five  and 
twenty  thoufand  Livres  of  Penfion  ; 
and  what  was  of  greateft  importance 
for  that  Family  ,  to  the  Marquis  du 
Pont,  eldeft  Son  of  the  Doke  of  Lor- 
rain,  the  Government  of  Toul ,  Metz 
and  Verdun  ,  with  aflurance ,  that  if 
his  Majefty  had  no  Iflue  Male  ,  thofe 
three  Biihopricks  ihou'd  remain  to  the 
Duke  o&Lorrain*    To  all  which  ,  the 

King 
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4^*j**  King  caus'd  this  addition  to  be  made, 
~*  A  that  to  remove  all  difficulties  ,  which 
might  arife  in  the  execution  of  this 
Treaty,  he  wou'd  remit  himfelf  to  the 
Arbitration  of  his  Holinefs,  who  might 
pleafe  to  pyi  in  the  Umpirage  with 
him  the  Senate  of  Venice  ,  the  great 
Duke  of  Thufcany  ,  the  Duke  of  Fer- 
raray  and  the  Duke  of  Lor  rain  himfelf, 
who  had  fo  great  an  intereft  in  thofe 
Articles. 

With  thefe  conditions  the  Legat 
went  from  Tours  on  the  tenth  oi  April, 
towards  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  ,  who 
was  already  advanced  with  his  Army, 
as  far  as  Chafieaudmu  He  was  received 
with  all  manner  of  refped ,  and  dure- 
ing  the  two  days  conference  he  had 
with  the  Duke ,  employ'd  the  moll 
powerfull  confederations  he  cou  d  pro- 
pofe  to  win  his  confent  to  a  Peace  fo 
advantageous  for  all  his  Houfe,  and  fo 
neceflary  to  Religion  and  the  publique 
welfare  :  or  at  leaft  to  gain  thus  far 
upon  him,  that  if  any  thing  were  yet 
wanting  to  his  entire  fatisfa&ion ,  he 
wou  d  remit  his  interefts  and  thofe  of 
his  Party  into  the  hands  of  the  Pope, 
as  the  Ring  on  his  fide  was  already 

difpos'd 
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difpos'd  to  refer  his  own.  But  after  *^£*\ 
ail  his  endeavours,  he  cou'd  not  work 
him  to  any  condefcenfion.  And  what- 
ever arguments  he  us'd,  he  always  an- 
fwer'd  with  great  refpeft  as  to  the 
Pope  and  the  perfon  of  the  Legal , 
but  with  extreme  contempt  for  the 
King,  whom  h*  perpetually  call'd  that 
Wretch,  that  he  and  his  wou'd  ever  be 
obedient  to  the  Pope,-  but  that  he 
was  very  well  aflur  d ,  that  his  Holi- 
nefs  wou  d  never  lay  his  Commands 
upon  him,  to  make  any  agreement  to 
the  prejudice  of  Religion,  with  a  man 
who  had  none  at  all ,  and  who  was 
united  with  the  Huguenots,  againftthe 
Catholijues.  That  he  cou'd  not  bear 
the  mention  of  a  reconcilement  with  a 
perjur'd  man ,  who  had  neither  Faith 
nor  Honour,  and  that  he  cou  d  never 
trufthis  word,  who  had  Murther'd 
his  Brothers  fo  inhumanely,  and  viola- 
ted fo  perfidioufly,  not  onely  the  pub- 
lique  Faith,  but  alfo  the  Oath  which 
he  had  taken  on  the  Evangelifts  at 
the  mod  holy  Sacrament  of  the  Al- 
tar. 

After  this,  the  Cardinal  farther  ob- 
ferving,  (what  he  cou'd  not  otherways 

have 
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^^l^l^  have  believ'd,)  that  even  moreoppro- 
*  brious  terms  than  thefe  were  us'd  of 
the  King,  through  all  the  Army ,  and 
in  every    City  ,    which   own'd   the 
League  y  where  no  man  durft  prefume 
to  give  him  the  name  of  King  ,  wrote 
him  word  that  he  cou'd  do  him  no 
Service  with  the  Duke  ;   and  himfelf 
not  daring  to    be  near  his  perfon  , 
while  the  King  of  Navarre  continued 
with  him,  went  to  Bourhonnois,  where 
he  waited  the  Orders  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  Pope  not  long  after  , 
to  return  to  Romey  and  there  to  give 
an  account  of  his  Legation.    Thus,  af- 
ter all  hope  was  utterly    loft  of  con- 
cluding any  peace  with  the  Leaguers  , 
the  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Navarre 
took  place.    He  was  put  into  pofleffi- 
oii  of  Saurnur ,   the  Government  of 
which  he  gave  to  the  Sieur  du  ? lefts- 
Mornay^  who  had  fo  well  fucceeded  in 
his  Negotiation :  And  it  was  from 
that  very  place  that  he  publifli'd  his 
Declaration,  concerning  his  intended 
paflage  over  the  Loyre,  for  the  Service 
ofhisMajefty,  where  he  protefts  a- 
mongft  other  things ,  that  being  firfl 
Prince  of  the  Bloud,   whom  his  Birth 

oblige} 
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oblig'd  before  all  others  to  defend  his-^**^ 
King,  he  holds  none  for  Enemies,  but 
fuch  as  are  Rebels  ,  forbidding  nioft 
UridJy  all  his  Souldiers ,  to  commit 
any  manner  of  offence  againft  thofe 
Catholiques  who  were  faithfull  Sub- 
jects to  his  Majefty  ,  and  particularly 
againft  the  Clergy ,  whom  he  takes 
into  his  protection. 

The  King  alfo  made  his  own  at 
large ,  wherein  he  declares  the  rea- 
fons ,  that  oblig'd  him  to  joyn  with 
the  King  of  Navarre^  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  perfon  and  the  Eltate, 
without  any  prejudice  which  cou'd 
thence  enfue,  to  the  Catholique  Reli- 
gion, which  he  wou'd  always  main- 
tain in  his  Kingdom  ,  even  with  the 
hazard  of  his  Life.  But  that  which  at 
length  completed  the  Happinefs  of 
this  Union  betwixt  the  two  Kings  i 
was  their  Enterview  which  was  made 
in  the  Park  of  P lefts ,  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  Aprils  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  a  multitude  of  people  there  aflem* 
bled,  and  with  all  the  figns  of  an  en- 
tire confidence  on  both  fides:  Though 
the  old  Huguenot  Captains  who  had 
not  yet  forgot  St.  Bartholomew  ,  us'd 

their 
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4n*  1589.  their  beft  endeavours  that  their  Mafter 
'  ftiou'd  not  have  put  himfelf  in  the 
King's  Power,  as  he  did  with  all  frank- 
nefs  and  generofity. 

He  did  yet  more ,  for  being  gone 
back  with  his  Guards ,  and  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  attended  him  to  the  Faux- 
hourgs  of  St.  Simphorian  beyond  the 
Bridges  ;  on  the  next  Morning, which 
was  the  firft  of  May ,  he  repais  d  the 
River,  follow'd  onely  by  one  Page, 
and  return'd  to  fours  ,  to  be  prefent 
at  the  King's  Leve>  who  was  infinite- 
ly pleas'd  with  this  generous  proce- 
dure, and  clearly  faw  by  it ,  that  he 
had  no  occafion  to  fufpe£t  him ,  and 
that  he  had  reafon  to  hope  all  things 
from  a  Prince ,  who  reli'd  fo  fully  on 
his  word ,  though  he  had  broken  it 
more  than  once  to  him,  by  revoking 
the  Edids  which  he  had  made  in  favour 
of  him,  onely  to  content  the  League. 
In  this  manner  they  pafs'd  two  days 
together,  and  held  a  Council ,  where 
the  King  of  Navarre  caus'd  a  refoluti- 
onto  be  taken,  that  for  the  fpeedy 
ending  of  the  War,  they  fhou'd  afiem- 
ble  their  whole  Forces,  with  all  poiTible 
diligence,  and  March  diredly  onto  Pa- 
ris, 
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ris,  which  was  the  Head  of  the  League,  Ann.  1^9. 
and  on  which  the  body  of  it  depended.  ^^  ^ 
After  which,  leaving  with  the  King, 
about  four  or  five  thoufand  men, 
which  he  had  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Tour s,  he  went  from  thence  to  Chinon, 
and  into  Loudunois ,  to  bring  up  the 
remainder  of  his  Forces,  who  were  as 
yet  in  doubt  of  his  Union  with  the 
Royalifts,  and  by  fo doing,  gave  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne  that  opportunity 
which  he  took  of  attacquing  Tours. 

That  Prince  had  Marcnd   out  of 
Paris,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  with 
one  half  of  his  Army,  and  after  ha* 
ving  taken  in  Melon ,  and  fome  other 
little  places,  which  might  caufe  an  im- 
mediate hindrance  to  the  fupplies  of 
that  great  City  ;  he  went  to  joyn  the 
reft  of  his  Forces ,  which  were  Quar- 
ter'd  in  La  Beauce ;  after  which ,  lea- 
ving on  his  left  hand  Beaugency  and 
Blois,  which  it  was  believ'd  he  wou  d 
or  ought  to  have  attacqu'd ,  he  ad- 
vane'd  as  far  as  Cbajleaudun  to  exe- 
cute the  defign  which  he  had  on  Van- 
dome,  and  even  upon  Tours  it  felf ,  by 
help  of  the  intelligence  which  thofe  of 
the  League  had  prepared  for  him  in 

both 
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^^589.  both  thofe  places.  Maille  Benehard, 
who  had  fold  Vandvme,  of  which  he 
was  Governour,  fet  open  the  Gates  of 
it  to  Rofne\  the  Marshal  de  Camp,  who 
made  Prisoners  almoft  all  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  great  Council ,  which  the 
King  had  remov'd  thither.  The  Duke 
of  Mayenne  arrived  there  immediately 
after,  and  having  rejoynd  the  Troups 
otRofne,  went  to  fall  upon  the  Quar- 
ters of  Charles  de  Luxembourg ,  Count 
of  Brie nne .,  who  was  lodg'd  at  Saint 
Ouin)  and  the  Countrey  thereabouts, 
within  a  League  of  Amhoife ;  he  cut 
off  fix  hundred  of  his  Men ,  difpers'd 
the  reft  and  took  him  Prifoner  ;  after- 
wards he  went  to  pofl  himfelf  right 
over  againft  Saumur ,  thereby  to  hin- 
der the  pallage  of  the  remainder  of  the 
King  of  Navarre's  Forces. 

But,  when  he  had  heard  not  long 
after,  that  the  faid  King  was  remov'd 
from  Tours,  he  believ'd  it  wou  d  be  a 
convenient  time  for  him  to  execute  his 
defign  which  he  judg'd  impoilible  to 
fail,  by  reafon  of  the  Correfpondence 
which  he  held  in  the  Town :  Where- 
upon taking  his  way  back,  he  March'd 
with  all  potfible  expedition,  contrary 

to 
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to  the  flownefs  of  his  temper,  and  ap- 
peared in  Battalia  all  on  the  fudden  , 
the  feventh  of  May  in  the  morning , 
on  the    Hills    which   overlook    the 
Fauxbourgof  St.  Simphorian.  a  It  wan- 
ted but  little,  that  the  King,  who  was 
gone  betimes  that  day  to  Marnwutier, 
had  not  been  furpris'd  by  the  Scouts 
who  were  within  an  hundred  paces  of 
him.     And  it  was  not  without  great 
pains  and  danger  ,  that  he  got  to  his 
firft  Corps  de  Guard,  from  whence  he 
returned  into  the  Town,  and   there 
gave  fo  good  dire&ions  in  all  p  laces, 
that  they  who  held  Intelligence  with 
the  Enemy,  durfl  attempt  no  ( iiitur- 
bance :    for  which  reafon  the  Duke, 
£who  had  fpun  out  the  time  wi  ih  faint 
Skirmilhes  till  four  of  the  C  lock  in 
the  Afternoon,  ftill  expefting  that  the 
Leaguers  of  the  Town  wou'd  I  rife  for 
him  ;)  now  feeing  that  there  was  not 
the  lead  motion  made,  gave    on  with 
his  whole  Army  fo  vigoroufh  f  at  three 
feveral  paflages,thathe  forcV  J  the  Bar- 
ricades which  were  made  at'  thole  three 
Avenues,   and  Guarded  w  ith  twelve 
hundred  men:  this  he  p  *rform'd  in 
thefpace  of  half  an  hour.       with  the 

I  i  lofs 
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^^1589.  \0{s  qf  about  an:  hundred  of  his  ©ton, 
A and  the  flajighter  o£ threrot .four  hun-^ 
dred  of  the  Jiing's  SoUldiers, 

This  was  all  that  /was  effefted  by 
that  attempt  of  the  great    Army  , 
which'  wa&jet  Da  foot  by  the  League, 
which  after  this  firfl  fuccefs  did  no* 
thing  mor^  but  fell  to  committing  all 
m  unner  |  o£  Diforders  ,    and    horrible 
Outrages,  in  the  Suburbs  where  they 
had  no  farther  oppofitton;     For  when 
the  IDuke  of  Mayetme  fdund,  that  part 
©f  th  €  Ring  o£  Nay  arrets  <  Forces  vmm 
arriv  'd  in  the  Evemfigv  under  the  Con- 
dud:  of  the  brave  Chafiillon^  who  was 
alreac  \y  retrenched  in  the  Ifland  ,  over 
again!  \ the  Fauxbourg,  and  that  the 
reft  wc  >u'd  immediately  be  there,  with 
theRir.\gof  Navarre  who  woud  not 
fail  to    give  him  more  employment, 
than  hi;  s  raw,,  and  for  the  molt  part 
new  rai  s?d  Souldiers  wou  d  well  fuffer, 
he  took    occafion  to  Diflodge  filently 
before  a  'ay  ,  the  next  Morning,  after 
his  Trou  ps;  had  left  their  fame  behind 
them  in  t  he  Suburbs ,  by  all  manner 
of  Villanii  ?s  which  thdyi  there  commit- 
ted.   Froi  n  thence  be  went  to  gather 
up  fomeRr  egtments  which:  were  levy- 
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ing  for  him  in  Anjou  and  Maine ;  af-^^j5f9- 
ter  which  poflelung  himlelf  of  Alanjon, 
which  furrender'd  without  rcfiflance 
for  want  of  a  Garrifon,  he  was  forcd 
to  return  haftily  to  Paris,  where  they 
were  in  a  wonderfull  confirmation, 
for  the  Jofs  of  the  Battail  of  Senlis% 
which  I  fliall  next  relate. 

William  de  Montmorancy  \  Sieur  de 
Thore,  had  fo  well  negotiated  while  he 
was  at  Chant  iffy,  with  the  principal 
perfons  of  that  Town  ,  which  at  the 
firft  had  been  drawn  along  by  the 
torrent  of  the  League  ,  that  he  had 
made  himfelf  Mailer  of  it  at  the  latter 
end  of  April,  and  was  entered  into  it, 
with  an  hundred  Gentlemen  of  his 
Friends,  and  five  hundred  Foot  which 
he  had  levied  in  the  Valley  of  Mont- 
morancy. The  Parijians  aftonifli'd  at 
this  furprife,  which  took  from  them 
their  communication  with  Picardy, 
were  abfolutely  bent  on  the  retaking 
of  that  place,  as  foon  as  was  poffible ; 
and  were  fo  urgent  with  the  Duke  of 
Aumale,  and  the  Sieur  de  Maineville^ 
Lieutenant  to  the  Duke  of  Mayenne, 
that  in  three  days  time  they  were  be- 
fore tne  Town ,  and  befieg'd  it  with 

Ii  %  four 
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Ann.  1589.  four  or  five  thoufand  Citizens  of  Pa- 
ris, and  three  pieces  of  Cannon ;  to 
whom  Balagny  not  long  after  joyn'd 
himfelf  with  three  or  four  thoufand 
men,  fome  of  them  drawn  out  of  the 
Towns  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  the 
reft  from  thofe  of  Picardy,  and  brought 
along  with  him  a  train  of  feven  pieces 
of  Artillery,  which  he  had  taken  out 
ofPeronne  and  Amiens. 

But  while  the  Siege  was  thus  for- 
ming, that  Prudent  and  Valiant  Cap- 
tain Monfieur  de  la  iSoue ,  who  com- 
manded the  Troups  of  Sedan,  the 
Truce  being  now  made  with  the  Duke 
of  Lor rain,  had  joyn'd  his  Forces  with 
thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Longuevi/Ie  at  St. 
Quentin,  with  intention  according  to 
the  King's  Orders,  to  meet  and  embo- 
dy with  the  Sniffers,  whom  Monjieur 
de  Sancy  had  levy'd  for  his  Majefty's 
Service  in  the  Cantons.  There  feem'd 
to  be  offered  them  a  fair  occafion 
of  doing  a  piece  of  good  Service  to  the 
King,  by  raifing  of  that  Siege,  before 
they  put  themfelves  upon  their  March. 
To  this  effed,  they  advanced  as  far  as 
Compeigne,  where  they  had  appointed 
aRendevouz  for  the  Gentlemen  Royal- 
lifts 
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lifts  o{Pkardyy  who  fail'd  not  of  com-  jnn^&l' 
ing  in  at  the  time  prefix'd.  Infomuch ' 
that  on  the  very  day,  which  was  the 
feventh  of  May,  when  the  Town  was 
fo  batter'd  by  the  Cannon,  that  it  was 
laid  quite  open,  and  muft  of  necetfity 
have  Surrendered ,  if  it  had  not  been 
fuccour'd  before  Night,  they  appear'd 
at  Noon  in  view  ok  the  place  ,  to  the 
number  of  a  thoufand  or  twelve  hun- 
dred Horfe,  and  three  thoufand  Foot 
all  experiencd  Souldiers,  and  refolv'd 
upon  the  point ,  either  to  force  their 
paflage  into  the  Town,  or  to  perifh  in 
the  attempt. 

The  Duke  of  Aumale  deceiv'd  by 
his  Spies,  who  aflur'd  him  that  the 
Enemy  had  no  Cannon,  and  knowing 
himfelf  to  be  twice  asftrong,  doubted 
not  but  he  fhou  d  be  able  to  defeat 
them  with  his  Cavalry  alone.  •  Accor- 
dingly having  drawn  up  with  much 
trouble  his  Parifian  Infantry  ,  brisk 
men  to  appearance  and  well  arm'd, 
but  a  little  out  of  countenance ,  when 
they  faw  the  Bufinefs  in  hand,  was 
fomewhat  more  than  bare  Trayning, 
and  that  Life  was  at  flake ,  he  ad- 
vancd  fo  haftily  with  his  Horfe ,  ha- 

I  i  3  ving 
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Antu_i$j}.  ving  MaineviUe  on  his  right  hand  % 
and  Balagny  on  his  lelft*  that  thofe 
two  great  bodies  of  Hojrfe  and  Foot^ 
were  made  uncapable  of  relieving  and 
ferving  each  other  in  the  Fight. 

La  None,  to  whorn  for  the  fake  of 
his  experience ,  the  young  Duke  of 
jLonguevilk  had  intrufted  the  care  and 
conduct  of  the  Army,  having  obferv'd 
the  countenance  of  the  Enemy  ,  and 
finding  the  F^r//%^diforder?dand  wa- 
vering, was  confident  he  cou'd  beat 
them  with  thofe  few  Troups,  which 
he  had  then  in  the  Field ,    and  who 
were  imbattel'd  in  this  order.    The 
Duke  oiLonguevitte  was  in  the  main 
Body,  with  his  Squadron  composed  of 
a  great  number  of  brave  Gentlemen, 
having  at  the  Head  of  them,  the  Lord 
Charles  de  Humieres,  Marquis//'  Encre, 
and  Governour  of  Compeigne ,    who 
had  furnifh'd  the  Army  with  Cannon 
and  Ammunition  ,  which  occafion'd 
the  gaining  of  the  Battel.    This  was 
he  who  having   foon  difcover'd  the 
pernicious  &z(\gmoi\hz  League,  ferv'd 
the  King  fo  well  againft  it ,  that  Hen* 
ry  the  Fourth  at  his  coming  to  the 
Grown,  made  him  his  Lieutenant  in 

Pkardx) 
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Vicar  dyy  with  art  extraordinary  privi-  Arm.  1589. 
lege,  that  he  fhou  d  have  the  full  Au- 
thority of  dHpofirig  all  things  in  that 
Province. 

His  great  Services ,  his  extraordi- 
nary Deferts,  his  high  Reputation,  his 
Performances  ort  this  great  day  ,  and 
many  fignal  a&ions  during  the  War  , 
gain  d  him  without  any  other  recom- 
mendation his  Commiflion  for  Gene- 
ral of  the  Artillery,  which  was  fign'd 
not  long  before  his  Death ;  and  he 
was  yet  in  a  way  of  mounting  higher, 
if  his  too  great  Courage  had  not  ex- 
posed him  to  that  fatal  Mufquet  {hot, 
which  kill'd  him  at  the  taking  of  Han  ; 
though  the  Garrifon  of  Spaniards  had 
fmall  caufe  to  boaft  of  it ,  who  were 
all  facrific  d  to  the  juft  forrow  of  the 
Army  for  the  lofsof  fo  brave  a  Gentle* 
man.  They  who  came  in  to  the 
Duke  of  LongueviUe  with  him,  were 
Louis  Dongniez^  Count  de  Chaulne  his 
Brother-in-Law ,  the  Sieurs  de  Mau- 
levrier,  Lancy,  Longueval,  Canyy  Bon- 
nivety  Givry>  Fretoy ,  Mefvi//iery  and 
La  Tour. 

This  Squadron  was  flank'd  on  the 
right  and  left  with  two  grofs  Battali- 

Ii  4  ons. 
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ens,  having  each  of  theni  two  Field 
pieces,  which  were  not  drawn  out  of 
Compeigne  till  fome  time  after  the 
Army  was  March'd,  on  purpofe  tp  de- 
ceive the  Spies,  who  thereupon  gave 
intelligence  that  they  had  none.  He 
plac'd  on  his  riglit  Wing  the  Cavalry 
of  Se dan ,  at  the  Head  of  which  he 
was  refolv'd  to  Fight  in  Perlon  :  and 
on  his  left,  the  Horfemen  which  were 
drawn  out  from  thofe  places ,  that 
held  for  the  King  in  Tkardy.  The 
Duke  of  Aumale  who  made  fuch  over 
hafte  to  the  Victory,  of  which  he 
made  fure  in  his  conceipt,  that  he  left 
his  Cannon  behind  him,  was  the  firft 
who  founded  the  Charge,  and  Balag- 
ny  with  his  Squadron  of  Camlrefians 
and  Walloons^  advane'd  eagerly  to  at> 
tacque  the  right  Wing  of  the  Royal- 
lifts,  which  was  much  inferiour  to  his 
own  inftrength;  but  when  he  was 
almoft  juft  upon  them,  the  grofs  Batta- 
lion which  cover'd  the  left  fide  of  that 
Squadron,  opening  in  a  moment,  he 
was  furprifingly  faluted  with  a  Volley 
of  Cannon ,  w  hich  carri'd  off  at  once 
whole  rancks  of  his  Squadron,  and  con« 
itrain'd  him  to  retire  in  great  diforder. 

Then 
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Then  the  Duke  of  Aumak ,    who 
plainly  faw  that  there  was  no  other 
remedy  for  this  unexpected  mifchief, 
but  fpeedily  to  win  the  Enemies  Can- 
non ,  put  himfelf  upon  the  gallop , 
followed  by    Mainevillc  and  Balaqny^ 
who  had  recovered  his  diforder ,  and 
all  three  went  at  the  Head  of  their 
men ,  to  force  that  Infantry  of  the 
Enemy.    But  they  were  fcarce  come 
up  within  an  hundred  paces  of  them, 
when  their   other  Battalion  opening, 
a  fecond  Volley  came  thundring  upon 
them,  and  raking  them  in  the  Flank, 
did  more  execution  than  the  former. 
A  third  which  immediately  fucceeded 
it ,  fhook  their  whole  Body ,  which 
having  advanced  a  little  farther  ,  the 
Mufquetiers    which     flank'd      their 
Horfe,  made  their  difcharge,  fo  juftly 
both  againft  Man  and  Horfe,  that  the 
Field  was  ftrew'd  with  dead  Bodies ; 
and  ia  the  mean  time  the  whole  Caval- 
ry of  the  Royallifts  charg'd  upon  them 
who  were  already  wavering  and  half 
routed :  and  the  Befieg'd  at  the  fame 
time  fallying  out  ,  fell  upon  the  rere 
of  the  Parijian  Infantry ,  who  had  been 
abandoned  by  their  Cavalry ,  fo  that 

now 
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**£*iffrn*»W  it  was  no  longer  to  be  caird  a 
^      Battel,    but  a  downright  Slaughter, 
and  a  general  defeat. 

Never  was  any  Victory  more  com- 
plete, with  fo  little  lofs  to  the  Con- 
querours  :  the  Field  of  Battel  remain'd 
in  their  Pofleffion,  covered  with  above 
two  thoufand  Slain ,   without  recko- 
ning into  the  number,  thofe  who  were 
kilfd  by  the  Peafants,   or  fuch  as  cou'd 
not  recover  themfelves  out  of  the  Ma- 
rifhes,  which  are  about  the  Abbey  de 
la  Vtkoire.    The  Camp  of  the  Van- 
quifti'd,  the  Merchandises ,  and  Com- 
modities which  had  been  brought  thi- 
ther from  Paris,  the  Cannon,  the  Am- 
munition, the  Colours,  the  Baggage, 
and  twelve  hundred  Prifoners  were 
the  Conquerours  reward  :  Who  fome 
few  days  after  as  they  March'd   to- 
wards Burgundy ,    there  to  joyn   the 
Swiffers  ,  faluted  the  Parifiam  from 
the  Heights  of  Montfaucon,  with  fome 
Vollies  of  Cannon ,  and  thereby  gave 
them  notice  of  their  defeat ,  with  a 
truer  account  of  it  than  had  been  given 
them  by  the  Duke  of  Auwale  and  Ba- 
lagnyy  whereof  the  one  fav'dhimfelf  in 
St,  Denis ,  and  the  other  in  Paris. 

And 
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And  as  it  often  happens ,  that  one 
misfortune  comes  on  the  Neck  of  ano- 
ther, to  thofe  who  are  in  the  way  of 
being  beaten,  this  defeat  was  followed 
the  very  next  day  after  it,  being  the 
eighteenth  of  May  ,  with  the  lois 
of  three  hundred  brave  Gentlemen  of 
Picardy ,  whom  the  Governour  of 
Dourlens,  Charles  Tiercelin  de  Saveufe, 
was  bringing  to  the  Duke  of  Mayenne; 
Who  being  met  in  La  Beauce  towards 
Bonneval ,  by  the  Count  of  ChaJtillony 
with  a  greater  flrength ,  were  almoft 
all  of  them  Slain,  alter  having  fought 
like  Lions  without  asking  Quarter  , 
or  fa  much  as  promifing  for  lalety  of 
their  Lives  ,  that  they  wou  d  never 
bear  Arms  again  ft  the  King.  Such 
violent  Leaguers  were  thefe  men ,  and 
above  all,  Saveufe  their  Captain,  who 
being  carried  off  to  Baugency  ,  woun- 
ded in  all  parts  of  his  Body  ,  where 
the  King  of  Navarre  a  great  lover  of 
brave  Men  was  very  defirous  to  have 
fav'd  him,  refus'd  all  kind  of  remedies, 
for  the  fullen  pleafure  of  Dying ,  ha- 
ving nothing  in  his  mouth  but  the 
praifes  of  the  Duke  of  Guife ,  and  a 
thoufand  imprecations  againft  his  Mur- 
therers.  Thefe 


*2il$*9\     Thefe  fortunate  events,  accompa- 
v  ^  ^    n^j  ky  ^  great  fuccefs  which  the 

Duke  of  Montpenjier  had  in  Normandy 
againft  the  Leaguers,  occafiond  the 
King  of  Navarre  who  was  advanc d  as 
far  as  Baugency,  with  part  of  his  Forces^ 
to  return  to  Tours,  that  he  might  ad- 
vife  the  King  no  longer  to  delay  the 
time  in  fruitlefs  Treaties,  which  were 
flill  counfelfd  him  by  fome,  and  were 
fo  agreeable  to  his  lazy  and  una&ive 
genius*,  and  to  let  him  know,  that  it 
was  now  high  time  to  put  in  executi- 
on a  more  generous  defign,  which  was 
to  attaque  the  Enemy  in  their  chiefeft 
flrength,  by  befieging  Paris.  He  re- 
folv'd  on  this  at  laft ;  but  firft  he  was 
defirous  of  getting  Orleans  into  his 
power;  whichifhecou'dcompafs,  he 
fliou  d  thereby  deprive  Paris  of  the  great 
fupplies  which  might  be  drawn  from 
thence. 

To  effed  this,  having  in  the  be- 
ginning of  June  pafs'd  his  Army  over 
the  Bridge  of  Baugency  in  La  Sologne, 
he  caus'd  Gergeau  to  be  aflaulted :  the 
Governour  of  which  place,  who  had 
the  confidence  to  flay  till  the  Cannon 
had  made  a  breach,  which  he  was  not 

able 
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able  to  defend,  was  taken,  and  hang'd  ^^^ 
for  an  example.  Thofe  of  Gien,  terri- 
fi'd  by  this  juft  feverity,  made  hafte 
to  furrender  before  the  Artillery  had 
play'd  ;  and  the  Inhabitants  of  La 
Charite  put  themfelves  immediately 
into  the  King's  hands  of  their  own  ac- 
cord ,♦  fo  that  his  Majefty,  excepting 
onelyNantz,  was  Matter  ofallthepaf* 
fageson  the  Loire,  both  above  and  be- 
low Orleans,  which  he  invefted  on  all 
parts  of  it. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Chaftre,  who  after 
the  death  of  the  Guifes  had  promis'd 
fidelity  to  the  Ring,  and  not  long  af- 
terwards had  declar'd  a  fecond  time  for 
the  League,  in  his  Government  of 
Berry,  put  himfelf  into  that  Town, 
w  ith  all  the  Forces  he  cou'd  make ;  and 
the  Inhabitants,  encourag'd  by  his 
prcfence,  refus'd  with  great  fcorn  thofe 
advantageous  propofitions  which  were 
made  them  by  the  Ring,  laugh'd  at  his 
threatnings,  and  took  up  a  refolution 
of  defending  themfelves  to  the  lait  ex- 
tremity. Infomuch  that  it  being  con- 
cluded, it  wasbutlofs  of  time  to  under- 
take that  Siege,  the  firft  defign  of  go- 
ing dire&Iy  on  to  Paris  was  refum'd. 

For 
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jfafcjrjt^  For  which  reafon  they  repafs'd  the 
Loire,  and  upon  the  March  without 
much  trouble  took  in  the  Towns  of 
Tluviers,  Dour dan and  Eftampes;  at 
which  la-it  place  the  King  received  the 
unwelcome  news  of  the  Monitory 
which  Pope  Sixties  had  publilh'd  a- 
gainfthim;  and  this  was  the  occafion 
of  it. 

Not  long  after  the  death  of  the  Guifesy 
the  King,  who  clearly  faw  by  the  Re- 
monltrations  which  the  Legat  Moroftni 
had  made  him,that  the  abfolution  which 
he  had  received  by  virtue  of  his  Bre- 
viat,  wou'd  not  be  received  at  Rome ; 
had  fent  thither  Claude  dy  Angennes 
Biflaop  of  Mans  to  intercede  for  ano- 
ther, not  withftanding  all  the  difcou- 
raging  Letters  which  had  been  writ* 
ten  him  by  his  friends  from  thence, 
to  diflwade  him  from  it ;  or  at  leaft  to 
delay  a  fubmiflion  of  this  nature  , 
which  might  prove  prejudicial  to  him. 
In  farther  profecution  of  this  the  Mar- 
quis de  Ptfany  his  Ambafladour,  and 
the  Cardinal  de  Joyeufe ,  a£hng  in 
joint  commiffion  with  the  Billiop  by 
his  order,  had  reprefented  to  Pope 
Sixtus  the  molt  powerfull  reafons  they 

coud 
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cou'd  urge,  to  procure  this  favour ^JJ^j- 
from  him  :  to  which  the  Pope  who 
was  grown  inflexible  on  that  point, 
had  anfwer'd  them  ruggedly  according 
to  his  nature ;  that  he  was  willing  to 
take  nocognifance  of  the  Duke  of  Guifcs 
death,  becaufe  he  was  the  King's  Sub- 
ject ,•  but  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  and 
the  Arch-biihop  of  Lyons  whom  ht 
held  Prifoners,  not  being  his  Subjects, 
Q  fince  none  but  the  Pope  had  a  Sove- 
raign  Power  over  Cardinals  and  Bi- 
ihops,)  he  wou'd  never  grant  him  ab- 
folution  before  he  had  reltor'd  them  to 
their  liberty,  or  at  lead  put  them  into 
the  hands  of  his  Legat ,  that  they 
might  be  fent  to  Rome,  where  himfelf 
wou'd  execute  juftice  on  them,  in  cafe 
he  found  them  guilty. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Commander 
of  Diuy  the  Sieur  Coquelaire  Counfellor 
in  Parliament,  Nicholas  de  Piles  Abbot 
ofOriais,  and  the  Sieur  FrifonDezn  of 
the  Church  of  Rheims,  who  were  De- 
puties for  the  Leaguezt  Rome,  to  hin- 
der the  Pope  from  giving  this  Abfolu- 
tion,  not  onely  oppos'd  it  with  all 
their  force,  but  alfous'd  their  beft 
endeavours  to  perfwade  him,  that  he 

woud 
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Amt^Hfy;  woud  publifh  the  Excommunication, 
which  he  himfelf  had  faid  was  incurr'd 
by  the  King  for  the  murther  of  the 
Cardinal  ofGuife;  and  amongft  other 
arguments,  which  they  alledg'd,   to 
carry  hioi  to  this  extreme  feverity  a- 
gainft  a  mod  Chriftian  King,  they 
faird  not  to  urge  the  Authority  of  the 
Decrees  of  the  Sorhonne^  and  princi- 
pally that  of  the  fifth  of  April.     In  that 
Decree,  the  Faculty  declare  that  Hen- 
ry at  Valois,  ought  not  to  be  pray'd 
for  in  any  Ecclefiaftique  Prayer ;  much 
lefs  at  the  Canon  of  the  Mafs,  in  re- 
gard of  the  Excommunication,  which 
he  had  incurr'd ;  and  that  thefe  words 
VroRege  noftro^  ought  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  Canon,  left  it  fhou'd  be  believed 
that  they  pray 'd  for  him;  even  though 
the  Prieft  by  dire&ing  his  intention 
otherwife  iliou'd  call  down  the  effe&of 
thofe  Prayers  on  the  prefent  Govern 
nours,  or  on  him  to  whom  God  Al- 
mighty had   referv'd  the    kingdom. 
The  fame  Decree  wills,   that  inftead 
of  them,  there  fhou'd  be  faid  at  Mafs 
three  Prayers  which  are  not  in  the 
Canon ,    Pro  Chriftianis    Principibus 
no  fir  is 9  which  were  Printed  and  re- 
main 
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main  at  this  day  to  be  feen.  Laftly,  ^^ 
it  adds,  that  allfuch,  who  will  not 
conform  to  this  Decree,  fhall  be  de- 
prived of  the  Prayers  and  other  rights 
of  the  Faculty ,  from  which  they 
ihall  be  driven  out,  like  Excommu- 
nicated Perfons :  and  this  was  ap- 
prov'd  by  the  general  confent  of  all  the 
Do&ors. 

*Tis  mod  certain  that  thefe  Decrees, 
together  with  what  was  continually 
buzz'd  in  the  Pope's  ears,  that  the 
King's  party  was  abfolutely  ruind, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  refoluti- 
011  which  he  took  of  profecuting  the 
King  by  the  ways  of  rigour,  and  with* 
out  fear.  But  that  which  put  the  lafl: 
hand  to  his  determination,  was  the 
Manifeflo  of  the  two  Kings,  who  were 
now  in  conjunction  againlt  the  League. 
For  being  a  man  of  an  haughty  temper, 
he  was  not  able  to  endure  that  the 
King  fhou'd  be  united,  with  a  perfon 
whom  he  had  excommunicated  as  a 
relaps'd  Heretique,  by  a  thundring 
Bull,  which  he  had  caus'd  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  BuIIary,    reprinted  by 

K  k  him, 
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Ann.  1589.  him,  for  that  onely  purpofe:  he  eafily 
4  believ'd  whatever  reports  were  rais'd 
by  the  Leaguers  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  King's  party  or  his  caufe,  and  ac- 
cordingly fet  up  in  Rome  his  Monitory 
againft  him. 

In  which  he  commands  him  to  fet 
at  full  liberty  the  Cardinal  olBourlan, 
and  the  Arch-bifhop  of  Lyons ,  within 
ten  days  after  the  publication  of  his 
Monitory,  at  the  Gates  of  two  or  three 
of  fix  Cathedral  Churches  which  are 
nam'd,  and  which  are  thofe  of  Poi- 
tiers^ Orleans,  Chart  res ,  Meaux  ,  A- 
gen,  and  Mans,  and  to  give  him  aflii- 
rance  of  it  within  thirty  days  by  an 
Authentique  Aft.  In  default  of  which 
he  pronounces  from  that  prefent  time, 
and  for  the  future,  that  he  and  all  his 
Accomplices  in  the  murther  of  the 
Cardinal  of  Guife,  and  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  the  other  Prelates,  have  dam- 
nably incurr'd  the  greater  Excommu- 
nication, and  the  other  Ecclefiaflical 
cenlures,  denounced  by  the  Bull,  In 
Ccena  Domini,  from  which  they  can 
never  be  abfolv'd,  except  onely  in  the 

article 
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article  of  death,  by  giving  fecurity  Aw&j$£p. 
that  they  will  obey  the  Mandats  of v 
the  Church.  Farth^rmore,  he  cites 
them  to  make  their  appearance  within 
two  months,  before  his  Tribunal,  the 
King  himfelf  in  peHbn,  or  by  his 
Pro&or,  and  the  reft  perfonally,  to 
give  in  their  reafons  why  they  believe 
they  have  not  incurr'd  the  cenfures, 
and  why  the  Kings  Subje&s  are  not 
abfolv'd  from  their  Oath  of  Allegi- 
ance ;  and  in  fine  invalidates  all 
Privileges  to  the  contrary  which 
the  King  himfelf,  or  his  Predeceflburs 
have  formerly  obtain  d  from  the  Holy 
See. 

This  Monitory  was  polled  up  at 
Rome,  on  the  twenty  fourth  of  May ; 
and  the  Leaguers  Printed  it  at  Paris, 
and  publifti'd  it  with  all  the  formali- 
ties accuftom'd,  at  Paris,  Charges, 
and  Meaux  on  the  twenty  third  of  Juke; 
and  I  have  feen  the  Adts  of  it,  which 
were  Printed  immediately  after  at 
Paris,  with  the  Monitory,  by  Nic7  - 
las  Nive//e>  and  Rolin  Thierry  Statio- 
ners and  Printers  for  the  Holy  Union, 
Kk  2  with 
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with  the  Privilege  of  the  Body  of  the 
Council  General  of  the  fame  Holy 
Union,  Signed  by  Senault,  their  Se- 
cretary. 

It  was  then  at  Eftampes,  that  the 
King  received  this  information,  that  he 
was  profecuted  in  this  manner,  both 
at  Rome  and  in  France  by  the  Arms 
of  the  Church,  at  the  fame  time  when 
the  Rebels  aflaulted  him  with  theirs, 
to  pull  him  from  the  Throne.  It  was 
told  him  indeed,  that  there  were  con- 
tain'd  in  that  Monitory,  many  heads 
which  were  nullities  in  their  own  na- 
ture, and  which  confequently  made 
the  whole  invalid ,  even  though  it 
were  againft  a  private  perfon.  But 
when  notwithftanding  all  thefe  rea- 
fons,  he  ftill  anfwer'd  that  it  gave  him 
exceeding  trouble ;  the  King  of  Na- 
varre,  who  defir'd  nothing  more  than 
fpeedily  to  profecute  the  defign  of  be- 
fieging  Paris,  told  him  plealantly  as 
well  as  truly,  that  he  had  found  out  a 
fure  expedient  for  him;  "And,  Sir, 
"  faid  he,  with  his  accuftom'd  quick- 
u  nefs,  'tis  onely  this,   that  we  over- 

€C  come : 
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"  come;    and  the  fooner  the  better  ;  f**£*&+ 

"  for  if  we  fucceed,  you  may  allure 

"  your  feif  of  your  Abfolution  ;  but 

iC  in  cafe  we  are  beaten,  we  ihall  be 

"  ftill  Excommunicated,  over  and  over, 

u  and  damn  d  with  three  pifd  curfes 

Ci  on  our  heads. 

This  faying  was  much  of  a  piece 
with  what  the  Bifhop  of  Mans,  had 
written  to  the  King  from  Rome;  that 
if  he  were  defirous  of  the  Abfolution, 
which  was  refus'd  him  in  that  Court, 
he  had  no  more  to  doe  but  to  make 
himfelf  the  flrongeft  in  his  own 
Kingdom. 

Thus  the  King  thinking  it  his  bed 
courfe  to  diflembie  his  knowledge  of 
the  Monitory,  never  own'd  that  he  had 
feen  or  heard  of  itj  but  march'd  ftill 
forward,  topafs  t\it  Seine  at  the  Bridge 
ofPoijfy,  which  he  forc'd;  after  which 
having  taken  Pontoife,  which  was  fur- 
render'don  the  25  th  of  July,  after  a 
fortnights  fiege,  having  been  vigo- 
roufly  defended  by  the  Sieur  d*  Aim- 
cour,  who  was  there  grievoufly  woun* 
Kk  3  ded 
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Ann.  1589.  ded,  and  the  Sieur  de  Haute  fort,  who 
loft  his  life  ;  he  went  to  Conflans,  and 
there  received  the  Army  of  the  Swif- 
fes,  which  was  conduced  to  him  by 
Nicholas  de  Harlay,  Sieur  de  Sancy ; 
who  by  performing  fo  great  and 
feafonable  a  fervice  to  the  King  his 
Matter,  has  deferv'd  the  praife  of  all 
poflerity. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  War,  there 
being  a  Council  held,  wherein  were 
propos'd  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effica* 
cious  means  that  cou'd  be  found  to 
carry  it  on,  the  King  being  then  re- 
duc'd  to  a  very  low  condition;  Sancy, 
who  had  been  formerly  his  Ambafla- 
dour  in  Swiff erlandy  maintain  d  that 
there  was  no  better  expedient,  than  to 
treat  with  the  Cantons,  who  to  defend 
themfelves  from  the  Arms  of  Savoy , 
which  threatned  Geneva,  and  defign'd 
to  ihut  it  up  on  the  fide  of  France, 
wou'd  willingly  permit  a  great  Levy 
of  their  Subjects  to  be  made  in  favour 
of  the  King,  who  might  hereafter  be 
in  a  condition  tofuccour  them,  in  cafe 
they  Jhou'd  be  driven  to  extremity. 

But 
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But,  becaufethe  Exchequer  was  whol- 
ly drain  d  ,  and  No  Money  no  Sivijfe 
was  the  common  Proverb ,  his  pro- 
portion was  turnd  into  ridicule,  and 
he  was  ask'd  if  he  knew  the  man  who 
wou'd  undertake  to  raife  an  Army, 
without  any  other  ingredient  than 
Pen  and  Paper  ?  Then  Sancyy  w  ho 
though  he  was  of  the  long  Robe,  had 
a  Souldiers  heart,  (for  at  that  time,  he 
was  onely  a  Mafter  of  Requefts  )  Since, 
faid  he,  not  one  of  all  thofe  who  have 
been  enrich'd  by  the  Ring's  bounty, 
will  make  offer  of  himfelf  to  fervehim, 
I  declare  that  I  will  be  the  man.  And 
thereupon  accepted  a  very  ample  Com- 
miffion  which  was  given  him  by  the 
King,  but  without  a  penny  to  bear  his 
charges,  to  treat  with  the  Swijfes 
and  Germans  for  the  raifing  of  an  Ar- 
my,. 

To  go  through  with  his  bufinefs, 
he  Mortgag  d  all  he  had,  and  took  up 
what  he  coud  procure  upon  his  Cre- 
dit; andinfequel,  adted  with  fo  much 
fortune  and  iiich  good  management 
with  the  Magiftrates  of  Bern,  otBafik, 

K  k  4  of 
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(*5i*8p.  of  Soleure,  and  of  Geneva,  that  after 
having  taken  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
the  Baily-wicks  of  Gex  and  Thonon,  the 
Fort  of  Ripaille,  and  fome  other  pla- 
ces ,  thereby  to  employ  him  for 
fome  time,  and  to  hinder  him  from 
molefting  of  his  neighbours,  he  put 
himfeJf  at  the  head  of  the  Royal  Army, 
composed  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
Foot,  Sw/ffesy  Grifons,  and  Genevians, 
with  near  two  thoufand  Reyters,  and 
twelve  pieces  of  Cannon.  With  thefe 
Forces  he  traversed  all  the  Countrey 
from  Geneva  by  Swijjertand,  as  far  as 
the  County  of  Montbelliard ,  from 
whence  crofling  the  French  County, 
and  paffingthe  Saone  towards  Joinville^ 
he  came  to  JLangres  which  held  for  the 
King,  and  thence  to  Chaflillon  on  the 
Seine,  to  joyn  the  Dukt*  of  Longueville 
and  La  None.  From  whence  march- 
ing through  Chawpaigne,  all  three  in 
company,  with  twenty  thoufand  men, 
they  pafled  the  Seine  at  Foijfy,  and  in 
conclufipn  arrived  happily  at  the  King's 
Army.  His  Majefty  received  Sancy 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  protefted 
in  prefence  of  all  the  Officers  of  his 

Army§ 
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Army,  that  he  wept  for  joy,  and  grief  *^&9' 
together,  that  he  had  not  wherewith- 
all  at  prefent  to  reward  the  greateft 
fervice,  which  a  Subje&cou'd  perform 
to  his  King;  and  that  what  he  had 
done  for  him  in  making  him  Colonel 
of  the  Swijfes ,  was  nothing  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  he  intended  him,  be- 
ing refolv'd  that  one  day  he  wou'dmake 
him  fo  great,  that  there  fliou'd  not  be 
a  man  in  his  Kingdom,  who  might  not 
have  occafion  to  envy  him. 

But  fortune,  which  is  pleas'd  with 
perfecuting  of  vertue,  difpos'd  quite 
otherwife  of  the  matter,  by  that  de- 
plorable accident ,  which  happen'd 
three  days  after,  and  by  the  mifery 
which  his  own  noble  heartednefs  had 
drawn  upon  him.  For  inftead  of  thofe 
large  recompences  which  he  might 
reasonably  expect ,  after  having 
done  fo  worthy  an  a&ion,  he  was  re- 
duced fo  low,  that  he  wras  conftrain'd 
atlaft  to  fell  all  he  had,  therewith  to 
pay  the  debts  which  he  had  contracted 
by  Levying  at  his  own  charges  that 
gallant  Army,  which  put  the  King  in 

a  con- 
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^X12^ a  condition  of  conquering  his  Rebels, 
and  by  confequence  of  triumphing 
over  the  League.  In  efFe£t,  after  the 
conjunction  of  the  two  Armies,  in  the 
general  review  of  all  his  Troups,  he 
few  himfelf  at  the  head  of  more  than 
forty  five  thoufand  Men,  experiencd 
Souldiers,  with  which,  after  having 
poflefsd  himfelf  on  the  thirtieth  of 
July,  of  the  Bridge  of  St.  Clou,  (  from 
whence  he  drove  the  Leaguers  with 
his  Cannon,)  he  was  refolv'd,  with- 
in two  days,  to  attaque  the  JFaux- 
lourgs  of  Paris,  on  both  fides  of  the 
River. 

There  is  all  the  appearance  of  pro- 
bability, that  he  had  carried  them,  at 
the  firft  onfet,  and  by  confequence  the 
Town  it  felf,  where  they  were  alrea- 
dy in  extreme  confirmation,  all  the 
paflages  for  provifions,  being  blocked 
up ;  and  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  not 
having  about  him  above  five  or  fix 
thoufand  Souldiers  at  the  moft  ;  who 
were  not  the  third  part  of  the  number 
which  was  neceflary  for  the  defence 
of  the  Retrenchments  of  fo  great  a 

com- 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

compafs,  as  thofe  which  he  had  made 
for  all  the  Fauxbourgs ;  confidering  be- 
fides  that  the  King  had  within  the 
Town  fo  great  a  number  of  good  Sub- 
jects, who  having  taken  courage  at  his 
approach,  had  drawn  over  a  great  party 
of  the  honeft  Citizens,  receiving  an 
affurance  that  the  punilhment  wou'd 
onely  faU  on  the  Principal  of  the  Lea- 
guers yin  cafe  the  Ring  entring  the  Town 
as  a  Conquerour,  fhou'd  think  fit  to 
remember  the  old  bufincfs  of  the  Bar- 
ricades. Infomuch  that  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne  had  occafion  to  fear,  that  at 
the  fame  time  when  the  Fauxhourgs 
were  attaqu'd  there  wou  d  be  a  fud- 
den  rifing  for  the  King,  within  the 
Town,  and  that  thofe  who  had  thus 
rifen,  wou'd  make  themfelves :  Matters 
of  one  of  the  Gates,  which  they  wou  d 
open  to  him,  and  afterwards  ad:  in  con- 
junction with  his  Army, 

To  this  purpofe  'tis  reported,  that 
the  Duke  who,  notwithftanding  all  his 
temper  and  his  flownefs ,  was  very 
brave,  being  fenfible  of  his  defperate 
condition,  though  in  outward  fhew 

he 
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Amu\tf9-  he  feem'd  confident  of  good  fuccefs, 
flill  plying  the  people  from  the  Pul- 
pits with  a  thoufand  Lyes  for  their  en- 
couragement; had  refolv'd  with  a  cho* 
fen  Troup  of  his  braveft  men,  who 
were  willing  to  follow  his  fortune,  to 
throw  himfelf  into  the  midft  of  the 
Royal  Army,  with  his  Sword  in  his 
hand,  either  to  overcome,  againft  all 
appearance  of  probability,  by  a  gene- 
rous defpair,  ^which  is  fometimes  pro- 
fper'd  by  the  chanbe  of  Arms, )  or  to 
die  honourably  in  ufing  the  onely 
means  which  were  now  left  him,  to 
revenge  the  death  of  his  two  Bro* 
thers, 

In  this  flourifhing  condition  the 
Kings  affairs  then  flood,  and  to  this 
low  ebb  was  the  League  redue'd,  when 
fortune  which  plays  with  the  lives  of 
men,  of  which  flie  fometimes  makes  a 
ridiculous  Comedy ,  and  at  other 
times  a  bloudy  Tragedy,  all  on  the 
fudden  changed  the  SCene>  as  if  the 
adion  had  been  upon  a  Theatre,  by 
the  moft  Sacrilegious  blow  which  was 
ever  given,  I  fay  not  by  a  Man  but 

by 
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.by  a  Devil  incarnate.  'Tis  not  necef-  ^^^ 
fary  that  I  fliou'd  here  relate  every 
particular  circumftance  of  fo  execra- 
ble a  deed,  which  is  already  known 
to  all  the  world  :  'Tis  fufficient  that  in 
performance  of  my  duty,  as  an  Hifto- 
rian,  I  onely  fayr  That  a  young  Ja- 
cobin, call'd  Jaques  Clement ,  a  man  of 
mean  capacity,  Superfluous ,  and 
Fanatically  devout,  being  perfwaded 
by  the  furious  Sermons  of  the  Prea- 
chers, and  by  a  certain  Vifion  which 
he  thought  he  had,  that  he  fhou'd  be 
a  Martyr  if  he  loft  his  life,  for  having 
kilfd  Henry  it  Valois,  was  fo  far  in- 
toxicated with  this  damnable  opinion, 
that  he  fcrupled  not  to  fay  openly , 
that  the  people  needed  not  to  give 
themfelves  fo  much  trouble ;  and  that 
he  knew  well  enough  how  to  deliver 
Paris,  indue  time.  And  when  it  was 
known  that  the  Ring  was  at  St.  Clou, 
where  he  had  taken  up  his  quarters, 
and  was  lodg'd  at  the  Houfe  of  Mon- 
Jieur  Jerome  de  Gondy,  he  went  out  of 
Paris,  the  next  morning,  which  was 
the  laft  of  July,  with  a  Letter  of  Cre- 
dence addrefs'd  to  the  King,  from  the 

firft 
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firftPrefident^  Harlay,  who  was  at 
that  time  a  Prifoner  in  the,  Baft  ilk ;  'tis 
uncertain  whether  that  Letter  in  reality 
was  written  by  that  illuftrious  perfon^ 
deluded  by  the  Jacobin,  whom  he 
thought  a  fitting  Meflenger  to  convey 
fuch  intelligence,  as  he  had  to  fend,  or 
whether  it  were  counterfeited,  as  an 
aflur'd  means  of  gaining  him  accefs,  and 
opportunity  to  put  in  pra&ice  his  dam- 
nable refblution. 

For  being  introduced  the  day  fol- 
lowing, about  feven  or  eight  a  clock 
in  the  morning  into  the  King's  Cham- 
ber, while  that  good  Prince,  who  al- 
ways received  men  in  Orders  with 
great  kindnefs,  was  reading  the  Let- 
ter attentively,  and  bowing  his  body 
to  Men  to  fome  fecret  meflage  which 
he  believ'd  was  brought  him  by  the 
Fryar,  (as  was  imported  by  his  Creden- 
tials,) the  Parricide  who  was  kneeling 
before  him,  pulling  out  a  knife  from 
hisfleeve,  ftabb'd  him  with  it  into  the 
belly,  and  left  it  in  the  wound  ;  from 
whence  the  King  drawing  it,  and  at 
the  fame  time  rifing  from  his  Chair, 
and  crying  out,  Thruft  it  very  deep 

into 
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into  the  Fryar  s  forehead.  There  were  ^J^*** 
at  that  time  in  the  room  onely  Belle- 
garde ,  firft  Gentleman  of  the  Bed- 
chamber, and  La  Guejle  the  Attorney 
General,  who  having  the  day  before 
interrogated  the  Villain  without  find- 
ing any  thing  in  his  difcourfe,  that 
might  adminifter  the  lead  caufe  of 
fufpicion,  had  brought  him  to  the 
King,  by  his  own  command.  But 
many  of  the  forty  five  entring  fud- 
denly  upon  the#King's  outcry,  fell  in- 
confiderately  upon  him  in  the  firft 
tranlport  of  their  fury,  and  in  a  mo- 
ment fluck  him  in  with  many  thrufts 
without  giving  any  attention  to  La 
Guejle,  who  after  he  had  ftruck  him 
with  the  handle  of  his  Sword,  cri'd 
out  as  loud  as  he  cou'd  poffibly,  that 
they  flioud  not  kill  him :  The  wretch 
immediately  expiring,  they  threw  his 
Corps  all  bloudy  out  of  the  Window, 
which  the  grand  Preyoft  of  the  King  s 
houfe,  caus'd  immediately  to  be  tyed 
to  four  Horfes,  and  dragg'd  about  till 
it  was  torn  in  pieces, 

There  arefome  who,  not  being  able 

to 
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to  believe  that  one  in  Orders  cou'd  be 
capable  of  fo  impious  an  a&ion,  have 
doubted  that  this  Morifter  of  a  man 
was  either  fome  Leaguer,  or  fome 
True  Proteftant  difguis 'd  into  a  Fryar ; 
and  a  Modern  Authour  to  fave  the 
honour  of  the  Jacobins,  has  endeavoured 
of  late  to  renew  and  fortify  this  doubt, 
in  the  bed  manner  he  was  able:  But 
befides  that  the  Parricide  was  known 
by  fome  who  were  of  his  acquaintance; 
'tis  mod  certain  that  the  fame  Jaques 
Clement,  who  was  examin  d  the  even- 
ing before  by  La  Guejle,  which  is  a- 
greed  on  all  fides,  was  introducd  by 
himfelf,  the  next  morning  into  the 
King's  Chamber  ;  for  it  can  never  be 
thought,  that  the  Attorney  General, 
a  man  of  good  underflanding,  fliou'd 
be  fo  far  miftaken,  as  to  take  another 
man  for  him  whom  he  had  interroga- 
ted with  fo  much  circumfpe&ion. 
And  yet  farther,  fince  the  King,  in  the 
Letters  which  he  fent  to  the  Gover- 
nours  of  Provinces  and  to  his  Allies,  im- 
mediately  after  he  was  wounded,  /ays 
pofitively,  that  when  he  wasflabb'd 
by  the  Jacobin,  there  were  onely  in 

his 
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his  Chamber  £e//egar<le  and  La  GueJle,An»^*$89< 
whom  he  had  commanded  to  Hand  at 
a  diftance,  that  he  might  hear  ^hat  the 
Traytour  had  to  fay  to  him  in  private, 
it  follows  neceflarily ,that  either  the  one 
or  the  other  of  thefe  two  committed 
this  deteftable  action,  if  it  were  not 
Jaqnes  Clement :  and  the  former  of  thefe 
two  fuppofitions,  is  what  can  never  en- 
ter into  the  imagination  of  any  reafona- 
ble  man. 

For  which  reafon,  without  lofing 
my  time  either  to  deftroy>or  leave 
doubtfull  a  truth  fo  known,7  and  fo  ge- 
nerally agreed  on  by  all  the  Writers 
of  thofe  times,  and  confirmed  befides 
by  fo  many  authentique  Witnefles; 
I  believe  it  fafer  to  reit  fatisfi'd  with 
the  univerfal  opinion  of  Mankind  , 
without  the  leaft  daubing  of  the  mat- 
ter in  regard  of  his  profeffion,  which 
can  reflett  no  manner  of  diihonour  on 
the  Jacobins.  For  there  is  no  difpute 
but  all  crimes  are  perfonal ;  and  there 
is  no  man  of  good  fenfe,  who  can 
think  it  reafonable  to  upbraid  a  whole 
Order,  with  the  guilt  of  one  par- 
L 1  ticular 


514  The  Hi  (lory  of  the  League. 

Amt^ijfi^ ticular  perfon  in  it ;  and  principally 
that  of  Saint  Dominic,  which  is  always 
ftor'd  with  excellent  men,  renown  d 
for  their  Vertue,  their  Learning,  and 
their  Pious  coriverfation. 

Now,  though  the  wound  was  great, 
and  had  pierc d  very  deep,  yet  the 
Chirurgeons  at  the  firft  drefling  were 
of  opinion  that  the  Knife  had  flippd 
betwixt  the  Bowels  without  entring 
into  them ,  and  that  therefore  the 
King  was  not  hurt  to  death  :  of 
this  they  all  aflur'd  him  ,  and  there- 
upon he  fent  advice  to  the  Princes  his 
Allies,  that  in  ten  days  he  ihou'd  be 
able  to  get  on  horfeback.  But  whe- 
ther it  were  that  the  wound  was  not 
fearch'd  to  the  bottom ,  or  that  the 
knife  was  empoyfon'd,  it  was  known, 
not  long  after,  that  the  hurt  was 
mortal 

Never  Prince  was  lefs  furpris'd  than 
he,  at  the  certainty  of  death  :  nor  re- 
ceived it  more  calmly,  more  ChrifH- 
anly,  or  more  devoutly.  He  confefs'd 
himfelf  three  feveral  times  to  the  Sieur 
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tie  Boulogne,  the  Chaplain  of  his  Clofet,  ^^58^ 
and  being  advertised  by  him  that  there  ' 
was  a  Monitory  out  againft  him, 
and  exhorted  to  fatisfie  the  Church 
in  what  was  demanded  of  him,  before 
hecou'd  have  abfolution  given  him, 
I  am,  anfwer'd  he ,  without  the  leaft 
hefitation,  the  Eldeft  Son  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholick  Church,  and  will  die 
fuch.  I  pr.omife  in  the  prefence  of 
God,  and  before  you  all,  that  I  have 
no  other  defire,  than  to  content  his 
Holinefs  in  all  he  can  require  from  me. 
Upon  which  the  Confeflbur  being  fill- 
ly  fatisfi'd  gave  him  Abfolution.  All 
t*he  remainder  of  the  day,  he  pafs'd 
in  his  Devotions,  and  in  Contempla- 
tion of  Holy  things  ;  till  the  King  of 
Navarre  being  arriv'd  from  his  Quar- 
ters at  Meudon%  it  being  now  well 
onward  in  the  night,  and  throwing 
himfelf  on  his  knees  before  him,  with 
his  eyes  full  of  tears,  and  without 
being  able  to  pronounce  one  word, 
he  rais'd  himfelf  up  a  little,  and  lean- 
ing gently  on  his  head,  declared  him 
his  lawfull  Succeflbur,  commanding 
all  the  Nobility,  who  filfd  the  Cham- 

Ll  z  ber 
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Am^tf?.  ber,  to  acknowledge  and  obey  him 
as  their  King,  at  the  fame  time  telling 
him,  that  if  he  wou'd  Reign  peace- 
ably, it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  return 
into  the  Church,  and  to  profefs  the 
Religion  of  all  the  mod  Chriftian  Kings 
his  Predeceflburs. 

When  he  felt  the  approaches  of 
death,  about  two  of  the  Clock  in  the 
Morning,  he  confefs'd  himfelf  once 
more ,  after  which  he  call'd  for  the 
holy  Sacrament ;  which  Viaticum  he 
receiv'd  with  incredible  devotion. 
After  which  he  continued  in  all  the 
mod  fervent  actions  of  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Charity,  relying  wholly  on  the 
infinite  merits  of  the  Paflion  of  our 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  pardoning  all 
his  Enemies  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart,  and  particularly  thofe  who 
had  procured  his  death ;  and  there- 
upon he  defir'd  for  the  third  time  to 
receive  Abfolution,  befeeching  God 
to  forgive  him  all  his  Sins,  even  as  he 
forgave  all  the  injuries  which  had 
been  done  him.  After  this  he  began 
to  fay  the  Mifererey  which  he  was 

not 
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not  able  to  finilli ,  having  loft  his  ^J^* 
Speech,  at  thefe  words,  And  reflore 
to  me  the  joy  of  thy  Salvation ;  and  ha- 
ving twice  lign'd  himfelf  with  the 
fign  of  the  Crofs,  he  quietly  gave 
up  his  breath,  about  four  of  the  clock 
in  the  morning,  on  the  fecond  day  of 
Augu/}>  and  in  the  thirty  ninth  year 
of  his  Age. 

Thus  died  Henry  the  third  King  of 
France  zndPoland ,  making  it  appear 
at  his  death ,  that  during  his  Life  he 
had  in  his  Soul  a  true  foundation  of 
Piety,  and  that  thofe  extraordinary 
and  odd  adions ,  which  he  did  from 
time  to  time,  though  th^y  were  not 
altogether  regular,  nor  becoming  his 
Quality,  yet  proceeded  not  from  that 
unworthy  principle  of  Hypocrifie  , 
with  which  the  Leaguers  have  fo  ig- 
nominioufly  branded  him :  As  to  the 
reft,  he  was  a  Prince  who  being  en- 
du'd  with  all  the  Noble  Qualities  , 
which  I  have  defcrib'd  in  his  Cha- 
racter in  the  beginning  of  this  Hifio- 
ry, had  been  one  of  the  moft  excellent 
Kings  who  ever  Reign  d ,  if  he  cou'd 
L 1  3  have 
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«*"•  l&9*  have  fliewn  them  to  the  World,  after 
his  afliimption  to  the  Crown,  with  the 
fame  luftre  in  which  they  appear'd 
before  it. 

The  Huguenots  and  Leaguers ,  who 
agreed  in  nothing  but  their  common 
hatred  to  this  Prince,  rejoye'd  equal- 
ly at  his  Death,  and  fpoke  of  it  as  a 
kind  of  Miracle ,  and  as  a  ftroke  pro- 
ceeding from  the  hand  of  God.  *  The 
"  Proteftants  have  written  that  he  was 
u  wounded  ,   and  died  afterwards  in 

*  the  fame  Chamber ,  where  he  had 
u  procured  the  MafTacre  of  St.  Bartho- 
"  lomew,  to  be  refolv'd.  Notwithftan- 
"  ding  which  it  is  mod  certain ,  that 
"  the  Houfe  wherein  the  King  was 
"  hurt  to  Death ,  was  not  Built  by 
"  the  Sieur  Jerome  de  Gondy ,  till  the 
"  year  1577  ,  which  was  five  years 
"  after  the  forefaid  Maflacre.  For 
"  which  reafon  that  impofture  being 
"  manifefl ,  the  Parliament  upon  the 
"  complaint,  which  the  Attorney  Ge- 
*c  neral  made  concerning  it,  ordaind 
"  that  this  paflage  Ihou  d  be  rac'd  out 

*  from  the  addition  which  was  made 

"  by 
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u  by  Monliard,  to  the  Invent  aire  of  the  ^J^\ 
"  Hiflory  of  France.  But  the  Zealots 
"  oi  Geneva  have  not  been  wanting  , 
"  to  reftore  it  entirely  as  it  was  before, 
"  in  the  Impreflion  which  they  made 
"  of  that  Book- 
As  for  the  Leaguers  they  proclairnd 
their  Joy  fo  loudly,  and  in  fo  fcanda- 
Jous  a  manner,  that  their  Books  can- 
not be  read  without  an  extreme  ab- 
horrence to  the  Writers.  They  pub- 
liih'd  in  their  Narratives  Printed  at 
Paris  and  at  Lyons,  that  an  Angel  had 
declared  to  Jaques  Clement ,  that  a 
Crown  of  Martyrdom  was  prepar'd  for 
him,  when  he  had  deliver'd  France 
from  Henry  de  Valois ;  and  that  ha- 
ving corrimunicated  his  Vifion  to  a 
knowing  man  in  Orders,  he  had  ap- 
prov'd  it,-  afluring  him  that  by  giv- 
ing this  Stroke,  he  fhou  d  make  him- 
felf  as  well  pleafing  to  God ,  as  Judith 
was  by  killing  Holop  hemes.  And  be- 
caufe  his  Prior  who  was  called  Father 
Edm.  Bourgoing,  was  accus'd  to  be  the 
man,  amongft  all  the  Preachers  of  the 
League,  who  was  the  moll  tranfpor- 

ted 
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Antuj&?-  ted  in  the  praifes  of  this  abominable 
Parricide,  hisSubjed,  Apoftrophifing 
to  him  in  the  Pulpit,  and  calling  him 
the  blefled  Child  of  his  Patriarch,  and 
the  Holy  Martyr  of  Jefus  Chrifl ,  and 
alfo  comparing  him  to  Judith ;  It  was 
not  doubted  but  that  he  was  the  per- 
fon,  by  whom  this  young  man  who 
was  under  his  charge ,  had  been  ad- 
vis'd  and  was  afterwards  confirmed,  in 
this  his  execrable  refolution. 

For  which  reafon,  being  taken  with 
Arms  in  his  hand  three  Months  after, 
at  the  aflault  of  the  Fauxhourgs  of  Pa- 
ris, his  procefs  was  made,  and  though 
he  obftinately  deny'd  it  to  his  Death, 
(which  he  fuffer  d  with  a  wonderfull 
refolution  j)  yet  fince  he  coud  not  con- 
vince the  Witnefles  of  falfehood  who 
Swore  againft  him,  he  was  judged  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  Juftice,  as  he 
himfelf  acknowledg  d  ,  and  drawn  in 
pieces  by  four  Horfes ,  according  to 
the  decree  of  the  Parliament  fitting  at 
Tours. 

Howfoever  it  were,  'tis  certain,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  thofe  outrageous 

Preachers 
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Preachers  of  the  League  ,  faid  altoge-  f"^^ 
ther  as  much  as  what  was  alledg'd  a- 
gainft  the  Prior  :  for  Monfieur  Anthoine 
Loyfel  has  left  it  Written  in  his 
Journal ,  thaj  on  the  very  fame  day 
whereon  the  King  was  Wounded,  and 
before  the  news  of  it  was  come  to  fa- 
ruy  he  heard  at  St.  Merry  the  Sermon 
of  Doftour  Boucher ,  who  faid  by  way 
of  confolation  to  his  Auditours  ,  that 
as  on  that  day,  (  namely  the  firft  of 
Augufjk  when  the  Feaft  of  St.  Peter  in 
Prifon  is  celebrated, )  God  had  deli- 
vered that  Apoftle  from  the  hands  of 
Herod 9  fo  they  ought  to  hope,  he  had 
the  like  mercy  in  (lore  for  them. 
iC  And  immediately  made  no  fcruple 
"  to  maintain  this  damnable  propofi^ 
"  tion  to  them ,  that  it  was  an  action 
"  of  great  merit  to  kill  an  Heretique 
u  King,  or  a  favourer  of  Heretiques. 

The  reft  of  the  fame  fraternity  of 
Preachers  ,  joyning  in  the  Confort , 
on  the  fame  day  ,  held  forth  in  the 
Pulpits  with  more  violence  than  ever, 
againft  Henry  de  Valou ,  and  gave  the 
people  ( fays  the  fame  undeniable 
M  m  Witnefs,) 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

Witnefs, )  a  hope  almoft  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  certainty,  that  God  wou'd 
fpeedily  deliver  them ,  which  gave 
jufl  occafion  for  many  to  belieVe-, 
that  the  devilifli  defign  of  that  Affa- 
finate  had  been  communicated  to 
them.  And  when  it  was  known  that 
the  Blow  was  given ,  it  was  order'd 
that  publique  Prayers  fliou  d  be  made 
in  all  the  Churches  of  the  City,  toge- 
ther with  alblemn  a&ionof  thankfgiv- 
ing  to  Almighty  God.  For  a  whole 
Week  together  they  made  Proceflions 
from  all  the  Pariflies ,  to  the  Church 
of  the  Jacobins •,  and  exhorted  the  peo- 
ple to  d  if  tribute  their  Alms  liberally 
to  the  Religious  of  that  Cloyfler  ,  for 
the  fake  of  Fryer  Jaques  Clement ;  as  al- 
fo  to  extend  their  Charity  to  his  poor 
Relations. 

To  conclude,  Dodour  Rcze,  Blfhop 
of  Sen  lis  an  old  man,  and  mod  outra- 
gious  Leaguer  Preach'd  there,  accor- 
ding to  the  direction  of  the  Council 
of  Sixteen,  which  wras  fent  in  Tickets 
to  all  the  Preachers  in  the  City ,  on 
Sunday  the  ikth  of  Augufl  ,  wherein 

they 
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they  were  appointed  to  infift  particu- 
larly on  three  Heads  ,  which   I  will 
here  fet  down  as  they  are  exprefs'd  in 
the  Tickets  themfelves  ;  that  it  may 
be  notorious   with  what  an  Egyptian 
blindnefs,  that  infamous  Cabal  of  the 
League    was    then    ftruck.     "  Take 
"  them  in  their  own  Words,     i.  You 
"  are  to  juftifie  the  action  of  the  Ja- 
"  colin,  becaufe  it  is  a  parallel  to  that 
u  of  Judith,  fo  much  magnified  in  the 
46  Holy  Scriptures.    For  he  who  hears 
"  not  the  Church ,  ought  to  be  ac- 
<c  counted  as  an  Heathen  or  an  Holo- 
"  f ernes.     2.  Cry  out  againft    thofe, 
"  who  fay  that  the  King  of  Navarre  is 
"  to  be  received ,  in  cafe  he  goes  to 
"  Mafs  :  Becaufe  he  can  be  but  an  U- 
a  furper  of  the  Kingdom  ,   being  Ex- 
<c  communicated ,    and  alfo  {landing 
"  excluded  from    that     of   Navarre. 
"  3.  Exhort  the  Magiftracy  ,  to  pub- 
il  jiih  againft:  all  thole  who  ihall  main- 
"  tain  the  King  of  Navarre,  that  they 
;  are  attainted  of  the  crime  of  He- 
"  refie,  and  as  fuch  to  proceed  againft 
*4  them. 

Mm  2.  But 
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'jfa^jjgy.  !J  But  after  all  thefe  doings ,  this  bru- 
tal joy  of  the  Leaguers  for  the  Death 
of  Henry  the  Third ,  was  immedi- 
ately after  turnd  into  fadnefs,  and 
at  the  laft  into  defpair,  by  the  wife  ma- 
nagement ,  and  incomparable  valour 
of  his  Succeflbur  Henry  de  Bourbon  , 
to  whom  God  had  preordaind  the 
Glory  of  reftoring  the  happinefs  of 
France ,  by  the  utter  deftru&ion  of 
the  League,  which  had  laid  it  defolate. 
The  relation  of  which,  is  the  Bufinefs 
of  the  fourth  and  laft  part  of  my  pre- 
fent  Hiftory, 
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T Hough  Henry  King  of  N<i-  Amuj^ 
varre ,  whom  the  deceas'd 
King  had  at  his  Death  de- 
clared his  Lawful  Succeffor,  imme- 
diately took  upon  himfelf,  the  Sove- 
raign  Title  of  King  of  France,  yet 
was  he  not  acknowledge  for  fiich, 
at  the  fame  time  by  the  whole  Ar- 
my. The  Hugonots,  whom  he  had 
brought  to  the  Afliftance  of  his 
Predeceffor  ,  were  the  firft  to 
render  him  Homage,    as  no  ways 

A  a  a  doubt- 
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doubting,  but  that  the  World  was 
now  their  own,  and  that  Caluinifm 
fhouM  be  the  predominant  Religion 
in  Trance j  under  a  Proteftant  King. 
But  this  very  Consideration ,  gave 
great  trouble  and  anxiety  of  Mind  to 
that  prudent  Prince ;  who  plainly 
faw,  that  the  Catholkks  forefeeing 
this  Misfortune,'  of  which  they  were 
extreamly  apprehenftve,  might  pot 
fibly  reunite  themfelves  againft  him ; 
and  that  the  Huguenots,  who  were 
without  Comparifbn  the  weaker 
Party,  cou'd  never  be  able  to  fupport 
him  on  the  Throne. 

In  effe£t,  there  was,during  all  that 
day,  and  the  wThole  night  following, 
a  great  Conteftation  of  Opinions,  a- 
mongft  the  Catholique  Lords  of  the 
Army,  in  relation  to  this  Affair.  Ma- 
ny of  them,  who  confider'd  more 
their  private  Interefi,  than  the  pub- 
lique  Good,  were  defirous  to  make 
advantage  of  a  Juncture,  jfb  favoura- 
ble for  the  eftablifhment  of  their  For- 
tunes, and  to  fell  their  Obedience  at 
the  higheft  Rate  they  cou  d,  by  rai- 
ling their  Governments  into  Princi- 
palities, which  had  been  to  canto- 

ni&c 
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nize    the  Monarchy.      There  were 
great  numbers  of  them,  led  by  diffe- 
rent Motives,  fbme  by  a  true  Zeal  for 
Religion,   others   by    the    Averfion 
which  they  had  for  this  new  King, 
which  they  difguis'd  with  a  fpecious 
pretence  of  Zeal,  who  wou'd  abfb- 
lutely  have  it,  that  he  fhou'd  inftant- 
Iy    declare    himfelf  a   Catholique  ; 
which  cou  d  not  poflibly  be  done,  ei- 
ther with  the  Kings  Honour,  or  with 
Provifion  of  feenrity  to  the  Catho- 
liques ;  becaufe  too  much  of  Con- 
ftraint  was  evident  in  fuch  an  Action. 
Some  there  were  alfb,  who  main- 
tained, that  fince  his  Birth,  and  the 
Fundamental  Law  of  the  Land,  had 
brought  him  to  the  Throne,of  which 
his  Heroick  Virtues  had  render'd  him 
moft  worthy,  it  was  their  Duty  to 
acknowledge  him,  and  to  obey  him 
chearfully,  without  impofing  on  him 
the  leaft  Conditions.     But  this  was 
it,  which  the  greateft  part  of  them 
thought  too  dangerous  to  Religion, 
which  they  were  unwilling  to  ha- 
zard by  fuch  a  Complement. 

In  conclufion,  after  this  important 
Affair  had  been  throughly  examined 

A  a  a  2  in 
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in  the  Kings  Council,  and  in  the  ge- 
neral Affembly  of    the  Catholique 
Princes  and  Lords,  which  was  held 
in  the  Lodgings  of  Francis  de  Lux- 
embourg,  Duke  de  Piney^  they  came 
to  an  Agreement  the  next  Morning, 
by  holding  a  juft  Temperament  be- 
twixt   the    two    Extreams.      For, 
without  infilling -on  their  private  In- 
terefts,  that  they  might  a£fc  frankly, 
and  like  Gentlemen,    it  was  deter- 
mine! that  the  King  fhouM  be  ac- 
knowledge! ;  but  upon  condition,  that 
he   fhouM  caufe  himfelf  to   be  in- 
ftru£led  within  fix  months  time,  by 
the  moft  able  Prelates  of  the  King- 
dom ;  that  he  fhou  d  reftore  the  Ex- 
ercife  of  the  Catholique  Religion,  in 
all  places  from  whence  it  had  been 
banifti'd ,    and   remit   the    Ecclefi- 
alliques  into  the  full  and  entire  Pof- 
feffion  of  all  their  Goods ;   that  he 
fhou'd    bellow    no     Governments 
on  Hugonots ;   and  that  this  Affem- 
bly might  have  leave  to  depute  fbme 
perfbns  to  the  Pope,  to  render  him  an 
account  of  their  Proceedings. 

This  Accommodation  was  fign'd 
by  all  the  Lords,  excepting  only  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  EfpernWy  and  the  Sieur  At 
Vttry\  who  abfblutely  refuse!  their 
Content  to  it.  Vitry  went  immedi- 
ately into  Paris,  and  there  put  him- 
felf  into  the  Service  of  the  League  ; 
which  he  believ'd  at  that  time,  to  be 
the  caufe  of  Religion.  As  for  the 
Duke  of  Efptrnon,  he  had  no  incli- 
nation to  go  over  to  the  League, 
which  had  lb  often  fbicited  his  Ba- 
nifhmentfrom  Court.  But  whether 
it  were ,  that  being  no  longer 
fupported  fince  his  Matters  Death,  he 
fear'd  the  Hatred  and  Refentment  of 
the  greateft  Perfbns  about  the  King, 
and  even  of  the  King  himlelf,whom 
he  had  very  much  offended  during  the 
time  of  his  Favour,  in  which  it  was 
his  only  bufinefs  to  enrich  himfelf ; 
or  were  it  that  he  was  afraid  he 
fhou'd  be  requir'd  to  lend  fbme  part 
of  that  great  Wealth,  which  he  had 
fcrap'd  together ;  he,  very  unfeafb- 
nably,  and  more  unhandfbmly,  began 
to  raife  Scruples,  and  feemM  to  be 
troubled  with  Pangs  of  Conference, 
which  never  had  been  thought  any 
great  grievance  to  him  formerly  ;  fb 
that  he  took  his  leave  of  the  King, 

Aaa  j  and 
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and  retired  to  his  Government,  with 
2  or  3000  Foot,  and  500  Horfe, 
which  he  had  brought  to  the  Service 
of  his  late  Matter.    » 

This  pernicious  Example  was  fol- 
low'd  by  many  others,  who  under 
pretence  of  ordering  their  Domeftick 
Affairs,askM  leave  to  be  gone  (which 
the  King  dar'd  not  to  refufe  them)  or 
fufferM  themfelves  to  be  feduc  d  by 
the  Proffers  and  Solicitations  of  the 
League  ;  fb  that  the  King,  not  being 
in  a  condition  any  longer  tobefiege 
Paris,  was  forcM  to  divide  his  re- 
maining Troops,  comprehending  in 
that  number,  thofe  which  Sancy  ftili 
preferv'd  for  his  Ufe  and  Service. 
Of  the  whole,  he  formed  three  little 
Bodies ;  one  for  Pkardy,  under  the 
Command  of  theDuke  ofLonguevi!!er 
another  for  Champaigne^  under  the 
Marfhal  £  Aumont ;  and  himfelf  led 
the  third  intoA^n&^/^where  he  was 
to  receive  Supplies  fcomRngland ;  and 
where,  with  that  fmall  Remainder 
of  his  Forces,  he  gave  the  firft  Shock 
to  the  Army  of  the  League ,  which 
at  that  time ,  was  become  more 
powerful,  than  ever  it  had  been  for- 
merly 
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merly,  or  than  ever  it  was  after- 
wards. 

In  efFeft,  thofe,  who  after  the  Bar- 
ricades had  their  eyes  fb  far  open  d, 
as  to  difcover,  that  the  League  in 
which  they  were  ingag'd,  was  no  o- 
ther  than  a  manifeft  Rebellion  againft 
their  King,  feeing  him  now  dead, 
believed  there  was  no  other  Intereft 
remaining  on  their  fide,  but  that  of 
Religion ,  and  therefore  reunited 
themfelves  with  the  reft,  to  keep  out 
a  Heretick  Prince  from  the  PofTeffion 
of  the  Crown.  And  truly  this  pre- 
tence became  at  that  time  fb  very 
plaufible,  that  an  infinite  number  of 
Ctfholiques,  of  all  Ranks  and  Quali- 
ties, dazled  with  fb  fpecious  an  ap- 
pearance, made  no  doubt,  but  that  it 
was  better  for  them  to  perifh,  than  to 
endure  that  he  whom  they  believ'd 
obftinate  in  his  Herefie,  fhou  d  afcend 
the  Throne  of  St.Lenw  ;  and  were  de- 
firous  that  fbme  other  King  might  be 
ele&ed.  Nay  farther,  there  were 
fome  of  them,  who  took  this  occafi- 
on,  once  more,  to  prefs  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne,  that  he  wou'd  affume 
that  Regal  Office,  which  it  wou'd  be 
A  a  a  4  eafie 
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eafie  for  him  to  maintain,  with  all  the 
Forces  of  the  united  Catholiques,  of 
which  he  already  was  the  Head  ;  but 
that  Prince,  who  was  a  prudent  man, 
fearingthe  dangerous  confequences  of 
fb  bold  an  Undertaking,  lik'd  better 
at  thefirft,to  retain  for  himfelf  all  the 
EfTentials  of  Kingfhip,  and  to  leave 
the  Title  of  it  to  the  old  Cardinal  of 
Bourbon,  who  was  a  Prilboer ,  and 
whom  he  declared  King,  under  the 
Name  of  Charles  the  Tenth,  by  the 
Council  of  the  Union. 

At  this  time  it  was,  that  there 
were  fcatter'd  through  all  the  King- 
dom, a  vaft  number  of  fcandalous 
Pamphlets,  and  other  Writings,  in 
which  the  Authors  of  them  pre- 
tended to  prove,  that  Henry  of 
Bourbon,  ftood  lawfully  excluded  from 
the  Crown;  thofe  who  were  the 
moft  eminent  of  them,  were  the  two 
Advocates  general  for  the  League,  in 
the  Parliament  of  Paris  ;  Lewis  dJ Or- 
leans ,  and  Anthony  Hot  man.  The 
firft,  was  Author  of  that  very  fediti- 
ous  Libel,  cali'd  The  Englifh  Catho- 
lique.  And  the  fecond,  wrote  a  Trea- 
dle, cali'd  The  Right  of  the  Vnck  d~ 

gainfi. 
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gainfi  the  Nephew,  in  the  Succeffion  of  Ann-  15^9. 
the  Crown.  But  there  happened  a  plea- 
fant  Accident,  concerning  this :  Fra& 
cis  Hotmxn  a  Civilian,  and  Brother  to 
the  Advocate,feeing  this  Book,  which 
pafs'd  from  hand  to  hand  in  Germany  t 
where  he  then  was,  maintained  with 
fblid  Arguments  and  great  Learn- 
ing ;  The  Right  of  the  Nephew  againft 
the  Vncle  ;  and  made  manifeft  in  an 
excellent  Book,  which  he  publifh'd 
on  this  Subject,  the  Weaknefs  and 
falfe  Reafoning  of  his  Adverfaries 
Treatife,  without  knowing  that  it 
was  written  by  his  Brother,  who  had 
not  put  his  Name  to  it. 

The  League  having  a  King,  to 
whom  the  Crown  of  right  belong'd, 
after  Henry  the  Fourth  his  Nephew, 
in  cafe  he  had  furvivd  him,  by  this 
Pretence  increased  in  Power :  becaufe 
the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  and  Savoy,  who,  during  the 
Life  of  the  late  King  their  Ally,  durfl: 
not  declare  openly  againfl:  him,  for 
his  Rebellious  Subje&s ;  now,  after 
his  Death  ,  acknowledging  this 
Charles  the  Tenth  for  King,  made  no 
difficulty   to   fend  Supplies  to  the 

Duke 
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Amuitf9.  Duke  of  Mayenne,  infbmuch  that  he, 
after  having  publifh'd  through  all 
Frame,  a  Declaration  made  in  Auguft^ 
by  which  he  exhorts  all  French  Ca- 
tholicks  to  reunite  themfelves  with 
thofe,  who  would  not  fufFeran  Here- 
tique  to  be  King,  had  raisd  at  the 
beginning  of  September,  an  Army  of 
2  5000  Foot  and  8000  Horfe. 

With  thefe  Forces  he  pafs'd  the 
Seine  at  Vernon  ,  marching  dire&ly 
towards  the  King,  who  after  I^e  had 
been  recciv'd  into  Pont  del  Arch,  and 
Diepe,  which  Captain  Relet,  and  the 
Commander  de  Chates,  had  furren- 
dred  to  him  ;  made  a  fliow  of  befieg- 
ing  Rouen ,  not  having  about  him  a- 
bove  7  or  8000  Men.  This  fb  potent 
an  Army  of  the  Leaguers,  composed 
of  French  and  Germans  ,  Lorrainers 
and  Walloons,  which  he  had  not  ima- 
gind  cou'd  have  been  fb  (bon  affem- 
bled,  and  which  was  now  coming  on 
to  overwhelm  him;  conftrauvd  him 
to  retire  fpeedily  towards  Diepe, where 
he  was  in  danger  to  have  been  incom- 
pafs'd  round  without  any  poflibility 
ofEfcape,  but  only  by  Sea  into  Eng- 
land, if  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  had  ta- 
ken 
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ken  up  the  retaliation,  as  he  ought  to 
have  done ,  from  the  firft  moment 
when  he  took  the  Field,  to  purine 
himeagcrlv  and  without  the  leaft  de- 
lay. But  while  lie  proceeding  with 
his  natural  flownefi  ,  which  was  his 
way  of  being  wife,  trifled  out  his  time 
in  long  deliberations,  when  he  fhou'd 
have  come  to  A&ion,  he  gave  leifure 
to  the  King  to  fortifie  his  Camp  at 
Arqucs  ,  a  League  and  half  from 
Diepe ;  inclofing  with  ftrong  retrench- 
ments the  Caftle,  and  the  Bourg  fci- 
tuated  on  the  Brow  of  an  Hill,  which 
overlooks  the  little  River  of  Betbune^ 
the  Mouth  of  which  forms  the  Haven 
that  belongs  to  Diepe. 

He  had  fcarcely  finifh'd  this  great 
work,  wherein  all  his  Army  was  im- 
ployed,  after  the  Example  of  their 
King,  during  three  days  with  incre- 
dible diligence  ;  when  the  Duke  of 
Mtyenne ,  who  had  fquandred  away 
his  time,  yet  once  again,  in  retaking 
thofe  little  Places  round  about,  of 
which  the  King  had  lately  poffefsM 
himfelf,  drew  near  to  Arques,  with 
purpofe  to  diflodge  him.  But  when 
he  had  obferv  d  that  he  was  too  ftrong 

on 
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^JH9\  on  that  fide  to  be  forc'd,  he  turn'd  on 
the  Right  Hand,  paffing  the  Bethtme 
fbmewhat  higher,  and  went  to  poll: 
himfelf  on  the  other  Hill,  which  is  o~ 
ver  againft  Arqats ,  with  the  River 
betwixt  both  Parties ;  from  whence 
he  might  more  eafily  attacque  the 
Bourg  below,  and  poffefs  himfelf  of 
Pokty  the  Fmxbonrg  of  Ditpe,  on  the 
fame  fide. 

But  the  forefight  of  the  King  had 
provided  for  all  Events  in  every  place  ; 
for  he  had  carried  on  his  Retrench- 
ments as  far  as  an  Hofpital  for  fick 
People,  called  the  MaLdery,  near  the 
River,  and  placed  Chatillon,  Colonel 
of  the  Foot,  with  900  Men  in  Pukt, 
which  alio  was  retrenched.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Duke  having  fix'd  his 
reiblution  to  win  the  Fauxbourg^  and 
to  force  the  Quarters  at  Arques^  ap- 
pear d  in  Battalia  the  fixteenth  of  Sep- 
tember ^  on  the  Hills,  march'd  the  one 
half  of  his  Army  at  day- break  towards 
Po/ety  and  lodg'd  the  other  half  at 
the  Village  of  Mzrtinglife,  in  the  Val- 
ly,  to  attacque  the  fortifi3 d  MaLdery. 
The  two  attempts  which  he  made 
that  day,  provM  very  unfuccefsful  to 

him  : 
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him :  For  the  King  ,  who  in  Perfbn  fn^^l 
haftned  to  Pokt^  putting  himfelf  at 
the  Head  of  his  Forces,  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  Retrenchments,  maintaind 
the  Skirmifh  with  great  bravery  du- 
ring the  whole  day,  the  Enemy  not 
daring  all  the  while  to  clofe  with  him, 
nor  being  able  to  gain  the  leaft  inch 
of  ground   from   him  ,  and  at  laft, 
forc'd  them  to  retire  fhamefully  in  the 
Night ,  into  the  ruins  of  a  Village 
which  was  burnM,  after  having  kill'd 
and  made  Prifbners  a  great  number  of 
their  moft  forward  men.     And  the 
next  morning,  his  Soldiers  encouragM 
by  his  prefence,  and  by  the  contempt 
which  they  had  of  their  cowardly  E- 
nemies ,  went  to  attacque  them  in 
their  barricaded  Village,  where  they 
kill  cl  above  an  hundred  of  them,with- 
out  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man. 

Thofe  of  the  Enemy,  who  were 
pofted  at  M&rtinglife,  behavM  them- 
felves  much  better  than  their  Fellows, 
and  accordingly  they  came  off  with 
greater  lofs :  For  having  maintaind 
the  skirmifh  for  fbme  time,  and  en- 
deavouring to  diflodge  thofe,  who 
had  lin  d  the  Hedges  that  were  near 

the 
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fi*£}*?\  the  River,  they  drew  out  a  great  de- 
tachment of  their  Men,  who  gave  an 
Affault  to  the  Corps  de  garde  of  the 
Maladery,  in  hope  to  carry  the  Re- 
trenchments. But  the  Marefchal  de 
Byron  ,  who  commanded  in  Jro/uesi 
and  who  was  advanced  to  the  Mala- 
dery,  to  fuftain  thofe  who  defended  it> 
gave  orders  to  the  Grand  Prior  of 
Frame  and  Damville,  to  charge  thole 
bold  Leaguers,  with  a  chofen  Squa- 
dron  of  his  braveft  Men  ;  who  gave 
in  upon  them  with  fb  much  fury,  that 
he  forc'd  them  back  to  Martinglife  in 
much  difbrder  ,  after  having  kilPd 
them  1 50  of  their  beft  Soldiers,  and 
wounded  a  much  greater  number. 
The  Cornet  of  the  Duke  de  Nemours 
was  taken  in  this  Fight,  and  20  Gen- 
tlemen of  Note  made  Prifoners. 

This  double  Misfortune  having 
difcourag'd  the  Army  of  the 
League,  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  lay 
ftill  four  or  five  days  together  in  his 
Quarters,  that  he  might  give  his 
Soldiers  a  little  time  to  recover  of 
their  Fright ;  after  which,  having 
reaffembled  all  his  Forces,  he  com- 
manded them  to  pafs  the  River  fbme- 

wh'at 
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what  after  Midnight,  in  order  to  at-  ^^ 
tacque  the  Retrenchments ,  from 
which  fbme  of  them  had  been  re- 
pulsd  fb  vigoroufly,  and  which  he 
now  hop'd  he  might  carry  by  fur- 
prife  :  For  this  Attempt  was  to  be 
made  at  break  of  Day  ,  and  with 
his  whole  Army,  which  was  thrice 
the  number  of  the  Royalifts.  But  the 
King  having  had  timely  notice  of  his 
Defign,  was  gone  in  Perfbn  into  the 
Trenches  two  or  three  hours  before 
day,  and  had  difpos'd  all  things  in 
good  order  for  their  Reception ;  ha- 
ving ftrongly  manM  the  Trenches 
with  his  Infantry,  and  drawn  up  his 
Cavalry  without  the  Lines,  to  break 
the  firft  Onfet  of  the  Enemy. 

This  hindred  not  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne  frompurfuing  his  Enterprife, 
till  he  brought  it  to  an  Ingagement  ; 
which  was  very  long,  and  exceeding 
fharp  betwixt  the  two  Armies.  The 
Kings  Cavalry,  gain'd  immediately 
fbme  Advantage  againft  that  of  the- 
League.  The  Grand  Prieur,  who 
was  afterwards  Count  of  A#vergne% 
and  Duke  of  Avgoukfme,havmg  kill  d 
with    his   Piftol ,   the  Skur  de  Sa- 

gonmy 


1^6        The  Hijiory  of  the  League. 

^^1589.  gonne  ,  who  was  Colonel  of  the 
Leagu's  Light  Horfe,  drove  back  that 
Squadron,  confifting  of  four  or  five 
hundred  men,  as  far  as  the  Standard  of 
the  Vnion\  and  the  Duke  of  Anmak, 
who  with  a  Grofs  of  fix  hundred 
Horfe,  had  put  him  to  the  Retreat, 
together  with  three  Troops  of  Men 
at  Arms,  who  fuftainM  him  as  far  as 
to  the  edge  of  the  Retrenchments, 
was  then  conftraind  to  give  back 
himfelf  in  fome  diforder,  to  get  out 
of  danger  from  the  Cannon,  which 
fiirioufly  plaiM  upon  his  Squadron. 
But  the  fecond  Onfet,  which  the 
Duke  of \Mnyenne  commanded  to  be 
given  by  the  Lanfquenets  of  Colalte, 
and  Tremble-court  ,  having  the 
Count  of  Belm  at  their  Head,  fu- 
ftain'd  on  the  Right,  by  the  Duke 
of  Nemours  (who  had  brought  from 
his  Government  of  Lyons  three  thou- 
fand  Foot,  with  a  brisk  Body  of  Ca- 
valry) and  on  the  Left,  by  the  Duke 
of  Aumde ,  with  twelve  hundred 
Horfe,  was  much  more  fuccefsful. 

For  while  they  were  furioufiy 
combating,  both  on  the  Right  and 
Left,  with  the  French  and  Swiffes  of 

Galati 
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GaLiti,  and  Meru  Montmorancy-Dxm- 
vi/k  their  Colonel,  the  Lanfquenets 
of  the  League,  whether  it  were  by 
Stratagem,  or  through  Cowardife, 
cried  out  to  the  Royallilts,  who  de- 
fended that  Quarter,  that  they  wouM 
come  over  to  their  Side,  and  were 
thereupon  receiv'd  within  the  Lines. 
Their  Captains  in  like  manner,  made 
fblemn  Proteftation  to  ferve  the  King, 
provided  they  might  have  Security, 
that  their  Mufters  fhould  be  pay'd, 
which  was  promis  d  them  by  the 
King.  But  while  that  gallant  Prince 
went  haftily  from  place  to  place,  giv- 
ing out  his  Orders  torepulfe  the  Ene- 
my ,  thefe  perfidious  People ,  ob- 
ferving  that  the  Duke  of  Nemours 
had  broken  the  Battalion  of  the  Swif 
Jes^  immediately  turnd  their  Arms 
againft  thofe  who  had  receiv'd  them ; 
and  poflefs'd  themfelves  of  that  part 
of  the  Lines,  which  they  delivered 
to  the  Leaguers,  who  purfuing  their 
Fortune,  made  themfelves  Matters  of 
the  MaUdery.  Infbmuch,  that  the 
Kings  Forces  having  at  the  fame  time 
to  deal  with  their  Enemies  who 
were  without,  and  thofe  who  were 

Bbb  with» 
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within  ;  if  the  Duke  of  Mayeiwe, 
whofebufinefsit  was  to  have  fuftaind 
thofe  who  made  the  Attaque  with 
the  Grofs  of  his  Army,  had  taken 
hold  of  that  happy  Opportunity,  to 
break  into  the  Lines  after  them,  with 
all  his  Forces,  'tis  exceeding  probable, 
that  the  greater  number  muft  have 
opprefsM  the  lefs,  by  multitudes 
pour'd  in  upon  them,  and  that  he 
had  that  day  obtain'd  an  abfblute  and 
decifive  Vi&ory. 

But  as  he  never  did  any  thing  in 
haft,  but  when  he  fled  for  fafety  of 
his  Life,  his  March  was  too  flow,  to 
make  fitting  ufe  of  fb  fair  an  Occafi- 
on,  where  alfb  his  good  Fortune  de- 
pended on  his  Speed ;  which  occafi- 
on'd  the  lofs  of  that  Advantage.  For 
the  Count  of  Chajtillon  on  the  one 
fide,  running  to  the  Succour  of  the 
King  with  the  two  Regiments,  which 
were  in  Arques ;  and  on  the  other 
fide  the  Duke  of  Montpenfier,  and 
the  brave  La  None,  ranging  them- 
felves  with  their  Gendarmery  by 
his  fide;  that  valiant  Prince,  who 
had  already  rallied  the  greatefl:  part 
of  his  Souldiers,  whom  the  Surprife 

had 
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had  affrighted  and  put  into  di (order, 
fo  furioufly  charg'd  the  Regiments 
GfCo/a/tt,  zn&Trtmb'wcnur,  thatthcy 
were  force!  to  quit  the  Retrench- 
ments and  the  MiLvlry,  with  more 
fpeed  than  they  had  entered  them, 
and  to  retreat  towards  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne,  who  feem'd  by  his  heavy 
March  and  flow  Advance,  as  if  his 
Bufinefs  was  only  to  receive  them, 
and  not  to  fuftain  and  fecond  them: 
And,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Cannon 
of  the  Caftle,  which  had  him  fair  be- 
fore them,  playing  terribly  into  his 
Army,  conftrained  him  to  take  his 
way  back  to  his  Quarters,  and  leave 
the  Viftory  to  the  King,  who  ftill 
maintained  the  PofTeffion  of  Arqmsy 
from  which  his  Enemies  had  endea- 
voured to  diflodge  him. 

And  what  was  yet  a  greater  difc 
grace  to  the  Duke  of  Mayennt,  four 
or  five  days  after  this,  fetching  a  long 
compafs,  arid  porting  himfelf  before 
Diepe,  with  purpofe  of  befieging  it, 
he  was  himfelf  befiegM  by  the  little 
Army  of  the  King,  who  being lodgM 
oiit  of  the  Town  over  againft  his 
Cat&p,1  ply'd  him  night  and  day  with 
B  b  b  2  per- 


749 

Ann.  1 5 


75°      The  Hiftory  of  the  League* 

^^il9*  perpetual  Alarms,  without  his  daring 
once  to  come  forth  and  make  his 
Approaches.  Infbmuqh,  that  after 
ten  days  ft  ay,  without  having  per- 
formed any  thing,  he  rais'd  this  pre- 
tended Siege ,  re-pafs'd  the  River, 
and  retirM  into  Picardy,  under  pre- 
tence that  his  Pretence  was  neceffary 
in  thofe  Parts,  to  hinder  the  affocia* 
ted  Towns  of  that  Province,  from 
putting  themfelves  into  the  Protecti- 
on of  the  Spaniards )  who  were  la- 
bouring under-hand,  to  beguile  the 
Simplicity  of  thofe  poor  People. 

This  was  the  fuccefs  of  that  Enter- 
prife  of  the  League ,  which,  with 
their  thirty  thoufand  men,  boafted 
that  they  would  take  the  King  of 
Navarre,  or  the  Beamois,  as  thofe 
Rebels  infblently  calPd  him, and  bring 
him  Prifbner  to  Paris ,  where  the 
Dutchefs  of  Montpenfier  and  otherLa- 
dies  had  already  hir  d  Windows  and 
Balconies  in  St.  Dennis-Street,  from 
whence  they  might  have  the  Plea- 
fure,  to  fee  him  graCfe  the  Triumph 
of  the  Duke  de  Mayenne  with  his 
Captivity.  But  God  had  otherwife 
ordain d,  and  that  memorable  Fight 

at 
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at  Arquesy  wherein,  according  to  all  ^J^ 
humane  probability,  the  King  with 
that  handful  of  men,  fhou'd  have 
have  fallen  under  the  weight  of  fb 
formidable  a  Power,  was  the  fatal 
point  of  declination  to  the  League. 
For  though  their  General  had  not 
loft  above  (even  or  eight  hundred  men 
in  that  Engagement,  yet  he  loft  in  it, 
the  Honour  and  Reputation  of  the 
party,  which  fince  that  day,  never 
did  any  thing  confiderablc,  but  what 
made  for  the  glory  of  their  Conque- 
ror ;  by  furnifhing  him  with  new  oc- 
cafions,tomake  appear  his  Clemency 
in  pardoning,  or  his  Valour  in  fub- 
cluing  them,  which  fucceeded  not 
long  afterwards,  to  his  immortal 
Fame. 

For  as  fbon  as  he  had  received 
the  Succours,  which  he  expe&ed 
from  England,  of  four  thoufand  men ; 
and  that  the  Duke  of  Lonztteville, 
and  Marfhal  Biron  had  joyn'd  him 
with  their  Forces,  which  they 
brought  UomPicardy  and  Champaigne, 
he  march'd  upward  againft  the  Courfe 
of  the  Seine,  as  far  as  MW*/;,  where 
perceiving  that  the  Duke  of  Mayenne 
B  b  b  1  (who 
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'  towards  him,  if  his  Heart  had  ferv'd 
him  for  the  Combat)  appeared  not 
in  thofe  Parts,  he  pafs'd  the  River, 
and  on  the  thirty  fir  ft  of  Offober,  took 
up  his  Quarters  in  the  fight  of  Paris, 
at  the.  Villages  of  Ifty,  Vaugirardy 
Mcntrouge  and  Gmtilly,  with  refblu- 
tipn,  the  next  morning  to  attaque 
the  Fauxbourgs  of  that  great  City, 
which  the  Parisians  had  fortified. 

In  order  to  which,  he  divided  all 
his  Infantry  into  three  Bodies,  that 
the  Affault  might  be  fhade  at  the 
fame  time,  in  three  feveral  places. 
The  firft  under  Marfllal  de  Biron  ,  on 
the  fide  of  the  Fauxbourgs  St.Marceau, 
and  St.  Viftor  ;  the  next,  command- 
ed by  Marfhal  £  Aumont,  affifted  by 
Damvilk  the  Colonel  of;  the  Swijfes, 
and  Bellegard  the  Grand  Efcuyer,  at 
the  Head  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Jac- 
ques, and  at  that  of  St.  Michael ;  and 
the  third  led  on  by  the  Sieurs  de  Cba- 
fiillon  and  La  None,  right  over  a- 
gainft  the  Gates  of  St.  Germain,  Buffy, 
and  Nejle.  They  were  fuftaia'd  by 
$s  rsiany  grofs  Squadrons  of  Caval- 
ry ;  at  the  Head  of  which,  was  the 

Count 
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Count  tie  Soiffons,  on  the  right  hand,  *5;Mfe* 

the  Duke  of '  Lowneville  on  the  left, 

and  the  King  himfelf  in  the  midft ;  on 

the  fide  of  the  Yauxbourg  St.  Jacques  : 

and  four  pieces  of  Cannon  followed 

each  of  thefe  great  Bodies,    to  diC 

charge  againft  the  Gates  of  the  City, 

fb  fbon    as  the  Fmxburgs  fhould  be 

won. 

Never  was  any  Enterprife  better 
laid  ;  fb  that  the  fiiccefs  of  it  already 
feenfd  infallible.  For  befides  the 
ftrength  of  the  AfTailants  without 
the  Town,  they  held  a  fecret  Intel- 
gence  within  it,  which  was  dex- 
t rou fly  manag  d  by  the  Prefident  Ni- 
chol.tt  Potter,  de  Blanc  Mefoil}  who 
who  having  freed  himfelf  out  of  the 
Hands  of  Buffy ,  by  a  great  fum  of 
Money,  had  gain  d  a  good  number  of 
thofe  whom  the  Leaguers  fufpe&ed 
to  be  Royallifts,  and  whom  they 
calFd  Pollitiques,by  whofe  Afliftance, 
he  was  to  make  himfelf  Mafter  of 
one  of  the  Gates,  and  then  deliver  it 
to  the  King. 

The  invincible  courage  of  that  Pre- 
fident, and  his  inviolable  fidelity,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Kings  his  Mafters, 
B  b  b  4  in 
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^jujjBg.  [n  thofe   troublefbm  and  rebellious 
times,  will  perpetuate  his  Memory  in 
all  Ages,  and  raife  a  Veneration  to  his 
Name  in  France,  particularly  in  Paru^ 
his  Native  Town,  which  he  hdnourd 
as  much  by  his  lingular  Vertue,  as  he- 
was  honour 'd  by  it  in  his  Birth,  being 
defcended  from  one  of  the  moft  An- 
cient Families  of  that  Great  City.  He 
had  the  generofity,  for  the  fervice  of 
his  Piince  and  the  fafety  of  the  State, 
to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  imminent 
danger  of  death,  by  the  fury  of  the 
Sixteen.     For  thofe  brutal  Wretches 
fearing  his  great  parts,  his  Courage 
and  his  Vertue ,  which  they  knew 
was  never  to  be  diverted  from  the 
plain  ways  of  Honefty  and  Honour, 
put  him  twice  in  Prifbn,  once  in  the 
Baftife)  and  again  in  the  Tower  of  the 
Louvre,  where  he  ran  the  hazard  of 
his  Life,  if  he  had  not  been  deliver'd 
by  the  good  Offices  which  were  done 
him  by  fome  Perfons,  who  had  the 
refblutipn  to  oppofe  the  fury  of  thofe 
Tyrants.     And   when  in  procefs  of 
time,  he  found  he  couM  do  no  more 
fervice  to  the  King  in  Paris,  he  retir'd 
to  him  who  made  him  Prefident  of 
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that  part  of  his  Parliament  which  was  ^J!^*** 
eftablifhed  ztCh. talons.  He  had  the 
happinefs  to  be  Son  to  a  Counfellor, 
who  acquired  fo  much  reputation  in 
the  exercife  of  his  Office ,  that  the 
Chancellor  dt  I  Hofpital  has  faid  of 
him  in  one  of  his  Poems,  that  he  de- 
ferv'd  the  Court  fhoud  ere£l  his  Sta- 
tue in  the  Temple  of  Juftice  ;  and  at 
this  day,  after  his  death,  has  the  ho- 
nour to  be  Grandfather  to  another 
Nicholas  de  Potter,  whom  the  Wifeil 
and  Greateft  of  all  Kings,  who  un- 
derftands  the  merit  of  Men ,  and 
understands  alfb  to  reward  it ,  has 
plac'd  at  the  Head  of  his  Parliament 
of  Peers. 

All  things  then  being  welldifposM 
(by  means  of  the  Intelligence  which 
was  held  with  the  Prefident,  De  Blanc 
Mefiui)  to  make  the  Kings  Enterprife 
fucceed;  on  All  Saints  day,  very  early 
in  the  morning,  and  under  covert  of 
a  thick  mift,  the  Fortifications,  and 
the  Head  of  the  Fauxbourgs  were  at- 
tacqud  at  once  in  three  feveral  parts, 
with  fo  much  vigor  and  refolution, 
that  they  were  all  carryed  by  plain 
force,  inlelsthan  an  hour.  Seven  or 
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^jj£p.  Eight  Hundred  of  the  Defendant! 
were  flain  in  the  AfTault ,  Thirteen 
Pieces  of  Cannon  were  taken,  and  if 
the  Kings  Artillery  had  come  up  at 
the  time  which  he  cjefignd,  'tis  cer- 
tain that  this  great  Prince,  who  at 
Seven  of  the  Clock  entred  the  Faux- 
bourg  of  St.  Jacques •,  and  was  there  re- 
ceived with  the  loud  acclamations  o 
Vive  Le  Roy^  had  made  himielf  Ma- 
tter of  the  Quarter  of  the  Univerfity, 
without  much  difficulty  or  hazard. 

But  the  Sieur  de  Rojne,  who  com- 
manded at  that  time  in  Paris ,  having 
had  the  leifiire  to  fortifie  the  Gates, 
by  reafbn  of  that  delay,  and  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne  ,.  to  whom  he  had  given 
notice  of  the  Kings  approach ,  being 
entred  into  the  Town  the  next  morn- 
ing, with  all  his  Forces  ;  the  King 
fatisfied  himfelf  with  letting  the  Pa- 
riftans  know  by  what  he  had  done, 
that  the  News  which  was  induftri- 
oufly  fpread  amongft  them  of  his  de- 
feat at  Diepe,  was  notoriouQy  falfe. 
And  after  having  ftaid  three  long 
hours  in  Battalia  before  the  Town,  as 
it  were,  to  reproach  the  weaknefs  or 
cowardife  of  their  Con^mnders,  who 
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[durfi:  not  venture  without  their  Walls, 
he  went  to  retake,  during  the  Win- 
ter ,  in  Vandomois  ,  7  oarain  ,  An]ouy 
Mayne  j  Pad):,  and  the  Lower  Nor- 
mavdyy  the  greateftpart  of  the  Towns 
and  Strong  Places  which  held  for  the 
League ;  which  now  began  to  deftroy 
it  fetf  by  the  fame  means  which  were 
intended  for  its  prefervation.  In  this 
following  manner. 

Thole  of  the  Vnion  endeavoured  all 
they  cou'd,  to  oblige  his  Holinefs  and 
the  King  of  Spain,  that  they  wou'd 
openly  efpoule  their  Party,  in  which 
at  length  they  fucceeded  ,  through 
the  proteftations  which  were  made 
by  their  Agents  at  Rome  and  at  Ma- 
drid, that  in  cafe  they  were  not  fpee- 
dily  and  powerfully  aflifted  by  both 
of  them,  they  mult  of  necellity  make 
an  Accommodation  with  the  King  of 
Navarre  ;  which  neither  the  Pope 
nor  King  Philip  couM  bear  with  pati- 
ence. The  Fir  ft,  for  fear  that  France 
fhouM  fail!  under  the  Dominion  of  a 
Prince  who  was  an  He^etick :  And  the 
Second,  becaufe  he  was  defirousto 
foment  the  divifions  which  were  a- 
ijiongft  us )  hoping  to  make  his  ad- 
vantage 
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vantage  of  them,  either  by  reducing 
the  whole  Kingdom  into  his  power, 
or  at  leaft  by  difmembring  a  great 
part  of  it.  In  this  manner,  Pope  Six- 
tus,  as  intelligent  as  he  was,  being 
deluded  by  the  Commander  of  Din, 
and  by  his  Partners,  who  made  him 
believe,  that  the  Navarrois  cou'd  not 
poflibly  efcape  from  the  hands  of  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne ,  who  had  coopM 
him  up  and  furrounded  him  in  a  cor- 
ner of  Normandy,  fent  Cardinal  Caje- 
tan  his  Legat  into  France,  who  was 
born  Subject  to  the  King  of  Spain  y  and 
was  alfb  a  Spaniard  in  his  Principles, 
and  by  his  Obligations ;  who  eame  to 
Paris  in  the  beginning  of  January, 
bringing  with  him  Bills  of  Exchange 
for  300000  Crowns,  together  with 
an  Exprefs  Order,  to  caufe  a  Catho- 
lick  King  to  be  Elected. 

On  the  other  fide,  Don  Bernardin 
de  Mendoza,Kinf*  Philip's  Embaffador, 
being  fupported  by  the  FaCtion  of  the 
Sixteen,  the  Preachers  of  the  League, 
and  the  Monks,  of  which  the  greateft 
part  were  intirely  devoted  to  the  Spa- 
niard, made,  in  the  General  Council 
of  the  Union,  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
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fter,  very  plaufible  and  advantageous  ^%^ 
Propofitions  for  the  eafe  of  the  Peo- 
ple, with  promife  of  aflifting  them 
with  all  the  Forces  of  that  Monarchy  : 
Protefting  alfb,  that  his  King,  who 
was  Mafter  of  ib  many  Countries, 
the  Titles  of  which  he  haughtily  let 
forth,  pretended  not  to  that  office, 
either  for  himfelf  or  for  his  Son  ; 
and  that  in  recompence  of  thofe  great 
Succours  which  he  intended  to  give 
the  Catholicks,  he  demanded  nothing 
more,  than  the  honour  to  be  fblemn- 
ly  declar'd,  The  Protector  of  France. 
Now  this  was  in  effeft  the  very  thing 
which  moft  contributed  to  the  ruin 
of  the  League,  and  the  fafeguard  of 
the  State ;  becaufe  this  artificial  Pro- 
pofition,  joyn  d  with  the  Inftru&ions 
of  the  Legat,  fully  opened  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne*s  Eyes,  and  gave  him  the 
means  of  difcovering  the  intentions 
of  the  Spaniards,  whofe  defign  was  to 
eftablifh  their  Kings  Authority  on  the 
ruins  of  his ;  and  confequently  ,  he 
took  up  a  firm  refolution  of  oppofing 
their  endeavours,  as  he  always  did 
from  that  time  forward,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  fbmehoneft  men  about  him, 

and 
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?n!X}2t°\  an(3  particularly  Monfieur.de  Villeroy. 
That  wife  and  able  Minifter  of 
State,  who  ferv'd  five  of  our  Kings, 
with  fb  much  Fidelity  and  Reputati- 
on, having  obferv'd,  that  by  reafbn 
of  fbme  ill  Offices  which  were  done 
him  to  the  Late  King  his  Mafter,  he 
cou'd  no  longer  remain  with  fafety  in 
the  Towns  which  obeyed  him,  nor 
at  his  own  Houfe  during  the  War, 
and  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  pro- 
cure fb  much  as  a  Pafsport  for  his  de- 
parture out  of  the  Kingdom,  was  con- 
ftrained  to  make  his  retreat  to  Paris 
with  his  Father^  and  to  enter  into  the 
Party  of  the  Vnion.  But  it  may  be 
truly  faid  of  him  that  he  entred  into 
it,  as  did  the  Loyal  and  Wife  Hu(bai 
into  that  of  Abfalom  at  Jerufalem  ; 
there  to  deftroy  all  the  devices  and 
pernicious  Counfels  of  the  wicked  A- 
chitophel ,  which  only  tended  to  the 
total  ruin  of  David  the  lawful  King, 
againft  whom  the  Capital  City  of  his 
Kingdom  was  revolted.  In  the  lame 
manner,  the  Sieur  de  Vitltroy  embraced, 
not  out  of  pure  neceflity ,  the  Party 
of  the  League,  and  plac'd  not  himself 
with  the  Duke  of  Mayeme  in  Paris; 
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who  was  in  Aftual  War  with  his  ^^ 
King,  but  only  to  obtain  the  means, 
by  his  good  Counfels,  to  undermine 
the  purpofes  of  the  Spaniards  ;  who 
under  pretence  of  endeavouring  the 
prefervation  of  Religion  in  France, 
defign'd  the  Subverfion  of  the  State. 
And  as  David  thought  it  fitting,  that 
Hnfljai  fhou'd  continue  at  Jtrufatem, 
without  leaving  Abfalom,  becaufe  he 
well  knew  that  he  would  be  more 
ferviceable  to  him  there,  than  if  he 
kept  him  near  his  Perfon  ;  in  like 
manner  Henry  the  Fourth,  who  knew 
the  dexterity  and  faithfulnefs  of  Mo  li- 
fe ur  dt  Fitleroy ,  wou'd  not  that  he 
fhou'd  go  out  from  Paris,  after  the 
death  of  his  PredecefTor,  or  be  with 
him  ,  becaufe  he  was  fatisfied  that 
this  Great  Man,  would  be  able  to  do 
him  greater  Service  by  flaying  with 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  where  by  his 
wife  Remonftrations,  and  the  credit 
which  he  had  acquired  with  that 
Prince,  he  might  break  the  meafures 
of  the  Spaniards  and  their  Adherents. 
He  continued  this  politique  ma- 
nagement  to  the  end,  and  principally 
on  that  occafion,  whereon  depended 
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f^ll0'  either  &£  felicity  or  the  unhappinefe 
of  this  Kingdom,  according  to  the  re- 
lolution  which  fhou  d  be  taken  :  For 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne  having  ask'd 
him  his  opinion,  in  relation  to  what 
theLegat  ind  Mendo&a  had  propos'd, 
he  gave  him  eafily  to  underftand, 
that  all  thofe  plaufible  Propofitions 
which  were  made  by  the  Legat,  by 
Mendoza,  and  the  Sixteen,  were  in- 
tended only  to  deprive  him  of  his  Au- 
thority, and  to  fubjeQ:  him,  and  the 
whole  Party  of  the  Vnion,  under  the 
domination  of  the  Spaniards  ,  who 
woud  not  fail  to  ufurp  upon  the 
Trench  ,  and  to  perpetuate  the  War, 
thereby  to  maintain  their  own  great- 
nefs.  That  in  his  prefent  condition, 
without  fufFering  an  Head  to  be  con- 
ftituted  above  him,  he  had  War  and 
Peace  at  his  difpofing  ,  together 
with  the  glory  of  having  fuftain  d  < 
himfelf  alone,  both  Religion  and  the 
State  ;  but  by  acknowledging  the 
King  of  Spam  for  Protestor  of  the 
Kingdom,  he fhoud  only  debafe  him- 
felf, under  the  proud  Title  of  a  pow- 
erful Mafter ,  who  woud  ferve  his 
own  interefts  too  well,  to  leave  him 

the 
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the  means,  of  either  continuing  the  ^^£^ 
War,  or  of  concluding  a  Peace,  to 
the  advantage  of  his  Country. 

There  Heeded  no  more  to  perfwade 
a  man  fb  knowing  ,  and  fb  prudent, 
as  was  the  Duke  oiMty^nne  :  'Tis  to 
be  confefs'd,  that  he  was  a  Self  lover, 
which  is  natural  to  all  men  ;  but  he 
was  alio  a  Lover  of  the  Common 
Good  ,  which  is  the  diftinguifhing 
character  of  an  Honefl:  Man.     Since 
he  cou'd  not  himfelf  pretend  to  the 
Crown,  which  he  clearly  faw  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  obtain,  for  ma- 
ny reafbns ,  he  was  refblvM  no  Fo* 
reigner  (hould  have  it,  nor  even  any 
other  but  that  only  Perfbn  to  whom 
it  belonged  rightfully,  Religion  being 
firft  fecur'd.     He  thereupon  firmly 
purposM  from  that  time,  both  in  re- 
gard of  his  particular  intereft ,  and 
that  of  the  State,  to  oppofe  whatfo- 
ever  attempts  fhould  be  made  by  the 
Spaniards,  or  by  his  own  neareft  Rela- 
tions, under  any  pretence  or  colour; 
which  was  undoubtedly   one  great 
caufe  of  the  prefervation   of    the 
State. 
For  which  reafbn,  that  he  might 
C  c  c  for 
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for  ever  cut  off  the  Spaniards  from  all 
hope  of  procuring  their  Matter  to  be 
made  Prote&or  of  the  Realm  of 
trance^  and  confequently  of  having 
in  his  hands  the  Government  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  concernments  of 
the  League,  under  this  new  Title,  as 
the  Sixteen,  who  were  already  at  his 
Devotion,  haddefignd;  hepolitiek- 
ly  told  them  in  a  full  Affembly,  that 
fince  the  caufe  of  Religion  was  the 
only  thing,  for  which  the  Vnion  was 
ingagdin  this  War  which  they  had 
undertaken,  it  wou  d  be  injurious  to 
the  Pope,  to  put  themfelves  under  a- 
ny  other  prote&ion  than  that  of  his 
Holinefs :  Which  Proposition  was  (o 
gladly  receiv 'd  by  all,  excepting  only 
the  Faftion  of  Sixteen,  that  the  Spa- 
niards were  conftrain'd  to  defift,  and 
to  let  their  pretenfions  Avh^lly  fall. 

And  to  obviate  the  defign  of  cau~ 
fing  any  other  King  to  be  Elected,  be- 
fides  the  Old  Cardinal  of  Bourbon^ 
under  whofe  Name  he  govern  d  all 
things ;  he  procur  d  the  Parliament 
to  verifie  the  Ordinance  of  the  Coun- 
cil General  of  the  Vmon,  by  which 
that  Cardinal  was  declared  King,  and 

cause! 
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causM  him  fb  to  be  Proclaim'd,  in  all 
the  Towns  and  Places  of  their  party  \ 
retaining  for  himfelf  by  the  fame  Or- 
dinance ,  the  Quality  and  Power  of 
L  ieutenant  General  of  the  Crown,  till 
the  King  fhou'd  be  deliver'd  from  Im- 
prifbnment.  And  at  the  fame  time, 
to  ruin  the  Fa&ion  of  Sixteen,  which 
was  wholly  Spaniardizd,  he  broke 
the  Council  of  the  Vnion  :  Saying, 
That  fmce  there  was  a  Kjng  Proclaimed, 
whofe  Lieutenant  he  alfo  was  ,  there 
ought  to  be  no  other  Council  but  his, 
which  in  duty  was  to  follow  him  wherefo* 
ever  he  Jhoud  be. 

Thus  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  having 
poflefscl  himfelf  of  all  Royal  Authori- 
ty, under  the  imaginary  Title  of  ano- 
ther, and  having  overcome  all  the 
defigns  of  the  Spaniards  ,  took  the 
Field  ;  and  after  having  taken  in  the 
Caftle  of  Bois  de  Vincennes  by  compo- 
fition,  which  had  been  inverted  for  a 
year  together,  he  retook  Pontmfe,  and 
fbme  other  places,  which  hindred  the 
freedom  of  commerce  ;  and  being 
afterwards  willing  to  regain  all  the 
paffages  of  the  Seine,  thereby  to  efta- 
blifh  the  communication  oi  Paris  with 
C  c  c  2  Rouen, 
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Aniujsgo.  Rouen,  and  to  have  the  Sea  open,  he 
went  to  befiege  the  Fort  of  Meulan, 
where  he  loft  much  time  to  little  pur- 
pole ;  while  the  Legat,  againft  whom 
the  Kings  Parliament  at  Tours  had 
made  a  terrible  Decree,  was  labour- 
ing at  Paris  with  all  his  might,  that 
ho  accommodation  fhou'd  be  made 
with  the  King,  not  even  though  he 
fhou'd  be  converted. 

To  this  effe£t,  feeing  that  the  Fa- 
ction of  Sixteen,  and  the  Spaniards, 
were  extremely  weakenM,  after  what 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne  had  done  againft 
them,  and  that  the  Royalifts,  who 
were  generally  call'd  Politiques,  had 
fefum'd  courage,  and  began  to  fay  o- 
penly,  that  it  was  the  common  duty 
of  all  good  Subjects,  to  unite  them- 
felves  with  the  Catholicks  who  fol- 
io w'd  the  King  ;  he  opposM  them, 
with  a  Declaration  lately  made  a- 
gainft  them  by  the  factious  Doctors 
of  the  Sorbonne,  on  the  tenth  of  Fe- 
bruary, in  the  feme  year  1590.  For 
by  that  Decree  it  wasordainM,  That 
aWDoBors  and  Batchelors  {hou?d  have 
in  abhorrence,  andfirongly  combat,  the 
fejiikntial  and  damnable  Opinions  which 
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the  Workers  of  Iniquity  endeavour  dy 
with  all  their  force,  to  in f mate  daily  in- 
to the  Minds  of  Ignorant  and  Simple 
Men,  principally  theft  Propofttirgs.  That 
Henry  de  Bourbon  might ,  and  ought 
to  be  honour  d  with  the  Title  of  Kjng  : 
That  in  Confcience  men  might  hold  his 
Party,  and  Pay  him  Taxes,  and  acknow- 
ledge him  for  Kjng  ,  on  condition  he 
turtid  Catholick,  &c.  And  then  they 
added,  That  in  cafe  any  one  (hall  refufe 
to  obey  this  Decree,  the  P acuity  declares 
him  an  Enemy  to  the  Church  of  Gody 
Perjurd  and  Difobedient  to  his  Mother, 
and,  in  conclufwn,  cuts  him  off  from  her 
Body,  as  a  gangreerfd  Me?nber  which 
corrupts  the  refl. 

A  Decree  of  this  force  was  of  great 
fervice  to  the  Bigots  of  the  League  9 
becaufe  it  depriv  d  the  wifer  fort  of 
the  Licenfe  they  had  taken,  to  per- 
fwade  the  people  to  make  peace :  And 
the  Legat,  that  he  might  hinder  any 
from  taking  it  for  the  time  to  come, 
bethotight  himfelf,  that  a  new  Oath 
fhould  be  impos'd  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelifis ,  betwixt  his  hands ,  in  the 
Church  of  the  Auguftines ,  to  be  ta- 
ken by  all  the  Officers  of  the  Town, 
C  c  c  5  and 
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and  the  Captains  of  the  feveral  Wards, 
which  was  :  That  they  [hodd  always 
perfevere  in  the  Holy  Union  ;  that  they 
Jbou'd  Mver  make  Peace  or  Truce  with 
the  KJ^g  of  Navarre ,  and  that  they 
fbott'd  employ  their  Lives  and  Fortunes 
in  deliverance  of  their  KJng  Charles 
the  Tenth :  Which  was  alfb  enjoynM 
to  be  taken  by  all  the  Officers  of  Par- 
liament ,  and  the  other  Companies, 
no  one  man  daring  to  oppofe  it :  So 
much  had  Fear  prevailed  over  Courage 
and  Virtue  at  that  time,  even  in  thofe 
who  knowing  and  detefting  in  their 
hearts  the  injuftice  of  that  Oath, 
ought  rather  to  have  dyed,  than  bale- 
ly  to  have  a£ted  againft  their  Confci- 
ences. 

But  the  good  fuccefs  of  the  Kings 
Arms,  was  in  the  mean  time  prepa- 
ring the  means  for  them,  of  receiving 
ohe  day  an  happy  difpenfation  from 
himfelf,  of  that  abominable  Oath  by 
which  'tis  moft  jmanifeft  they  never 
cduM.be  ty  cl.  For  after  having  made 
hirtifelf  Matter  of  all  the  Lower  Nor- 
mandy $  he  made  hafte  to  relieve  the 
Fort  of  Meulan  i  andl  thereby  con- 
ftrainM  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  to  Jfaife 

his 
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his  Siege.  After  which,  having  ta- 
ken the  Bridg  of  Poijfy  by  plain  force, 
and  in  view  of  the  Enemy ;  he  led  his 
Victorious  Army  before  Dra^which 
occafionM  the  memorable  Battel  of 
Ivry. 

Since  the  taking  of  that  Town  had 
extremely  ftreightned  Paris,  by  ex- 
cluding it  on  that  fide  from  the  pat 
fage  and  the  commerce  of  Normandy ', 
La  Beauce  ,  and  the  Country  about 
Chartres  ;  the  Duke  of  Mayennt  re- 
fblv'd  to  relieve  it  with  all  his  Forces. 
For  this  purpofe,  having  received  a 
recruit  of  1 500  Lanfquenets  and  500 
Carabines,  which  King  Philip  (who 
at  the  fame  time  publifhM  his  Mtni- 
feflo  in  juftification  of  his  Arms)  had 
given  to  the  League  by  the  Duke  of 
Parma  ,  under  the  condu£fc  of  the 
Count  of  Egmont,  he  pafs'd  the  Seine 
at  the  Bridg  of  Mant,  and  advanced 
towards  Dreux  ;  yet  refolving  only 
to  put  fuccours  into  the  Town  ,  and 
to  keep  always  on  this  fide  the  River 
of  Eure^  that  he  might  avoid  the  ha- 
zard of  a  Battel.  But  upon  the  falfe 
intelligence  which  he  received  from 
his  Scouts,  that  the  King  (who  had 
C  c  c  4  really 
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^^590.  really  quitted  the  Siege  becaufe  he 
"  defign'd  to  Fight  him)  was  gone  from 
Nomncourj  and  had  taken  on  the  left 
fiand  the  way ,  to  Vermnil ,  as  if  his 
intentions  had  been  to  return  to  the 
Lower  Normandy,  he  was  conftrain'd, 
againft  his  own  opinion,  by  the  cla- 
mours of  the  Superior  Officers,  and  e- 
fpecially  by  the  young  Count  Philip  of 
Egmontpd  pais  over  the  Bridg  of  Ivryy 
and  to  purfue  the  King  in  his  feign  d 
retreat5till  he  brought  him  to  a  Battel. 
But  as  the  King,  who  wiftrd  for 
pothing  more  than  to  come  to  a 
pitchM  Field  with  him  (which  he 
fear -d  he,  would  have  declin  d)  was 
pleafingly  furpriz'd  to  find  that  he 
had  already  pals'd  the  River  ;  fb  the 
Duke  was  not  a  little  amaz'd,  when 
he  perceiv'd  that,  far  from  fhunning 
the  Engagement ,  the  King  was 
marching  *dire£Hy  towards  him,  and 
that  he  muft  be  fore  d  to  make  good 
his  challenge.  But  as  the  day  was 
already  far  fpent,  that  every  moment 
there  came  in  to  the  King  fome  Gen- 
tlemen or  Soldiers  from  the  neigbour- 
ing  Garrifons,  who  were  defirous  to 
have  their  fhare  of  honour  in  the  Bat- 
tel, 
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tel,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  /^j& 
on  his  fide  movM  not  forward,  but 
only  kept  his  ground,  observing  the 
nature  of  the  Place,  and  what  advan- 
tages might  be  taken  from  its  fcitua- 
tion  ;  the  two  Armies  which  were 
but  a  League  diftant  from  each  other, 
after  fome  light  skirmifhes,  retir'd  to 
their  Camps,  refolv'd  on  both  fides 
to  decide  the  quarrel  the  next  day, 
which  was  Wednefday  the  fourteenth 
of  March. 

Betwixt  the  River  of  Eure  and  that 
of  Itton,  which  pafles  by  Evreux  y 
there  lyes  right  over  againft  Ivry  a 
fair  Plain  ,  of  about  a  League  in 
breadth,  free  from  Hedges,  Ditches, 
Mounds,  or  even  fb  much  as  Bufhes, 
to  hinder  an  open  paffage  through  it, 
on  all  fides,  bounded  on  the  Eaft  with 
a  little  Wood,  and  the  River  of  Eurey 
on  which  the  Burrough  of  Ivry  is  fci- 
tuate  ;  and  on  the  Weft  by  the  Villa- 
ges of  St.  Andre  and  Fourcanville  , 
where  the  King  was  quarter'd  the 
Night  before  the  Battel :  In  this  Plain, 
the  Royal  Army  ,  and  that  of  the 
League,  were  drawn  up  almoft:  at  the 
fan}e  time,  betwixt  the  Hours  of  Eight 

and 
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and  Nine,  in  the  following  order. 

The  King  advancing  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred paces  before  the  Villages  of  St. 
Andre  and  Fourcanvifle,  which  he  had 
at  his  back,  formed  his  grofs  Squadron 
of  600  Horfe  in  five  Divifions,  each  of 
120:  The  firft  of  which,  wherein  he 
intended  to  Fight  in  Perfon,  was  com- 
posed of  Princes ,  Dukes ,  Counts , 
MarquefTes,  Blew  Ribbands,  and  great 
Lords,  for  the  moft  part  Catholiques, 
the  ftrength  of  his  Army  confifting 
chiefly  in  thofe  of  that  Religion :  For 
when  it  was  known  that  the  League, 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  caufe, 
was  turnM  Spaniard,  the  French  No- 
bility and  Gentry,  whofe  hearts  were 
too  generous  to  fuffer  that  fuch  a  re- 
proach fhoud  be  faftned  on  them,  a- 
bandonM  that  Party ,  and  every  day 
came  over  in  great  numbers  to  the 
King :  So  that  he  foon  found  himfeli 
in  a  condition  of  overpowering  the 
League  and  Spaniard,  with  the  aflift- 
ance  of  their  Arms ,  even  though 
there  had  not  been  an  Huguenot  in 
his  Army ;  who  in  reality  were  but 
an  inconfiderable  number,  in  compa- 
nion of  that  great  multitude  of  Sol- 
diers,. 
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diers,  and  efpecially  Gentlemen  Ca-  ^^Jj* 
tholiques  ,  which  came  in  by  whole 
Troops  together  from  all  parts,  and 
made  up  almoft  all  the  ftrength  of 
his  Army.     And  that  which    drew 
down  the  Bleffing  and  Protection  of 
God  Almighty  on  it,  was,  that  the 
day  before  the  Engagement,  when  it 
was  evident  that  the  Enemy ,  who 
had  pafs'd  the  River,  couM  not  avoid 
coming  to  a  Battel ;   thefe  Princes, 
Lords,  Gentlemen-Catholiques,  and 
Soldiers,  who  follow'd  their  example, 
were  all  at  the  celebration  of  Mafs  at 
Nor/wcanr,  and  there  communicated 
together.     The  King,  for  his  part, 
having  already  in  his  Soul  great  incli- 
nations to  be  converted  f  protefted 
the  fame  day  to  thofe  Princes  and 
Great  Perfbns,  that  he  humbly  pray'd 
the  Almighty  God,  who  is  the  fearch- 
er  of  all  hearts,  to  difpofe  of  his  Per- 
fon  in  that  bloody  day,  accordingly 
as  he  fhouM  pleafe  to  judge  it  neeef- 
fary  for  the  univerfal  good  of  Chri- 
ftendom  ,  and  in  particular  for  the 
Safety  and  repofe  of  France. 

With  thefe  pious  thoughts,    he 
placed  himfelf  the  next  morning  at 

the 
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the  Head  of  his  grofs  Squadron,  of 
fix  hundred  Horfe ;  he  was  flanckM 
on  the  right  hand  with  a  grofs  Bat- 
talion of  two  Sw'iffe  Regiments,  raised 
from  the  Cantons  oiSoleure  3  and  on 
the  left,  with  another  Battalion  of 
two  Regiments,  of  the  Canton  of 
GUris  and  oiGrifons  5  thefe  Battalions 
being  fuftain'd,  that  on  the  right 
hand,  by  the  Regiment  of  Guards 
and  of  Brignmx  ,  and  that  on  the 
left,  by  the  Regiments  of  Vignoks^ 
and  of  St.  Jem.  The  Duke  of  Mont- 
fenfier  followed  them,  drawing  a  lit- 
tle towards  the  left,  with  his  Squa- 
dron of  betwixt  5  and  600  Horfe, 
betwixt  two  Regiments,  one  of  Lanft 
quenetsJ  and  the  other  of  Swijfes,  co- 
vered by  two  Battalions,  which  were 
the  Flower  of  the  French  Infantry  ; 
the  Marfhal  £  Aumont  clos'd  his  left, 
having  in  his  Squadron  500  good 
Horfe,  flanckM  with  two  French  Re- 
giments, and  before  him,  the  light 
Horfe,  in  two  Troops,  each  confift- 
ing  of  200  men,  commanded  by  the 
Grand  Prior  their  Colonel,  and  by 
Givry  their  Marfhal  de  Camp  ; 
and  thefe  laft  had  on  their  right 

hand 
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hand,  on  the  fame  Line,  the  Baron 
de  Biron  ;  who,  with  his  Squadron 
of  250  Horfe,  cover'd  that  of  the 
Duke  of  Montptnficr  ;  and  the  Artil- 
lery of  four  Cannons  and  two  Cul- 
verines,  was  plac'd  upon  their  Left. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Marfhal  de 
Biron  ,  with  2  50  Horfe,  and  two 
French  Regiments  which  flanck'd 
him,  flood  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
grofs  Squadron  of  the  King,  after 
the  Regiment  of  Guards  and  that  of 
Brigneux  5  but  fbmewhat  backward, 
that  his  Men  might  be  for  a  Body  of 
referve  :  And  the  Count  Iheodorkk 
de  Schombergy  who  commanded  the 
Squadron  of  Reiters,  flanck'd  in  the 
fame  manner  by  two  fmall  Bodies  of 
French  Infantry  ,  made  the  right 
Wing  a  little  hollow'd,  in  form  of  a 
Crefcent,  like  the  left.  Thus  was 
the  Royal  Army  Marfhalfd,  which 
confifted  of  betwixt  9  and  10000 
Foot,  and  2800  Horfe,  divided  into 
feven  Squadrons,each  of  them  with  a 
Plotoon  of  Forlorn  Hope  before  them. 

The  Army  of  the  League  appeared 
at  the  fame  time  but  pofted  on  fbme- 
what higher  Ground,  and  more  back- 
ward 
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A^tui  590.  wards  towards  the  River,  than  it  was 
the  day  before;  being  Marfhallcl 
much  after  the  manner  of  the  Kings 
Forces,  unlefs  it  were,  that  being 
more  numerous,  as  confiding  of  4  or 
5000  Horfe,  and  of  12000  Foot,  the 
Wings  of  it  advanced  farther,and  bent 
more  inward,  in  the  form  of  a  larger 
Crefcent.  The  Duke  of  Mayeme 
with  his  Cornet  of  about  500  Horfe, 
(to  which  the  Duke  of  Nemours ,  his 
Brother  by  the  Mothers  fide,  joyn  d 
his  own  Squadron,  of  the  like  num- 
ber of  Gendarms)  plac'd  himfelf  juft 
oppofite  to  that  of  the  King,  in  the 
very  bottom  of  his  Crelcent,  betwixt 
two  grofs  Squadrons,  each  of  them 
of  6  or  700  Landers,  which  were 
F lemmings  and  Walloons ,  command- 
ed by  Count  Egmont.  They  were 
flank'd  on  their  Right  and  Left,  with 
two  grofs  Battalions  of  Swijfes,  raisM 
from  the  Catholique  Cantons,  co- 
vered with  French  Infantry  ,  and 
fianckd  with  two  Squadrons  of  Wal- 
loon Carabins. 

Thofe  were  followed  by  two  other 
Squadrons,  oneof5or6oo  Horfe  on 
the  Right  hand,  and  the  other  by  5 

or 
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or  400  on  the  Left ;  where  their  Ar- 
tillery wasplac'd,  confifting  of  two 
Culverines,  and  two  Baftard  Can- 
nons. The  Light  Horfe  men,  com- 
manded by  the  Baron  dt  Rofne,  ex- 
tended themfelves  on  the  right 
hand,  before  a  grofs  Squadron  of 
Gendarms,  which  fuftainM  them, 
and  two  Squadrons  of  Reiters,  led  by 
the  Duke  of  Brunfvick,  and  Bajfom- 
fierre  flood  on  the  right  Wing,  with 
the  Regiment  of  Horfe,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Aumale,  who  put 
them  under  the  ConduQ:  of  his  Liev- 
tenant,  that  he  might  have  liberty 
to  fight  by  the  Duke  of  Mayexnes 
fide,  in  that  formidable  grofs  of  1800 
Landers,  which  were  oppos'd  to  the 
Kings  Squadron ,  not  fo  ftrong  as 
themfelves  by  two  thirds,  and  only 
armM  with  Sword  and  Piftol,  there 
not  being  in  the  whole  Army  of  the 
King,  fo  much  as  one  fingle  Lance. 
The  Lanfquenets  of  the  League,  and 
the  reft  of  the  French  Infantry ,  were 
divided  into  raany  Battalions,  which, 
like  thofe  of  the  King,  were  plac'd 
on  the  Flanks  of  their  Sqaadrons ; 
betwixt  whom,  and  their  Battalions, 

th^re 
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f^w*  there  was  not  iaterval  enough,  to 
make  room  for  theReiters,  when 
they  were  to  wheel  about  after  di£ 
charging,  which  occafiond  their 
great  diforder. 

The  two  Armies  being  thus  Mar- 
fhall'd  about  ten  of  the  Clock,  flood 
viewing,  and  confidering  each  other 
for  fbme  time,but  in  very  different  Po- 
flures.      There    was   fcarcely    any 
thing  to  be  feen  in  that  of  the  League, 
but  Gold  and  Silver  Embroideries,  up- 
on coftly  and  magnificent  Coats  of 
Velvet,  of  all  forts  of  Colours,  and 
an  infinite  number  of  Banderolles  flut- 
tering about  that   thick  Forreft  of 
Lances,  which  feetn  d  to  threaten  the 
Overthrow  of  their  Enemies  at  the 
firft  Shock,  before  they  cou  d  come 
up  fo  clofe,  as  to  fingle  out  their  Men, 
and  difcharge  Breft  to  Breft  ;  or  even 
fo  much  as  to  hold  out  theirPiftoIs.On 
the  other  fide,  the  Kings  Army  had  no 
other  Ornament  than  Iron ;  but  their 
Joy  fparkled  in  their  Eyes,  and  all 
the  Soldiers  march'd  to  the  Fight,  as 
to  a  certain  Vi&ory  ;  efpecially  that 
invincible  Troop  of  2  or  5000  Gentle- 
men, which  were  the  Flower  of  the 

Army ; 
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Army  ;  and  whom  the  King  himfelf,  fn^J2^ 
in  plain  Armour  like  the  reft,  infpir'd 
with  Vigor   by  his  only  Prefence, 
and  the  fprightfulnefs  of  his  Beha- 
viour. 

In  the  mean  time,  when  he  had 
obferv'd,  that  if  he  approach'd  not 
nearer  to  the  Enemy ,  there  wou  d 
be  no  Battel,  becaufe  they  were  re- 
folv  d  on  the  other  fide,  to  ftand  their 
Ground,  without  quitting  their  ad- 
vantagious  Poft;  he  advanced  to- 
wards them  above  1 50  Paces,  leav- 
ing no  more  diftance  betwixt  the  two 
Armies,  than  what  was  neceffaryfbr 
the  Charge ;  and  by  that  motion, 
which  he  made  with  fb  much  judg- 
ment, and  Military  Skill ,  drawing 
fomewhat  on  the  left  hand,  that  he 
might  have  the  Wind  in  his  Back, 
which  otherwife  had  blown  the 
Smoak  of  the  Powder  in  the  Faces 
of  his  Soldiers,  he  came  up  fo  clofe 
to  the  Enemy,  that  it  was  no  longer 
poflible  to  avoid  the  Battel. 

Then  putting  on  his  Headpiece* 

the  Creft  of  which  was  fhaded  with 

three  white  Plumes,  which  might  ea- 

fily  be  difcern'd  from  far,  and  being 

D  d  d  mount- 
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mounted  on  a  large  Neapolitan  Cour- 
ier, whofe  Colour  was  of  a  brown 
Bay,  adorn'd  with  a  Tuft  of  Feathers, 
which  proudly  diftinguiftt'd  him  from 
the  reft  ;  he  made  a  ihort  Ejaculati- 
on to  God,  which  was  followed  by 
the  loud  Cries  of  Vive  le  Roy.  As 
to  thofe  Florid,  long  Orations, 
which  our  Hiftorians,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  make  for  him  and  the  Duke  of 
May  mm,  as  if  they  had  fpoken  them 
at  the  Head  of  their  Armies,  'tis  moft 
certain,  they  wTere  invented  in  the 
Studies  of  their  Authors.  For  one 
who  was  prefent  in  the  Battel,  has 
affur'd  us,  that  the  King  {poke  only 
with  hisGefture  and  his  Looks,  to 
thofe  .who  were  more  remote,  and 
laid  no  more  but  thefe  few  Words, 
to  the  great  Lords,  who  charged 
with  him  in  the  firfl:  Rank  of  his 
Squadron.  See,  my  Companions,  the 
Enemy  before  us  ;  Novo  we  have  found 
them^  our  bufinefs  is  to  fight  them,  and 
God  is  for  us.  If  you  loofe  the  fight  of 
your  Colour sr  look  about  for  ?ny  Plume 
of  Feather s^  and  rally  there  :  you  will 
find  it  in  the  dirttt  way  to  Honour  and 
to  Victory. 

For 
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For  the  Duke  of  Mavex#e9  who  ^W^r 
was  both  a  great  Captain,  and  in 
fpight  of  his  natural  Heavinefs,  a 
brave  Soldier,  when  he  was  once 
come  to  a  Refblution  of  fighting,  all 
he  did,  was  to  fhow  to  the  firft  ranks 
of  his  Army,  the  Crucifix,  which  a 
jolly  Fryar  ,  who  had  faid  publick 
Prayers ,  carried  before  him  :  He 
woud  have  it  understood  by  this  only 
gefture,  without  lofs  of  time  in  tedi- 
ous fpeeches,  which  cou  d  never  have 
been  understood,  that  it  was  for  Re- 
ligion that  they  fought  againft  Here- 
tiques  and  Promoters  of  Herefy,  who 
were  the  declarM  Enemies  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  of  his  Church. 

It  was  almoft  Noon,  when  the  King 
was  told  that  Charles  d  Humieres  , 
Marquefs  d*  Ancre,  he  who  was  in 
part  the  caufe  of  gaining  the  Battel 
of  Senlis  ,  was  coming  up  within  a 
quarter  of  a  League  of  the  Field  of 
Battel,  with  2  or  500  Gentlemen, 
whom  he  brought  with  him  out  of 
Picardy  ;  in  which  Country  ,  almoft 
all  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen , 
who  had  been  the  firft  to  fign  the 
League,  had  now  totally  relinquiih'd 
D  d  d  2  it, 
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it.  But  that  the  courage  of  the  Sol- 
diers might  not  cool,  who  were  ea- 
ger to  be  at  blows  with  the  Enemy, 
he  fatisfyM  himfelf  with  bidding  the 
Sieur  de  Vic,  who  was  Sergeant  Major 
General,  to  fhow  them  the  Poft  he 
had  appointed  for  them,  which  im- 
mediately, on  their  Arrival,  they  tool; 
up,  with  refbiution  to  fignalize  them- 
felves  that  day.  This  being  orderd, 
without  more  delay  he  gave  the  fign 
of  Battel,  and  the  work  began  with 
the  difcharge  of  their  Cannon,  which 
was  fb  well  performed  by  the  Mafter 
of  the  Ordmnct^Philikn  de  U  Quiche^ 
that  before  thofe  of  the  League  began 
to  play,  nine  Cannonades  were  given 
by  fehe  Royalifts,  which  did  great  exe- 
cution on  the  Enemy,  and  particular- 
ly fhatter'd  the  Squadrons  of  the  Rei- 
ters. 

Thus,  after  three  or  four  vollyes 
on  either  fide,  two  grofs  Squadrons, 
made  up  of  Italians  and  French  P  and 
flank'd  with  Lanfquenets,  advanced, 
and  came  up  to  the  charge ,  againft 
the  Left  Wing  of  the  Royal  Army, 
that  they  might  put  themselves  un- 
der covert  from  the  ftorm  of  the  Great 

Cum, 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

Guns.  But  the  Marfhal  £ Aumont jn\\q 
was  in  that  Wing,  having  advanced 
likewife  the  better  half  of  the  way 
to  meet  them,  drove  upon  therti  fo 
furioufly,  that  they  turned  their  backs, 
and  purfuing  them  with  (laughter  to 
the  entry  of  the  little  Wood,  which 
bounds  the  Plain,  he  immediately  re- 
turned to  his  Poft,  according  to  the 
Orders  which  he  had  received  from 
the  King- 
While  theft  men  were  fb  ill  treat- 
ed, the  Reiters  on  the  Right  Hand, 
being  defirous  to  gain  the  Cannon, 
by  which  their  Squadron  had  been  fb 
miftrably  torn ,  went  to  Charge  the 
Kings  light  Horftmen  with  fb  much 
fury,  that  they  forc'd  them  immedi- 
ately to  give  back  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  two  other  Squadrons  of  I  lem- 
mings and  Walloons  y  feeing  them  al- 
ready fhaken,  advanc d  to  break  them. 
But  the  Baron  of  Biron  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  Duke  of  Motitpenfier  on  the 
other,  charging  them  on  the  Flanks, 
firft  ftopp'd  them,  then  broke  in  up- 
on them,  and  afterwards  pierc  d  quite 
through  them  ;  and  the  Light  Horft, 
who  had  this  time  given  them  to 
'     D  d  d  i  rally, 
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Amujjvo.  rally ,  returning  to  the  charge,  the 
Reiters  gave  ground,  moft  bafely  a- 
bandoning  the  Walloons ;  and  not  be- 
ing able  to  make  their  retreat,  or  ra- 
ther to  fave  themfelves,  through  the 
intervals  which  were  too  narrow, 
they  overturn'd  their  own  men,  and 
put  all  things  in  a  terrible  confufion, 
notwithftanding  the  care  which  was 
us7d  by  the  Duke  of  Bmnfwick^  their 
Colonel,  who  was  never  able  to  rally 
them,  and  therefore  put  himfelf  into 
the  Squadron  of  Walloons  ;  defiring 
rather  to  perifh  with  thofe  valiant 
men,  who  were  inclos'd  on  all  fides, 
and  cut  in  pieces,  than  to  fave  himfelf 
by  flying  with  his  own  Runaways. 

In  this  manner  the  Battel  was  main- 
tained on  either  part ,  with  extreme 
obftinacy  for  fbme  time,  and  all  the 
Squadrons  of  both  Armies  fell  in  fb  vi- 
goroufly,  that  they  were  mix'd  with 
each  other ;  excepting  only  that  of 
Mar efchal  de  Biron^  who  with  his  Bo- 
dy of  Refer ve,  made  it  his  bufinefs  to 
hinder  the  Enemy  from  rallying, 
which  he  performed.  But  that  which 
decided  the  fortune  of  this  great  day^ 
and  affur'd  the  Victory  to  the  King, 

was 
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was  his  own  Heroick  Valour ,  which  /^i?^ 
he  made  confpicuous,  by  combating 
that  formidable  Squadron  of  1800 
Landers,  which  the  Duke  o&M&yenm 
had  made  fb  flrrong  for  no  other  rea- 
Ion,  than  to  charge  with  great  advan- 
tage of  number  upon  that  of  the  King, 
rtot  at  all  doubting  but  if  he  cou'd 
break  that  Body,  the  Vi&ory  wou'd 
be  his  own. 

Oblerving  then  that  the  Reiters 
were  abfblutely  routed ,  and  fearing 
left  they  fhou'd  dilbrder  his  men,  by 
falling  back  upon  them  ;  he  drew  af- 
ter him  that  great  Body  of  Horfe, 
and  causM   400  chofen  Carabins  to 
advance  fir  ft,  who  were  all  of  them 
arm'd  Head  and  Breaft,   whom  the 
Count  de  Tavames,  who  led  them 
up,  commanded  to  discharge  within 
five  and   twenty  Paces  of  the  firft: 
Rank  of  the  Royal  Squadron,  with 
intention  to  clear  it.      And  at  the 
fame  time,   the  Duke  of  Mayenne, 
who  appeared  at  the  Head  of  his  Men, 
mounted  on  a  Turkifh  Horfe,   the 
moft  beautiful  that  cou'd  be  feen, 
made  up  furioufly,  with  his  Lance 
couch'd,  and  follow  cl  by  the  grofs  of 
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his  Cavalry ,  to  the  Kings  own 
Troop,  which  he  believ  d  to  be  alrea- 
dy well  fhaken,  by  that  Hidden  and 
terrible  Difcharge  :  who,  neverthe- 
lefs,  fuftaind  the  fury  of  that  Shock, 
keeping  firm  in  their  Saddles ;  and 
fbme  there  were,who  had  three  Lan- 
ces broken  on  them,  without  looting 
of  their  Stirrups. 

But  the  moft  admirable  part  of  this 
Encounter,  was,  that  the  King  ad- 
vancing twice  the  length  of  his  Horfe 
before  the  Front  of  his  Squadron,  with 
his  Piftol  in  his  hand,  thruft  into  the 
midft  of  that  thick  Wood  of  Lances, 
and  charg-d  with  fb  much  ardour  of 
Courage  into  their  Rody,that  he  gave 
them  to  understand  by  this  wonder- 
ful A£Hon,  he  was  no  lefs,a  moft  vali- 
ant Soldier,  than  a  moft  expert  and 
great  Commander.  And  indeed,  he 
Was  fb  bravely  folio w'd,by  the  Princes 
and  Lords  of  that  Squadron,  whom 
his  Example  had  raisM  to  emulation, 
that  after  an  obftinate  Difpute  , 
which  endured  a  long  quarter  of  an 
hour ?  and  was  maintaind  with 
Swords  and  Piftols,  in  that  confus'd 
Medly,  where  the  Lances  were  of 
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no  farther  ufe ;  this  great  Squadron  vAnJ^}l0t 
of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne^  was  broken, 
difpers  d,  and  cut  in  pieces,  or  whol- 
ly routed;  neither  cou'd  the  Duke 
(who  that  day  performed  all  the  parts 
of  a  valiant  Soldier,  and  a  great  Ge- 
neral, even  in  the  opinion  of  the  King 
himfelf )  either  ftay  their  Flight ,  or 
rally  them  afterwards,  with  all  the 
endeavours  he  cou'd  ufe :  Infbmuch, 
that  feeing  himfelf  almoft  inclosd, 
he  retired  amongft  the  laft  of  his  men, 
to  the  Bridge  of  Ivry  ,  which  he 
causM  to  be  broken  down ,  after  he 
had  pafs'd  the  greateft  part  of  his 
routed  Army  over  it,  and  then  for  his 
own  fafety  fled  to  Mant.  The  reft, 
with  the  Duke  of  Nemours ,  the  Che- 
valier £  Awnak  ,  Rofne  ,  Tavannesy 
and  Bajfompierre ,  having  taken  the 
way  of  the  Plain,  efcap'd  to  Chmres. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Victorious 
Party  were  in  great  trouble  for  the 
King,  who  had  vanifh'd  out  of  their 
fight  in  that  grofs  Squadron  of  1800 
Lances,  into  which  he  had  chargM 
before  the  reft  ;  when  at  length  they 
beheld  him  returning,  and  bearing  a- 
loft  his  bloody  Sword ;  having  defeat- 

ed 
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Antuj^o.  ed  three  Cornets  of  VFaHoons,  which 
were  left  amongft  the  two  Battalions 
otSmffes,  and  came  defperately  upon 
him,  after  he  had  ChargM  through 
the  Duke  of  Mayennes  Squadron.  At 
his  appearance,  the  whole  Field  of 
Battel  rang  with  loud  Acclamations 
and  Shouts  of  Five  Le  Roy.  Then, 
the  Victory  being  affurM  and  ablblute, 
no  other  Enemies  remaining  in  the 
Field  but  thofe  Swiffes,  (  for  the  reft 
of  the  Foot,  and  particularly  the  Lanf 
quenets,  being  forfaken  by  their  Ca- 
valry, had  been  cut  in  pieces,  except- 
ing thofe  who  provided  early  for  their 
fafety)  the  King  ,  that  he  might  gra- 
tifie  the  Cantons,  took  them  to  mer- 
cy,  on  condition  they  fhou'd  hence- 
forth keep  more  faithfully  the  Treaty 
of  Alliance  which  they  had  made 
with  the  Crown  of  France,  and  nor 
ver  more  bear  Arms  againft  him.  Af- 
ter which^  being  accompanied  by  the 
Prince  of  Conty,  the  Duke  of  iVIW- 
penfier  ,  the  Count  of  St.  Paul,  the 
Marlhal  d  Aumont,  and%ll  t!ie  reft  of 
the  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  he  purfued 
the  Enemy  as  far  as  Rofny,  leaving 
the  Body  of  his  Army,  which  march'd 

flowly 
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flowly  after  him,  under  the  Command  **JJW; 
of  the  Marefchal  de  Biron. 

This  was  the  fucccfs  of  that  fa- 
mous Battel  of  Ivry ,    wherein  the 
League  loft  both  its  reputation  and  its 
ftrength.     Almoft  all  the  Infantry  of 
that  Party  was  cut  in  pieces,  or  taken 
Prifbners  :   Of  their  Cavalry  more 
than  1 500  were  kill'd  upon  the  place, 
or  drown'd  at  the  Foord  of  Ivry,  the 
paffage  of  which  is  extremely  dange- 
rous.    Count  Egmont,  General  of  the 
Spanifb  Troops,  and  William  otRrunf- 
wick,  Colonel  of  the  Reiters,  Natural 
Son  to  Duke  Henry,  were  found  a- 
mongft  the  flain7  and  a  fhort  time  af- 
ter honourably  interred  by  the  King's 
Order,  in  the  Church  of  Eureux  :  Be- 
fides  the  French  Soldiers  ,  whom  the 
King  commanded  to  be  fpar'd,  and 
who  took  quarter  amongft  his  Troops, 
there   were  above  400  Prifbners  of 
Quality,  amongft  whom  was  a  Count 
of  Eaft  Frieze  land ,    who  fought  a- 
mongft  the  Reiters,the  Baron  of  Ha- 
re n9  the  Sieurs  of    Medavid ,    Bois 
Dauphin    Cafietier,    Fcntain   Martel, 
Sigogne,  who  yielded  himfelf,  with 
the  Duke  of  M*yenms  Standard  to 

Rofny 
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£2iil}j£l  Rofny  (the  fame  who  was  afterwards 
Duke  de  Sully)  and  many  other  Lords 
and  Gentlemen,  as  well  Foreigners  as 
French. 

The  Cannon,  Ammunition,  Bag- 
gage, and  Standard  of  the  Flemmings, 
twenty  Cornets,  the  Standard  of  the 
Reiters,  and  above  fixty  Enfigns  of 
Foot,  without  putting  into  the  rec- 
koning the  fourfcore  Smjfe  Colours, 
which  the  King  lent  back  to  their  Su- 
periours,  were  the  illuftrious  Tefti- 
monies  of  (6  glorious  a  Victory; 
which  coft  the  Conquerour  but  little 
Blood  :  For  there  were  killM  on  the 
Kings  fide,  of  men  of  Quality,  only 
Clermont  de  Entr agues ,  Captain  of  the 
Guards,  who  was  flain  near  the  Per- 
lon  of  his  Majefty ;  the  Count  de 
Schomhergj  the  Sieurs  de  Feuqukres, 
de  Crenay,  Cornet  to  the  Duke  of 
Montpenfierj  and  de  Longauny,  an  old 
Norman  Gentleman,  aged  threefcore 
and  twelve  years,  the  only  man  who 
was  flain  by  the  Cannon  of  the 
League,  and  five  and  twenty  or  thir- 
ty Gentlemen  more,"  who  were  kill'd 
in  the  Kings  Squadron.  Amongfi: 
the  Wounded,  was  Frames  de  Ballon, 

Count 
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Count  de  Lttde  (Son  to  that  Prudent 
and  Valiant  Guy  de  Dai /Ion, Govemouv 
ofPoitou,  who  defended  Poitiers  with 
fb  much  reputation  againft  the  Admi- 
ral Coligni,  and  preierv'd  that  Pro- 
vince to  the  King,  with  fo  much  Fide- 
lity and  Valour  againft  the  Hugonots 
and  Leaguer  s^tQ  whom  he  was  always 
a  profeft  Enemy)  Henry  de  Lavaly 
Marquefs  de  Nejle  ,  the  Count  of 
Choify,  the  Sieurs  /O,  de.  Rofny*  Lau- 
<vergney  Monlo'net,  and  about  twenty 
other  Gentlemen,  who  were  all  curJd 
of  their  Wounds. 

That  which  was  yet  more  won- 
derfully remarkable,  and  which  de- 
monftrates  the  peculiar  care  whiclj 
God  Almighty  took  of  his  Majefties 
rightful  Caufe  ,  was,  that  on  the 
fame  day,  Jean  Louis ,  de  Rouche- 
foiicault9  Count  of  Randan,  General 
of  the  League  in  Auvergne,  who  be* 
(ieg'd  the  Town  of  Iffoire,  loft  both 
his  Life  and  his  little  Army  ;  which 
was  entirely  defeated  by  the  Marquefs 
of  Cur  ton,  Head  of  the  Royalijis ;  and 
that  the  Sieur  de  Lanfac,  who  endea- 
vourd  to  have  furpris'd  Mans  for  the 
League,  whole  Party,   after  having 

once 
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once  abandon  d  it,  he  had  again  e- 
(pous'd,  was  bravely  repuls'd  from 
before  the  Town.  To  conclude, 
fince  that  happy  day,  the  Royal  Par- 
ty had  a  continu  d  feries  of  profperi- 
ty5in  every  Province  of  Frame,  and  in 
a  multitude  of  occafions,  which  it  is 
not  my  bufinefs  to  relate  paticularly  ; 
becaufe  my  Defign  is  only  to  relate 
the  mod  effential  affairs  of  the  Lea?ue% 
and  not  to  involve  my  felf  too  far  in 
the  Hiftory  of  France ,  which  compre- 
hends much  more  than  I  have  under- 
taken. 

Following  therefore  this  Models 
which  I  have  propos'd  to  my  felf,  that 
which  I  ought  to  oblerve  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  is,  that  this  glorious  Vi&ory, 
hadcaus'd  the  immediate  and  total 
ruine  of  the  League ;  if  after  the  Sur- 
render of  Vernon,  and  Mant,  which 
yielded  the  next  day,  the  King,  who 
was  now  Mafter  of  all  the  Paffages  of 
the  Seine,  as  far  up  as  Paris,  had  pre- 
iented  him(elf,with  his  vi£tarious  Ar- 
my, before  that  Capital  City  of  his 
Kingdom,  which  at  that  time,  was 
neither  provided  with  Viftuals,  nor 
Ammunition,  nor  Governour,  nor 

Gar- 
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Carrifon,  and  wherein  the  People,  ^^ 
who  found  themfelves  deftitute  of 
all  thefe  things,  were  already  waver- 
ing in  a  general  Confternanon, 
For  tis  exceeding  probable,  that  the 
Politiques,  doubly  encouraged  by  his 
Vi&ory  and  by  his  Pretence,  had 
carry'd  it  over  the  Sixteen,  and  had 
open'd  the  Gates  to  him.  And  in- 
deed this  very  Counfel  was  given 
him  by  the  wife  La  Noiie ;  but  whe- 
ther it  were  that  the  Marlhal  de  Birony 
who  had  no  great  inclinations  to  re- 
tire to  his  Country- Houfe,  and  mind 
his  Gardening,  defir'd  to  fpin  out  the 
War,  and  therefore  gave  him  a  con- 
trary Advice  ;  orthat  perhaps  it  was 
his  own  Opinion,  as  not  believing 
himfelf  yet  ftrong  enough  for  fuchan 
Attempt,  he  continued  fifteen  days  at 
Mknte ,  without  enterprifing  any 
thing  againft  the  Leaguers ;  to  whom 
he  gave  leifure  by  that  means  to  re- 
cover Courage,  and  put  themfelves 
into  a  condition  of  Refiftance. 

In  efFe£t,  the  falfe  Relations  which 
were  Ipread  amongft  the  People,  to 
iboth  them  into  a  Belief,  that  th& 
Lofs  which  they  had  received,  was 

not 
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not  lb  confiderable  as  was  at  firft  re* 
ported ;  the  Sermons  of  their  Preach- 
ers ,  the  Promifes  of  the  Spaniards, 
the  Prefence  of  the  Legate,  and  of  the 
Arch-bifliop  of  Lyons,  who  not  long 
before  had  been  ranfomM  by  the 
League,  and  the  good  order  which 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne  had  caus'd  to 
be  eftablifh'd  in  Paris,  which  he  left 
well  garrifbn'd  with  his  Souldiers, 
before  he  went  from  St.  Dennis ,  to 
draw  near  to  the  Low-Countries,  from 
whence  he  expected  new  fupplies  : 
all  thefe  Confiderations  put  to- 
gether, buoyd  up  their  finking  fpirits, 
and  gave  them  new  courage,  fb  that 
there  appear  d  no  manner  of  commo- 
tion in  the  Town:  but  all  was  hufhcl 
and  peaceable,  and  a  refblution  taken 
to  defend  themfelves  to  the  laft  Ex- 
tremity. 

As  indeed  they  did  not  long  time 
after,  during  the  Siege  of  Paris,  fb 
much  to  the  wonder  and  amazement 
of  Mankind,  that  it  may  be  placd  in 
the  number  of  thole  extraordinary 
and  admirable  accidents  which  may 
be  calFd  the  Miracles  of  Hiftory ; 
and  which  wou'd  never  enter  into  the 

belief 
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belief  of  men,  if  they  were  not  flip-  ^^J2^ 
ported  with  an  infinite  number  of 
moft  credible  witnefTes.    For,  in  con- 
clufion,  the  King  well  knowing,  that 
the  end  of  the  War ,    and  of  the 
Le'ague,  depended  abfblutely  on  the 
taking  of  Paris,  refblv'd  to  defer  no 
longer  the  laying  hold  on  that  occafi- 
on,  which  he  believed  to  be  ftill  with- 
in his  reach,  not  perceiving  that  al- 
ready he  had  let  it  flip  by  his  long  de- 
lay.    He  departed  therefore  out  of 
Mante  on  the  laftof  March,  with  his 
Army,   confifting  at  that  time,   of 
12000  Foot,  and  betwixt  3  and  4000 
Horfe,  and  during  the  Moneth  of  A- 
?ril,  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Corbeil, 
Melun ,   Bray,   Montereau-faut-¥onney 
Lag ny,  Beaumont  uponOy/e,  Provin$% 
and  the  Bridges  of  St.  Maury  and  Cha- 
re nt  on.- 

The  Intelligence  which  he  held  in 
Sens,  having  not  fucceeded,  he  gave 
two  brisk  AfTaults  to  it ,  in  both 
which,  his  men  were  vigoroufly  re- 
puls'd,  by  the  Lord  Chanvallon,  Ja- 
qttes  de  Harlay,  who  there  command- 
ed for  the  League.  Notwithstanding 
which,  that  great  Prince,  who  was 
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Am.  1590-  a  true  lover  of  all  brave  men,  being 
Vl,^^v>^  afterwards  acquainted  with  his  ex- 
cellent Parts,  and  his  inviolable  fide- 
lity, reposM  great  confidence  in  him ; 
infbmuch  that  he  placed  him  with  the 
Duke  of  Lorraine   to   retain   him, 
as  he  always  did,  in  the  Interefts  of 
Frame.     But  the  King,  unwilling  to 
loofe  more  time,  on  a  place  which 
was  fb  well  defended,and  which,if  he 
fhouM  take,  woud  contribute  nothingj 
to  the  Execution  of  his  main  De-' 
fign  ;  as  alfb  knowing,  that  by  means 
of  the  Towns  and  Bridges,  of  which 
he  already  flood  poffefs 'd ,    he  held 
fhut  up  the  four  Rivers  that  fiipplyM 
Paris  ;  he  went  from  thence,  to  be- 
fiege  that  City,  about  the  end  of  the 
Moneth,  without  expecting  certain 
Conferences  which  the  League  pro- 
posed, as  he  believ'd,  either  to  delay, 
or  to  divert  him.    And  that  he  might 
have  the  freedom  offending  out  Par- 
ties through  the  whole  adjoyning 
Country,  on  both  fides  of  the  Seiney 
thereby   to  hinder  the  Town  from 
receiving  Provifions  by  Land,  he  made 
a  Bridge  of  Boats  fbmewhat  below 
Conflans ;  lb  that  Pans  was  immedi- 
ately 
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ately    inverted    on  all  Quarters. 

There  were  fbme,  and  amongft  o- 
thers  La  NoHe3  with  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Hfo.-^ots,  who  had  not  much 
kindnefs  for  the  Pari  funs,  defir'd  that 
the  Town  might  be  alTaulted  as  ima- 
gining it  might  be  carryM  by  plain 
force  at  the  firfl:  attempt,  and  that 
the  Cirifens,  who  are  never  fo  very 
flout,  as  when  they  have  got  behind 
their  Barricades,  woud  not  be  alto- 
gether focouragious  upon  the  Works. 
This   was  rheir  Opinion  ;  but  it  ma- 
niferth  appeard,  by  the  Skirmifhes 
and  other  Tryals  which  were  made 
in  the  beginning  of  the  ciege,and  by 
which  ,   the  Kings  Party    were  no 
great   gainers  ;    that  thofe  Gentle- 
men had    taken  no  juit  meafures. 
Ld  N.ne  himfelf,  who  wou'd  needs 
attacque  the  Fauxbotttg  St.  Martin^ 
was  beaten  off  with  lofs  ;  and  learnt, 
to  his  coft,  by  a  Mnfquet  Shot,  which 
wounded  him  in  the  Thigh,  anddif- 
abled  him  from  fighting,  that  he  had 
to  do  with  galianc  men,  who  were 
neither    to    be  vanquifh'd   at    the 
Breach,  nor  by  fcaiing,-  lb  eafily  as 
he  believ'd.      There  were  at  that 

E  e  e  2  time 
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time  in  Paris,  not  above  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  Souls ;  be- 
caufe  almoft  half  the  Inhabitants  ap- 
prehending the  confequences  of^ 
Siege,  were  departed  out  of  it  and 
the  wealthier  fort  of  Citifens,  who 
had  the  Courage  to  continue  there, 
had  lent  off  their  Wives  and  Chil- 
dren to  other  Places.  But  a  Garri- 
fbn  which  the  Pari  funs  had  received, 
of  5  or  6000  old  Spanijh Souldiers, 
LanfquenetSy  Swiffes,  and  French,  and 
50000  Citifens  well  arm'd,  and  re- 
fblvd  to  perifh  in  the  Defence  of 
their  Town  and  Religion,  (for  which 
they  were  perfwaded  that  they 
fought)  had  not  eafily  been  forc'd  by 
that  little  Army ,  which  rather 
feemM  to  block  them  up,  than  to 
befiege  them. 

And  befides  the  young  and  valiant 
Duke  of  Nemours  their  Governour, 
had  exellently  well  provided  for  all 
things,  during  more  than  a  raoneth, 
which  he  had  to  prepare  himfelf  for 
the  fiiftaining  of  this  memorable 
Siege,  wherein  by  his  Courage  and 
good  Condu£l,  he  acquired  the  Re- 
putation of  an  old  experiencd  Gene- 
ral 
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ral.For  he  had  fortify 'd  all  the  weakeft  ^^ 
parts,  repair'd  the  Breaches  of  the 
Walls,  new  raise!  the  Ramparts  and 
the  TerrafTes,  drawn  large  Retrench- 
ments, both  within  and  without  the 
heads  of  the  Fanxhourgs,  prepaid 
Chains/and  Barrels  filPd  with  Earth, 
to  make  Barricades  for  all  the  Streets, 
that  the  Enemies  might  be  ftopp  d  at 
every  PafTage,  while,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  were  to  be  flaughter'd 
with  Musket  Shot,  and  Stones  from 
Windows,  after  they  ftiou'd  have  en- 
terd  the  Town.  He  had  earth'd  up 
the  greateftpart  of  the  Gates,  bea- 
ten down  the  Houfes,  which  might 
have  been  of  Service  to  the  Enemy  ; 
caft  and  mounted  above  threefcore 
pieces  of  Cannon',  which  were  plant- 
ed on  the  Ramparts,  and  (hut  up  the 
River  both  above  and  below,  by 
mafly  Chains,  fuftain'd  by  Palifades, 
and  defended  by  flrong  Corps  de 
Guard,  to  preferve  the  Town  frorej 
being  furpriz'd,  and  to  hinder  the 
Entrance  into  it  at  low  water.  In 
conlufion,  he  had  forgot  nothing,  that 
couM  poflibly  be  neceffary  for  a  ftout 
Defence,  ana  for  the  repulfing  Force 
by  Force,  E  e  e  5  Vox 
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For  which  caufe,  the  King,\vho  un- 
derftood  the  difficulty  better   than 
thofe  about  him,  who,  at  that  time, 
lifteifd  rather  to  their  Paflion  than 
their  Reafon,  being  not  of  Opinion, 
that  his  Enterprife  cou'd  fucceed  by 
Affaultjin  the  prefent  condition  of  his 
Affairs,  always  reje&ed  that  Advice  ; 
befides  loving  his  Subjects  with  a  pa- 
ternal Affe£tion,  and  principally  Pa- 
f&\  as  he  has  always  made  it  mani- 
feft,  he  cou'd  never  refclve  on  the 
Deftru&ion  of  the  faireft  Flower  in 
his  Crown,  and  the  nobleft  City  in 
the  Univerfe.  by  taking  ir  in  the  way 
which  they  adVis'd  ;  which  had  been 
to  expole  it  to  the  Fury  of  his  Men 
of  War,  and  efpecially  of  the  Hu- 
gonots ,   who ,  in  revenge  of  their 
Maffecre  at  St.  Bartholomew,    wou'd 
have  lay'd  it  defblate  with  Fire  and 
Sword. 

He  refblv'd  therefore  to  take  it  by 
"Famine,  not  doubting,  but  that  all 
the  Paflages  for  Provisions  being  fhut 
up,  it  wou'd  fbon  be  forcd  to  a  Sur- 
render for  want  of  Bread*  And  cer- 
tainly his  Defign  was  very  reafonably 
lay  cl,  and  according  to  all  appea- 
rances^ 
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ranees  ought  to  have  fucceeded,  if  /^'jtf0- 
his  Expeftation  had  not  been  deceiv'd, 
by  one  of  the  moft  wonderful  Prodi- 
gies of  invincible  Patience,  or  rather 
extream  Obftinacy,  in  that  almoft 
unimaginable  Diftrefs,  to  which  they 
were  redue'd. 

I  fhall  not  here  defcribe  it  in  all  the 
exa&nefs  of  its  Circumftances  ;  'tis 
enough  if  I  barely  fay,  what  is  gene- 
rally known  to  all  the  World,  that 
the  common  Provifions,  which  were 
well  husbanded,  and  diftributed  ve- 
ry fparingly,  were  confum'd  in  the 
month  o^June\  that  the  Fauxbourgs 
being  taken  in  July,  they  were  Ihut 
up  in  the  Town,  and  reftrain  d  from 
going  out  to  fearch  for  Herbs,  Leaves, 
and  Roots,in  the  neighbouring  Fields, 
and  in  the  Ditches :  that  after  they 
had  eaten  their  Horfes,  Affes,  Dogs, 
and  Cats,they  weire  reducd  inJugufty 
to  Rats  and  Mice,  and  then  to  Skins 
and  Leather,  and  an  abominable  kind 
of  Bread,  which  inftead  of  Meal,  was 
made  of  the  Powder  of  dead  mens 
Bones,  taken  out  of  the  Churchward 
of  St.  Innocent ;  that  there  were 
fbme,  whom  that  Famine  (by -which 
E  e  e  4  twen- 
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fej^f*.  twenty  thoufand  perfbns  dyed) 
*  brought  to  thofe  horrible  Extremi- 
ties which  are  mentioned  in  the  Sie- 
ges of  Samaria  and  Jerufalem.  Not- 
withftanding  all  which  Miferies,  'tis 
wonderful  to  confider,  that  the  Pa- 
rijians,  accuftomd  to  Plenty,  and  e- 
vento  live  luxurioufly,  chofe.rather 
to  endure  this  dreadful  Famine  to  the 
end,  and  to  expofe  themfelves  to 
certain  Death,  whofe  terrible  Image 
they  had  day ly  before  their  Eyes  in 
every  Street,  than  to  hear  the  lead 
word  of  a  Surrender. 

And  queftionlefs,  they  had  many 
Inducements,  which  contributed  o- 
their  obftinate  Refblution  of  fuffer 
ing  fb  long  and  fb  contentedly.  The 
Examples  of  the  Princeffes  and  great 
Ladies,  who  fatisfy'd  Nature  with  a 
very  fmall  Pittance  of  Oat  Bread, 
taught  them  to  bear  thofe  Miferies 
with  conftancy  of  Mind,  which  their 
Superiours  of  a  more  delicate  and  ten- 
der Sex,  fupported  with  fb  much 
chearfulnefi  of  Spirit.  Add  to  this, 
the  great  Care  and  Vigilance  of  their 
Heads,  to  hinder  Tumults  and  Sedi- 
tions, an$  the  immediate  Execution 

of 
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of  Mutineers.  Then  the  Awe  and  AmhJ^2c 
Terrour  which  was  ftruck  into  them 
by  the  Sixteen ,  who  had  refum'd 
their  firft  Authority  in  the  Town; 
and  who  commonly  threw  into  the 
Seiqe,  without  judicial  Procefs,  or 
form  of  Law,  all  fuch  as  were  fuf~ 
pe&ed  to  hold  Intelligence  with  the 
King,  or  to  make  the  leaft  mention 
of  a  Treaty.  But  the  moft  comforta- 
ble consideration,  was  the  great'Alms, 
which  were  daily  diftributed  amongft 
the  Poor,  by  the  Order,  and  at  the 
Charges  of  the  Legat  Cajetan,  the 
Archbifhop  of  Lions  ,  the  Spanilh 
Embaffador,  the  Wealthieft  of  the 
Gity  Companies,  and  the  Cardinal 
Goncly  Bifhop  of  Paris,  who  volunta- 
rily inclos'd  himfelf  within  thofe 
Walls,  for  the  Relief  and  Eafe  of  his 
poor  Flock.  Befides,  they  had  no 
fmall  Encouragement  from  the  falfe 
Reports  which  the  Dutchefs  of 
Montpenfier,  who  was  very  skilful  in 
coining  News,  causM  dayly  to  be 
fpread  about  Paris ,  and  the  AfTuran- 
cesby  Letters,  whether  true  or  forg'd^ 
which  fhe  faid  fhe  had  receiv'd  from 
her  Brother  the  Duke  of  M*yeme, 

from 
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^j5£o.  from  time  to  time,  of  fpeedy  Suo* 
cours  :  All  which  Confiderations^ 
ferv'd  not  a  little  to  encourage  the 
People,  and  to  inure  them  to  that 
wonderful  fufferance  of  their  Mife* 
lies. 

But  after  all,  it  muft  be  ingenu- 
oufly  acknowledged,  that  the  Caufe 
which  principally  produc'd  this  great 
£ffe£t,  was  the  Zeal  of  Religion, 
which •  was  eafily  infpir'd  into  the 
People  of  Paris,  and  the  great  care 
which  they  took  to  perfwade  them, 
as  really  they  did,  that  it  was  no  lefs 
than  to  betray  it,  and  expofe  it  to 
the  inevitable  danger  of  being  utter- 
ly deftroy'd,  as  had  happen5d  in  En- 
gland,  if  thev  fhou'd  fubmit  them- 
felves  to  a  King,  who  made  an  open 
Profeflion  of  Calvinifm.  For  in  fine, 
they  omitted  no  manner  of  Arts,  and 
of  Perfwafions,  to  make  this  Opinion 
be  fwalloVd  by  the  Multitude,  and 
consequently  to  harden  them  againfl: 
the  fear  of  Death  it  felf,  rather  than 
endure  the  Dominion  of  a  Prince 
who  was  an  Heretique.  Iruhefirft 
place,  they  made  ufe  of  the  Sorbon- 
mfisy  which  (as  their  Liberty  was 

then 
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then  opprefs'd)  immediately  friade  a 
new  Decree,  on  the  feventh  of  May, 
in  which  it  is  declare!,  That  Henry 
de  Bourbon,  being  a  relapsed  Heretick, 
and  excommunicated  perfonally  by  our 
Holy  Father ;  there  was  manifeft  dan- 
ger',  that  he  wou*d  deceive  the  Churchy 
and   ruine   the   Catholique    Religion , 
though  he  {lioitd  obtain  an  exteriour  Ab- 
folution,  and  that  therefore  the  French 
are  obligd  in  Confcience  ,    to    hinder 
him  with  all  their  Power ,  from  coming 
to  the  Crown,  in  cafe  KJng  Charles  the 
Tenth  fhoufd  dye,  or  even  if  he  fhoud 
releafe  his  Right  to  him  ;  and  that,  as 
all  fuch  who  favour  his    Party  9    are 
actually  Defer  ters  of  Religion,  and  con* 
tinue   in   mortal  Sin,     which    makes 
them  liable  to  eternal  Damnation  ;  fo 
alfo,  by  the  fame  reafon,  all  fuch  as  {hall 
-per [ever e  to  the  Death  in  refifiance  of 
him,  as  Cha?npons  of  the  laith,  fhall 
be  rewarded  with  the  Crown  of  Martyr- 
dom. 

On  the  occafion  of  this  newDecree, 
a  General  Aflembly  was  held  at  the 
Town-Houle ,  where  all  the  Af- 
fiftants  were  fworn  to  dye,  rather 
than  to  receive  an  Heretick  King. 

This 
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^JHd9  This  Oath  was  renewM  yet  more  1b- 
lemnly  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  be- 
twixt  the  Hands  of  the  Legat,  at  the 
foot  of  the  great  Altar  of  the  Church 
of  Noftredame,  after  a  general  Proce£ 
(ion,  at  which,  befides  the  Clergy, 
were  prefent,  all  the  Princes  an< 
Princeffes,  and  all  the  Companies,  th< 
Bifhops  and  Abbots,  the  Colonels  and 
Officers,  and  the  Perfbns  of  Quality, 
follow  cl  byvaft  Multitudes,  of  Peo- 
ple, where  the  Reliques  of  .all.  the 
Churches  in  Paris  were  carryed.This 
Oath,  reduced  into  Writing,  was 
fent  to  every  Houfe,  by  the  Over- 
leers  of  the  feveral  Wards,  who  o- 
bligM  all  perfons  to  take  it.  After 
which,  the  Parliament  made  an  Or- 
dinance, prohibiting,  on  pain  of 
Death,  that  any  one  Ihou  d  fpeak  of 
making  a  Compofition  with  the  King 
of  Navarre,  and  above  all  the  reft, 
the  Preachers  of  theLe^e,  and  the 
famous  Cordelier  Panigarok\  Bifhop 
of  Aft,  with  Bellarmme  the  Learned 
jefait,  who  both  acted  in  Conjun£U- 
on  with  them ;  the  Divines  of  the 
hzgz.t  Cajetav,  who  preachM  like  the 
reft,  during  the  Siege,  encouraged 

their 
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their  Auditors  to  fuffer  all  Miferies, 
rather  than  fubje£t  themfelves  to  an 
Heretick,  alluring  them,  according 
to  the  Decree  of  the  Sorbonne^  that 
if  they  fhouM  loofe  their  Lives  for 
fiich  a  Caufe,  they  dyd  undoubtedly 
for  the  Faith,  and  were  to  be  efteem'cl 
no  left  than  Martyrs. 

There  alfb  happened  an  Accident, 
which  as  fantastical  and  ridiculous  as 
it  appear  cl,  was  yet  of  ufe  to  ani- 
mate the  People,  and  to  fortifie  them 
in  their  Belief,  that  it  was  their  Du- 
ty to  make  oppofition,  even  to  Death, 
againft  the  letting  up  an  Heretick 
King.  For  above  twelve  hundred 
E<Stlefiafticks,  as  well  Seculars  as  Re- 
|  gulars ,  amongft  whom,  were  the 
'  moft  reformed,  and  moft  auftere  of 
every  Order,  fuch  as  were  the  Car- 
thufians,  Minimes,  Capuchins^  and  leu- 
UUnts,  made  a  kind  of  Mufter,  march- 
ing in  Rank  and  File  through  the 
Streets,  wearing  over  their  ordinary 
Habits,  the  Arms  of  Foot  Soldiers, 
having  William  F.oze  the  Bifhop 
of  Senlis  at  their  Head,  and  the  Fi- 
gures of  the  Crucifix  and  the  Blefled 
Virgin  flanting  in  their  Standard,  to 

make 
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make  it  appear,  that  fince  Religion 
was  the  Matter  in  difpute ;  their  Pro- 
feffion,  as  peaceable  as  it  was,  gave 
them  no  Difpenfation  in  that  Cafe, 
from  hazarding  their  Lives  in  War 
like  other  Men,  and  that  they  were 
all  relblvM  to  dye  with  their  Bre- 
thren, in  the  Defence  of  Faith. 

All  Paris  ran  to  this  Spiritual  Show, 
which  was  like  to  have  prov'd  fatal  to 
the  Legat ;  for  making  a  Stop  with 
his  Coach  at  the  end  otPont  No  (Ire- 
dame ,  to  behold  this  noble  Spectacle 
of  the  Church  Militant ;  while  they 
were  giving  a  Salve  in  honour  of  him, 
one  of  thoie  good  Fathers,  who  &ad 
borrowed  his  Musket  from  a  Citifen, 
and  knew  not  that  it  was  charged 
with  Bullets,  let  fly,  with  no  worfe 
Intention  than  to  fhow  his  Manhood, 
and  fairly  kilPd  one  of  his  men  who 
late  in  the  Boot ;  which  caused  the 
Prelate,  who  lik'd  not  that  unchrifti- 
an  Proceeding  very  well,  to  make 
hafte  away  for  his  own  Security. 
But  this  made  no  other  Irnpreffion  in 
ih&Parifiansy  than  to  confirm  them 
in  their  Refolution ;  For  when  they 
beheld  their  ConfelTours  and  Guides 

of 
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of  their  Conferences,  in  that  War-  ^^ 
like  Pofture,  they  believd  fuch  men 
wou'd  never  have  appear  d  in  Arms, 
unlefs  they  were  fatisfy'd  that  it  was 
for  the  Caufe  of  God,  in  which  it 
was  their  common  Duty  both  to  live 
and  dye. 

But  what  moft  confirmed  them  in 
this  Belief,  was,  that  the  King,  whofe 
hour  of  Converfion  was  not  yet  come, 
wou'd  never  hear  fpeak  of  it,  in  any 
Overtures  which  were  made  to  no 
purpofe  for  a  Peace.  And  though 
the  Duke  of  Nemours  y  whom  he  had 
invited  by  a  kind  Letter  to  Submiflion, 
fince  he  had  already  fatisfy'd  his  Ho- 
nour  to  the  full,  had  protefted,  that 
he  wou  d  be  the  firflr  to  throw  himfelf 
at  his  Feet,  and  that  he  wou'd  make 
it  his  Bufines  too,  that  Farts  (hou  d 
acknowledge  him,  provided  he  re- 
turned into  the  Church,  he  always 
reje&ed  that  Propofition.  On  which 
account,  w7hatfbever  folemn  Promifes 
he  made,  that  he  wou  d  maintain  the 
Catholique  Religion ;  the  Parifeans, 
(to  whom  their  Preachers,  who  had 
an  abfblute  Dominion  over  their 
Conferences,  ftill  reprefeated  the  Ex- 
ample 
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^jj^o.  ample  of  England)  cou'd  never  re- 
lolve  to  confide  in  him.  Thus,  being 
perfwaded  that  it  was  impoflible  for 
them  to  furrender,  without  giving  up 
their  Religion  by  the  fame  A£t ;  they 
had  the  Courage,  in  the  midft  of  their 
Sufferings,  to  expe£t  the  great  Suc- 
cours which  the  Duke  of  Farms 
brought  to  their  Relief  at  the  end  of 
Attguft.  And  that  excellent  Com. 
mander,  without  giving  Battel,  (to 
which  the  King,  who  was  conftraind 
to  retire  with  all  his  Forces  from  be- 
fore Paris j  cou'd  never  force  him,  fb 
well  he  was  retrenched  at  Clay)  had. 
the  Glory  to  execute  his  own  de- 
fign,  and  after  his  own  manner,  by 
taking  Lagny  in  "the  fight  of  the 
King,  and  freeing  Paris,  which  was 
the  end  of  his  Undertaking.  It  be- 
longs to  the  general  Hiftory  of  Frame, 
to  deicribe  all  the  particular  PaiTages 
of  that  famous  Expedition ;  I  fliall 
only  lay  (thac  Ijj  may  omit  nothing 
which  precilely  concerns  my  Subje£t) 
that  before  the  King  had  licensed  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry  which  attend- 
ed him,  to  depart,  and  divided  his 
Forces  into  feveral  finall  Bodies,  as 

/  he 
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he  afterwards  did,  he  woud  needs   ^  i&<k 
make    a    laft    Attempt    upon    the 
Town. 

To  which  effe£t,on  Saturday  night, 
the  eighth  of  September,  he  conveyed 
fecretly  three  or  four  thoufand  cho- 
fen  Soldiers  into  the  Fmxbourgs,  St. 
Jacques j  and  St.  Marceau,  under  the 
Leading  of  the  Count  de  Chuftillon,  to 
fcale  the  Walls  betwixt  thofe  two 
Gates  after  Midnight,while  the  Town 
was  buried  (as  it  were)  in  the  depth 
of  Sleep.  For  he  believ'd  not  that 
the  Parijians,  who  knew  that  his  Ar- 
my was  drawn  up  in  Battalia  on  the 
Plain  of  Bonsty,  all  Saturday,  wou'd 
keep  themfelves  upon  their  Guard, 
on  that  fide  which  he  purposed  to  at- 
taque.  But  as  fome  notice  had 
been  given  of  his  Defigq,  and  that 
befides,  his  Troops  cou'd  not  podibly 
enter  thofe  Tauxbourgs  ,  without 
noife,  the  Allarm  was  immediately 
taken,  the  Bells  were  rung,  and  the 
Citizens  inCrouds  mounted  the  Ram- 
parts, efpecially  ,  where  he  meant 
to  have  planted  his  Ladders.  But  at 
laft,  when  after  a  long  Expe&ation, 
no  Enemy  appeared ,  and  that  no 
F  f  f  more 
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more  noife  was  heard,  becaufe  the 
Kings  Soldiers,  who  were  coverM  by 
the  Fanxbourgs,  made  not  the  leaft 
motion,  and  alio  kept  a  profound  Si- 
lence, it  was  taken  only  for  a  falfe 
Alarfti.  The  Bells  ceasM  ringing, 
and  every  man  retir'd  to  his  own 
Lodging,  excepting  only  ten  Jefuites, 
who  being  more  vigilant  than  the 
reft,  continu'd  all  the  remainder  of 
that  Night  on  the  fame  Poft,  which 
was  not  far  diftant  from  their  Col- 
ledge. 

Tn  thetnean  time,  the  Soldiers  of 
Chaflillon ,  who  were  fbftly  crept 
down  into  the  Ditch,  began  about 
four  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning,  to 
fet  up  their  Ladders,  being  favoured 
by  a  thick  Mift,  which  hindred  them 
from  being  difcern'd.  The  Defign 
was  well  enough  lay'd,  for  there 
needed  not  above  ten  or  twelve  men 
to  have  got  over  into  the  Town,  who 
might  have  open'd  the  Gate  of  St. 
Marceatt  to  their  Fellows,  by  rfieans  ©f 
a  Correfpondence  which  was  held 
with  a  Captain,  belonging  to  that 
Quarter;  after  which  it  had  been 
eafie  to  have  poiTeft  themfelves  of  the 

Uni- 
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Univerfity,  and  confequently  both 
the  Town  and  the  City,  wou  d  have 
fubmitted  thfemfelves  to  the  King, 
rather  than  have  e&pos'd  Paris  as  a 
Prey  to  two  great  Armies,  by  admit- 
ting that  of  the  Duke  oi  Parma,  at 
the  Gate  of  St.  Martin. 

But  the  Vigilance  of  the  ten  Jefii- 
ites,  broke  all  thefe  Meafures  which 
were   fb  juftly  taken  ;   for  having 
heard  a  Noife  in  the  Ditch,  which 
was  made  by  thofe  who  were  fetting 
up  their  Ladders  againft  the  Walls; 
they  cry 'd  out  as  loud  as  they  cou'd 
ftretch  their  Voices,    to  Arms,  to 
Arms.     Notwithftanding  which,  the 
Soldiers  were  flill  getting  up,  and  the 
firft  of  them,  who  was  ready  to  leap 
upon    the    Rampart ,    happen  d    to 
fhow  his  Head,  juft  where  one  of 
thofe    honeft  Fathers    was   placdj 
who  gave  him  fuch  a  lufty  knock, 
with  an  old  Halbard,  which  he  had 
in  his  hand,  as  he  flood  Gentry,  that 
he  broke  it  in  two  upon  his  Head, 
and    tumbled  him  down  with  the 
Blow  into  the  Ditch.     The  Compa- 
nions of  this  valiant  Jefuite,  did  as 
mueh  to  two  other  Soldiers,  and  a 
F  f  f  2  fourth^ 
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Am.  i  $90.  fourth,  who  was  already  got  up,  and 
^^  held  his  Ladder  with  one  Hand,  to 
defcendinto  the  Town,  and  with  the 
other  a  broad  Curtle-axe,  to  cleave 
the  Head  of  the  firft  who  fhou'd  op- 
pofe  him,  was  ftopp'd  fhortby  two 
of  thefe  Fathers,  who,  each  of  them, 
with  a  Partizan ,  fb  vigoroufly 
pufh'd  him,  that  notwithftanding  all 
the  Blows  which  he  made  in  vain, 
at  too  great  a  diftance,  for  fear  of 
their  long  Weapons,  they  fore  d  him 
at  the  laft  to  quit  his  Ladder,  and 
having  hurt  him  in  the  Throat,  o- 
verturnM  him  backward  into  the 
Ditch  after  his  Fellows. 

Ann.  1 591.  The  two  firft  Citizens  who  ran  to 
their  Relief,  were  the  Advocate 
William  Balden,  and  the  famous  Book- 
feller  Nicholas  Nivelle ;  thefe  two, 
finding  one  of  thofe  Jefuites  grap- 
pling with  a  Soldier,  who  was  get- 
ting up  in  fpight  of  tjie  poor  Fathers 
weak  refiftance,  came  into  the  refcue, 
and  lent  him  their  helping  Hands  to 
kill  him :  And  the  Advocate  imme- 
diately turning  himf elf  to  another, 
who  had  already  got  upon  the  Ram- 
parts, difcharg'd  fb  terrible  a  Reyerfe 

upon 
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iipon  his  right  hand,  with  his  Fail-  ^pt-^jM 
chion,  that  he  cut  it  fheer  off,  and 
lent  him  headlong  to  the  Bottom  ;  in 
the  mean  time ,  the  Alarm  being 
once  more  warmly  taken  in  the 
Town  ,  the  Citizens  and  Soldiers 
made  hafte  to  Man  the  Walls,  efpe- 
cially  on  that  fide,  and  heaps  of  kind- 
led Straw  were  thrown  down  to  light 
the  Ditch,  and  make  difcovery  what 
was  doing  below;  whereupon  the 
Kings  Soldiers*  being  eafily  difcern'd, 
left  both  their  Ladders  and  their 
Attempt,  which  now  cou  d  not  poffi- 
bly  fucceed,  and  retir'd  to  the  Body  of 
their  Army. 

So  little  was  there  wanting  to 
bring  about  fb  great  an  Enterprife  : 
For  'tis  moft  certain,  that  if  theie  ten 
Jefuits  had  done  like  the  Town  (men, 
and  had  gone  back  to  take  their  reft 
in  their  College,  after  the  firft  Alarm 
which  was  held  for  falfe,  the  King 
had  that  day  entred  Paris.  But  the 
Divine  Providence  had  referv  cl  that 
happinefs  for  a  time  more  favourable 
to  Religion  ,  and  to  that  City  ;  into 
which  the  King,  being  Victorious  o- 
ver  the  League ;  was  ordainM  to  make 
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a  peaceable  entrance ,  after  he  had 
folemnly  profefsd  the  Catholique 
Faith. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  affairs  of  the 
League,  far  from  being advancd  after 
this  expedition,  which  was  fb  glori- 
ous to  the  Duke  of  Parma,  were  fbon 
after  reducM  into  a  worfe  eftate  than 
formerly,  by  reafbn  of  that  horrible 
divifion  which  arofe  among  their  Par- 
ty,  arid  by  the  prudent  conduQ:  of  the 
King.     For  perceiving  that  his  hopes 
were  frustrate  of  drawing  them  to  a 
-Battel,  who  were  now  at  their  eafe, 
after  the  taking  of  Lagny,  and  had 
their  Quarters  fecurely  extended  in 
Ld  Brie ;   he  remanded  one  part  of 
his  Forces  to  refrefh  themfelves  in 
the  Neighbouring  Provinces ;  and  put 
another  into  Garrilons,  in  fuch  places 
as  might  ferve  to  hinder  the  com- 
merce with  the  Pari fians  y  and  parti- 
cularly in  St,  Denis,  which  he  had 
taken  during  the  Siege  of  Paris,  and 
where  the  Chevalier  d  Aumale,  who 
cndeavourM  to  retake  it  fbme  fmall 
time  afterwards,  was  kilPd  when  he 
was  almoft  in  pofleflion  of  the  place. 

Himfelf^  in  the  mean  time,  withg: 

Pying 
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flying  Army  beat  the  Field,  to  cut  off  ^riX!^lv 
Provisions  from  P^wvand  from  the 
Army  of  the  Duke  of  Parma;  who 
having  loft  much  time  in  taking  Cor- 
beil,  which  was  immediately  retaken 
from  the  League  ,  was  conftraihd  to 
return  into  Flanders,  having  always 
the  King  at  his  heels,  who  perpetu- 
ally harafsM  him,  and  put  him  to  ve- 
ry great  inconveniences  and  hardships, 
during  his  march  to  the  Frontiers  of 
Art ot s^  for  fo  far  he  took  the  pains  to 
bring  him  on  his  Journy.  After  which 
he  made  another  attempt  on  Paris  y 
which  he  hop'd  to  have  furpris'd  by 
the  Gate  of  St.  Honor  e,  with  many 
Waggons  loaden  with  Meal,  and  dri- 
ven by  ftout  Soldiers  difguis'd  in  th& 
habits  of  Countrymen.  The  ftrata- 
gem  not  fucceeding ,  becaufe  there 
was  fbme  fufpicion  of  the  defign,  he 
reaffembled  all  his  Forces,  and  went 
to  lay  Siege  to  Cbartres^  which  after 
a  vigorous  defence  of  more  than  two 
months ,  not  being  relievM  by  the 
Duke  otM&jennty  was  conftrainM  at 
la  ft  to  come  to  a  furrender. 

It  was  particularly  by  the  Valour, 
Policy ,  and  Induftry  of  the  Brave 
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Count  of  Chaflillon  ,  Colonel  of  the 
French  Infantry,  that  this  confidera- 
ble  place  was  taken :  For  that  young 
Lord,  who  had  as  much  underftand- 
ing  as  courage,  and  was  very  know- 
ing, efpecialTy  in  the  Mathematicks? 
invented  a  kind  of  wooden  Bridge , 
which  he  caft  by  a  new  fort  of  ma- 
chine, over  the  Ditch ;  by  means  of 
which  they  coud  pais  under  covert, 
and  without  danger,  as  far  as  the  foot 
of  a  great  breach,  which  he  had  made 
on  the  fide  of  G alar don.  After  which, 
Monfieur  de  Id  Bourdai(iereJ  who  had 
bravely  defended  himfelf  till  then , 
feeing  there  was  no  longer  a  poflibility 
of  refiftance^  made  his  capitulation ; 
which  the  King,  always  generous , 
and  a  great  Lover  of  valour  even  in 
his  Enemies ,  granted  him  on  very 
honourable  terms. 

This  was  the  laft  a£fcion  ofChaftil- 
lon,  who  having  fervM  his  Prince  ail 
along  with  fb  much  gallantry,  ended 
his  Life  in  the  flower  of  his  Age  ;  dy- 
ing not  long  after  at  his  Houfe  of  Cha- 
(hillon  on  the  Loire,  of  a  difeafe  which 
he  had  brought  upon  himfelf,  by  his 
over- labour  at  a  Siege,  wherein  he 

had 
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had  acquir'd  fo  juft  a  reputation  and  /^jjj& 
fb  much  glory.  He  was  extremely 
lamented  even  by  the  Catholiques , 
who  had  obferv'd  in  him  a  great  in- 
clination to  renounce  his  Calvinifm 
in  fhort  time,  as  he  who  already  had 
begun  to  find  out  the  falfities  of  that 
opinion  ;  tho3  the  Admiral  de  Coligny 
his  Father,  who  was  a  ftrong  Hugue- 
not ,  had  caus  cl  him  to  be  carefully 
inftrufted  in  that  way.  But  that  hap* 
pinefs  which  he  liv  d  not  to  enjoy, 
was  referv'd  for  his  younger  Brother, 
Monfieur  d  Andelot ,  who,  like  ano- 
ther Jacob,  fucceeded  to  the  blefling 
which  was  denyed  to  the  Elder 
Son. 

He  was  happy  alfb  in  his  Pofterity, 
who  by  ferving  their  King  and  the 
True  Religion  with  great  zeal,  have 
repaired  the  mifchiefs  which  have 
been  done  to  both  ,  by  the  Admiral 
their  Predeceffor.  And  certainly  'tis 
one  great  fign  of  this  gooi  fortune, 
that  we  have  feen  in  our  own  days, 
the  Forces  of  the  King,  commanded 
by  the  Count  of  Coligny,  for  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Emperor  againft  the  Turk7 
Obtain  a  glorious  Vi£tory  over  them, 

at 
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MiujwL  at  that  memorable  Battel  of  Raab,  the 
gaining  of  which  prefervd  the  Em- 
pire ,  and  deliver'd  it  from  the  immi- 
nent danger  of  being  overrun  by  Infi- 
dels. 

But  to  proceed.  This  laft  piece  of 
fervice  which  was  performsd  by  Cha- 
ft  Won  for  the  King,  was  of  great  im* 
portance  to  the  happy  fuccefs  of  his 
Affairs  :  For  having  already  in  his 
hartds  the  pafTages  of  all  the  Rivers, 
which  difcharge  themfelves  into  the 
Stint,  for  the  fupply  of  Paris ;  and 
alfb  being  ablblute  Matter  of  La 
Beauce,  by  the  redu£Uon  of  Chartres^ 
and  of  the  other  fmall  places  of  the 
fame  Province ;  that  great  City  was 
on  the  fudden,  as  it  were,  invefted 
on  all  fides :  And  about  the  fame  time 
lie  received  intelligence,  of  the  great 
fucceffes  which  his  Commanders  had 
in  other  places  againft  the  Leaguers  : 
Les  diguieres  in  Dauphin?  ,  where  he 
was  receiyd  in  Grenoble  :  LaV alette 
in  Provence ,  the  Marefchal  of  Matig- 
non  in  Guyenne ,  where  Bonrdeaux, 
which  had  hitherto  maintained  k  fe  If 
in  a  kind  of  neutrality,  returnd  to 
&h§  Obedience  of  the  King,  and  the 

Dukes 
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Dukes  of  MontPenfier  arid  of  Never  sy  $^$9}> 
in  Normandy  ana  in  Champaigne. 

But  that  which,  in  conclufion,  ru- 
ih'd  the  League ,  which  was  already 
weakned  by  Arms,  was  the  furious 
divifion  kindled  amongft  the  Heads 
of  it ;  the  occafion  of  which  I  fhail 
next  relate.   The  Duke  of  Parma  had 
fufficicntly  taken  notice ,   that  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne,  of  whofe  carriage 
he  was  not  otherwife  well  fatisfied, 
had  defign'd  to  make  ufe  of  the  Spa- 
niards ^  in  order  to  his  fupport  againft 
the  King  ,  but  not  to  be  of  ufe  to 
them,   in  making  them  Matters  at 
leaft  of  fbme  part  oFFrawe,  which 
was  their  intention,  or  to  aflift  them 
in  the  Election  of  a  hew  King,  who 
fhou'dabfoiutely  depend  on  them,now 
that  the  old  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  was 
deceased  in  Prifbn  at  Fontenay  le  Comte. 
For  which  reafon  he  fail  cl  not  to  give 
notice  to  King  Philip,  that  he  ought 
not  to  build  any  affurance  hereafter 
on  that  Prince,  who  had  befides,  loft 
much  of  his  reputation,  by  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  affairs  ;  and  that  it  was 
much  more  expedient  for  him,  to  get 
aii  intereft  in  the  Corporations  of 

great 
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^J^y  great  Towns,  and  above  all  in  the  Six- 
teen of  Paris j  who  to  compafs  the  re-* 
ftoratioii  of  their  Authority,  which 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne  had  once  more 
taken  from  them,  wouM  eafily  con- 
fent  to  what  he  pleas'd. 

The  King  of  Spain  follow  cl  this  ad- 
vice>  and  the  Sixteen,  who  mortally 
hated  the  Duke  of  Mayenne^  feeing 
themfelves  fupported  by  the  Spani- 
ards, with  whotri  they  had  entred  into 
a  ftrift  League  of  Interefl:  and  Friends 
fhip^  openly  enterprise,  what  con- 
tempt foever  he  had  of  them,  in  de- 
fpight  of  him,  to  re-eftablifh  them- 
felves  in  their  firft  Authority.  And 
that  which  rais'd  their  courage  to  a 
greater  height,  and  made  them  more 
boldly  put  their  refblutions  in  prafticc 
was ,  that  Gregory  the  Fourteenth  , 
w  ho  was  newly  exalted  to  the  Papacy, 
had  declared  in  favour  of  them  ;  imi- 
tating the  Spaniards  in  that  particular, 
and  going  quite  contrary  to  Sixtus 
thfe  Fifth. 

That  Pope  Sixtus,  who  had  fb  ill 
treated  the  King  of  Navarre,  by  the 
thundring  Bull  which  he  had  pub- 
lifted  againfl:  him,  and  who  afterwards 
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oppos'd  his  being  King  of  France,  had 
very  much  altered  his  opinion,  after 
he  had  been  better  informed- of  the 
French  affairs :  For  having  made  fplid 
reflexions  on  the  paft,  without  fuf- 
fering  himfelf  to  be  prepoffefs'd,  he 
clearly  understood  the  great  merits  of 
the  King,  whom. he  then  endeayour'd 
to  reconcile  to  the  Church  by  gentle 
ufage ;  The  Ambition  of  the  Heads  of 
the  League,  the  indirect  dealing  and 
coufenages  of  their  Agents,  (who  had 
fb  often  deceived  him  by  falfe  Relati- 
ons ;  and  more  than  all  the  reft,  the 
pernicious  defigns  of  the  Spaniards , 
who  that  they  might  irrevocably  in- 
gage  him  in  their  Interefts,  were  Ve- 
hemently urgent  with  him  to  Excom- 
municate all  the  Catholiques  who 
followed  the  King,  and  that  he  fhoud 
bind  himfelf  by  Oath,  never  to  re- 
ceive him  into  the  Bofbm  of  the 
Church ,  what  fubmiffion  foever  he 
fhould  make  5 )  had  opened  his  eyes* 
and  causM  him  to  take  much  other 
meafures.  For  they  proceeded  at 
length  to  plain  threatnings ,  that  if 
he  denyM  them  this  fatisfa6Hon,  they 
wou'd  proteft  in  a  full  AfTembly  a- 

gainft 
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4^j$i.  gainft  him ,  and  make  provifion  of 
"^  '  other  means  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  Church  which  he  had  abandoned. 
This  fo  far  inrag'd  him,  as  he  was  the 
Man  amongft  all  the  Popes,  who  was 
the  leaft  capable  of  bearing  fuch  af- 
fronts, that  oppofing  threatnings  to 
threatnings,  he  told  the  Embaffador 
Olivares  in  plain  terms,  he  wou*d  out 
off  his  Head  if  he  Ihoud  prefiime  to 
ftir  any  farther  in  that  matter. Which 
fair  warning  he  was  wife  enough  to 
take,  as  well  knowing  the  fiery  tem- 
per of  the  Pope,  who  was  like  enough 
to  have  kept  his  word. 

Nay,  there  are  fbme  who  are  apt 
to  think,  that  far  from  joyning  with 
the  League  againfl:  the  King,  to  which 
the  Spaniards  perpetually  fblicited  him 
for  their  own  intereft,  he  had  refblvd 
to  employ  the  five  Millions  of  Gold, 
which  he  had  heap'd  up  in  the  Caftle 
of  St.  Angehy  during  his  Popedom,  to 
make  War  againfl:  them,  and  to  beat 
them  out  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples. 
But  his  meafiires  were  all  broken  by 
a  fiidden  death,  which  carry'd  him 
off  on  the  twenty  feventh  day  of  An- 
gujt,  in  the  Year  precedent. 
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The  Leaguers  j  who  obfervd  not 
even  common  decency,  fb  little  di£ 
fcmbled  their  joy  for  his  death,  that 
the  news  of  it  being  brought  to  Paris  y 
on  the  fifth  of  September ,  Aubry,  the 
Curate  of  St.  Andre  des  Arcs7  an  hare- 
brained Fool,  declaring  it  to  the  peo- 
ple in  his  Sermon,  was  impudent  e- 
nough  to  lay,  that  his  death  came  by 
miracle ,  betwixt  the  two  Feafts  of 
our  Lady.  And  added  thefe  his  very 
words :  God  has  delivered  us  from  a 
wicked  Poper  and  an  ill  Politician  :  If 
he  had  livd  longer  y  you  woiid  have  been 
all  ama%d  to  hear  Sermons  Preach* d  in 
Paris  againfi  a  Pope  ;  and  yet  it  mnft  of 
necefftty  have  been  done.  Behold,  how 
much  thefe  Preachers  of  the  League 
were  intoxicated  with  their  paffions, 
which  they  eafily  infus'd  into  the  peo- 
ple 5  who  followed  quietly,  like  blind 
men,  their  Guides,  who  were  blind- 
er than  themfelves,  and  who  led  them 
to  the  Precipice ,  where  they  all  pe- 
riod. 

Gregory  the  Fourteenth,  a  Milanois% 
who  was  exalted  to  the  Papacy  after 
Urban  the  feventh,  who  enjoyed  that 
honour  but  thirteen  days,  proceeded 

in 
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itow  $pi.  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  conduQ:  of 
Sixths  the  Fifth.     He  joyn  d  with  the 
Spaniards,  and  declared  openly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  League  ,  according  to  the 
manner  they  defir'd :  For  laying  afide 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  and  the  other 
Princes  of  his  Houfe,  for  whom  the 
Spaniards  little  car'd,  he  writ  imme- 
diately to  the  Sixteen  ,  to  encourage 
them  to  perfevere  in  the  refblution 
which  they  had  always  teftified,  and 
never  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  Henry 
de  Bourbon.     He  promifed  them  fif- 
teen thoufand  Crowns  by  the  Month, 
for  lb  long  a  time  as  he  ihoud  judge  it 
neceffary  for  their  fupply,  and  an  Ar- 
my of  1 2000  men  to  be  rais'd  and  en- 
tertained at  his  own  charges,  which 
he  wou'd  fuddenly  iend  them,  under 
the  Condu£t  of  Hercules  Sfondrato  his 
Nephew,  whom  he  made  Duke  of 
Montemarciano.     And  that^he  might 
joyn  his  Spiritual  Arms  with  his  Tem- 
poral, he  fent  into  France  (by  the  Re- 
ferendary Marcelin  Landriano)  a  Mo- 
nitory, by  which  he  Excommunicated 
all  Prelates ,  and  all  other  Ecclefi- 
afticks  of  the  Kings  Party,  depriving 
them  of  their  Benefices,  if  within  a 

certain 
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certain  ihort  fpace  of  time  they  did  ^^ 
not  forfake  him,  and  retire  out  of  all 
places  under  his  obedience  :  He  ob- 
liged the  Nobility  and  Genrty,  the 
Magiftracy  and  the  People,  to  do  the 
fame  ;  and ,  in  conclusion,  declared 
Henry  of  Bourbon  to  be  a  relapsed  He- 
retique ,  Excommunicated,  and  to 
have  forfeited  the  Crown  and  all  his 
PofTeffions  and  Lord  (hips. 

There  are  fbmetimes  Thunders  , 
which  make  a  ratling  noife  and  do  no 
harm  ,  becaufe  the  fiery  exhalation 
which  breaks  out  of  the  Clouds,  is 
evaporated,  whether  by  the  thinnefs 
of  its  body,  or  by  the  violent  agitati- 
on of  the  Air,  which  difperfes  it  be- 
fore it  reaches  us.  Of  all  the  Thun- 
derbolts which  have  been  darted  from 
the  Vatican,  againft  Sovereign  Prin- 
ces ,  there  will  be  found  but  few 
which  have  been  fb  noify  as  this , 
which  was  accompanied  with  an  Ar- 
my that  was  to  A£t  in  conjunction 
with  the  League  and  Spaniards  :  All 
which  notwithftanding  it  had  little 
or  no  effect,  by  the  care  which  was 
taken  to  make  evident,  by  many  Wri- 
tings which  were  fpread  abroad,  the 
G  g  g  nullities 
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■itfw^ispi.  nullities  of  this  Bull ;  and  by  the  vi- 
gorous relblutions  of  the  King  s  Coun- 
cil of  Parliament,  fitting  at  fours  ^nd 
at  Chaalons ,  and  of  the  Clergy  of 
France  ,  affembled  at  Mmie ,  who 
condemn  d  it  as  erroneous,  every  one 
of  them  after  their  own  manner.  In- 
fbmuch,  that  not  a  Man  of  all  the 
Catholicks,  on  that  account  forfbok 
the  Party  of  the  King,  whole  conver- 
fion  was  continually  hopd  ,  as  fbon 
as  he  had  the  means  and  opportuni- 
ty of  caufing  himfelf  to  be  inftru&ed. 
So  ftrongly  were  our  Aneeftors  per- 
fwaded,  that  the  power  of  Popes,  as 
Heads  of  the  Church,  extends  not  at 
all  upon  the  temporal,  and  much  left 
on  the  Rights  of  the  Crown ;  and 
that  it  can  ordain  nothing  to  the  pre- 
judice of  that  Fidelity  and  Allegiance 
which  is  due  to  Princes,  in  thofe 
things  which  are  not  tnanifeftly  a- 
gainft  God. 

3Tis  true,thatthe  Parliament  at  Pa~ 
ris  being  for  the  League,  receiv 'd  that 
Buli^and  repeal'd  the  Decrees  of  Ch^a- 
lons^vA  Toms  :  But 'tis  manifeft,it  was 
then  no  free  Court ,  as  being  at  that 
time  opprelsd  under  the  Tyranny  of 

the 
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the  Sixteen,  who  had  fetter  d  it  (as 
I  may  fay)  by  the  fear  which  every 
Member  of  it  had,  to  be  led  Captives 
in  Triumph  to  the  Baft  He.  In  this 
manner,  thofe  turbulent  Spirits,  who 
may  juftly  be  calPd  the  fixteen  Ty- 
rants of  Paris,  finding  themfeives  flip- 
ported  by  the  Protection  of  a  Pope, 
became  daily  more  infblent  and 
haughty,  in  oppofition  to  the  Duke 
of  Mayenm\  Authority :  and  their 
Boldnefs  was  increased  yet  more,  by  a 
moft  furprifing  Anfwer  ,  which  the 
King  of  Spain  made  to  the  Deputies 
of  the  Lorrain  Princes.  Thofe  Prin- 
ces being  affembled  at  Rheims,  where 
was  prefent  the  Cardinal  of  Pefoe, 
whom  the  Duke  ofiMayenm  had  made 
Archbilhop  of  that  Place ,  found 
themfelves  (in  that  low  Condition  to 
which  they  were  reduc'd)  unable  by 
their  own  Power  to  refift  the  King,  or 
to  procure  their  fafety  by  any  other 
means,  than  by  obtaining  from  King 
Philip,  the  ATiftance  of  all  his  Forces, 
to  the  end  that  they  might  be  able 
.  to  maintain  that  King,  who  was  ta 
be  ele&ed  in  the  States  General, 
which  were  to  be  affembled  for  that 
Ggg£  pur- 
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purpofe  ;  each  of  them  in  his  own 
Perfbn  pretending  to  that  Honour, 
yet  none  of  them  daring  to  own  his 
Ambition  openly,  for  fear  of  drawing 
on  himfelf  the  Hatred  of  his  Ri- 
vals, who  wou'd  certainly  unite  and 
band  themfelves  together  to  exclude 
him. 

The  Perfbn  who  was  chofen  to  ne- 
gotiate in  Spain ,  was  the  famous  Pe- 
ter Janninf  Prefident  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Bourgogney  a  man  of  great 
Integrity ,  exquifite  Understanding, 
rare  Prudence,  and  inviolable  Fideli- 
ty, which  had  caus'd  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne  to  repofe  an  abfclute  Confi- 
dence in  him  ;  who,  for  his  own  part, 
in  the  Honefty  of  his  well  meaning 
Soul,  had  follow  cl  him,  and  the  Par- 
ty of  the  League  with  an  implicit 
Faith,  that  it  was  for  the  fafety  of 
Religion  and  of  the  State  :  for  on  the 
one  fide ,  he  believ'd  not  that  Reli- 
gion cou  d  be  preferv  cl  in  France,  if 
the  King  were  not  a  Catholique,  and 
therefore  he  argu'd  that  he  ought  to 
be  fuch  ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  being  t 
an  honeft  French-man,  he  wouM  like 
his  Mafter,  make  ufe  of  the  Spani- 
ards 
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ards   to  compafs  his   ends,    but  not  $^r*9i: 
ferve  them,  by  favouring  their  unjuft 
Defigns  in  the  lead  circumftance,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  State. 

Being  fuch  as  I  have  here  defcribM 
him,  it  was  not  hard  for  him  to  dis- 
cover the  Intentions  of  King  Philip: 
who  holding  himfelf  afford  of  the 
Sixteen,  which  he  believd  to  be  the 
prevailing  Faction,  and  much  more 
powerful  than  in  effect  it  was,  lay'd 
himfelf  fb  open,  as  to  make  his  In- 
tentions be  clearly  underftood,  which 
the    great     Prudence    and   Policy , 
whereon  he  fb  much  valued  himfelf, 
fhouM  have  kept  undifcoverd  for  a 
longer  time,  in  expe&ation  of  a  fit- 
ting   opportunity    to    make   them 
known ;   when  all  things  were  dif- 
pos'd,  and  in  a  due  readinefs  for  the 
Execution  of  his  Defigns.    After  the 
Prefident  had  reprefented  to  him  in 
his  Audiences,  the  weaknef sand  ne- 
ceffities  of  the  League,   the  Forces 
and  Progrefs  of  the  King ,   the  ex- 
tream  danger  in  which  Religion  then 
was,  and  the  immortal  glory  which 
he  might  acquire  by  preferving  it  in 
the  moft  Chriftian  kingdom,  by  the 
G  g  g  $         Afliftancs 
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Afliftance  which  was  expe&ed  from 
his  Zeal  and  Power,  that  Prince  who 
was  willing  to  fell  his  Aid  at  a  higher 
Price  than  bare  Glory,  without  more 
advantage,  open  cl  his  mind,  without 
ajiy  referve,  after  a  moft  (urprizing 
manner.     For  he  causM  him  to  be 
told  by  his  Secretary  Don  "John  U 
Idiaques,  that  he  had  refolv'd  to  marry 
his  ohly  Daughter  the  Infanu  Ifabtlla^ 
to  the  Archduke  Erne ft m\  and  to  give 
him  in  Dowry,  the  Low-Countries, 
and  fince  that  lor  the  Preferyation  of 
Religion  in  France,  it  was  neceffary 
they  fhou'd  have  a  Cathdlick  King, 
they  couM  not  make  a  better  Choice 
than  of  that  Princefs,   who,  being 
Neece  to  the  three  laft  Kings,   and 
Grand  daughter  to  JHknry  the  Second, 
was  without  contradiction  more  near- 
ly related  to  them  than  the  Bourbons  \ 
*hat  with  her  Perfbn,  all  the  Low- 
Countries  wou'd  be  re-united  to  the 
Crown,    and  that  having,   befides 
thefe  Advantages^  the  whole  Forces 
of  the  Houle  of  Auftria  in  favour  of 
her,  the  Hefeticks  wou'd  fbon  be  ex- 
terminated, and  the  Prince  of  Beam 
expeird  From  the  Kingdom. 
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The Prefident  overjoy\J,that  he  had  ^^w* 
Wherewithal  to  dilabafe  the  Duke  of 
Mzyenn?,  by  means  of  this  ftrange 
Propofition  >    and    confirm  him    in 
thofe  good  Opinions  which  the  Sieur 
de  Vllkroy  had  infus'd  into  him  ;  an- 
fwer'd  King  Philip  with  great  Pru- 
dence, and  no  lefs  Policy  ;  and  faint- 
ly putting  him  in  mind  of  the  Salique 
Law,  on  which  he  did  not  much  in- 
fift,  feem'd  rather  to  encourage,  than 
da(h  his  Hopes,  in  the  profecution  of 
of  his  Purpofe.    Infomuch,  that  he 
drew  him  to  a  Promife  of  great  Sup- 
plies, both  in  Men  and  Money,  which 
he   faiPd  not  to  fend,    with  more 
fpeed  than  ufaal.     And  the  Duke  be- 
ing fatisfy'd,  that  according  to  that 
ambitious  Defign  of  the  Spaniards,  he 
coud  never  pretend  to  the  Kingdom, 
us'd  all  his  Endeavours  for  the  future, 
that  the  Election  might  not  fall  on 
any  other ;  not  even  on  a  Prince  of 
his  own  Family,  who  might  marry 
the  Infanta..    On  the  contrary,  the 
Sixteen,  who  were  altogether  at  the 
Devotion  of  the  Spaniards,  by  whom 
they  were   powerfully  protefted  a- 
g;ainft  him,   wrote   to  King  Philip? 
Ggg4  by 
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by  one  Father  Matthew  (not  the  Je- 
fuite  of  that  Name)  a  large  Letter, 
the  Original  of  which,  being  inter- 
cepted near  Lyons^  was  brought  to 
the  King  ;  in  which,  after  their  hum- 
ble Acknowledgments  to  his  Catho- 
lick  Majefty,  of  the  many  Favours 
and  Benefits  which  they  had  receiv'd 
from  him,  they  earneftly  petition 
him,  that  in  cafe  he  fhou  d  refufe  to 
accept  the  Crown  of  Frame ,  he 
wou'd  give  them  a  King  of  his  own 
Family,  or  at  leaft  fome  other  Prince, 
whom  he  fhou'd  pleafe  to  ele£t  for 
his  Son  in  Law, 

'Tis  farther  obfervable,that  the  Di- 
vifion  which  was  betwixt  the  Duke 
o£  Mayenm^ndi  hisneareft  Relations, 
exceedingly  increased  the  Power,  and 
by  confequence ,  the  Audacity  and 
Infblence  of  thole  factious  men:  For 
on  one  fide,  the  Duke  of  Nemours 
(who  was  much  incensed,  that  after 
he  had  fo  bravely  defended  Pam,  the 
Government  of  Normandy  fhou  d  be 
refusd  him,  which  Province  he 
thought  to  have  erected  into  a  Prince 
pality ,  like  that  of  Bretagne ,  of 
which ,   the  Duke  of  Mcrcgitt  hac| 

made 
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made  himfelf  a  Soveraign  Prince)  was 
retired  with  a  good  part  of  the  For- 
ces into  Lionnois,  and  by  the  Corre- 
fpondence  which  he  held  with  the 
Sixteen ,  did  his  bell:  endeavours  to 
fupplant  him  ;  and  caufe  himfelf  to- 
be  chofen  Head  of  the  Party  ;  on  the 
other  fide,  the  young  Duke  of  Guife, 
who  had  made  his  efcape  from  the 
Caftle  of  Tours  where  he  was  de- 
taind  Prifbner,  having  been  received 
with  great  Acclamations  by  the  Lea- 
guers, who  believ'd,  that  in  his  Per- 
fbn,  they  had  recovered  his  dead  Fa- 
ther,their  great  Patron  and  Prote&or ; 
gave  him  much  anxiety,  and  fill'd 
his  mind  with  jealous  apprehenfions, 
efpecially  when  he  obfervM  that  the 
great  Name  of  Guife,  fo  much  re- 
verencM  by  the  Parijians^  drew  after 
it  not  only  the  Crowd  of  common 
People,  but  alfb  the  Nobility  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  League.  But  above 
all  things  it  grated  him,  that  his  Ne- 
phew had  made  aftrid  Alliance  with 
the  Faction  of  Sixteen,  who  were  o- 
verjoy'd  to  have  him  at  their  Head, 
in  oppofition  to  his  Uncle,  whom 
they  hated :  All  thele  Confideratioris 

put 
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din  t$$u  put  together,  fwellM  them  to  fb  great 
w  ^        an  arrogance,  that  they  refblv'd  to  rid 
their  hands  of  all  fuch  as  were  in  a 
Condition   of  hindring  them  from 
being  Abfolute  in  Paris. 

To  this   effect,  they  bethought 
themfeives  of  inventing  a  new  kind 
of  Oath,  which  excluded  from  the 
Crown  all  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  j 
and  prefenting  it  to  fuch,  whom  they 
knew  to  be  too  well  principled  to 
fign  it,  on  their  Refufal,  they  made 
Seizure  of  their  Eftates,  and  banifh'd 
them.    In  fine,  having  by  this  abo- 
minable Pra&ice  ,    driven  away  all 
thofe  who  ftood  fufpe&ed  by  them, 
and  even  the  Cardinal  of  Gondy  their 
Bifllop^  who,  together  with  the  Cu- 
rats  ofJ>t.  Merry ,  and  of  St.  Eujtache, 
endeavour  d  to  incline  the  People,  by 
gentle  Per fwafions,  to  return  to  their 
Obedience ;  they  committed  a  moft 
barbarous    and    inhumane    A£Hon> 
which  by  the  juft  Judgment  6f  God 
andTMen,  was  in  conception,  the  ru- 
iiie  of  that  execrable  Fa&ion. 

For,  to  intimidate  the  Parliament, 
which  oppos'd  their  unjuft  and  vio- 
lent Undertakings,   and  had  newly 

acquit- 
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acquitted  one  of  thofe,  whom  they  * nr^J^ 
accus'd  of  holding  Correfpondence 
with  the  Royalifts,  and  to  revenge 
themfelves  of  the  Prefident  Briffon, 
who  had  advertis'd  the  Duke  of  May- 
errnt^  that  thofe  Villains  had  written 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  and  offer'd  him 
the  Crown  ;  on  the  fifteenth  of  A^- 
vember,  very  early  in  the  Morning) 
they  feiz'd  that  worthy  Gentleman, 
together  with  the  Sieur  Latcher  a 
Counfellor  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Sieur  Tardif,  his  great   Friends  and 
Confidents ;  carry'd  them  one  after 
the  other,  to  the  Petit  Chaftelet,  and 
there  having  firft  declarM  them  by 
their  own  private  Authority,  without 
other  form  of  Procefs,  to  be  attaint- 
ed and  convift  of  Treafbn,  for  hav- 
ing favour'd  the  Party  of  the  King  of 
Navarre,  they  order'd  them   to   be 
hang'd  on  a  Beam  of  the  Council 
Chamber ,    and  the  next  day    ty'd 
them  to  three  Gibbets,  in  the  Place 
of  the  Greve,  having  each  oft!]em 
an  Infcription  faftned  to  him,  fignify- 
ing  that  they  were  Tray  tors  to  their 
Country  ,   and  favourers    of  Here- 
ticks* 

They 
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They  belietf'd  that  by  this  means, 
the  People  imagining  that  thofe  un- 
fortunate men  intended  to  have  fold 
them  to  the  Enemy,  wou  d  approve 
that  a&ion  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  eve- 
ry one  (hook  with  horror  at  fo  piteous 
a  Spe&acle.     Even  thofe  who  were 
of  their  Fattion,    detefted  in  their 
hearts  this  horrible  Cruelty,  and  there 
were  none  who  had  not  reafbn  to 
fear  that  their  own  Lives  might  eve- 
ry moment  be  expos  cl  to  the  fury  of 
thofe  Tyrants,  if  fbme  fpeedy  flop 
were  not  put  to  the  courfe  of  their 
outragious  Proceedings.     For  which 
reafbn,  when  the  Duke  of  Mayenne 
had  receiv'd  Notice  of  it  at  Laon^ 
where  he  then  was,and  was  withal  ad- 
vertised, that  thofe  furious  People  had 
incurred  the  general  Hatred,  and  that 
they  faid  openly,  that  they  wou  d  do 
as  much  to  him,  as  they  had  done  to 
others ;  he  came  at  length  to  be  of 
Opinion,  that  lie  might  fafely  punifh 
them,   without  fear  of  a  Rifing  in 
their  Favour.     Upon  which,  he  en- 
tred  Paris  with  the  Forces  which  he 
had  about  him,  fore  d  Buffy  k  Clerc 
to   furrender   the    B&ftik   into   his 

hands: 
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hands ;  and  after  having  laid  the  ^^^ 
Fa&ion  afleep,  by  a  feeming  negli- 
gence for  fome  few  days,  while  they 
believ'd  that  he  had  fatisfyed  him- 
felf,  with  the  Reproof  which  he  had 
given  them  in  the  Town-houfe, 
where  he  only  advisd  them  to  be 
more  moderate ,  he  condemned  nine 
of  them  to  death,  without  oblerving 
more  formalities  than  they  had  us'd 
on  the  like  occafion. 

Four  of  them  ,  namely,  Ameliney 
Emonot ,  Anronx  ,  and  Commiflary 
Lonchard,  who  were  apprehended  on 
the  fourth  of  September  betimes  in  the 
morning  at  their  houfes,were  brought 
to  the  Louvre ,  where  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne,  as  they  were  told,  defird 
to  fpeak  with  them.  But  upon  their 
entrance,  they  found  the  Sieur  de  Vi- 
try,  who  caus'd  their  Sentence  to  be 
read  to  them  :  And  at  the  lame  time, 
the  Executioner  ,  who  flood  ready 
with  his  Servants,  his  Halters,  and 
his  Ladder,  hung  them  up  all  four  on 
a  Beam,  in  the  Swiffes  Hall.  The  re- 
maining five  ,  amongft  whom  was 
Bnffy  Le  Clerc,  having  receivM  inti- 
mation that  they  were  to  be  taken, 

fav'd 
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^J?MU  &v^  themfelvcs  by  flying  into  T?hn- 
ders,  where  they  dy'dof  want,  being 
unrelievcl  and  foriaken  by  all  man- 
kind. 

The  Duke  was  contented  to  punifli 
the  reft  in  their  purfes,  by  forcing 
them  to  refund  the  wealth  which 
they  had  fcrapd  together  during 
their  Tyranny,  with  fb  much  rapine 
and  oppreffion.  And  to  cut  up  by  the 
roots,  thofe  evils  which  proceeded 
from  the  licentious  meetings  of  the 
Sixteen,  particularly  at  the  houfes  of 
the  two  Curats,  Boucher  and  Pefletierf 
as  alfb  to  free  the  Citizens  from  their 
arbitrary  power  of  commanding  them 
to  Arm  when  they  thought  good  f 
which  they  durft  never  difbbey ;  he 
caused  to  be  verified  in  Parliament, 
and  publifh*d  an  Ordinance,  by  which 
all  perfbns  were  prohibited  on  pain  of 
Life,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  were 
called  The  Council  of  Sixteen^  to  hold 
any  more  AfTemblies.  And  all  the 
Officers,  Colonels,  Captains,  Lieu- 
tenants, Enfigns  of  the  Town ,  and 
rnoft  confiderable  Citizens  joyning 
with  him,  to  take  from  that  accurfed 
Race  of  fa&ious  men,  all  farther  pow- 
er 
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er  of  harming  either  the  publick  or  ^^*£ 
private  perfbns,  they  all  fwore,  and 
made  a  promife  to  Almighty  God,  on 
the  Holy  Evangelifts,  neither  to  take 
Arms  themfelves,  nor  permit  others 
to  take  Arms,  or  to  affemble  them- 
felves together ,  unlefs  by  authority 
from  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  ,  or  the 
Provoft  of  Merchants  and  the  Sheriffs, 
who  were  his  Creatures :  To  fall  on 
all  fuch  who  fhou'd  prefume  to  Arm, 
or  to  Affemble,  and  to  ufe  them  like 
Tray  tors,  Mutineers,  and  Perfbns  guil- 
ty of  Impiety  and  High-Treafon :  And 
if  they  fhou'd  difcover  any  attempt  or 
fecret  confpiracy,  to  give  notice  of  it 
to  the  Magiftrates,  to  the  end  the  Au- 
thors and  Accomplices  of  it  might  be . 
brought  to  condign  punifhment,  and 
themfelves  might  live  in  peace  and 
quietnefs,  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  Laws. 

I  have  feen  in  the  Library  of  Mon- 
fieur  Colbert,  (which  is  ftor'd  with 
great  numbers  of  excellent  Manu- 
fcripts,  and  mod:  authentick  pieces) 
the  Original  of  this  Oath  in  Parch- 
ment >  fignM  by  five  hundred  fifty 
eight  Perfons,  whereof  two  hundred 

fixty 
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f%lj^\  fixty  four  fign'd  on  the  fifth  of  Sep- 
temkry  (the  day  after  the  Execution 
of  the  four,  who  were  hang'd  at  the 
Lorwne)  and  the  reft  on  the  twenty 
third  of  December,  and  the  tenth  of 
January,  in  the  year  following.  This 
was  the  fatal  blow,  which  beat  down 
the  Faction  of  the  Sixteen,  which  from 
that  time  forward,  was  fbfardifarmcl 
and  weakn  d,  that  it  never  durft  offer 
at  any  thing  more  .*  which  was  one  of 
the  principal  Caufes  of  the  Freedom  • 
and  in  conlequence  of  the  peaceable 
Reduction  of  Paris,  to  the  Obedience 
of  the  King. 

For  which  reafbn,  I  believe  mv 
Reader  will  be  glad  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  Names  of  fome  amongft 
them,  who,  by  the  great  Zeal  which 
they  teftify'd  on  that  occafion,  to  af- 
fure  the  Pearce  and  Liberty  of  Paris, 
had  the  Happinefs  and  Glory  to  have 
much  contributed  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  lb  good  a  Work.  I  couM 
not  here  infert  five  hundred  Names, 
without  tiring  the  Patience  of  my 
Reader,  who  will  therefore  fatisfy 
himfelf  withthofe  few,  which  I  have 
fele&ed  from  fa  great  a  number,  be- 

caufe 
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becaufc  they  appear  to  me  to  be  the  vA^JJlu 
belt  knoA-n,  and  themoft  remarka- 
ble amongd:  them.     NichoUyi  Thiefr 
font)  Lc  fevre,  L  HuHHer^    Parfait, 
llouiliiard)  Wufyuier,   Bokl  ,  hlon- 

d/j  RolLihd,  HeveH,  Dts  ComiweSy 
Awe  lot  y  D*  Jubray ,  and  ■  P.  Lt 
'lellur. 

The  Duke  of  Mayenxey  having  in 
this  manner  re-eftablifh'd  his  own 
Authority,  and  the  fecurity  of  Paris , 
by  the  pulling  down,  or  rather  the 
total  ruine  of  the  Sixteen ,  wou  d 
alfb  repair  the  Lofs  which  the  Parli- 
ament had  fufferd  of  its  only  Prefi- 
dent ,  remaining  now  without  an 
Head  :  and  acting  with  abfblute  Pow- 
er, in  the  nature  of  a  Soveraign  Mo- 
narch ,  he  created  four  new  Prefi* 
dents,  out  of  their  number,  whom 
he  believM  to  be  entirely  in  his  In- 
tereftj,  not  doubting  but  they  wou'd 
imploy  themfelves  on  alloccafions,  to 
maintain  his  Power  in  that  Body, 
after  which  he  was  obligd  to  take 
the  Field,  and  to  beg,  as  he  had  done 
formerly  the  Affiitance  of  the  ty^/- 
ards  againft  the  King ;  who  having 
made   great  progrefs   during   thofe 

H  h  h  Trou- 
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Troubles  and  Divifions,  which  were 
likely  at  that  time  to  mine  the  Party 
of  the  League  y  had  laid  Siege  to 
R6*en. 

He    had  already  taken  Noyon  in 
view  of  the  Enemies  Army,  which 
which  was  then  ftronger  than   his 
own':  And  having  lately  receiv'd  the 
Supplies  of  Money ,    and  of  three 
thoufand  men,   which  the  Earl  of 
EJfex,   the  Queen  of  Englands  Fa- 
vourite had  brought  him,  he  went 
with  twelve  hundred  Horfe  to  joyn 
upon  the  Frontier,  on  the  Plains  of 
Vandy,  five  or  fix  thoufand  Reiters, 
and  above  ten  thoufand  Lanfquenets, 
which  the  Vicount  de  Turenne  had 
brought  him  from  Germany ;  where 
he  negotiated  fb  well  with  the  three 
Proteftant    Ele&ors  ,    and    William 
Landtgrave  of   Hejfe,   that  he   ob- 
tain d  this  considerable  Succour,  not- 
withstanding   all   the    Endeavours 
which  the  Emperor  Rodolpbus  had 
us'd  to  hinder  him.     Which  impor- 
tant   Service,   with    many    others 
which  he  had  conftantly  performed 
from  time  to  time^  during  the  fpace 
of  eighteen  years  that  he  had  ferv'd 

the 
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the  King,  was  immediately  recom- 
pene'd  by  his  Royal  Matter,  who  ha- 
ving giveh  him  the  Bafton  of  Mare- 
fhaUy  made  h  like  of  $  tuition,  and 

Soveraign  Prince  of  Sedan,  by  giving 
him  in  marriage  the  Princcfs  Charlotte 
de  U  Mark*  Sifter  and  Heir  to  the 
Duke  decease!.  '  He  alfb  on  his 
fide,  being  defirous  to  let  the  King 
under ftand  ,  that  he  wou'd  endea- 
vour to  deferve  that  Honour  which 
was  done  him  by  his  Majefty,  and 
what  he  might  expeft  hereafter 
from  him,  did  like  David,  who  mar- 
ry'd  not  Sauts  Daughter,  till  he  had 
kilPd  an  hundred  Vhiliftims ;  for,  as 
a  Preparatory  to  his  Marriage,  in  imi- 
tation of  that  Scripture-Hero,  he  took 
the  Town  of  Stenay  by  Sea/ado,  the 
day  before  his  Marriage.  The  King 
now  finding  himfelf  ftrengthen'd 
with  fo  confiderable  a  Supply,  went 
to  re-joyn  the  Grofs  of  his  Army  be- 
fore Ro'nen  ,  which  the  Marfhal  de 
Biron  had  inverted.  As  that  Town 
was  well  attaqu'd,  fb  was  it  better 
defended ,  during  the  fpace  of  fix 
months,  by  Andrew  Brancas  de  Vilhrs^ 
who  was  afterwards  Admiral  of 
H  h  h  2  France^ 
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Afm^s^j.   France,  an  J  at  that  time  Lieutenant 
General  in  Normandy,    and  Cover- 
nour  of  Ro^en  and  Havre  de  Grace, 
for  the  League.      He  performed  on 
that  occafion,  all  that  cou'd  be  ex- 
pected from  a  great  Captain,  for  the 
defence  of  a  Town  committed  to  his 
Charge  ;  and  by  his  long  and  vigo- 
rous Rcfiftance,    twice  gave  ldfure 
to  the  Duke  of  Maywne,    to  bring 
him  the  Relief  which  he  had  obtain  d 
from  the  Spaniards.     It  was  not  with- 
out much   difficulty  that  he  gain'd 
thefe  Succours ;  but  at  length,   ha- 
ving artfully  insinuated  into  the  King 
of  Spams  Minifters,  that   he  wou'd 
procure  the  Election  to  fall  upon  the 
Infanta,  which  thing  they  paflionate- 
ly  defird,  though  he  fed  them  only 
with  falfe  hopes  of  it;  the  Duke  of 
Parma  receivM  fuch   exprefs  Orders 
to  march  once  more  into  trance,  for 
the  Relief  of  Rouen,  that  it  was  im-- 
poflible  for  him  to  refift  them,  though 
he  wou'd  gladly  have  been  difpencd 
with,  from  that  expedition. 

He    therefore  advancM  but   very 
(lowly,  with  a  ftrong  Army  of  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  thouiand  old  Soldi- 
ers, 
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crs,   Spaniards  and  Walloons  ,    and  fe~ 
ven  or  eight  thoufand   Irtnch,  Lor- 
raimrs  and  Italians y   which  laft,  were 
the  remainders  of  the  Duke  of  May- 
enms,  and  Monttniarcianos  Forces.The 
King  in  perfbn,  went  to  meet  them 
on   their  way ,    with     part    of  his 
Cavalry  ,    to  harrafs  them  in  their 
March,  and  advance!  as  far  as  Aumal?^ 
that  he  might  defend  that  Paffagc  a- 
gainft  them.     But  confidering  that 
he  had  not  ftrength  enough  to  main- 
tain it,  and  that  their  whole  Army, 
which  he  went  on  purpofe  to  view 
and  to  obferve,  was  coming  to  fall 
upon  him,  and  might  eafily  inclofe 
him,  by  paffing  the  River,  either  a- 
hove  or  below   that  Burrough  ,    he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  make  a  fpeedy 
Retreat.       lis  true,  that  this  Retreat 
which  he  made  in  view  of  ib  great 
an  Army,  was  very  brave,  and  that 
he  never  (how'd  the  greatnefs  of  his 
Courage  and  undaunted  Refblution, 
more  than  on  this  occafion,  which 
s    the  moft  dangerous  in   which 
lie    had     ever   been     ingag'd  ;    but 
the  great  Captains  of  that  time,  all 
concurred  in  one  Opinion  ,   that  he 

H  h  h  }  per- 
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jnn^i 592.  performed  it  rather  like  a  valiant  Sol- 
-  dier,  who  was  well  feconded  by  For- 
tune, than  like  a  prudent  General, 
whole  duty  it  is,  to  take  his  Meafures 
fb  juftly,  that  he  may  not  ablblutely 
depend  on  the  inconftancy  of  chance, 
which  often,   by  one  fudden  blow, 
has  ruin'd  the  moft  fix  d  and  folid 
Undertakings.     For,  that  he  might 
give  his  men  the  leifure   of  retiring 
with  the  Baggage,  he  placM  an  hun- 
dred Arquebufiers,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Burrough,  and  putting  himlelf  at 
the  Head  of  two  hundred  Horfe,  he 
advance!  almoft  half  a  League  towards 
the  Enemy,  coming  up  within  Piftol- 
ftiot  of  them,  and  made  many  dif- 
iharges  upon  the  Carabins,   which 
iparchcl  at f the  Head  of  the  Army, 
whom  he  immediately  ftoppM.     But 
the  Dufe  of  Parma,  having  receivM 
information ,   that  he  was  there  in 
Perfbn,  fb  weakly  attended,  and  out 
of  his  Generals  Poft,  firft  lent  out  his 
light-Horfe  againft  him ,    and  after 
them,  the  Body  of  his  men  at  Arms, 
who  drove  him  back  into  Aumak. 
His  hundred  Arquebufiers  v/ere  there 
almoft  all  of  them  cut  in  pieces,  and 

he 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League.        849 

he  was  in  danger  to  have  been  in-  An^w* 
clos'd,  and  either  kill'd  or  taken,  had 
not  the  night  come  on  apace,  during 
which,  the  Enemies  unwilling  to  in- 
gage  themfelves  any  farther,  with- 
out having  firft  difcover'd  the  Coun- 
try,  he  fortunately  brought  off  his 
men,  in  that  dangerous  Retreat  ;  in 
which  he  was  fbot  in  the  Reins  with 
a  PiftoL Bullet ;  but  the  Difcharge 
being  made  at  too  great  a  diftance,  it 
only  raz'd  his  Skin,  without  farther 
harm  :  His  Enemies  themfelves,  and 
principally  the  Duke  of  Parma,  in  this 
Combat,  admir'd  his  Valour,  and  his 
good  Fortune,  but  gave  no  great  com- 
mendations to  his  Conduct,  and  the 
Marfhal  de  Birony  who  us'd  to  fpeak 
his  mind  freely,  cou  d  not  hold  from 
telling  him  at  his  return,  that  it  was 
unbecoming  a  great  King  to  do  the 
duty  ofaCarabin. 

In  the  mean  time  Villars,  willing 
to  make  advantage  of  his  Abfence, 
performed  one  of  the  moft  gallant 
Anions  which  were  done  in  the 
eourfe  of  the  whole  War.  For  being 
informed  by  his  Spies,  in  what  order 
the  Camp  of  the  Befiegers  lay  j  he 
H  h  h  4  on 
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'£%l}$*\  on  the  twenty  fixth  of  February  y  made 
a  furious  Sally  out  of  all  the  Gates 
which  were  oppofite  to  the  Key ; 
which,  in  effect /was  worth  to  him  the 
gaining  of  a  Battel.  For  having  fur- 
prisM  the  Enemy,  and  carry 'd  all  the 
Quarters  which  lookd  towards  thofe 
Gates,  at  a  brisk  Charge,  which  he 
made  on  them  feverally,  at  the  fame 
rime,he  poifeft  himfelf  of  theTrenches 
and  all  the  Camp  which  was  on  that 
fide;  where,  during  almoft  two 
hburs  thar^he  was  Mafter  of  them, 
his  Infantry  beat  down,  overthrew , 
wafted  and  burnt  the  Tents,  Gabions, 
Batteries  ,  Utenfils ,  Ammunition  , 
Powder  and  Baggage  ;  fill'd  up  the 
Trenches,  fpoiFd  the  Mines,  nail'd 
the  Cannon,  deftroyM  or  made  ufe- 
Iefs  almoft  all  their  Labour,  while 
himfelf  advancing  with  four  Squa- 
drons of  chofen  men ,  againft  the 
Marfhai  de  Biron  (who  was  hafting 
thither,  though  fomewhat  of  the  la- 
teft,  from  his  Quarters  at  Demetal, 
to  the  Succour  of  his  Men)  made 
good  his  Retreat  with  great  bra- 
very, returning  often  to  the  Charge, 
that  his  Infantry  might  haveleifiire 

to 
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to  make  havock  of  all  things,  and  ^^*j>9*j> 
afterwards  to  retire  with  him,  which 
they  did,  and  he  re-enter'd  the  Town 
in  triumph,  with  more  than  an  hun- 
dred Prifoners,  and  five  great  pieces 
of  Cannon,  having  kill'd  above  five 
hundred  men,  twelve  Captains,  two 
Colonels,  and  difbrckr'd  and  routed 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Camp,  with- 
out the  lofs  of  more  than  thirty 
men. 

After  this  great  Succefs,  Villars 
held  himfelf  to  be  in  fb  good  a 
Condition  of  defence,  that  he  fent, 
to  defire  of  the  two  Dukes,  to  fup- 
ply  him  only  with  Money  for  Pay- 
ment of  the  Garrifon  ,  as  believing 
that  he  fhou'd  need  no  other  Suc- 
cours. But  the  King,  who  at  his  re- 
turn  ,  fbon  redrefs'd  the  Difbrders, 
and  forwarded  the  Siege,  having  fhut 
up  the  River  both  above  and  below 
the  Town,  with  a  great  number  of 
Barques,  which  were  well  equippd, 
and  ten  great HollavdVeffe Is,  which 
were  brought  him  by  Count  Phi  tip  of 
Najfitu,  the  Town  was  reduc'd  to  a 
want  of  Provifions,  in  two  moneths 
time.     Infbmuch,   that  Villars  was 

con- 
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conftrain'd  to  give  notice  to  the 
Dukes,  who  were  refrefting  their 
Army  beyond  the  Somme,  that  the 
Citizens  were  not  of  the  fame  mind 
with  the  Panfians ,  to  dye  of  Fa- 
mine, and  that  therefore  he  fhou'd 
be  rorc'd  to  capitulate,  in  cafe  he  was 
not  reiievd  within  eight  days. 

At  this  News,  the  Dukes,   who 
on  the  other  hand  underfW,  that 
the  Kings  Army  was  much  weaken'd 
with  hard  Duty  and  Suffering  at  fo 
long  a  Siege,  in  one  day  reaffembled 
all  their    Forces,  march'd    without 
their  Baggage,  re-pafs'd  the  Somme, 
made  thirty  Leagues  in    four  days 
time,  and  on  the  twentieth  of  April 
appear'd  in  Battalia  within  a  League 
ot  iW^.TheHead-officers  enter  d  the 
City  that  Evening,  becaufe  the  King 
(who  was  not  able  to  makeReffiftance 
at  one  time,  againft  a  great  Army 
which  lay  without,  and^a  Garrifon 
within  the  Town,  encourag'd  by  the 
presence  of  fo  powerful  a  Relief)  was 
conftrain'd  to  raife  the  Siege,  and  to 
retire  to  Pont  de  P  Arch,  where  the 
Nobility,  and  the  Troops  which  he 
had  before  fent  off,  to  refrefh  them- 

felves 
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Selves  in  the  adjacent  Country,  re- 
affembled  within  five  or  fix  days,  to 
the  number  of  three  thoufand  Horfe, 
and  fix  thoufand  Foot-  Then  finding 
himfelf  fuperiour  in  ftrength  to  the 
Army  of  the  Dukes,  who  having  ta- 
ken the  fmall  Town  o£C/tudebecy  were 
gone  to  take  up  their  Quarters  at 
Tvetot,  and  to  cover  it ;  he  march'd 
dire&ly  towards  them,  with  a  Refb- 
lution,  either  to  force  them  to  a  Bat- 
tel, or  to  enclofe  them  within  a  little 
corner  df  the  Countrey  of  Cmx,  cut- 
ting them  off  from  all  manner  of  Pro- 
vifions,  and  taking  from  them  all 
means  of  their  Retreat. 

And  truly  his  Defign  in  all  probabi- 
lity muft  have  fucceeded  ;  for  having 
forcM  t  hem  ,after  many  fmallSkirmifh- 
es,  wherein  he  had  ftill  the  advantage, 
to  forfake  their  Quarters  at  Tvetot, 
and  to  retire  by  night  to  a  more  fecure 
Pod,  within  a  quarter  of  a  League 
of  Cmdebec ,  he  (unrounded  them, 
and  fhut  them  up  fo  ftraightly,  that 
they  cou  d  neither  fubfift  any  longer, 
all  the  Paffages  for  Victuals  being 
feizM ,  nor  yet  retire,  having  at  their 
Back  an  Arm  of  the  Sea,  and  before 

them 
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^L^J^  them  an  Enemy,  wjio  w#s  ftronger 
than  themfelves:  nor  cou'd  they 
fight,  without  being  evidently  ex- 
pos'd  to  a  total  Overthrow.  But  the 
good  Fortune,  the  Skill  and  great 
Genius  of  the  Duke  of  Farm*,  over- 
came all  thefe  Difficulties,  and  in  one 
night  drew  them  out  of  that  immi- 
nent Danger  of  perifhing,  when  no 
appearance  of  fafety  was  remaining 
to  them.  For  under  protection  of 
two  great  Forts,  which  he  had  rais'd 
on  the  two  Banks  of  the  River,  with 
Redoubts,  which  commanded  the 
Water,  and  great  Out-works,  which 
on  his  fide  were  advanced  towards 
the  Kings  Army , as  if  he  had  intended 
to  have  expe&ed  them  within  his  Re- 
trenchments ;  on  the  twelfth  of 
May  at  night,  he  pafs'd  over  his 
whole  Army,  his  Baggage,  and  his 
Cannon,  in  a  great  number  of  large 
Boats ,  cover 'd  with  Beams  and 
Boards,  which  he  had  order  cl  to  be 
convey'd  down  from  Ronen.  In  lb- 
much,  that  at  break  of  Day,  every 
thing  was  in  fafety  on  the  other  fide 
the<S>/>e;  and  the  King,  whodifco- 
yerM  this  wonderful  Stratagem  toq 

kte, 
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late,  was  not  able  to  hinder  the  am.  t& 
Prince  Rtxuccio  farn  fei  who  with 
fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  men  had 
cover  d  this  Retreat  in  the  great  Tort, 
and  in  the  Out-works,  from  filing 
off  with  his  Men,  and  pailing  them 
them  all  over  together  with  his  four 
pieces  of  Gannon,  on  the  Boats  and 
Ferry  boats,  which  he  afterwards  fet 
on  fire. 

Thus  the  Duke  of  Parma  found  the 
means  in  one  night,  to  put  a  great 
River,  which  in  that  place  was  a  mile 
and  a  half  broad,  betwixt  his  Army 
and  that  of  the  King,  who  admir'd 
that  Action,  as  the  Mafterpiece  of 
one  of  the  greateft  Captains  in  the 
World.  And  without  giving  the  King 
leilure  to  purfue  him  by  Pont  del' 
Arcbe ,  he  prevented  him  in  fiich 
manner  by  his  diligence,  that  in  four 
days  he  was  got  into  La  Brie,  by  re- 
paying the  Seine  on  a  Bridge  of  Boats, 
right  over  againft  Charentov*  After 
which,  having  re-infore'd  Paris  with 
fifteen  hundred  Walloons,  and  taken 
the  Town  of  Eptrnay,  where  he 
pafs'dthe  Marm,  here-conducted  his 
Forces   into  the  Low-Countries,  ha- 
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Am;  1592.  ving  acquired  immortal  Glory ,  by 
4  performing  his  Defigns  at  two  feveral 
times,  againfi:  a  great  King,  without 
hazarding  his  Army,  and  forcing 
him  to  raife  his  Sieges  from  before 
two  the  greateft  Cities  in  the  King- 
dom, Paris  and  Ronen. 

Now,  as  it  often  happens,  that  e- 
vil   is  the   unexpe&ed  occafion    of 
good,fb  the  Siege  of  Ro^en^ which  fuc- 
ceeded  not  happily  to  the  King,  pro- 
duced a  Negotiation,  which  difpos'd 
all  things  10  well,  in  order  to  his 
Converfion,  that  it  may  be  faid  to 
have  fbw'd  the  Seeds,    which  not 
long  afterwards  produc'd  fb  excellent 
a  Fruit.     The  Duke  of  Mayenne  mor- 
tally hated  the  Spaniards,  who  had 
openly  declared,  tney  wouM  not  flic- 
cour  him,  in  cafe  he  did  not  oblige 
himfelf,  to  a£b  in  fiich  manner,  that 
the  States  fhouM  ele£t  the  Infanta, 
with  that  Perfbn,  who  fihoud  be  gi- 
ven her  for  Husband ■;  of  which  he 
had  been  conftraind  to  give  i hem 
Hopes,though  he  had  refolv'd  before- 
hand to  do  nothing  in  it.     He  had 
likewife  joyn'd  with  the  Politicks, 
who  were  now  the  ftrongeft  in  Pa- 
ris* 
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Nr,  againft  the  fhatter'd  remnants  of  ^^^ 
the  Fa&ion  of  Sixteen  :  Thofe  Poli- 
ticks had  alfb  admitted  htm  to  be 
their  Head,  but  on  condition  that  a 
Treaty  fhouM  be  fet  on  foot  with  the 
King,  provided  he  made  himfelf  a  Ca- 
tholick  ;  to  which  terms,  the  Duke, 
who  plainly  faw  that  he  cou  d  no  lon- 
ger pretend  to  the  Crown,  had  at 
length  fubmitted. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  King  found 
himfelfvery  uneafie,  and  much  per- 
plext,  betwixt  the  Hugonots  and  Ca- 
tboticks  of  his  Party  ;    for  the  firft 
perpetually    apprehending   that    he 
wou'd  efcape  out  of  their  Poffeflion, 
kept  clofe  about  him,  and  growing 
more  and  more  jealous  of  his  Carri- 
age, were  thinking  to  choofe  them- 
felves  another  Proteftor.     And  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Catholicks,  fbme 
of  them  really  defpighted,    and  o- 
thers  feemingly,  that  he  delayed  too 
long  to  be  inftru&ed  in  the  Catholick 
Religion,  and  confequently  conver- 
ted to  it,  form'd  amongft  themfelves 
a  new  Union,  which  they  call'd  by 
the  Name  of  the  third  Party  ;of  which 
the  young  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  was 

declar'd 
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Aim.  i$$2.  declared  Head  ;  who  expe&ed,  that 
K*/^mK*J  if  the  King  fhou  d  continue  obftinate 
in  his  Berefie,  thofe  who  had  hither- 
to follow'd  him  only  in  hopes  of  his 
Converfion,  wouM  in  conclufion  a- 
bandon  his  Party,  and  place  him  on 
the  Throne.  And  truly  it  might 
reafonably  be  fear  d,  that  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne,  who  was  ftrongly  fbli- 
cited  to  have  joyn'd  that  Party  with 
his  own,  in  order  to  ele£t  a  King  of 
the  Royal  Houfe,  wou'd  at  length 
have  contented  to  that  Propofition, 
rather  than  endure  the  Spaniards 
fhou  d  ele£t  that  Perfon  who  was  to 
efpoufe  their  Infanta,  even  though 
he  were  a  Prince  of  his  own  Fa- 
mily. 

Things  being  thus  favourably  di£ 
posM  on  both  (ides,  towards  the  con^ 
clufion  of  a  Peace  ,  the  Sieurs  du 
P/effis  Marnay,  and  de  Vtlkroy,  were 
chofen  to  labour  in  this  Treaty,  which 
was  to  be  kept  exceeding  private. 
In  the  beginning  of  it,  there  was 
ftarted  a  great  preliminary  Difficul- 
ty, which  was  of  neceflity  to  be  fur- 
mounted  before  any  thing  cou'd  be 
proposM,    touching  the  Conditions 

and 
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and  Articles  of  the  Treaty  it  fclf.  For  ^^^ 
Vilkroy  was  refolv'd  not  to  enter  upon 
it,  till  in  the  firft  place,  the  King 
gave  affurance ,  that  he  wou'd  em- 
brace the  Catholick  Faith,  immedi- 
ately after  he  had  been  inftru&ed  in 
it  ;  and  da  Phffis  remonftrared  on  the 
other  fide,  that  this  Propofal  fhock'd 
both  his  Honour  and  his  Confcience, 
becaufe  in  cafe  he  he-d  not  both  Re- 
ligions to  be  indifferent  to  him,  and 
by  that  means  woiTd  pais  for  an  A* 
theift,  he  oug;ht  not  to  be  obligd, 
to  make  choife  of  one  in  particular, 
before  his  Doubts  were  removed,  and 
his  Confcience  (atisfy'd  that  it  was 
the  true  Religion.  But  in  conclufi- 
on,  a  temperament  was  found,  which 
was,  that  the  King,  without  offend- 
ing either  his  Honour  or  his  Confci- 
ence, fhou'd  caufe  himfelf  to  be  in- 
ftru£ted  within  fix  Months ,  with  a 
true  defire  to  be  converted  ;  that,  iii 
the  mean  time,  he  fhoud  grant  leave 
to  the  Catholick  Princes  and  Lords 
of  his  Party,  to  fend  a  Deputation 
to  the  Pope,  to  petition  him,  that 
he  won  d  confirm  by  his  Authority, 
this  holy  Refblution;   and  that   in 
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expectation  of  its  AccompliOiment, 
the  treaty  of  Peace  fhou  d  ftill  pro- 
ceed ;  which  being  once  concluded, 
the  King  fhou'd  be  acknowledg  d  by 
the  Princes  of  the  League.  He  con- 
fented  without  making  any  difficult 
ties,  to  thefe  two  preliminary  Arti- 
cles, without  which  ,  there  was  no 
entring  into  the  Negotiation.  And 
with  the  fame  eafe  they  came  to  an 
Agreement  on  the  Articles,  which 
concerned  in  general  the  Party  of  the 
League;  but  when  they  proceeded 
to  the  particular  Interefts  of  the  fe- 
veral  Confederate  Lords,  the  Duke 
of  Mdyenne  made  fuch  high  and  ex- 
orbitant Demands  for  himfelf  and 
them,  as  were  manifeftly  tending  to 
the  difmembring  of  the  State;  fb 
that  in  conclufion,  feeing  he  wou'd 
abate  nothing  of  them,  they  were 
forcd  to  break  off' the  Conference,  af- 
ter two  Moneths  that  were  fpent  in 
the  Negotiation. 

It  procur'd  notwithftanding,  this 
good  effe£t,  that  the  King  continued 
fixt  in  the  Reiblution  which  he  had 
taken,  to  caujfe  himfelf  to  be  inftruft- 
ed  in  good  earnefl:,   and  to  permit 

his 
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his  Cgttholique  Lprds.to  fend  their :  f^jjjf1 
Deputies  to  the  Pope,  who  were  the 
Cardinal  dt  Upx.fy  and  the  Vtarquefs 
de  Pi  fray.  Ipwtent  the  Ninth,  who 
had  fucceeded  Gngor]  the  Fourtec:  th 
the  year  .before,-  had  ,  like  him,  de- 
clard.apenly  in  favour  of  the  Lrsgue. 
He  had  a  Ho  created  Cardinal  Phil'ppo 
Sega ,  Liihop  of  Placentta,  and  made 
him  his  Legat  in  France ;  whom  Car- 
dinal Cajttar?,  returning  to  Rom,  after, 
the  death  of  Sixtus  QwntMs^  had  left- 
at  Paris  in  his  place,  there  to  be  fer- 
viceable  to  the  League,  as  in  effett  he 
was  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  Cle- 
ment the  Eighth  ,- having  fucceeded 
this  Pope,  who  enjoyed  not  the  Papa- 
cy above  two  months,  at  the  begin- 
ning followM  the  fteps  of  his  two  Pre- 
deceffors,  and  fuffering  himfelf  to  be 
prepoffefsd  by  the  Spaniards,  wou'd 
not  fb  much  as  give  Audience  to  thofe 
Deputies ;  yet  their  Deputation  ,  as 
fhall  be  manifeft  in  due  time,  fuPd 
not  to  produce  thole  happy  effects 
which  were  expedted  from  it ,  and 
wrhich  were  fatal  to  the  League. 

In  the  meantime,  the  King  always 
purfuing  his  point ,  went  to  retake 
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the  Town  of  Epernay^  after  the  Mar- 
shal de  BiiroHy  who  was  (et  down  be- 
fore  it,  and  had  begun  to  form  the 
Siege,  was  (lain  by  the  fhot  of  a  Fal- 
conet, which  took  off  his  Head  as  he 
was  going  to  obferve  the  place.     In 
purfiiance  therefore  of  hisdefign,  that 
he  might  make  himfelf  Mailer  of  all 
Brye,   he  befieged  and  took  in  the 
fpace  of  three  days  the  Town  of  Pro- 
vim,  which  is  the  Capital  of  that 
Country:  After  uhich  he  built  a  For- 
trels  in  the  Ifle  of  Gournay,  betwixt 
Meaux  and  Paris,  within  four  Leagues 
of  that  great  City  ;  thereby  to  hinder 
it  from  being  any  ways  fupp'ied  by 
the  Marne ,  which  brings  into  it  a 
great  part  of  the  Commodities  of  La 
Brit  and  Champaign. 

On  the  other  fide  ,  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne,  who  having  not  ftrength 
fufficient  to  oppofe  this  progrefs  of 
the  Kings  fuccefs,  was  unable  to  do 
any  thing  for  the  relief  of  Park,  but 
only  to  take  Crejpy  in  Vakis,  refolv'd 
at  laft  to  imploy  that  formidable  ma- 
chine againft  the  King,  with  which 
he  had  lb  long  been  threatned  ;  I 
mean,  the  AJlembly  General  of  the 
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States,  therein  to  proceed  to  the  E-  ^^^ 
le&ion  of  anew  King,  who  Ihou'd  be 
oftheCatholick  Religion;  of  which 
all  the  Kings  of  France,  as  Eldeft  Sons 
of  the  Church,  have  made  a  conftant 
profeflion  fince  the  time  of  Clovis  the 
Great,  who  after  his  Baptifm  deferv'd 
the  glorious  Surname  of  Mojl  Chrifti- 
*n,  which  he  has  tranfinitted  with- 
out the  leaft  interruption,  to  all  his 
SuccefTors,  during  the  (pace  of  almoft 
twelve  hundred  years,  from  him  to 
King  Henry  the  Third  deceased. 

The  Duke  had  fblemnly  oblig'd 
himfelf,  more  than  once  to  call  this 
AfTembly,  but  he  had  always  delayM 
it  with  great  Art,  both  for  the  Inte- 
reft  of  the  State,  and  for  his  own  par- 
ticular concernment.  For  on  the  one 
fide,  he  always  fearM  that  the  Spani- 
ards (  who  fpar'd  for  nothing  to  gain 
the  Deputies  from  him,  partly  by 
Bribes,  and  partly  by  the  prefence  of 
a  great  Army,  which  they  intended 
yet  once  again  to  (end  into  France^ 
under  the  Duke  of  Parma^  to  protect 
the  States  as  they  gave  out)  at  length 
fhouM  compafs  their  defign ,  which 
wasj  to  procure  their  Infanta  to  be 
I  i  i  3  Ele&ed  ; 
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Ele£ted  :  And  on  the  other  ,  plainly 
forefeei ng  that  he  ft  on  d  not^e  EleQ;- 
'e<!l  himfelfj  b'ec^nfe.hecou'dnot  mar- 
ry the  Jnfarita'^  he  refolv'd';  no  'other 
ffiou'd  be  chofeti,  that  hetoight  not 
Ibfe  th:it  SovefeigftAuthoriry,  which 
fie  cou'd  maintain  ho  loriger  than  till 
the  States  had  made  an  hle&ion  of  a 
new  King.  ;  - 

^  But  after  all ,  he  coii'd  no  longer 
tefifl: the preffing  felicitations,  which 
ftie  great  Cities  of  his  Party  ,  the 
Spaniards  /the  Pope  him  felf  and  his 
Legat  made  him  continually,  putting 
him  in  mind  of  the  promife  he  had  16 
often  given  of  calling  that  AfTembly. 
knd  that  which  fixM  him  at  Uft  in 
this  det ermi^t ion  ,  wats  -  that  the 
Diike  of  ■P'd'rdi*})  who  was  affembling 
bis  Forces  to  enter  France  $o?  the  third 
time,  dyed inthemidftof thefe  con- 
futations,ttri  the  fifth  of  December-: 
For  hebeliev<ttfiatthe6/>^/^^;  ha- 
ying flow 'no  General^  who  was  any 
way  comparable  to  the Gzmm  of  that 
great  Man,  wouM  leave  him  the  com- 
ma rid  of  their  Armies,  or  at  lea  ft,  not 
being  able  to  make  any  great  progrefs, 
% oud  be  no  longer  io  formidable  to 
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him,  which  fell  out  accordingly.  On  Am- 1$9*< 
which  confideration,  he  made  no  Ion-  N*^v~>s 
gcr  fcruple  to  aifemble  the  Deputies, 
which  already  had  been  chofen  in  the 
Provinces  and  in  the  Towns ,  not 
doubting  but  fince  he  had  £or  him, 
befides  a  great  part  of  thole  Deputies, 
the  Parliament,  the  Town-houfe,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Colonels,  and  the 
Fafrion  of  the  Politiqucs  ;  that  he 
flbouM  be  able  with  eale,  to  break  all 
the  meafures  of  the  Spaniards ,  and 
thofe  few  Malecontents  which  were 
yet  remaining  of  the  Sixteen,  whom 
he  no  longer  regarded  but  as  a  fort  of 
Rabble,  whole  impotent  fury  he  con- 
temn d.  And  it  was  for  this  very  rea- 
fbn,  that  heat  laftrefblv'dthe  Affern- 
bly  fhou'd  be  held  at  Paris,  notwith- 
Handing  all  the  Artifices  of  the  Spani- 
ards y  who  endeavour'd  that  it  fhoud 
be  at  Rheims,  or  at  Soijfons  \  where 
the  Duke  cou'd  not  lecure  to  himfelf 
thofe  great  advantages  which  he  had 
at  Paris. 

The  Affembly  then  was  appointed  Am.  i$9i. 
to  be  held  in  the  Month  of  January  : 
And  while  the  Deputies  were  coming 
to  Paris,  the  Duke  of  Mxywne  pub- 
1  i  i  4  Ufo'd 
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lifh'd  an  ample  Declaration  ,  bearing 
date  the  fifth  of  January^  in  which, 
after  he  had  juftify'd  the  Arms  of  the 
League y  by  all  the  moft  plaufible  rea- 
Ions  he  cou  d  urge ,  and  principally ; 
by  the  great  motive  of  Religion, which 
at  laft  muft  give  place  to  Herefie,  if 
an  Heretick  King  fhou'd  be  receiv  d ; 
he  invited  all  the  Princes,  Prelates, 
Lords,  and  Catholique  Officers,  who 
were  of  the  oppofite  party,  to  meet 
the  reft  of  that  Aflembly,  that  they 
might  all  co-operate  without  other 
confident  ion,  than  only  the  Glory  of 
God  and  the  publick  good,  in  choice 
of  thofe  means ,  which  fhou'd   be 
found  moft  proper  for  the  prefervati- 
on  of  Religion  and  the  State ;  making 
his    proteftation  againft  flich  who 
fhou'd  refufe  fb  reafbnable  a  way  , 
that  they  were  to  be  efteem'd   the 
caufe  of  all  thofe  mifchiefs  and  mil- 
fortunes,  which  from  that  time  for- 
ward fhou  d  enfue. 

The  Legat  made  his  Declaration  a- 
part,  but  in  a  much  more  odious  man- 
ner ;  becaufe  inftead  of  containing 
himfelf  within  the  general  terms  of 
£he  good  of  Religion  and  the  State, 

as 
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as  the  Duke  of  Mqenne  had  done,  he  fn^^ 
invited  the  Catholiques  to  meet  in 
the  States,  for  the  Eleftion  of  a  King, 
who  fhouM  be  a  Catholick  in  pra&ice 
as  well  as  in  profeflion,  and  who,  by 
his  power,  was  able  to  fupport  Reli- 
gion and  the  State :  By  which  words 
he  feem'd  evidently  to  point  out  the 
King  of  Spain. 

It  was  not  hard  for  the  King  to  an- 
fwer  thefe  two  Declarations  ,  with 
lolid  Arguments,  and  to  make  a  like 
proteftation  ac/ainft  the  Authors  of 
them,  by  an  Edi&  of  the  fame  Month. 
And  in  the  mean  while,  the  Deputies 
being  a'moft  all  arrived,  they  went 
in  proceflion  to  the  Church  of  Noftre- 
Dame,  where  having  received  the  ho- 
ly Communion,  they  heard  a  Sermon, 
which  was  Preach'd  to  them  by  the 
famous  Genebrard,  to  the  great  fcan- 
dal  of  all  true  Frenchmen,  and  well- 
meaning  people  in  that  Congregati- 
on. 

This  Do£br  was  certainly  one  of 
the  moft  able  Men  of  the  Age,  but 
efpecially  in  the  knowledge  of  the  ho- 
ly Scriptures,  and  the  HebrewTongue, 
whereof  he  was  the  Kings  ProfefTor 

at 
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.An^JM^'  at  ^aris :  ■  But  by  that  unhappy  fatali- 
ty, or  rather  excels  of  immoderate 
Zeal,  which  drew  almoft  all  the  Do- 
ctors of  Paris,  into  the  League  ,  he 
embrace!  it  fb  paffionatelv ,  that  he 
was  always  one  of  the  moil  fiery,  and 
headftrong  defenders  of  it  ;  which 
quality,  joyn'd  to  his  profound  Learn- 
ing, was  the  caufe  that  Gregory  the 
Fourteenth,  that  great  Prote&or  of 
the  League  ,  gave  him  the  Archbi- 
fhoprick  of  Aix  y  after  the  death  of 
Alexander  Camgrany  ;  who  dyed  at 
Rome. 

Now,  he  being  one  of  the  princi* 
pal  Deputies  for  the  Order  of  the 
Clergy,  and  having  acquired  much 
Reputation  and  Authority  by  his  rare 
knowledge,  was  defird  to  Preach  this 
Sermon  :  In  which  ,  inftead  of  ex- 
horting the  Deputies  according  to 
Gods  Word,  that  they  fhouM  have 
nothing  before  their  eyes,  in  all  their 
Debates  and  Confutations,  but  only 
the  prefervation  of  the  State  and  of 
Religion,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  fup- 
port  of  it  ;  he  infore'd  himfelf  to 
prove  by  weak ,  fbphiftical  reafons, 
that  their  Affembly  had    power  to. 

change 
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change  and  abolifh  the  Salique  Law,  ^^w 
that  is,  the  fundamental  Law  of  the 
Realm,  which  has  been  always  invio- 
lably obferv'd,  fince  the  eftablifhment 
of  the  French  Monarchy  even  to  this 
day  :  As  if  the  States,  who  have  no 
other  power  than  that  of  reprefenting 
by  way  of  Petition  ,  what  they  be- 
lieve to  be  neceffary  for  the  good  and 
maintenance  of  the  State,  had  the  au- 
thority of  dettroying  it ,  by  ruining 
and  undermining  the  foundations 
which  ftipport  it,  and  which  preferve 
it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  ftran- 
gers.  But  the  reafbn  of  this  was,  that 
the  Do&or  ,  being  a  true  Leaguer, 
and  a  falfe  Frenchman ,  as  one  who 
was  devoted  to  the  iervice  of  King 
Philip  ,  like  the  Sixteen  ,  in  whofe 
Fa&ion  he  was  ingag'd,  endeavoured 
to  incline  the  Minds  of  the  Deputies, 
to  difpofe  of  the  Crown  of  France  to 
the  Infant  a  of  Spain,  according  to  the 
intentions  of  the  Spaniards,,  who  had 
given  him  inftrufKons  to  Preach  up 
this  wicked  and  notorioufly  falfe  max- 
im, for  found  Do&rin  and  for  Gofpel- 
Truth. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Mayenve,  who  not- 
withftandingthat  he  was  He  d  of  the 
League^  had  the  Soul  of  a  good  French- 
man, and  was  one  who  lov  d  his  Coun- 
try 7  as  the  King  himfelf  acknow- 
ledge, had  a  much  different  profpett 
of  things  ,  and  without  concerning 
himfelf  at  this  idle  dilcourfe,  becaufe 
he  knew  it  was  in  his  power  to  hin- 
der it  from  taking  effe£t,  open'd  the 
States-General  on  the  Twenty  fixth  of 
Jamary  y  in  the  Great  HalL  of  the 
Louvre  ;  where  all  Ceremonies  were 
punctually  oblerv'd  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, as  they  are  always  pra&is'd  in 
States  which  are  lawfully  AfTembled. 
And  all  that  pleafant  turn  of  Bur- 
lefquer  which  is  given  to  the  defcri- 
ption  of  it,  by  the  ingenious  Author 
of  the  Catholicon  of  Spain^  is  no  other 
than  pure  invention  of  a  great  Wit, 
who  under  thofe  delightful  Fi£Hons, 
hides  many  fharp  Truths,  which  jufl>-! 
ly  decry  the  Party  of  the  League. 

For  indeed  there  was  no  other  Pro- 
ceffion,  than  that  which  was  made 
by  all  the  Deputies,  when  they  went 
in  a  Body  to  perform  their  Devotions 
at  Noftre-Dame,     As  for  that  other 
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of  Monks,  who  were  arm'd,  over  the 
different  habits  of  their  Orders,  which 
is  dtfcrib'd  fo  pleafantly  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Catbolkon,  and  v\  hich  is 
ftill  to  be  feen  in  feveral  Prints,  it 
means  no  more  than  the  Mufter  of 
thofe  Ecclefiaftiques  and  Re'igious, 
whom  the  Author  of  that  Satyr  has 
tra'Tported  from  the  Siege  of  Parrs, 
to  thofe  States,  difguifing  his  Fable 
into  a  Proceffion,  to  make  his  Work 
more  du  ertifing  to  the  Reader. 

1  he  Formalities  there  were  accord- 
ing to  the  ufual  cuftom ,  excepting 
only  that  the  Duke  of  Mayenne ,  as 
Lieutenan  -General  of  the  State,  and 
Crown  of  France,  was  feated  under  a 
Canopv  of  Clorh  of  Gold,  which  was 
never  feen  practised  in  former  times. 
The  three  Orders  took  their  paces, 
after  the  ufual  manner  :  That  of  the 
Clergy  was  very  numerous  :  There 
was  but  a  thin  appearance  of  Lords 
and  Gentlemen  in  that  of  the  Noblefs : 
But  to  add  more  luftre  to  it,  M-wfieur 
de  Mayenne  y  as  if  he  were  inverted 
withSoveraign  Power  and  Authority, 
took  th*t  Prerogative  which  belongs 
only  to  the  King ;  which  was,  to  cre- 
ate 
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f^glr  ate  an  Admiral,  namely,  the  Marquels 
'  de  F/ liar s  ;  and  four  Mar (hzls  of  France, 
the  Sieurs  de  Cb afire  and  de  Boisdau* 
phzttj  whofe  Families  are  well  known 
to  be  ancient  3  Rofmy  a  Gentleman 
of  Lorrain,  Younger  Brother  of  the  ■ 
Houle  of  $av;crnyy  Lord  of  Rofae  in 
the  Dutchy  of  Barr,  and  St.  Paul,  a 
Soldier  of  Fortune,  who  by  his  Valor 
and  Military  Skill,  had  acquired  the 
Title  of  Noblefs. 

Monfieur  de  Mayenne  ,  after  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  G////T,  whole. 
Creature  this  Captain  was,  had  in- 
truded him  with  the  Government  of 
Champaigne,  where  after  having  made 
himlelf  Mafter  of  Rheims,  Me&ieres^ 
and  Vitry,  he  had  the  boldnels  to  po£ 
fefs  himlelf  by  force  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Rhetelois,  and  to  hold  it  in  quality  of  r 
Duke  ,  by  virtue  of  the  Donation 
which  he  laid  he  had  from  the  Pope, 
as  the  King  writ  word  to  the  Duke  of 
Never s  from  the  Camp  before  Char- 
tres  :  But  at  laft  his  intolerable  pride, 
accompanied  with  the  Tyranny  which 
heexercis'd  in  that  Province,  coft  him 
his  Life  by  the  hand  of  the  young 
Duke  of  Guife^  who  laid  him  dead  at 

his 
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his  feet  by  athruft  of  his  Sword  which 
piercd  his  heart ;  becaufe  that  Prince 
having  civilly  requeue  J  him  to  with- 
draw the  Soldiers  out  of  Rbeims, 
which  he  had  plac'd  there  to  affure 
himfeif  of  that  City  ;  this  pretended 
Marfhal,  who  wou'd  in  contempt  of 
him  be  abfolute,  had  told  him  in  a 
haughty  manner,  and  laying  his  hand 
on  his  Sword,  that  he  wGuld  not  do 
it. 

To  proceed,  the  Duke  of  Mayenney 
as  Lieutenant-General  of  the  State,ha- 
ving  thus  created  an  Admiral,aand 
four  MahTbals  of  France ,  thought 
what  he  had  done  wou'd  be  of  great 
confequence  to  the  Authorifing  thefe 
mock-States  of  Paris,  and  to  confirm 
his  own  power  together  with  the  e- 
ftablifhment  of  his  Party.  But  the 
Lord  of  Ch&nvallon,  who  had  as  much 
Wit  as  he  had  Courage  \  and  who 
forefaw  the  confequencesof  that  acti- 
on, faid  freely  to  him  :  Look  well  to 
your  f elf  Sir,  for  by  this  new  Creation, 
you  have  begotten  fo  many  Bajlards,  as 
will  one  day  legitimate  themfelves  at  your 
cojl  and  charges.  And  this  indeed  was 
verified  not  long  after,  in  the  Perfbns 

of 
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^-J  595-  of  Villirs,  Lit  Chaftre,  and  Boisdauphinj 
^  ~  who  forfbok  the  Duke  ,  and  made 
their  Treaty  with  the  King,  that  they 
might  be  maintairid  by  a  lawful  Au- 
thority, in  thofe  high  dignities  which 
the  King  alone,  to  the  exclufion  of  all 
others,  can  beftow.  And  if  the  Ba- 
ron of  Rofne,  who  was  of  Birth  and 
Merit  fufficient  to  have  beenMarfhal, 
had  been  poffefs'd  of  Towns  like  the 
others,  which  he  might  have  furren- 
dred  to  the  King  after  their  example, 
he  might  have  been  legitimated  as 
well  as  they;  and  then  thofe  Cities 
had  not  been  lolt,  which  the  Spani- 
ards (to  whom  he  went  over,  after 
having  been  refus'd  by  the  King)  took 
under  his  condud  and  by  his  valour, 
in  the  Province  of  Picardy. 

Thus  I  have  given  an  account  of  the 
Order  of  the  Noblefs  in  thefe  States  : 
As  for  the  third  Order  ,  it  was  com- 
posed of  a  few  confiderable  perfbns, 
and  of  a  great  number  of  fuch  as  were 
packM  together,  and  who  fervM  only 
to  make  a  {how  of  a  full  Aflembly; 
The  Speeches  which  are  to  be  feen  in 
the  Catholicon,  as  if  made  by  Rap  in, 
Monfimr  Gittot ,.  Councilor  of  the 

Court, 


The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

Court  y    Florent  Chreftkn  ,  and    Mr. 
Pierre  Phhou,  are  only  invented  for 
the  pleafure  of  the  Reader.  For  there 
were  fp'oken  oqly  four,  according  to 
the   uflial   cuftom  of  other  States  : 
Monfieur  de  Msty-nne  open  d  thefe  by  a 
Speech  of  his  own  ;  wherein  to  an- 
fwer  the  expectation  of  the  Deputies, 
he  declar "d,  that  this  Affembly  was 
on*y  call'd,  that  therein  they  might 
proceed  to  the  e!e£tion  of  a  Catholick 
King  ;    which  notwithftanding  was 
far  from  his  intention,  for  his  whole 
endeavours    were    to  fruftrate  that 
choice,  as  in  effeft  he  did.   The  Car- 
dinal pf  Pettzvz  ,    who  began  very 
much  to  decline  in  his  Parts  ,  faid  no- 
thing that  was  material  in  fpeaking 
for  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  which 
he  reprefented  :  The  Baron  of  Senecey 
for  the  Nob'efs,  and  the  Sieur  de  Lau- 
rence, Advocate  General  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Provence  ,  for  the  third 
State,  fpoke  incomparably  better,  each 
pf  them  after  his  own  manner ;  the 
laft  like  a  great  Orator,  and  the  for- 
mer like  a  prudent  Gentleman. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King,  who' 

was  unacquainted  with:  the  fecret  drift. 

Klfe  6£ 
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^«^i$93-  of  the  Duke  of  Mayennes  intentions, 
was  very  much  in  fear  that  in  this 
Affembly  they  wouM  ele£t  a  King , 
who  being  own'd  for  fuch  by  the 
Pope  ,  the  King  of  Spain ,  and  the 
greateft   part  of    the  Potentates   of 
Chriftendom,  by  all  the  Catholiques 
of  the  League i  and  perhaps  alfb  by 
thofe  of  the  third  Party  ,  whom  he 
ever  fufpe&ed,  wouM  at  lea  ft  prolong 
the  War,  and  might  poffibly  remain 
Conqueror.     In  order  to  the  preven- 
tion of  fb  great  an  evil,  he  thought 
good  that  the  Catholiques  of  his  Par- 
ty fhou  d  fend  a  Trumpet  to  the  A£ 
fembly  with  an  Authentique  A&,  by 
which  they  gave  them  to  underftand, 
that  fince  the  Duke  of  M&yenne  had 
fignified  by  his  Declaration,  that  he 
had  calPd  that  Affembly  with  intenti- 
on to  find  the  means  of  prefer ving  Re- 
ligion and  the  State  5  they  were  mod 
ready  to  fend  their  Deputies,  to  con- 
fer  with  theirs  at  fome  place  near  Pa- 
ris I  which  fhou  d  be  agreed  on  by 
both  Parties,  to  the  end  they  might 
compafs  fb  great  a  bleffing  ,  which 
was  the  aim  of  therr  defires ;  proteft- 
ing-  that  in  cafe  they  refused  this  rea- 

fbnable 
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fbnable  Propofnion  ,  they  fhouM  be 
held  guilty  of  all  thofe  evils,  which 
fhoud  be  producd  by  the  continuation 
of  (b  ttoody  a  War. 

'Tis  a  wonderful  kind  of  blindnefs, 
which  a  ftrong  paffion  produces  in 
a  Mind  that  differs  it  felf  to  be  prepof- 
fefs'd  with  it ;  that  how  clear  fighted 
foever  it  be  naturally,  yet  it  fees  not 
thofe  things  which  are  obvious  to  the 
moft  common  capacities  at  the  firft 
glance.  The  Proportion  was  made 
in  the  plaineft  and  moft  intelligible 
terms,  without  the  leaft  ambiguity 
in  their  meaning,  that  there  fhou'd 
be  a  conference  betwixt  the  Catho- 
liques  of  the  two  Parties,  to  confider 
of  the  fafeft  ways  which  cou'd  be 
found  for  the  prefervation  of  Religion 
and  the  State ;  yet  the  Cardinal  Le- 
gat  confiilting  only  the  violent  pa  lion 
which  he  had  to  fupport  the  FaQiion 
of  the  Sixteen  againft  the  King,  and 
to  exclude  him  from  the  Grown  , 
cry'd  out,  that  this  Proposition  of  the 
Catholique  Royalifts  was  contrary  to 
the  Law  of  God  ,  who  forbids  any 
communication  with  Heretiques ;  and 
the  Doctors,  who  were  devoted  to 
K  k  k  2  the 
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Ann. 1593,  the  League,  to  whom  that  meflaee 
was  lent  to  be  examm  d,  declard  it 
to  be  fchifmatical  and  Heretical  But 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  who  had  ano- 
ther profpeQ:  of  things  than  the 
Leaguers  and  Spaniards^  and  who  was 
refblv'd  to  hinder  the  election  of  a 
King,  managM  that  affair  fb  dexte- 
roufly  ,  that  it  was  concluded  in  the 
States,  that  the  conference  fhou'd  be 
accepted  ,  betwixt  thofe  only  who 
were  Catholiques  of  the  two  Parties, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  it  was  proposed. 
Notwithftanding  which  ,  it  was  not 
held  till  two  months  after,  at  the  end 
of  Jprzl,  in  the  Burrcugh  of  Suretme, 
becaufe  the  Duke  of  Mayenney  who 
defir'd  only  to  gain  time  for  the  com- 
pafling  his  ends,  was  gone,  before  he 
returned  his  anfwer,  to  meet  the  Spa- 
ni[h  Army,  which  was  commanded 
by  Count  Charles  of  Mansfield.  That 
Duke  was  of  opinion,  that  with  their 
afliftance  he  might  take  all  the  places 
on  the  Seine )  both  above  and  below, 
whichinconvenienc'dP^w.But  the  Ar- 
my being  fb  very  weak,  that  with  his 
own  Forces  which  were  added  to  it, 
there  were  not  in  all  above  10000 

Men; 
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Men ;  all  that  he  cou'd  do  was  only 
to  take  ftojoti  which  employed  his 
time  ;  after  which,  it  was  fo  much 
diminiihd  by  the  nrotrattion  of  that 
Siere  whkh  had  coft  fb  much  blood, 
that  the  Count  was  forc'd  to  return 
to  FUndtrs. 

As  for  the  Conference,  though  it 
was  made  with  much  more  prepara- 
tion and  magnificence  than  all  the 
former,  it  had  yet  the  fame  deltiny 
attending  it,  becaufe  the  twTo  Heads 
of  the  Deputation  on  either  fide,  Re- 
naud  dt  Beaun?,  Archbifhop  of  Bourgesf 
for  the  Royalifts,  and  Peter  a*  EJpwac, 
Archbifhop  of  Lyons,  for  the  League, 
two  of  the  moft  dextrous  and  eloquent 
men  of  that  Age,  w7ere  both  of  them 
fomewhat  too  well  conceited  of  their 
own  parts,  and  maintained  their  opi- 
nions with  too  much  wit  and  too 
great*  vehemence  ,  to  come  to  an  a- 
greement  in  their  difputations  againft 
each  other.  The  Archbifhop  of  Boar- 
gety  in  the  three  Speeches  wrhich  he 
made  for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  Pro- 
portion, and  for  the  confirmation  of 
it,  by  refuting  thofe  anfwers  which 
were  njade  him,  omitted  no  force  of 
Kkk  i  Argu- 


if 
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5^*W-  Arguments ,  v<  hich  cou-d  be  drawn 
from  Realbn,  to  induce  thofe  of  the 
Lt :  cS *m  to  a  btiief  of  ihefe  three  points, 
which  he  maintained  conftantly ,  and 
with  great  vigour ,  to  the  end ,  as 
Truths  indubitable. 

The  Firft  was ,  c  That  there  is  an 
*indi(penfable  obligation  of  Acknow- 
6  ledging  and  Honouring  as  King,  Him 
cto  whom  the  Crown  belongs,  by  the 
f  inviolable  right  of  Lawful  Succefli- 
£  on,  without  regard  to  the  Religion 
1  he  profeffes,  or  to  his  way  of  Life. 
f  And  this  he  prov d  firft  by  theTefti- 
€  monies  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  Apo- 
f  ftles ,  who  command  us  to  honour 
'Kings  and  Higher  Powers,  and  to 
'pay  them  that  obedience  which  is 

*  due  to  them  ,  even  though  they 
cflioud  be  Unbelievers  and  wicked 
*men  ;  declaring  that  every  man 
'ought  to  firbmit  himfelf  to  the  pow- 
'  ers  which  are  ordained  by  God,  and 
*that  to  do  other  wife  is  to  refift  his 
f  Will,  and  trouble  the  order  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  Publick,  Secondly, 
<  By  examples  drawn  from  the  Old  Te~ 

•  ftament,  where  we  fee  that  Zgdekiah 
f  was  fharply  repreliended  andpunifh'd 
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«  by  God,  for  having  revolted  againft 
'the  Kin  ;  of  the  Chaldeam  ;  that  the 
'  People  of  //*«■/ obcy'd  Mucbad*e*- 
'  zar  in  the  Bdylomlb  Captivity  by  the 
'  Command  of  God  ;    and  that  the 

*  Prophets   Ah>]w  and  Elijah  ,  were 
'  content  to  reprove  thofe  Kings,  who 

*  bciicv  d  not  in  God,  as  Jyobom  and 
1  4h*b9  without  ever  revolting  againft 
'  them.     Thirdly,  By  the  Example  of 
'the  Chriftfens  in  all  Ages,  who  had 
'  furfer'd  peaceably  the  dominion  of 
'  Idolatrous  Emperors,  Tyrants ,  and 
'  Perfecutors  of  the  Church ;  and  had 
'  not  refusM  to  acknowledge  for  their 
'  Sovereigns,  thofe  Emperors  who  had 
'  fallen  into  Herefie,  fuch  as  Conftan- 
'tilts,  Salens,  Zs»°  >  Ana(ta(im,  'f&~ 
'rulitts,  Conjlantim  the  Fourth,  and 
'  the  Fifth,  Leo  the  Third  and  Fourth, 
"  Theopkilus ,  and  the  Got  hi  que  Kings 
'  in  Italy,  the  Fandals  in  Jffrica,  and 
'  the  Vi fifths  in  Spain,  and  in  Gaul, 
1  though  they  were  all  of  them  Ari- 

'  am. 

'  From  thence  patting  to  the  fecond 

'point,  he  added,  That  by  a  more 

'convincing  reafon,  they  were  bound 

'  to  obey  the  prefent  King,  who  hy 

K  k  k  4  '  Gods 
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Jnfy  i5P3-  'Gods  Grace  was  neither  Vagm  nor 

•  Anan- ,  nor  a  Perfecutor  of  the 
f  Church  and  of  Catholiques,  whom 
f  he  protected  and  maincainM  in  all 
I  their  Rights  ;  who  believed  with 
<  them  in  the  fame  God,  the  fame  Je- 
f  fus  ChrifL  and  t  Re  fame  Creed :  And 
c though  he  was  divided  from  them 
€  by  fome  errors,  which  he  had  fuck'd 
'in,  as  we  may  fay,  with  his  milk, 
f  and  which  he  had  never  renounced 

*  but  by  a  forcM  conversion  with  the 
'Dagger  at  his  Throat ;  yet  this  not* 
'withftanding  it  cou'd  not  be  faid, 
f  that  he  was  confirm'd  in  them  with 
6  that  ot)ftinacy  which  conftitutes  He- 
'refie,  fince  he  was  wholly  refblvcl 
'to  forfake  them  as  fbon  as  he  fhou'd 
fbe  inftru£ted  in  the  truth  ;  which 
'pccafiond  him  with  all  modefty  to 

•  maintain,  that  he  ought  not  to  pais 
f  with  them  for  an  Heretique.  That 
'for  the  re(t9  by  Gods  bleiling  there 
f  was  great  probability  of  hope,  that 
?  he  wpu'd  fudclenly  be  converted  ; 
f  that  he  was  already  altogether -io- 
^clindto  it,  as  appeared  by  the  pqr- 

*  miflicn  which  he  had  given  to  the 
*Cafholique  Princes  and  Lords  ,  to 

"  ""'■  'iencf 
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^fend  at  his  proper  cofts  and  charges,  ^J^1*** 
the  Marquefs  of  Pifmy  to  our  Holy 
Father ,  and  to  make  this  prefent 
Conference  with  them :  That  he  had 
even  uncover'd  his  Head  with  great 
refpeft,  in  beholding  a  Proceflion  at 
Mantty  which  pafsd  by  his  Win- 
dows ;  that  not  long  before  this  time, 
he  had  folemnly  renew'd  the  promife 
which  he  had  made,  to  caufe  him- 
felf  to  be  inftru&ed  ,  and  that  he 
wouM  infallibly  accomplifh  it  with 
the  fooneft. 

And  upon  this,  to  acquit  himfelf 
of  what  he  had  propos'd  in  the  third 
place,  he  fet  himfelf  to  adjure  them, 
with  the  ftrongeft  reafbns,  and  the 
moft  tender  expreflions  he  cou'd 
ufe,  that  they  wou'd  jpyn  themfelves 
with  the  Kings  Party,  for  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  fb  good  a  work,  and  bear 
their  part  in  that  Inftru£tion,and  con- 
fequently  Converfion  of  fb  great  a 
King  ;  who  receiving  at  their  hands 
that  duty  to  which  they  were  obliged, 
wou  d  affuredly  give  them  the  fatis- 
faftion  which  they  wifh'd,  and  which 
he  was  not  in  a  capacity  of  giving 

them,  at  a  time  when  they  demand- 
ing 
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^tk^1\  ing  it  with  Arms  in  their  hands,  it 
wou  d,  have  app.ar  d  thai  he  had  done 
it  only  on  compulfion. 

On  the  other  fide  the  Archbifhop 
of  Ljmsj  who  was  not  enduM  with 
lefs  Eloquence  and  Knowledge  than 
the  Archbifhop  of  Bovrges,  anfwering 
in  order  to  thole  three  points  which 
were  proposed  by  that  Prelate  [a  id, 
in  the  name  of  all  his  Colleagues , 
* That  they  acknowledge!  they  ought 
'to  own  for  King ,  Soveraign  Lord, 
'and  Head  of  the  French  Monarchy, 

*  Him  to  whom  the  Kingdom  beiongd 
'  by  a  lawful  Succeflion :  But  fince  Re- 
ligion ought  to  be  preferred  before 
cFlefli  and  Blood  ,  this  Monarch  of 
c  necellity  mud  be  a  Moft  Chriftian 

*  King,  both  in  name  and  reality  ;  and 
x  that  according  to  all  Laws  both  Di- 

*  vine  and  Humane,  it  was  not  permit- 
c  ted  them  to  give  obedience  to  an  He- 
c  retique  King,  in  a  Kingdom  fubje£fc- 
ced  to  Jefus  Chrift,  by  receiving  and 
^profeffirig  the  Cathdli.que  Religion. 
<That  God  in  the  Old  Teftament  had 
c  forbidden  a  King  to  be  fet  up,  who 
4  was  not  of  the  number  of  the  Bre- 
c  thren,  that  is  to  fay,  of  the  fame  Re- 
ligion, 
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'ligion,  which  constitutes  a  true  Bro-  An%^^ 
'  therhood  :  That  in  profecution  of 
1  this  order,  the  Priefts  and  Sacrifices 
'of  //r^e/had  withdrawn  themfelves 

*  from  the  obedience  of  King  Jerobo- 
QamJ  as  foon  as  he  had  renounced  the 
c  worfhip  of  the  true  God.  That  the 
'  Towns  of  — —  and  Libncth,  which 

*  were  the  portion  of  the  Levites,  who 

*  were  the  beft  inftru&ed  in  the  Law 
1  of  God,  had  forfaken  Joram,  King  of 
1  Judah ,  for  the  fame  reafbn :  That 
\  Arn&z,Uh  and  Queen  Athaliah  ,  ha- 
?  ving  abandoned  the  Religion  of  their 
c  Forefathers,  had  been  depos'd  by  the 
c  general  content  of  all  the  Orders  of 
€  the  Kingdom  ;  and  that  the  Maccha- 

*  bees  were  renown'd  and  prais'd 
'through  all  the  World,  asthelaft^ 
€  Heroes  of  the  ancient  Law,  becaufe 
c  they  had  taken  Arms  againft  Antio- 
€  chm  their  Soveraign  Prince  ,  for  the 
'defence  of  their  Religion. 

?  That  the  people  of  the  Jew  did 
c  indeed  obey  the  King  of  the  Chalde- 
'  &ns,  but  they  had  bound  thernfelves 
-by  Oath  fo  to  do,  according  to  the 

*  exprefs  command  which  God  had  gt- 
t  yen  them  by  his  Prophets,  for  pu- 

'  nifhment 
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f*2J$9i*  'punifliment  of  their  abominations; 

4  for  which  reafon  he  luhietted  :iiem 
'to  the  dominion  of  an  Infidel 
'as  for  themfelves,  they  were  io  faj 
4  from  having  qhtredinto  fiichan  en-i' 
4gagement,  that  they  had  made  one,; 
'by  the  Authority  of  his   V         fsv 

*  quite  to  the  contrary,  that  they 
'  wou'd  never  acknowledge  an  Here- 
'  tique  for  their  King.  And  as  for  the 
4Chriftians,  who  threw7  not  off  their 
4  obedience  to  their  Emperors  and 
'Kings  who  were  Heretiques ,  'tis 
4moft  certain  that  they  obeyed  only 
4  out  of  pure  neceffity  ,  and  becaufe 
4 they  wanted  power;  but  that  their 
4  Hearts  and  Affections  had  no  part  in 
4  it :  Witnefs  the  harlhnefs  with  which 
4  the  Holy  Fathers  have  treated  them 
4  in  their  Writings  :  where  they  call 
'them  Wolves,  Dogs,  Serpents,  Ty- 

*  gers ,  Dragons  ,  Lyons  ,  and  Anti- 
4  chrifts,  in  conformity  to  the  Gofpel, 
4  which  wills,  that  he  who  is  revolted 
'from  the  Church,  (hould  be  held 
4  and  treated  like  a  Pagan  ;  to  far  it  is  I 
4  from  authorising  us  to  hold  him  for 
c  a  King,  much  lefs  a  Mod  Chriftian 
■King.     For  what  remains,  befides- 


:;: 
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the  Councils  receivd  in  France,  and  ^^^ 
the  Imperial  Laws  ,  which  declare 
Heretiq  :cs  to  be  unworthy  of  any 
kind  ot  honour,  dignity,  or  publick 
office,  m  uch  more  of  Royalty:  The 
Fu;  ental  Law  of  the  French  Mo- 
narchy is  moft  exprefs  in  this  parti- 
alis? b]  the  Oath  which  the  Moft 
Chriftian  Kings  take  at  their  Coro- 
nation ,  to  maintain  the  Catholique 
Religion,  and  to  exterminate  all  He- 
refies  ;  in  confideration  of  which, 
they  receive  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
from  their  Subjects  ;  and  that  the 
laft  States  hdd  decreed,  with  the  ge- 
neral applaufe  of  ah  good  Frenchman, 
that  they  wou'd  never  depart  from 
that  Law,  which  was  accepted  and 
fworn  to  fblemnly,  as  a  fundamen- 
tal of  the  State, 

c  In  fine,  to  clofe  up  all  which  he 
had  to  fay,  in  relation  to  this  firfl: 
point,  he  added,  That  without  this, 
it  was  impoflibie  to  preferve  Religi- 
on in  France,  becaufe  an  Heretique 
Prince  wou'd  not  be  wanting  to  efta- 
blifh  Herefiein  his  States ;  as  well  by 
his  example  which  wrould  be  leading 
to  his  Subjects,  as  by  his  authority 

c which 
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1  which  cou'd  not  long  be  refifted  :  As 
'it  was  too  manifeft  in  the  Kingdom 
i  of  Ifrael,  which  jeroboam  turnd  to 
'  Idolatry ;  and  as  it  has  fince  been 
'feen  in  Denmark,  Sweden,  the  Prote- 
4  ftant  States  of  Germany,  and  in  Eng- 
iLwd  ;  where  the  , people  following 
'the  example  of  their  Princes,  and 
i  bending  under  their  authority,  have 
'fufferM  themfelves  to  be  unhappily 

*  drawn  into  that  Ahyfs  of  Herefies, 
6  in  which  they  are  plungd  at  this  ve- 
4ry  day. 

And  thereupon,  paffing  to  the  o- 
ther  points  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Bour- 
ses his  Speech,  he  faid  in  few  words, 
'  That  it  couM  not  be  doubted  but  the 
'King  of  Navarre  was  an  obftinate 

*  Heretique,  and  no  way  inclinM  to  be 
'  converted,  fince  for  fb  long  a  time 
'  he  had  continued  to  maintain  Errors 
'  condemn  d  for  Herefies  by  General 
c  Councils,  and  that  he  ftill  favour  d- 
€  the  Huguenots  more  than  ever,  and 
i  efpecially  his  Preachers ;  that  he  had 
'been  often  invited,  but  ftill  in  vain, 
e  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  Church ; 
€  after  which  it  woud  be  loft  labour 
1  for  them  to  exhort  him,  particularly 

'  after 
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i after  being  tirft  acknowledge,  as  he 
'thought  to  be  ;  that  therefore  they 
c  wou  d  never  endeavour  it,  and  that 
J' they  had  all  (worn,  not  only  not  to 
'acknowledge  him,  but  alfb  to  have 
4  no  manner  of  commerce  with  him, 
c  fb  Ions  as  he  fhou'd  remain  an  Here- 


'tiq  ie. 


Now  when  the  Archbifhop  of 
Bourses ,  who  was  pre  acquainted 
with  the  Kings  fecret  purpofe,  faw, 
that  after  a  ftrong  reply  which  he  had 
made  to  that  noify  Harangue,  they 
ftilt  held  faft  to  that  one  point,  from 
which  it  was  impoffible  to  remove 
them ;  he  was  of  opinion  ,  that  by 
yielding  it  to  them  ,  the  bufinefs 
wou'd  foon  come  to  an  happy  conclu- 
fion.  For  which  reafbn,  having  de- 
manded time  to  confult  thereupon, 
the  Princes  and  Lords  by  whom  they 
were  deputed,  as  fbon  as  he  had  re- 
ceived the  anfwer,  which  he  knew 
before  hand  they  wouM  make,  he 
told  the  Deputies  of  the  League,  at 
the  feventh  Seffion,  which  was  the 
leventeenth  of  Muyx  That  God  had 
at  the  laft  heard  their  prayers  and 
vows,  and  that  they  ihou'd  have  what- 

foever 
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f^}93\  fbever  they  had  required  for  the  fafety 
of  Religion  and  the  State,  by  the  con- 
version of  the  King,  whieh  they  had 
been  encouraged  to  hope,  and  which 
at  prefent  was  afford  to  them ;  fince 
the  King,  who  was  refblv  d  to  abjure 
his  Herefie,  had  already  affembled  the 
Prelates  and  the  Do&ors,  from  whom 
he  wou'd  receive  the  inftru&ion, 
which  ought  to  precede  that  great  a- 
61ion,  which  all  good  Catholiques  of 
both  Parties  had  fo  ardently  defied  ,- 
for  the  reunition  of  themfelves  in  a 
lafting  peace.  And  to  the  end  that 
it  might  be  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  eve- 
ry man  in  particular  i  they  might 
treat  with  them  concerning  the  (ecu- 
rities  and  other  conditions ,  which 
they  fhou'd  demand  for  the  Ir  interefts : 
Affuring  them,  that  in  order  to  re- 
move all  occafion  of  diftruft,  nothing 
fhoud  be  done  on  their  fide,  till  the 
King  had  declarM  himfelf  effectually 
to  be  a  Catholique. 

This  Proportion  which  the  Depu- 
ties of  the  Union  little  expeQred,  and 
which  ruin  cl  all  the  pretentions  of 
their  Heads,  difbrder'd  them  fb  much, 
that  after  they  had  confulted  amongft 

their£ 
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themfelves  for  ad  Anfwer,  not  being 
able  to  conclude  on  any . they  thought 
themfelves  bound  to  report  it  to  the 
Affembly  of  the  Eftates  at  Pan's.  And 
then  it  was  clearly  to  be  feen,  that 
the  Heads  of  the  Party,  who  thought 
on  nothing  but  how  to  fatisfie  each 
man  his  Ambition,  under  the  fpecious 
pretence  of  great  Zeal  for  the  Catho- 
lick  Faith ,  were  much  more  afraid 
than  defirous  of  the  Kings  Converfion. 
Though  it  had  been  made  evident  to 
them  ,  by  invincible  Reafons ,  fup- 
ported  by  the  Authority  of  the  moft 
learned  Do&ors  ,  that  Abfolution 
might  be  given  to  the  King  in  France^ 
without  recourfe  to  Rom?,  efpecially 
fince  it  wou'd  be  given  only  ad  Cautt* 
lam,  and  that  afterwards  they  wou  d 
fend  to  the  Pope  for  his  Confirmation 
of  it  ;  they  returned  this  Anfwer  by 
the  Archbifhop  of  Lyons ,  That  they 
ardently  defied  the  Qonverfion  of  the 
Kjng  ^/Navarre ,  but  that  they  coud 
not  believe  it  fincere,  till  his  Holinefs,  to 
rvhofe  Judgment  th°y  fabmitted  them- 
felves y  and  who  alone  had  the  power  of 
abfolving  him,  had  rec^ncibd  him  to  the 
Church :  before  which  time  it  was  not 

L  1 1  per- 
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permitted  them  to  enter  into  any  Trea- 
ty of  Peace,  or  to  take  any  Securities, 
becaule  that  wouM  be  to  prevent  the 
Judgment  of  the  Pope,  and  to  treat  at 
leaft  indirectly  with  him  ,.  who  was 
vet  out  of  the  Pale  of  the  Church, 
which  woud  be  directly  againft  the 
Oath  which   they  had  taken.     And 
thereupon  ,  the  Duke   of   Mayenm, 
who  only  fought  the  means  of  retain- 
ing as  long  as  poffibly  he  cou'd,  that 
almoft  foveraign  Authority  which  he 
had  ufurpd,  together  with  the  great* 
eft  part  of  the  Princes  and  Lords  of 
his  Party,  took  a  new  Oath,  betwixt 
the  Hands  of  the  Legat,  that  the} 
wou'd  never  acknowledge  the  Kingol 
Navarre^  even  though  he  fliou'd  turn, 
Catholick,  unlefs  by  the  Command  ; 
ment  of  the  Pope.  Thus  remaining  al- 
ways fixM  in  thatRefolution,  which 
abfblutely  hindjed  any   farther  pro 
grefs  in  the  Conference ,  after  fever 
or  eight  Seilions  held  at  Surenm,  and 
two  more  at  Roquette,  an  Houfe  be- 
longing to  the  Chancellor  de  Chivemy. 
without  St-  Anthonies  Gate,  and  at  Lc> 
Villettt)  betwixt  Paris  and  St.  Denis, 
they  concluded  on  nothing  that  was 

tend- 
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ending  to  the  Peace,  while  the  Spa-  A^2^ 
iwxAs  1H11  imploy'd  all  their  Canning 
md  their  Friends,  in  the  Eftates,  to 
(perpetuate  the  War  by  the  election  of 
a  King. 

Tor  even  before  the  Conference  of 
nne  was  begun,  the  Duke  of  Fe- 
rU  ,  AmbalTador  Extraordinary  from 
the  King  of  Spain  to  the  General  fi- 
xates at  Parifj  accompanied  by  Don 
Bern  at  din  Mendoza  ,  AmbalTador  in 
Ordinary  ,  Don  Diego  £  Ibarra  ,  and 
John  Baptifta  Tt&U  printed  in  a 
full  Affembly,  (where  he  was  receive! 
with  great  Honour  J  his  Mafters  Let- 
ters, in  which  he  exhorted  them  to 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  eledion 
of  a  Catholick  King.  'Twas  that  in- 
deed, which  King  Philip  infinitely  de- 
fied, as  well  thereby  to  continue  the 
Enmity  betwixt  the  two  Parties, 
which  doubtlefs  wou'd  have  been  ef- 
fe&ed  by  the  choice  of  a  new  King, 
as  to  procure  the  Crown  for  his 
Daughter  the  Infanta,  as  he  had  ex- 
plained himfelf  more  than  once  alrea- 
dy. In  effe£t,  thole  Spaniards  were 
not  wanting  fbme  time  after,  to  pro- 
pofe  her  pretended  Pught  of  Proximi- 
L  1 1  2  ty, 
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ty,  is  being  iflued  from  the  Daughter 
of  King  Henry  the  Second.    But  fee- 
ing afterwards,  that  they  were  bent 
upon  a  King,  they  renewd  the  Propo- 
fal  of  marrying  her  to  the  Archduke 
Erneflm ;  till  at  laft  perceiving,  that 
both  thefe  Propofitions  were  ill  re- 
lifh'd  ,   even  by  their  mod  zealous 
Partifans,  who  adher  d  to  all  the  reft, 
in  the  election  of  a  King  who  fhouM 
be  a  Frenchman,  and  to  whom  the 
King  of  Spain  might  give  his  Daugh- 
ter in  Marriage ;  they  made  a  new 
Overture,  after  they  had  taken  time 
to  deliberate  on  an  Affair  of  that  im- 
portance ,  and  faid,  That  the  King 
their  Mafter,that  he  might  give  them 
full  fatisfaftion ,  was  ready  to  agree 
on  the  Marriage  of  the  Infant  a,  with 
Ibme  French  Prince,  whom  he  wou'd 
nominate,  therein  comprehending  the 
Family  of  Lorrain,  fince  it  was  but  rea- 
fbnable  that  himfelf  fhou  d  have  the 
choice  of  the  Perfbn  whom  he  inten- 
ded for  his  Son  in-law :  but  that  it 
was  alfb  neceffary  that    the  Eftates 
fhou'd  ele£tthem,  and  fhouM  declare 
both  of  them  King   and  Queen  of 
France j  for  the  whole  and  every  part 

of 
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of  it ;  and  that  he  woud  iraploythe 
whole  Forces  of  his  Kingdoms  to 
maintain  them  in  it. 

As  almoftall  the  Deputies  were  de- 
firous  of  nothing  more  than  to  ele£t  a 
new  King  who  fhou 'd  be  a  Frenchman, 
this  Propofition  which  feemM  very 
advantagious,  was  received  by  them 
with  fb  great  Applaufe,  that  the  Duke 
of  Mxyenne,  who  was  newly  return  d 
to  the  Eftates,  there  to  fruftrate  the 
Defigns  of  the  Spaniards ,  durft  not 
undertake  to  oppofe  it  dire&ly, though 
he  was  ftrongly  refblv'd  to  hinder  it 
from  taking  effeft,  by  all  the  ways  in 
his  power,  becaufe  the Ele£Hon coud 
not  poffibly  fall  on  him. 

And  while  he  was  plorting  the 
means  in  order  to  it,  that  part  of  the 
Parliament  of  Peers ,  which  was  at 
Paris  for  the  League,  having  ftill  re- 
tained ,  notwithftanding  the  divifion 
of  their  Members  ,  thole  generous 
Thoughts  and  inviolable  Maximes, 
which  they  have  always  made  appear, 
on  all  occafions ,  and  in  whatfbcver 
condition  they  were,  to  maintain  the 
fundamental  Laws  and  Prerogatives 
of  the  trench  Monarchy,   furniffrd 

L  1 1  i  him 
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^m}}9}9  him  with  an  excellent  Expedient.  For 
that  Court,  being  informed  that  the 
Propofition  of  the  Spaniards  feem  d  to 
be  approved  by  the  Eftates  ,  on  the 
i  %th.  day  of  Jrmey  made  this  memora- 
ble Decree,  which  contains  in  fub- 
ftance  ,  That  not  having ,  as  indeed 
they  never  hdd%  any  other  intention  jhato 
the  maintenance  of  the  Catholick,  Apoflo- 
lick,  ahd  Roman  Religion  in  France, 
under  the  Protection  of  a  Mo  ft  Chriftian 
Kjng)  who  {hoiid  be  both  Catholick  and 
French  ,  they  have  ordain  d ,  and  do 
hereby  ordain^  that  it  fljall  be  this  day 
remonfirated  to  Monfieur  de  Mayenne, 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  State  and 
Crown  of  France,  in  the  prefeme  of  the 
Princes  and  Officers  of  the  Crown,  being 
now  at  Paris,  that  no  Treaty' {hall be  made 
.  for  the  transferring  of  the  Crown  into  the 
Hands  of  foreign  Princes  or  Princess, 
and,  that  he  {hois.d  imploy  the  Authority 
committed  to  him7  to  hinder  the  Cro.vn 
from  being  transferred  into  a  foreign 
Handy  againft  the  Laws  of  the  Realm , 
under  the  pretence  of  Religion  ;  and  that 
the  faid  Court ,  has  from  this  prefent 
time  declared ,  and  does  hereby  declare  >+ 
dl  thofe  Treaties  which  are  made,  and. 

which 
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which  {kail  be  hreafter  ?nade ,  for  the  ^^$2* 
eflablsfhrmnt  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
Prince ft,  to  be  null,  and  of  no  effect  and 
value,  as  made  m  prejudice  to  the  Sa- 
lique  Law,  and  other  fundamental  Laws 
of  the  Realm  0/ France. 

The  Duke  of  Mayenne  feem'd  to  be 
very  much  incens  d  ,  that  they  had 
made  this  Ordinance  without  his  Par- 
ticipation ;  and  vehemently  upbraided 
Monfieur,  the  firft  Prefident  "jean  le 
Mai/Ire,  whom  he  had  conftituted  in 
that  Office :  who  not  being  acquaint- 
ed with  his  fecret  intentions,  anfwer'd 
him  wTith  that  Gravity  and  Refbluti- 
on,  which  is  becoming  the  Head  of  fb 
venerable  a  Company,  when  he  per- 
forms his  Duty.  But  in  reality  that 
dextrous  Prince  was  glad  of  fuch  an 
occafion,  becaufe  he  well  hop'd,  this 
Ordinance  wou'd  at  leaft  put  a  block 
in  the  Spaniard's  way.  But  he  found 
the  contrary  ;  for  when  they  faw  by 
this  Decree,  and  by  the  taking  of 
Dreux,  (which  the  King  had  befieg'd, 
and  after  carried  by  force,  during  thefe 
Agitations)  that  if  they  made  not 
hafte  in  their  ele&ion  of  a  King,  'twas 
very  probable  that  it  wou'd  be  out  of 
L  1 1  4  their 
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^^595-  their  power  to  ele£t  one  afterwards, 
'  they  us'd  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to 
have  one  chofen,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  they  had  firft  propos'd  it.  To  put 
by  this  Blow,  the  Duke  of  Mayenne^ 
who  believed  the  Spaniards  had  been 
impowr'd  only  wirh  general  Inftru- 
£Hons,  and  not  to  name  him  whom 
they  judged  moft  proper  for  their  Inte- 
rests,  told  them,  that  of  neceflity 
they  were  to  expefl:  a  more  particular 
Order  from  their  Mafter,  wherein  he 
fhou'd  declare  the  individual  Perfbn, 
whom  he  chofe  for  his  Son  in  law. 

But  he  was  much  furpriz'd,  when 
they,  who  in  all  appearance  had  ma- 
ny Blanks,  which  were  ready  fignd, 
and  which  they  cou  d  fill  up  with  any 
Name  to  ferve  their  occasions,  fhow'd 
him  before  the  Cardinal  Legat,and  the 
principal  Members  of  the  Affembly, 
at  a  meeting  in  his  Houfe,  that  they 
v/ere  impbwrVI ,  in  due  form,  to  name 
the  Duke  of  Guife  :  yet  he  ftrove  in 
the  beft  manner  he  cou'd  to  conceal 
his  inward  Trouble  and  Anxiety  for 
this  Nomination,  which  his  Wife  the 
Dutchefs  was  not  able  to  endure,  but 
eounfeiPd  him  rather  to  make  a  Peace 

with 
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with  the  King,  than  to  be  fo  mean-  AnX!}2}' 
fpirited  as  to  acknowledge  that  raw 
young  Creature  (  for  lb,  by  way  of 
contempt,  fhe  called  her  Nephew  ) 
for  his  King  and  Mafter.  But  the 
Duke  of  Mtytnm,  who  at  that  time 
cou'd  not  bear  any  Mafter  whomfb- 
ever  ,  took  another  courfe,  and  re- 
quired eight  days  time  to  give  in  wri- 
ting his  Demands,  for  his  own  indem- 
nifying, which  the  Spaniards  allowed 
him  as  fully  as  he  cou'd  defire.  And 
in  the  mean  time,  he  knew  fb  well  to 
manage  the  Minds  of  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Deputies,  the  Lords  and  Prin- 
ces, and  even  of  the  Duke  of  Guifi 
himfelf,  by  .making  them  comprehend 
Jhow  unfeafbnable  it  was  to  create  a 
King,  before  they  had  Forces  fuffici- 
ent  to  fupport  him  againft  a  powerful 
and  victorious  Prince  ;  that  in  fpight 
of  all  thofe  who  were  of  the  Spanifb 
Intereft,  the  Minifters  of  Spain  were 
anfwerd,  that  the  Eftates  were  re- 
fold to  proceed  no  farther  in  their 
Ele&ion,  till  they  had  receiv'd  thofe 
great  Supplies  which  had  been  pro- 
mised them  by  the  King  their  Mafter. 
In  this  manner  the  Ele&ion  was  de- 
ferred 
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ferr  d  by  the  Addrefs  of  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne  ;  which  Dr.  Mauclere  ,  a 
great  Leaguer,  raoft  bitterly  bewaild, 
in  a  Letter  which  he  wrote  from  Pa- 
rzs,  to  Dr.  de  Creil,  another  ftiff  Lea- 
guer then  redding  at  Rome,  to  ma- 
nage the  Interefts  of  that  Party  ;  and 
therein  difcov'rd  the  whole  Secret, 
which  in  effeft  overthrew  all  the  Ca- 
bals of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  League y 
and  utterly  deflxoy'd  their  whole  Fa- 
brick.  For  many  things  afterwards 
happen  cl,  which  broke  off  all  fpeech 
of  an  Election ;  of  which  the  firft  and 
moft  principal  ]  was  the  Converdon 
of  the  King,  which  is  next  in  order  to 
be  related. 

Above  9  years  were  already  paft, 
dnce  he,  though  Head  of  the  Hugo- 
nots  y  had  been  endeavouring  the 
means  of  reuniting  hicxifelf,  together 
with  his  whole  Party,  to  the  Catho- 
lick  Church.  For,  in  the  year  1584. 
a  little  before  the  Affociated  Princes 
of  the  League  had  taken  Arms,  the 
late  King ,  having  fent  Monfteur  de 
Bellievre  to  Pamiers,  to  declare  to  him, 
that  he  wou'd  have  the  Mafsre  efta- 

blifhd 
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bliflvd  in  the  County  of  Foix,  and  in 
all  the  other  Countreys  which  he  held 
under  the  Soveraignty  of  the  Crown 
of  France,  he  caus'd  one  of  the  Mini- 
fters  of  his  Family,  who  was  already 
well  inclind,  to  found  the  Difpofiti- 
ons   of  the  other  Minifters  of  that 
Countrey,  and  to  try  if  there  were 
any  hope,  that  they  would  ufe  their 
Endeavours  uprightly  and  fincerely, 
to  find  the  means  of  making  a  general 
Reunion  with  the  Catholick  Church. 
They  gave  up ,    without  any  great 
difficulty,  all  the  Points  in  Controver- 
fie,  excepting  one  which  they  laid  to 
heart  ;  namely  ,  their  Intereft  y  de- 
manding   fuch    vaft   proportions  of 
-Maintenance,  as  he  was  not  then  in  a 
condition  to  give  them,  faying  with 
great   fimplicky  thefe  very  words  : 
That  they  woud  not  go  a  begging  for  their 
Living,  (  or  live  upon  charity  )   like  fo 
?nany  poor  Scholars. 

Many  of  his  Counfel,  and  amongft 
others  the  Situr  At  Segur,  one  of  thofe 
in  whom  he  mod  confided,  were  of 
opinion,  neverthelefs,  that  he  fhou'd 
not  give  over  that  Undertaking  ;  and 
that  he  fhou  d  endeavour  to  bring  it 

about 
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about  quietly., arid  without  any  buftle, 
by  gaining  the  leading  men  of  his 
Party.  And  he  was  fb  well  inclind  to 
do  it,  that  he  cou'd  not  curb  himfelf 
from  protecting  frequently,  after  his 
coming  to  the  Crown,  and  particular- 
ly after  the  Battel  of  Ivrj,  that  he 
wifh'd  with  all  his  heart,  they  were 
reunited  with  that  Church  from 
which  they  had  feparated,  and  that 
he  fhouM  believe,  that  he  had  done 
more  than  any  of  his  Predeceffors,  if 
God  wouM  one  day  enable  him  to 
make  that  Reunion  which  was  fb  ne- 
ceffary ,  that  he  might  live  to  fee 
all  Frenchmen,  united  under  the  fame 
Faith,  as  well  as  under  the  fame  King. 
But  there  is  great  probability  for  us 
to  hope,  that  God  had  refervM  that 
Glory  for  King  Louis  the  Great  his 
Grandfbn,  whofe  unbloody  Vi&ories, 
which  he  daily  obtains,  in  full  Peace, 
over  Herefie,  by  his  prudent  manage- 
ment and  his  Zeal,  which  have  found 
the  means  of  reducing  the  Protectants 
in  crowds,  and  without  violence,  in- 
to the  Church,  may  under  his  Reign, 
fhow  us  the  final  accomplifhment  of 
that  great  Work,  which  his  Grandfa- 
ther fo  ardently  defir'd.  It 
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It  is  alfb  known,  that  this  Prince  &^i9% 
being  then  only  King  of  Navarre^  at 
the  time  when  he  projected  that  Re- 
union, of  which  I  have  fpoken,  faid 
one  day  in  private  to  one  of  the  Mini- 
fters,  That  he  coudfee  no  rnanntr  of  de~ 
motion  in  his  Religion,  which  all  confin- 
ed in  hearing  a  Sermon  delivered  in  good 
French,  and  that  he  had  always  an  opini- 
on, that  the  Body  of  our  Lord  is  in  the 
holy  Sacrament ;  for  othermfe  the  Com- 
munion xva*  hut  an  exterior  Ceremony, 
which  had  nothing  real  and  effential  in  tt. 
Tis  in  this  place,  that  I  cannot  hinder 
my  felf  from  rendring  Juftice  to  the 
merit  of  one  of  the  greateft  Men, 
whom  any  of  our  Kings  have  imploy'd 
in  their  moft  important  Negotiations, 
and  who  moft  contributed  to  the  in- 
fufing  thefe  good  Inclinations  into  the 
King  of  Navarre  ;  namely,  Francis  de 
Noailles ,   Bifhop  of  Acq  s+  who  has 
gain'd  an  immortal  Reputation  ,  by 
thofe  great  Services  which  he  per- 
formed for  France ,  during  3  5  years, 
under  four  of  our  Kings  ,  in  fifteen 
Voyages  out  of  the  Kingdom  ,  and 
four  fblemn  Embaffies  into  England* 
Venice,  Rome,  and  Conftwtinople.     In 

which 
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which  laft  Employment  he  did  fa 
much  fortheintereft  of  our  Religion, 
with  Selim  the  Grand  Signior,  the  2d. 
of  that  Name,  and  by  travelling  into 
Syria,  Palejtme,  and  j£gypt7  where  he 
procured  great  Advantages  and  Com- 
fort to  the  poor  ChnfHans,  that  the 
greateft  Princes  of  Chriftendom 
thought  themfelves  obligM,  to  make 
their  thankful  Acknowledgements  of 
his  labour  to  our  King.  Pope  Gregory 
the  ipk  commanded  his  Nuncio 
himlelf  to  thanls  the  Ambaffador  from 
him,  at  his  paffage  from  Venice  , ,'on 
his  return  to  trance  :  and  to  de-fire 
him,  that  he  wou'd  ufe  his  Intereft 
with  his  Brother  the  Abbot  of  Vlfle9 
who  had  fucceeded  him  in  many  of 
his  Negotiations,  and  in  that  Emba£ 
fy,  as  he  alio  did  in  the  Bifhoprickof 
Acq\  that  he  wou'd  follow  the  wor- 
thy Examples  which  he  had  given 
him. 

'Tis  true  that  Pope  Pius  the  yk 
Predeceffor  to  Gregory,  thought  it  ve- 
ry ftrange  at  firft,  that  a  Biflbop  fhou'd 
be  Ambaffador  for  the  moil  Chriftian 
King  at  the  Ottomm  Port.  But,  be- 
fides  that  the  Bifhop  of  Agria,  a  moft 

pru- 


TJ?e  Htftory  of  the  League. 

prudent  and  vertuous  Prelat,  had  ex- 
ercisd  that  Charge  during  five  years, 
for  the  Emperor  Maximilian  the  2d. 
without  the  leaft  fault  found  with  it, 
he  very  much  changed  his  opinion, 
after  the  Bifhop  of  Acqs^  by  his  credit 
with  the  Grand  Signior,  had  obtained 
from  him.  that  an  exprefs  Prohibition 
fhou'd  be  made  to  Piali  Baffa,-  Gene- 
ral of  his  Navy,  of  making  any  de- 
fcent  on  theTerritories  of  theChurch : 
in  confideration  of  which  Benefit,  his 
Holinefs  made  him  a  promife  to  pro- 
mote him  to  the  higheft  Dignities, 
with  which  a  Pope  can  recompence 
the  greateft  Services  that  are  render'd 
to  the  Church. 

Thefe  were  the  Employments  of 
that  Bifbop,  whofe  Deferts  were  not 
lefs  eminent  than  thofe  of  his  elder 
Brother,  Anthony  de  Noazlks,  Head  of 
that  illuftrious  Family,  which  is  one 
of  the  moft  ancient  and  remarkable  in 
Lirnoufw  ;  who  was  AmbafTador  in 
England,  Governour  of  Bovrdeavx,  and 
Lieutenant  for  the  King  in  Guyenne, 
where  he  ferv'd  the  State  and  Religion 
with  the  fame  Zeal,  which  appears  at 
this  day,  with  fb  much  Succefs  and 
Glory  in  his  Pofterity.  It 
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It  was  then  by  the  Motives  of  the* 
fame  Zeal  for  Religion,  that  Francis 
de  No  allies,  after  he  had  red  tied  ioo 
irlugonot  Families,  which  he  found  in 
Acqs,  at  his  coming  to  that  Bifboprick, 
to  the  number  of  12,  was  not  want- 
ing to  make  ufe  of  fb  fair  an  opportu- 
nity ,  as  he  had,  to  work  upon  the 
King  of  Navarre's  Inclinations,  which 
good  advice,  in  God's  due  time,  had 
the  defir'd  efFe£h  For  having  con- 
ferred with  him  at  Neracjby  the  King's 
Orders,  twice  or  thrice,  with  endea- 
vours to  procure  from  him  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  the  Catholick  Religion 
in  Beam,  when  he  found  that  new 
Difficulties  were  ftill  ftarted,  he  laid 
afide  that  particular  Point,  and  com- 
ing to  the  Spring- head,  whereon  all 
the  reft  depended,  he  told  him  in  the 
prefence  of  Segur,  with  all  the  finceri- 
ty  of  a  faithful  Minifter,  That  his  Ma- 
jefty  cou7d  not  reasonably  hope  to  fupport 
himfelf  by  that  Party,  which  how  power- 
ful foever  it  appeared,  woud  always  be 
too  weak  to  bear  him  up  Qn  Jpight  of  the 
Catholicks  ,  who  were  infinitely  more 
ftrong  )  to  that  pitch  of  height h ,  to 
which  his  Birth  and  Fortune  might  one 

day 
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day  carry  him  :  that  whatfocver  Won- 
ders his  Viilour  might  perform,  yet  they 
wodd  never  be  of  any  advantage  to  him^ 
till  be  reconciled  himfelf  Jincerely  to  the 
Catholick   Church  :  and  that  it  was  i?n* 
pofjible  (  they  were  his  very  words  ) 
that  he  cotid  ever  raife  any  thing  that 
was  durable  for  the  e  (I  abli foment  of  his 
Fortune ,  either  within  the  Realm ,  or 
without  it,  unlefs  he  built  on  this  Foun-* 
dation.     This  was  what  he  faid,when 
he  took  his  leave  of  the  King  of  Na- 
varre :  And  fbme  few  days  after  this, 
writing  from  Agen  to  the  Sieur  de  Se- 
gur ,  he  protefted  to  him  ,  That  his 
Mafler  codd never  arrive  to  the  poffeffion 
of  that  Crown j  to  which  he  might  law- 
filly  pretend j  if  he  made  not  his  entrance 
by  the  Gate  of  the  Catholick  Religion  ; 
and  prayed  him  therefore  that  he  wodd 
think  ferioujly  of  that  Matter '■  for  if  he 
followed  not  his  Counfel,  he  fhoud  one  day 
(peak  to  him  in  Petrarch5/  Verfei 

When  Error  goes  before  y    Repentance 
comes  behind. 

This  Difcourfe  ftartled  Segur^  who 

had  much  power  over  his  Mafters  In* 

M  m  m  eli- 
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donations ;  and  it  was  principally  on 
this  account,  that  he  gave  him  the 
Counfel  above- mentioned,  which  con- 
fequently  caus'd  the  King  oi  Navarre, 
to  confider  of  the  means  of  reuniting 
himfelf  to  the  Catholicks. 

But  it  happening  that  in  the  midft 
of  thefe  Agitations,  the  Leaguers  be- 
gan openly  to  rebel,  and  afterwards, 
capitulating  with  Arms  in  their  hands, 
obtainM  an  Edi£t,  by  which  the  King 
obligM  himfelf  to  make  War  with  all 
his  Power  againft  the  Hugonots^  Segury 
whom  the  King  of  Navarre  had  lately 
lent  into  Germany  to  defire  afliftance, 
writ  to  him,  after  he  had  obtained  it, 
that  this  was  not  a  time  to  think  of 
turning  Catholick,  though  he  him- 
felf had  formerly  advis'd  it :  and  that 
fince  his  Enemies  wou'd  make  him 
change  his  Religion  by  force,  almoft 
in  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  us  cl 
him  at  the  Maffacre  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
he  ought  to  ftand  bent  againft  them, 
and  defend  his  Liberty  by  Arms,  that 
it  might  not  be  faid,  he  was  bafely 
plyant  to  their  will  ;  and  that  he 
might  change  freely,  with  fafeguard 
to  his  Honour  at  fbme  other  time, 

which 
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which  now  he  cou'd  not  without  Am^jm* 
fhame,as  being  by  conftraint. 

He  followcl  this  Advice  ,  which 
was  alfb  feconded  by  his  Counfel.  He 
made  the  War,  and  always  appeared 
at  the  Head  of  the  Hugonots,  with  the 
fuccefs  which  has  already  been  rela- 
ted. But  being  a  man  of  a  fprightly 
and  piercing  Wit,  he  was  not  want- 
ing in  the  mean  time  to  inftruft  him- 
felf,  and  that  by  a  very  artificial  way. 
Sometimes  by  propofing  difficult 
Points  to  his  Minifters ,  or  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  his  own  Doubts  and 
Scruples  in  matters  of  Religion,  to  un- 
derftand  on  what  Foundations  their 
Opinions  were  built  :  (bmetimes  by 
conferring  with  knowing;  Catholicks, 
and  maintaining  againft  them  with 
the  ftrongeft  Reafbns  he  cou'd  urger 
the  Principles  which  had  been  infus'd 
into  him  by  his  Minifters,  on  purpofe 
to  difcover  by  their  Anfwers,  /'which 
he  compared  with  what  had  been  told 
him  on  the  other  fide)  what  wras  real 
and  fblid  truth  betwixt  them.  And 
he  always  continued  in  this  manner 
of  Inftru&ion,  clearing  and  fathom- 
ing the  principal  Points  of  the  Con- 
M  m  m  2  tro- 
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Antujwi.  troverfie,  and  caufing  them  to  give  in 
writing,  what  they  had  to  argue  pro 
or  con  ;  which  producM  this  effe&, 
that  the  Hugonots  never  belie  v7d  him 
to  be  found  at  bottom,  and  fettled  in 
their  Religion',  but  repos'd  much 
greater  confidence  in  the  late  Prince 
of  Conde^  who  was  in  reality  a  better 
Protectant  than  he. 

And  truly  it  appears  exceeding  cre- 
dible, that,  when  at  his  coming  to 
the  Crown,  he  made  a  promife  to  the 
Catholick  Princes  and  Lords,  that  he 
wou'd  caufe  himfelf  to  be  inftru&ed 
within  fix  months,  he  was  already  re- 
fblv'd  on  his  Converfion;  there  re- 
maining but  very  few  things  which 
he  then  fcrupled,  and  for  which  he 
demanded  fome  longer  time,  in  order 
to  his  fuller  fatisfaftion.  But,  as  he 
afterwards  acknowledg'd,he  thought 
himfelf  oblig'd  to  defer  that  good 
a&ion  to  fome  more  convenient  op- 
portunity,becaufe  the  Hugonots  wou'd 
certainly  have  cantonizM  themfelves, 
and  fet  up  under  the  prote£tion  of 
fome  powerful  Foreigner ,  whom 
they  wou'd  have  chofen  for  their 
Head  ;  which  rauft  have  occafion'd 

new 
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new  Troubles  in  the  Kingdom.  Be- 
fides  which,  the  Head  ot  the  League 
was  at  that  time  too  ftrong,  to  think 
of  fubmitting  to  him,  even  though  he 
had  declared  himfelf  a  Catholick  :  and 
the  People  not  being  yet  made  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  Extremities  of  War,  and 
their  fufferings  by  reafbn  of  it,  were 
obftinately  refblv'd  to  maintain  it  a- 
gainft  him  ;  and  confequently,  he 
cou  d  not  then  compafs  what  he  Co 
ardently  defied,  which  was  to  reftore 
the  Quiet  of  his  Kingdom,  and  to  fet- 
tle it  in  peace,  by  embracing  the  Re- 
ligion of  his  PredecefTbrs.  But  fbme- 
what  before  the  beginning  of  the 
Conference  at  Surenne,  after  making 
a  fober  Reflection  on  the  prefent 
eftate  of  his  Affairs,  he  plainly  faw, 
that  all  things  at  that  time  concurr'd, 
to  oblige  him  not  to  defer  his  Conver- 
fion  any  longer.  For  on  the  one  fide, 
he  was  afTur'd  of  the  Leading  men 
amongft  the  Hugonots,  who  had  the 
power  of  raifing  new  Difturbances, 
many  of  whom,  and  fuch  as  were  men 
of  the  greateft  Tntereft,  made  nofcru- 
pie  to  acknowledge,  that  in  good  po- 
licy he  ought  to  goto  Mafs,  and  that 
Mmm  j  the 
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the  peaceable  poffefliori  of  a  Great 
Kingdom  .,  was  worth  the  pains  it 
woud  coft  him  in  going.     Add  to 
this,  that  the  Heads  of  the  Union 
were  fb  much  weakned,  and  fb  little 
united  amongftthemfelyes,  thajthey 
were  in  no  condition  of  making  any 
long  refiftance  to  his  Arms,  though 
they  fhou'd   refute  to  acknowledge 
him :  And  for  the  common  people  of 
the  League,  they  were  fb  overburden  d 
by  the  War  which  wafted  them,  that 
they    defied     nothing    lb   much  as 
Peace. 

On  the  other  fide,  he  obferv'd  the 
Spaniards  us  cl  all  imaginable  means, 
and  did  their  utmoft  to  perfwade  the 
States  to  crqate  a  Catholique  King. 
That  there  was  great  danger,  left  the 
Third  Party,  which  not  long  before 
fiad  laid  a  Plot  to  have  furpris'd  him 
in  Mme,  and  carried  him  away,  now 
joyning  with  the  Catholique  Leaguers 
who  were  againft  the  Spaniards, 
fhou -d  electa  King  on  their  fide,which 
wquM  be  to  embroyl  France  in  worfe 
confufions :  And  to  conclude,  that  e- 
ven  they  who  were  not  of  that  Party, 
and  who  had  always  ferv'd  him  with 

invio- 
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inviolable  faith,  now  befbught  him 
to  defer  no  longer  his  converfion  ; 
and  befbught  him  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  gave  him  eafily  to  under- 
ftand  they  wou'd  forfake  him,  in  cafe 
he  forfbok  not  his  falfe  Religion, 

All  thefe  Confiderations  put  toge- 
ther, by  the  Grace  of  God,  who  makes 
ufe  of  fecond  caufes,  put  an  end  to  his 
delays ,  and  brought  him  to  refolve 
on  accomplifhing  what  he  had  fo  long 
defign'd,  by  making  a  publick  profef- 
fion  of  the  Catholique  Faith.  Info- 
much,  that  when  the  Sknr  Iranck 
D,  0,  who  of  all  the  Court-Lords, 
fpoke  to  him  with  the  greateft  free- 
dom, went  toprefs  him.  fbme what 
bluntly  on  behalf  of  the  Catholiques 
of  his  Party,  that  he  wouM  make 
good  his  promife  to  them ;  He  with 
great  calmnefs  gave  him  thofe  three 
Reafbns  whichlhave  already  fet  down, 
why  he  had  till  that  time  deferred  his 
Converfion,  and  afterwards  gave  him 
his  pofitive  word,  that  within  three 
months  at  the  fartheft,  when  he  had 
leen  what  the  Conference  of  Surenne 
would  produce  ,  he  wou'd  make  an 
abjuration  of  Herefie,  after  he  had  re- 
M  m  m  4  ceiv'd 
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eehni  the  inftru&ion  of  the  Bilhops 
and  Do£tors  ,  which ,  according  to 
the  forms  of  the  Church ,  ought  td 
precede  fb  great  an  action  ;  farther 
ordering  him  to- allure  the  Archbifihop 
of  jB^r^ejofthofe  his  intentions,  be- 
fore he  went  to  that  Conference,  be- 
ing then  on  his  departure* 

And  on  that  account  it  wras ,  that 
the  Archbiftiop,  after  having  receiv'd 
the  AnFwer  which  he  well  knew 
wou  d  be  fent  from  Mante,  where  the 
Court  then  was,  fpoke  as  he  did  at 
Surenne,  and  believing  that  he  had 
now  brought  the  bufinefs  to  a  conclu- 
fion,  on  the  feventeenth  of  May ,  and 
at  the  feventh  Seflion,  gave  the  De- 
puties of  the  League  a  full  affurance  of 
the  Kings  Conversion. 

His  Ma  jefty  alio  on  his  part,  having 
firmly  relolv'd  on  that  holy  action  > 
fail'd  not  to  write  a  Letter  on  the  fix- 
teenth  of  the  fame  Month,  to  many 
Prelates  and  Doctors,  both  of  his  own 
fide  and  of  the  League  ;  in  which  he 
invited  them  to  be  with  him  on  the 
fifteenth  of  July ,  to  the  end  lie 
might  receive  thofe  good  inftruttions 
which  he  expected  from  them  :  AC 
vv  :*;  ;  ;.„        ^  --    ..  ■--  furine 
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Turing  them  in  thefe  very  words,  That 
they  (bond  find  him  rnojt  inclinable  to  be 
inform' U  of  all  that  belongs  to  a  Mofi 
Chrifiian  KJng  to  know  ;  having  nothing 
fo  lively  engraven  in  his  hearty  as  the 
Zeal  for  Gods  Service^  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  true  Church. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Minifters, 
and  the  old  rigid  Huguenots ,  thole 
falfe  Zealots  of  their  Se£t,  fearing  this 
blow  wouM  be  fatal  to  their  pretend- 
ed Religion  ,  made  frequent  AfTem- 
blies  in  private,  to  invent  fbme  means 
of  diverting  him  from  this  pious  refb- 
lution.  And  there  were  fbme  of  them 
who  had  the  impudence  to  tell  him 
publickly  of  it  in  their  Sermons,  and 
to  threaten  him  with  a  judgment  from 
Heaven ,  if   he  forfbok  the  Gofpel, 
(for  it  has  pleas cl  them  to  honour 
their    Errors    with    that   venerable 
Name.)     This  occafionM  him  to  at 
femble  all  the  principal  Lords  of  that 
new  Religion  ,   together  with  their 
Preachers,  who  were  at  that  time  in 
great  numbers  at  the  Court,  and  who 
to  the  great  grief  of  the  Catholiques, 
perpetually  befieg'd  him:  and  to  tell 
them  plainly  (that  he  might  free  hirii- 

felf 
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felfonce  for  all,  from  that  troublefome 
per  fecution)  That  after  he  had  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Almighty  God,  made  all  neceffary 
reflections  on  an  affair  of  that  importance^ 
he  hadj  in  conclufion,  refolvd  to  return 
into  the  Catholique  Church,  from  which 
he  ought  never  to  have  been  feparated. 
And  when  La  Faye  the  Minifter  had 
adjur  d  him  in  the  name  of  all  his  Bre- 
thren, Not  tojuffer  (they  are  his  very 
words)  that  fo  great  a  fcandal {houd 
come  to  the?n  ;  If,  faid  he,  Ijhoitd  fol- 
low your  advice,  in  a  little  time  there 
woud  be  neither  KJng  nor  Kjngdom  left 
in  France  :  /  defire  to  give  peace  to  all 
my  Subjects ,  and  quiet  to  my  own  Soul, 
and  you  fo  all  have  alfo  from  me,  all  the 
provisions  which  you  can  reafonably  de- 
fire. 

Thus ,  being  without  comparifbn 
the  ftrongeft,  and  in  much  better  con- 
dition than  he  had  ever  been  former- 
ly ;  immediately  after  he  had  taken 
the  Town  of  Draur,which  the  League, 
though  it  was  of  great  confequence  to 
them,  yet  durft  never  attempt  to  re- 
lieve ;  he  affign'd  the  place  where  he 
wouM  receive  the  Inftru£tion,  which 
ought  to  precede  the  aft  of  Abjura- 
tion, 
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tion,  to  be  at  St.  Denis ,  on  the  twen- 
ty fecond  of  July. 

The  Cardinal  of  Piacen&a  caus'd  a 
Declaration  to  be  publiffrd,  in  which, 
taking  upon  him,  as  Legat  from  the 
Holy  See,  to  pronounce,  that  whatfb- 
ever  fhou'd  be  done  in  relation  to  that 
Converfion,  w?as  to  be  accounted  void 
and  null,  lie  exhorted  all  Catholiques 
both  of  the  one  and  the  other  Party, 
not  to  liiffer  themfelves  to  be  deluded 
in  an  Affair  of  that  confequence :  Pro- 
hibiting all  men,  and  efpecially  the 
Ecclefiafticks,  on  pain  of  Excommu- 
nication and  privation  of  their  Benefi- 
ces, from  going  to  St.  Denis,  and  al- 
fifting  at  that  A&ion. 

But  notwithftanding  all  thefe  pro- 
hibitions, (which  wrere  thought  to  be 
made  by  the  fbllicitation  of  the  Spa- 
niards} the  Princes,  the  Officers  of 
the  Crown,  the  principal  Members  of 
the  Parliaments  ,  the  Lords  of  the 
Court ,  the  Bilhops ,  and  many  Do- 
6tors,  not  only  of  the  Royal  Party, 
but  alfb  of  the  League,  went  thither, 
and  amongfl:  others  ,  three  famous 
Curats  of  Paris,  Rene  Benoifi  of  St. 
Eujtachey  Charignag  of  St.  Sulpm,  andj 

Morenms 
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AnTuitfl-  Morennes  of  St.  Merry \  who  far  from 
being  tainted  wjith  the  (editions  prin- 
ciples of  their  fellows  (the  Curats  of 
$t*Severiny  St.Cofme,  St.  Jaques,  St. 
Gervaisy  St.  Nicholas  in  the  Fields  y  and 
St.  Andre ^  who  had  ran  riot  in  their 
fcandalous  Satyrs,  as  I  may  call  them, 
more  properly  than  Sermons,  againft 
the  Perfon  of  the  King)  had  the  ho- 
nour of  bearing  their  parts  in  the  Con- 
version of  fo  Great  a  Prince. 

Being  therefore  arriv'd  at  St.  Denis 
from  Mante  on  the  twenty  fecond  of 
July,  the  next  morning  he  entred  in- 
to Conference,  and  held  clofe  at  it 
from  fix  in  the  Morning  to  one  in  the 
Afternoon,  with  the  Archbifhop  of 
Boiirges,  and  (even  or  eight  Bifhops, 
amongft  whom  was  Monfieur  du  Per- 
ron ,  nominated  to  the  Bifhoprick 
of  Evreux.  Many  Do£tors  of  great 
reputation  were  prefent  in  that  Afc 
fembly,  with  the  three  Curats  of  Pa- 
ris  ,  and  Father  Oliver  Beranger  ,  a 
Learned  Jacobin^  Chaplain  in  Ordina- 
ry to  the  late  King.  The  Inftru£Hon 
was  made  particularly  touching 
three  points,  concerning  which,  the 
Kirig  proposed  fbme  fcruples. 
—  The 
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The  firft  was  on  the  Invocation  of  a^isp* 
Saints,  to  know  if  it  were  abfblutely 
neceflary  for  us  to  pray  to  them:  On 
which  point  they  eafily  fatisfied  him, 
by  giving  him  to  underftand  the  Do- 
ctrine of  the  Church  concerning  it, 
viz,.  That  as  it  is  profitable  for  us  to 
recommend  our  felves  to  the  prayers 
of  our  living  Brethren,  without  dero- 
gating thereby  from  the  Office  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift  our  Mediator ;  in  like  man. 
ner  it  is  very  advantageous  for  us,  to 
have  recourfe  to  Saints  ,  and  pray 
them  to  intercede  for  us,  to  the  end 
we  may  obtain  benefits  and  favour 
from  God  by  Jefus  Chrift  ;  God  im- 
parting to  them  the  knowledge  of  our 
neceffities  and  of  our  prayers,  by  lome 
way  beft  pleafing  to  himfelf,  as  he 
makes  known  to  the  Angels  according 
to  the  Scripture,  what  is  done  here 
below,  and  foretels  to  the  Prophets 
future  things,  though  they  are  more 
particularly  referv  d  to  his  own  know- 
ledge. 

The  fecond  was  concerning  Auri- 
cular Confeflion :  And  it  was  clearly 
prov'd  to  him,  That  Jefus  Chrift  ha- 
ving given  commiflion  to  his  Minifters 

in 
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in  general  terms  of  binding  and  of 
loofing  fins,  that  power  cou'd  not  be 
reftrain'd  only  to  publick  fins,  and  by 
confequence  it  was  neceffary,  that  Pe- 
nitents fhouM  give  the  Priefts  full 
knowledge  of  all  the  fins  they  had 
committed5to  the  end  they  may  make 
a  juft  diftinCtion  betwixt  thofe  offen- 
ces which  they  ought  to  remit,  and 
thofe  they  ought  not. 

The  third  Particular,  in  which  he 
defied  to  be  throughly  inflxufted, 
was  concerning  the  Authority  of  the 
Pope  :  To  which  he  fubmitted  with- 
out difficulty,  after  it  was  made  out 
to  him,  that  according  to  the  Gof- 
pels,  the  Councils,  and  the  Holy  Fa- 
thers, it  extended  no  farther  than  to 
things  that  were  purely  fpiritual,  and 
nothing  relating  to  temporals :  not  at 
all  interfering  with  the  Rights**  and 
Prerogatives  of  Kings,  or  the  Liber- 
ties of  Kingdoms.  W  hen  they  wou  d 
have  proceeded  from  this  ,  to  the 
Point  of  the  real  Prefence  of  ChrifPs 
Body  in  the  Holy  Sacrament,  which 
of  all  other  Articles  is  the  moft  con- 
tefted  betwixt  Catholicks  and  Hugue- 
nots^ and  in  which,  they  never  come 

to; 
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to  an  agreement,  he  ftopp'd  the  Bi-  ^^J$^ 
Ihops  by  telling  them,  that  he  was 
intirely  perfwadedof  that  Truth,  that 
he  had  no  manner  of  fcruple  concern- 
ing it,  and  that  he  always  had  be- 
lieved it. 

Tis  alfb  faid,  that  having  appoint- 
ed a  Conference  betwixt  the  Doftors 
and  the  Minifters,  when  one  of  the 
Huguenot  Preachers  had  yielded,  that 
Salvation  might  be  had  in  the  Church 
of  Rome  (for  at  that  time  they  grant* 
ed  it)  he  faid  with  great  reafon,  There 
is  then  no  longer  deliberation  to  be  us  A  : 
Imiifi  of  necefjitybe  a  Catholique^  and 
take  the >  fur  eft  fide,  as  every  prudent  man 
woud  do  in  a  bufinefs  offo  great  import- 
ance as  that  of  Salvation  :  Since,  accord- 
ing to  the  joynt  opinion  of  both  Parties, 
I  may  be  favd  being  a  Catholique,  and 
if  I  ftill  continue  a  Huguenot,  /  [hall 
be  AanmA  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Catholiques.  But  whether  this  be  true 
indeed,  or  only  a  report,  'tis  certain, 
that  being  perfectly  inftru&ed  and 
well  affur'd  of  all  points  of  belief, 
which  are  held  by  the  Roman  Church, 
they  drew  up  a  form  of  the  Profeffion 
of  Faith,  which  was  fign'd  by  him: 

After 
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After  which  there  remain'd  no  more, 
but  only  to  make  his  profeflion  fb- 
lemnly  ,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  Church,  and  to  receive  Abfbluti- 
on  from  his  Herefie,  and  from  the  fen- 
tence  of  Excommunication  ,  which 
had  been  given  againfl:  him. 

But  it  was  firft  to  be  examined  a- 
new,  in  a  regular  Conference  (which 
wou'd  make  the  Decifion  more  au- 
thentick  )  whether  the  Bifhops  had 
power  to  abfblve  him  in  Frame,  of 
the  Excommunication  which  he  had 
incurred,  in  a  Cafe  refervM  by  the 
Popes  to  the  Holy  See.  For  not  only 
the  Legat,  and  thofe  Doctors  who 
were  devoted  to  the  Lea%ue7and  above 
all  others  the  Archbifhop  of  Lyons, 
as  he  had  made  appear  at  the  Confe- 
rence of  Surenne,  but  alio  the  Cardi- 
nal ofiBoarbon,  who  had  much  ado  to 
part  with  his  imaginary  Head  (hip  of  a 
third  Party ,  maintained  openly  and 
boldly,  that  the  Pope  alone  had  pow- 
er to  abfblve  him,  and  that  all  other 
Abfolution  wou'd  be  null,  becaufe  the 
Pope  had  folely  and  pofitively  made  a 
refervation  of  that  Power  to  the  Holy 
See.    Notwithstanding  which,  in  a 

great 
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great  AflTembly  of  Bifhops  and  learned 
Doctors,  which  was  held  for  the  re- 
viving of  this  Cafe,  the  contrary  opi- 
nion pafs'd ,  nemine  contradicentej  in 
fpight  of  the  Remonftrances  of  that 
Cardinal,  who  was  indeed  no  very 
able  man.     The  Curat  of  St,  Eufla- 
che  himfelf ,  Rene  Bznoifb^  who  was 
afterwards  Bilhop  of  Troyes,  Monfieur 
de  Morennes,  Curat  of  St.  Merry  y  who 
dy'd  Bifhopof  Se'ez,  thofelfay,  who 
had  been  of  the  League  till  that  very 
time,  and  fbme  other  knowing  Do- 
ctors, gave  an  account  to  the  Publick 
in  their  printed  Writings,  of  the  Rea* 
Ions  on  which  they  grounded  their 
opinion ;  and  they  are  reducible  to  this 
enfuing  Argumentation,   which  the 
Reader  will  not  be  unwilling  to  un- 
derftand,  as  I  have  extracted  it  from 
their  Books,  without  interpofing  my 
own  Judgement  in  the  Matter,  be- 
caufe  I  write  not  as  a  Divine,  who  de- 
clares and  maintains  a  Do£fcrine,  but 
as  an  Hiftorian,  who  makes  a  faithful 
Relation  of  Anions  done,  as  he  finds 
them  in  the  belt  Accounts. 

Nnn  'Ti* 
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'Tis  indubitable,  fay  thefe  Do&ors^ 
according  to  the  moft  knowing  Cano- 
nifts,  that  he  who  is  excommunicated 
for  a  Cafe  refervM  to  the  Holy  See,  if 
he  have  any  Canonical  hindrance,that 
is.  to  fay,  exprefs 'd  and  approved  by 
the  Canons,  which  permits  him  not 
to  go  and  prefent  himfelf  before  the 
Pope,  may  be  abfblvM  by  fbme  other, 
without  being  bound  to  fend  to  Rome 
for  his  Abfblution  ;  provided  never- 
thelefs,  that  when  the  hindrance  (if 
it  endures  not  always )  fhall  be  re- 
niov'd,  he  fhall  go  and  prefent  him- 
felf before  HisHolinefs,  fubmittingin 
all  humility  to  what  he  fhall  reafbna- 
bly  ordain  :  Now  'tis  moft  manifeft, 
(  they  fay  )  that  there  are  three  forts 
of  Canonical  Hindrances,  which  dif- 
pence  the  King  from  going,  and  con- 
fequently  from  fending  to  Rome,  to 
defire  Abfolutionfrom  the  Pope. 

The  firft  is  the  manifeft  danger, 
wherein  he  is  continually,  of  lofing 
his  Life,  in  fb  many  Battels  and  Sie- 
ges,where  he  isforcM  to  expofe  it  dai- 
ly, for  the  prefervation  of  the  Crown 
which  is  devolv 'd  to  him,  by  the  in- 
vioable  Right  of  Succffion,  according 

to 
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to  the  fundamental  Law  of  the  King-  Amj^f. 
dom  ;  and  which  one  half  of  his  Sub- 
je&s ,  who  are  in  Rebellion  againft 
him,  do  their  utmoft  to  take  away. 
A  Danger  of  this  nature,  and  many 
of  the  fame,  which  are  included  under 
it,  as  that  of  Confpiracies,  Enmities, 
Robbers,  a  long  Voyage  by  Sea,  are 
efteemM  according  to  right  Reafon, 
and  by  the  Do&ors ,  to  be  of  that 
number  which  is  comprehended  in 
what  we  call  the  Article  of  Death ; 
which  is  not  to  be'  underftood  alone 
of  that  fatal  moment,  when  we  give 
up  our  Breath,  but  alio  of  any  another 
time,  when  we  are  vifibly  exposed  to 
Death.  And  it  is  on  thefe  occafions, 
as  in  the  Article  of  Death,  rhat  not 
only  the  Bifhops,  but  alfo  allPriefts, 
can  give  Abfolution  from  all  Sins,  and 
Ecclefiaftick  Cenfures,  with  this  Pro- 
vifb,  that  he  fhall  afterwards  prefent 
himfelf  before  the  Pope,  if  there  be 
not  fbme  other  Hindrance  ;  as  for  ex- 
ample, that  which  follows. 

And  that  is  the  greatnefs  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Perfbns  excommunicated, 
and  particularly  of  Soveraign  Princes, 
who  cannot  leave  the  People  whom 
N  n  n  2  they 
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■*^i2?\  they  govern,  to  go  to  Rome,  with- 
'  out  manifeft  prejudice  to  their  Crown. 
For  if  a  Father  of  a  Family,  or  fuppofe 
an  ordinary  Servant,  may  he  difpencd 
with  from  going  thither,  in  cafe  his 
abfenee  would  inconvenience  his  Fa- 
mily, much  mere  ftrongly  may  it  be 
concluded  in  the  Perfon  of  a  great 
King,  whofe  prefence  is  always  nece£ 
fary,  or  at  leaft  wife  very  advantagi- 
ous  to  his  Kingdom  :  Therefore  it 
ought  to  be  prefiim'd,  that  Perfbns  of 
that  eminent  Dignity,  are  perpetually 
hindred  from  leaving  their  Countrey, 
and  taking  fuch  a  Journey. 

In  conclufion,  the  third  Hindrance, 
which  the  Doftors  call,  Periculum  in 
mora,  ( the  danger  of  delay  )  is  the 
great  hazard  which  the  Nation  might 
run  :  For  by  deferring  that  Abfoluti- 
on  fb  long,  till  it  were  given  at  Rome, 
a  thoufand  ill  Accidents  might  inter- 
vene, and  the  happy  opportunity  be 
loft,  of  prefer ving  in  Frame,  our  Re- 
ligion, the  State,  and  the  fundamen- 
tal Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  by  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  King.  For  all  thefe 
Reafbns  it  was  concluded  in  that  A£ 
fembly,  that  they  not  only  rnight,but 

ought 
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ought  alfo  toabfolve  him ;  and  after- 
wards (end  a  folemn  Embaffy  to  Rome, 
to  defire  the  fatherly  Benedi£Hon  of 
the  Pope  ,  and  the  Approbation  of 
what  had  been  fb  juftly  done  in  France, 
in  relation  to  his  Converfion, 

It  being  refblv'd  in  this  manner,  the 
publick  and  folemn  Ad  of  this  Con- 
verfion,  which  was  fb  much  the  wifh 
of  all  good  men,  was  performed  on  the 
Sunday  following,  being  the  2f«fc  of 
July,  with  Magnificence  worthy  of  fb 
great  an  A&ion,  and  of  the  Majefty 
of  him  who  made  it.  The  King 
cloath'd  all  in  white,  excepting  only 
his  Cloak  and  Hat,  which  were  black, 
came  forth  from  his  Lodgings,  be- 
twixt the  hours  of  8  and  9  in  the 
morning,  preceded  by  the  Swifs,  the 
French,  and  the  Scott  i(b  Guards,  and 
the  Officers  of  his  Houfe,  with  beat 
of  Drum,  accompanied  by  the  Prin- 
ces, the  Crown  Officers,  and  thofe 
of  the  Soveraign  Courts,  the  Bifhops 
and  Prelats,  and  all  rthofe  who  had 
aflifted  at  his  Inftru&ion  ,  twelve 
Trumpets  going  before  him,  and  five 
or  fix  hundred  Gentlemen  following 
him,  all  magnificently  .cloath'd  ;  the 
"Nnn'j  Streets 
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£%Z}Jg\  Streets  were  hung  with  Tapiffery,and 
A  the  Pavements  ftrow'd  wif h  Flowers 
and  Greens ;  there  wereprefent  an  in- 
finite multitude  of  People,  and  prin- 
cipally of  Part fiam,  who  notwithftan- 
ding  all  the  Prohibitions  of  the  Legat 
and  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  were  come 
in  Crowds  to  St,  Denis ,  and  joyn'd 
heartily  with  the  reft  in  the  loud  Cries 
of  Vive  le  Roy ,  *  while  his  Majefty 
walk3d  through  themidftof  them  to 
the  •  Churcta  Porch  of  St.  Denis. 
There  he  found  the  Archbifhop  of 
Bourges,  who  was  to  perform  the  Ce- 
remony, fitting  on  a  great  Chair,*  in 
his  pontifical  Habit.  Immediately 
he  ask'd  the  King,  according  to  the 
form,  Who  m  va*,  and  what  lot  woud 
have  ?  To  which  Queftions  the  King 
having  anfwer  d,  I  am  the  Kjng,  who 
defire  to  be  receivd  into  the  bofom  of 
the  Catholick ,  Apojlolick,  and  Roman 
Church.  He  fell  upon  his  Knees,  and 
prefented  the  Confeilion  of  his  Faith, 
fign  d  with  his  Hand,  to  the  Archbi- 
fhop, faying  thefe  words,  I /wear  and 
protejl \before  the  Face  of  Almighty  God, 
that  I  will  live  and  die  in  the  Catholick ', 
Apojlolicky  and  Roman  Churchy  that  I 

will 
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will  protect  and  defend  it  with  the  hazard  A™*  i$93« 
of  my  Blood  and  Lifey  renouncing  all 
Herefies  which  are  contrary  to  it.  After 
which  he  receivM  from  that  Prelat  an 
Abfblution  from  the  Cenfures  which 
he  had  incurr'd  ;  immediately  the 
whole  Church  refounded  with  the  of- 
ten repeated  Cryes  of  Vive  le  Roy ; 
and  he  was  conducted  by  the  Bifhops 
before  the  great  Altar,  where  he  re- 
new'd  his  Oath  upon  the  holy  Evan- 
gelifts  ;  and  after  having  confefs'd 
himfelf'to  the  Archbiflhop  behind  the 
Altar,  while  they  were  finging  the 
Te  Deuw,  he  heard  High  Mais ;  which 
was  celebrated  by  the  Bifhop  of  Nan- 
tes, and  then  the  Mufick  fang  Vive  le 
Roy ,  with  feveral  repetitions  of  it. 
At  which  the  Parifims,  (  who  were 
prelent  in  great  numbers  at  that  tri- 
umphal Ceremony)  breaking  out  into 
tears,  dro  wn'd  the  voices  of  the  Mu(i- 
cians,  with  their  Cryes  of  Vive  le  Roy  : 
which  makes  it  evident,  that  the  Peo- 
ple of  Paris y  excepting  only  the  Rabble 
of  the  Fa£Hon,  were  only  Leaguers  Joy 
reafon  of  tfiat  invincible  Averfion, 
which  they  have  always  had  for  Hu- 
gonotifm.     For  fo  fbon  as  they  faw  the; 

N  n  n  4  King 
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King  converted,  they  no  longer  call'd 
him  the  Beamois,  or  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, but  plainly  the  King  ;  whom, 
already  they  defir'd  to  fee  in  Paris ; 
as  appeard  not  long  afterwards,  by 
the  peaceable  reduQiion  of  that  capital 
City  of  the  Kingdom. 

Truly  after  this  day,  which  by  the 
Effects  it  produced,  may  properly  be 
eall'd  the  laft  day  of  the  League  .when 
the  Piety  of  the  King  was  obferv  d  at 
Mafs,  at  Vefpers,  at  the  Archbiihop's 
Sermon ,    and  after  it,  in  the  Vifit 
which  he  made  to  the  Tombs  of  the 
Martyrs  at  Monmartre,  all  which  A- 
£tions  were  well  known  to  proceed 
from  the  Sincerity  of  a  Soul,  which 
was  too  great  to  be  capable  of  Hypo- 
crifie  j  the  People  did  but  laugh  at 
what  th^  Spaniards j  the  remainders  of 
the  Sixteen  ,    their  Preachers  ,  and 
above  all  others  ,    the  fiery  Doftor 
Boucher,  publifh'd  in  their  Libels,  and 
iri  their  Sermons  which  were  but  Li- 
bels, againft  this  Conversion,  which 
they  labour  cl  in  vain  to  decry  by  ma- 
ny  impudent  and  forg 'd  Defamations. 
*Twas  almoft  every  mans  bufinefs,  as 
fecretly  as  he  couM  to  make  Peace 
vM—  v  with 
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with  the  King;  and  deliver  up  the 
Towns  without  noife,  cfpecially  af- 
ter they  had  begun  to  tafte  the  Sweets 
of  Peace  ,  by  means  of  the  Truce, 
which  being  earneftly  defir'd  by  the 
great  Cities,  was  concluded  for  three 
moneths,  beginning  tour  days  after 
the  Conversion. 

Tis   true,  the  Duke  of  Mayenney 
fearing  that  it  wouM  fbon  deprive  him 
of  the  Authority,  which  he  en  joy 'd  as 
Lieutenant  of  the  Crown,  procurM  in 
his  pretended  Eftates,  that  the  Oath 
fliouM  be  renew'd,  of  perfeverance  in 
the  Union,and obedience  to  the  Popes 
Decrees.     He  went  yet  farther ;  for 
in  order  to   oblige  his  Holinefs,  al- 
ways to  fupport  his  Party,  he  caus'd 
the  Eftates  to  confirm  the  Declaration 
which  he  had  made  for  the  publishing 
of  the  Council  of  Trent  :  though  ti;^y 
had  formerly  inrolPd  the  Exceptions 
which  they  had  made  in  bar  of  it, 
containing  23  Articles,  which  were 
held  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Royal 
Prerogative  of  our  Kings,  and  the  Li- 
berties of  the  Gallic  ah  Church.     But 
in  conclufion,  neither  that  Publicati- 
on, which  they  had  no  great  mind  to 

make 
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make  valid,  had  any  effect ;  neither 
did  the  Oath  which  they  had  taken, 
hinder  them  from  treating  privately, 
and  confidering  of  the  bed  methods, 
to  receive  the  King  into  Paris ,  in 
fpight  of  the  Duke  of  May  erne. 

Bu:  that  which  wholly  turnd  the 
Ballance,  and  made  the  juftice  of  his 
Caufe  apparent  in  the  eyes  of  all  men, 
reducing  akiioft  all  his  Subje&s  to 
their  Duty,  was,  that  according  to  his 
promife,  he  fent  the  Duke  of  Never s 
to  Rome,  to  render  that  filial  Obedi- 
ence which  is  owing  to  his  Holinefs 
from  the  moft  Chriftian  Kings,  and 
to  defire  that  Abfblution  ,  which 
they  believ'd  at  Rome  the  Pope  had  on- 
ly power  to  give  him.  This  met  with 
great  Obftructions ;  and  Pope  Clement , 
being  earneftly  fblicited  by  the  Spani- 
ards, who  us'd  their  utmoft  Endea- 
vours to  hinder  him  from  granting  it, 
refus'd  it  for  a  long  time  together,  af- 
ter a  manner,  which  was  fomewhat 
difrefpe&ful,  to  fo  great  a  King.  But 
when  his  Holinefs  perceived,  that  he 
began  to  be  lefs  courted  for  his  Gift, 
and  that  it  was  believ'd  in  France  .con- 
fidering what^Applications  had  been 

made* 


The  Hijlory  of  the  League. 

lade ,  that  the  King  had  done  all 
./hich  cou'd  reafonably  be  expe&ed 
Ion  his  part,  and  confequently  no  far- 
ther Abfolution  was  neceflary  ;  he  ad- 
[vancM  of  his  own  accord,  asfaft  as 
they  went  back,  and  cncouragd  them 
to  renew  that  Negotiation  ,  which 
had  been  wholly  given  over  by  the 
Duke  of  Never s,  whom  he  wou  d  not 
receive  as  the  Ambaffador  of  the  King 
of  France,  and  who  for  that  Reafon  he 
was  departed  from  Rome  in  Difcon- 

tent. 

The  King  therefore  being  defirous 
to  omit  nothing  on  that  occafion, 
which  cou'd  be  expected  from  a  moft 
religious  Prince,  nam'd  two  new  De- 
puties, and  both  great  Men,  Jacques 
David  du  Perron,  and  Arnaud  d'  Ojfat, 
whofe  extraordinary  Deferts  were  not 
long  after  rewarded  with  Cardinal- 
fhips  ;  and  they  acted  both  of  them 
with  fo  much  prudence,  that  after 
many  Difputes  and  Difficulties  rais'd 
by  the  S.rtniards,  both  concerning  the 
Effentials,  and  the  Formalities  of  that 
Affair,  the  Pope  at  length  refolv'd  on 
giving  a  fecond  Abfolution,  and  to 
keep    himfelf  precifely  within  the 

bounds 
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4^ij>93-  bounds  of  fpiritual  authority ,  with- 
out mentioning  the  Rehabilitation  to 
which  he  pretended :  For  they  wou'd 
not  admit  that  term  ,  by  which  it 
might  have  feemM  that  the  Crown 
of  France,  which  depends  on  God  a- 
lone,  fhou'd  either  dire£tly  or  indi- 
rectly be  fuhje£fced  to  the  Pope.  In 
this  manner,  that  Abfblution  which 
had  been  defir'd  almoft  two  years 
before  that  time,  was  given  at  Rome 
on  the  fixteenth  of  September,  in  the 
year  1595.  %  which  it  is  eafie  to  be 
obferv  d,  that  the  League  had  not  the 
mortal  blow  from  thence ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  that  which  made  the  Pope 
lb  pliable,  was,  that  he  faw  the  League 
was  going  to  deftru£tion. 

In  effect,  as  when  the  two  great 
Pillars  which  fiiftain'd  the  Palace  of 
the  Philiftims,  were  overthrown  by 
the  ftrength  o^Sampfon,  all  the  Build- 
ing went  to  the  ground  ;  fb  when 
thofe  two  fpecious  pretences  of  the 
Publick  Good  and  of  Religion,  which 
the  Heads  of  the  League  had  taken  for 
the  Columns  of  their  Fabrick,  were 
thrown  down  by  the  Conversion  of 
the  King,  md  that  Con verllon  knowa 

to 
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to  be  real ,  notwithftanding  all  the 
jugglings  of  the  Spaniards^  who  wou'd 
have  rendred  it  fufpe&ed ;  that  impi- 
ous Building,  already  more  than  half 
ruin'd,  and  now  having  not  the  leaft 
fupport,  fell  down  of  it  (elf  and  came 
to  nothing.  Infbmuch  that  in  the 
year  enfuing,  almoft  all  the  Heads,  ^%JJg± 
and  all  the  Cities  of  the  League,  made 
each  of  them  their  feparate  Treaty 
with  the  King,  who  was  better  pleas'd 
to  win  upon  their  hearts  by  gentle 
means,  with  his  admirable  clemency 
and  Fatherly  goodnefs,  granting  them 
advantageous  conditions,  which  did 
him  the  more  honour  the  lefs  they 
had  deferv'd  them  ,  than  to  force 
them,  as  he  was  able,  by  his  victori- 
ous Arms  to  return  to  their  duty  in 
their  own  defpight. 

£s  the  Marquefs  de  Vitry,  was  the 
firft  who  forfbok  the  Kings  Party,  af- 
ter the  death  of  Henry  the  Third,  en- 
tring  into  that  of  the  League,  which 
at  that  time  he  believ'd  to  be  the  juft- 
er  Caufe  ;  he  was  alfo  the  firft,  who 
being  difabus'd  of  that  falfe  opinion> 
returnM  to  his  obedience  with  the 
Town  of  Meaux  7  of  which  he  was 

Governor, 
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^^i594*  Governor.  The  Sieur  da  U  Chajlre  im- 
mediately follow'd  his  example,  and 
brought  back  with  him  Orleans  and 
Bourges.  The  Lionnois ,  after  they 
had  ihaken  off  the  yoke  of  the  Duke 
of  Nemours,  whom  they  kept  Pi  ifbn- 
er  in  Pierre  Encife,  and  that  of  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne,  his  Brother  by  the 
Mothers  fide  ,  (  who  had  underhand 
wrought  them  to  lecure  him,  that  he 
might  joyn  his  Government  of  Bour- 
gogne  to  that  of  Lionnois,  and  fet  up 
a  kind  of  independent  principality  in 
both)  turn'd  the  Leaguers  out  of  the 
Town,  and  declar'd  unanimoufly  for 
the  King. 

Provence  was  the  firfl:  of  all  the  Pro- 
vinces ,  which  openly  difbwn'd  the 
Party  of  the  League,  taking  up  Arms 
at  the  fame  time  againft  the  Savoy- 
ards and  the  Duke  of  Efpemon,  M7ho 
had  poflefs'd  himfelf  of  that  Govern- 
ment againft  the  Kings  Will. 

This  voluntary  reduction  was  made 
by  the  courage  and  good  management 
of  four  brave  Gentlemen,  of  the  Houfe 
of  Fourbin,  one  of  the  moft  Noble  and 
moft  remarkable  Families  of  Provence. 
Their  Na*nes  were  PaUmede  de  Four- 
bin, 
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bin,  Lord  of  Soliers,  and  his  two  Sons,  ^^1594. 
Jajptir  de  Soliers,  and  Saint  Canat ;  and 
Nicholas  de  Four  bin,  Knight  of  Malta, 
with  whom  joyn'd  Melcbior  de  Four- 
bin,  Sienr  de  Jan/on,  Baron  of  Vtlle- 
Laure,  and  Mane. 

Thefe  being  related  by  kindred  and 
alliance  to  John  de  Pontevez,  Count 
de  Canes,  Governor  and  Grand  Sene- 
fchal  of  Provence,  whofe  two  Sifters 
were  married  to  Janfon  and  Saint  Car 
nat,  wrought  To  well  with  him,  that 
they   brought   him  over  from   the 
League  ;   of  which  he  had  declared 
himfelf  Head,  after  the  death  of  Mon- 
fieur  de  Fins,  his  Nephew,  who  was 
kill  d  with  a  Mufquet  Shot  as  he  was 
befieging  GraJJe.     After  which  ,  ha- 
ving perfwaded  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  to  enter  into 
their  confederacy,  the  Count,  with- 
out much  trouble,  reducM  the  City 
of  Aix  ,  and  the  Parliament  of  that 
place  ,  which  reunited  it  felf  at  the 
fame  time  with  that  party  of  its  Offi- 
cers, which  held  their  Seflions  at  Ma- 
nofque ,   under  the  authority  of  the 
King.     In  fequel  of  this,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Provencals  being  reunited, 

and 
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and  ftrengthenM  by  the  Succours 
which  they  received  from  Monfieur  de 
Lefdigukres,  manag'd  their  underta- 
kings with  fo  much  prudence ,  cou- 
rage, and  good  fortune,  that  at  length 
they  conftraind  both  the  Savoyards 
and  the  Duke  of  Ejpemon,  to  depart 
out  of  that  Country,  and  to  leave  the 
Government  cf  it  free  to  the  Duke  of 
Guife.  And  that  Prince,  by  the  deli- 
verance of  Marfeilles  ,  fini-fli-M  that 
great  work  which  the  four  Lords  of 
tourbin  had  fb  generoufly  begun,  and 
fo  well  carried  on,  immediately  after 
the  Kings  Converfion,  and  when  he 
had  made  his  entry  into  Paris,  which 
in  a  very  Ihort  time  was  followed  by 
the  reduction  of  all  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

Many  Months  were  already  paft, 
fince  the  Parliament  and  Magiftrates 
of  that  Town,  by  the  care  of  the  Pre- 
fident  Le  Maiftre,  the  Connie llors  da 
Vair,  D 'Amours ,  and  Moief  (who  ex- 
ercis'd  the  Office  of  Procureur  Gene- 
ral) the  Sieur  Huillkr,  Provoft  of  the 
Merchants  ,  the  Sieur s  Beaurepaire, 
UAngloisy  and  Neret  the  Sheriffs,  the 
Colonels  and  Captains  of  thefeveral 

Wards^ 
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Wards,  had  difp6s'd  the  minds  of  all  ;^2^j9* 
the  Perlbns  of  Quality,  the  Officers, 
and  good  Citizens  of  Paris,  openly  to 
renounce  the  League,  without  regard- 
ing either  the  Spanijh  Garrifon,  or  the 
Faction  of  Sixteen,  which  confifted  of 
not  abovb  3  or  4000  feditious  People, 
who  were  the  very  Scum  of  all  the 
Rabble,  whom  the  Colonels  and  Cap- 
tains of  the  Wards,  coud  eafily  cut  in 
pieces,  in  cafe  they  fliou'd  pre  fume  to 
take  up  Arms.  1  he  Treaty  was  alfb 
already  concluded  for  the  fafety  of  the 
Par/fiam,  and  all  neceffary  Meafures 
taken  with  the  Count  of  Belin,  Go- 
vernoiir  of  Paris,  for  the  bringing  in 
of  the  King  ,  particularly ,  after  he 
had  been  Crown  d  at  Cha(trts%  on  the 
ijth.  of  February  $  and  nothing  hin- 
dred  the  execution  of  (b  noble  Defign, 
but  only  the  pretence  of  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne,  who  beginning  to  have  the 
Count  of  Btlin  in  diftruft,  had  put 
the  Count  of  Br/jfac  in  his  place, 
whom  he believd  to  be  the  moft  con- 
fiding man  of  all  his  Followers.  But 
that  Count,  the  King  being  now  con- 
verted, and  his  Affairs  in  a  flourifhing 
condition,  confider'd  that  he  had  a 

poo  ftrong- 
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^^94-  ftronger  tye  of  Fidelity  to  him,  than 
^  to  any  other  Perfon  without  exception; 
and  therefore  made  his  Treaty  be- 
times, on  the  moft  advantagious  terms 
he  cou  d  procure.  So  that  the  Duke, 
who  had  fworn  never  to  treat  with 
the  King  y  what foever  Conditions 
might  be  offer  d,before  he  had  receivM 
Abfblution  from  the  Pope,  forefeeing 
that  he  couM-be  no  longer  Mafter  of 
Paris  :  and  fearing  to  be  apprehend- 
ed in  the  Town,  departed  out  of  it, 
with  the  Dutchefs,  his  Wife,  and  his 
Children,  whom  he  brought  to  Soif 
fons,  and  leaving  them  there,  went 
into  Picardy,  to  order  his  Affairs  in 
that  Province,  and  to  retain  the  Cities 
in  his  obedience. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King,  who 
had  drawn  his  Army  together  at  St. 
Denis,  haften  d  fb  well  the  execution 
of  the  Treaty/ that  the  day  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  the  2  2  d.  of  March  :  at 
which  time,  advancing  as  fair  as  Mont- 
mar  tre  \  and  afterwards  within  200 
paces  of  the  Town,  towards  the  low- 
er part  of  the  River  near  the  Tuilleries, 
with  the  choice  of  his  Cavalry,  the 
Infantry  was  let  in  by  the  new  Gate, 

and 
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and  the  Gate  of  St.  Dems>  very  early  /^rj£* 
in  the  morning  :  fb  that  the  Ramparts 
were  feiz'd,  without  the  leaft  tumult, 
or  any  manner  of  Refinance  ;  after 
which,  they  poflefsM  themfelves  of 
all  the  principal  Places,  the  two  C7u- 
ftdets,  the  Palace,  and  the  Avenues  of 
the  Bridges.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
King's  Garrifbns  of  Mdun  and  Corbeily 
marching  down  by  the  River  fide,  till 
they  came-right  againft  the  Celeftines% 
were  receiv  cl  by  Captain  Qrofjier  into 
the  Arfenal ;  and  on  the  other  fide, 
the  loyal  Citizens,  fecur'd  their  own 
Wards  by  ftrong  Corps  de  guard,  and 
fcattering  among  the  multitude,  ma- 
nyprinted  Tickets,  containing  a  ge- 
neral Indemnity,  rais'd  loud  Acclama- 
tions,and  Cryes  oiVivt  k  R oy  through 
the  whole  City. 

This  causM  fb  great  an  amazement 
in  thofe  who  were  the  hotteft  Lea- 
guers,  and  in  the  Spaniards >  that  after 
the  Kings  Party  had  either  cut  in  pie- 
ces, or  thrown  into  the  River  a  Corps 
de  guard  of  25  or  30  Lanfquenets, 
whomadean  offer  of  refiftanceon  the 
Kay,  not  a  man  of  them  durft  after- 
wards appear  ;  fb  that  all  things  being 

Ooo  2  now 
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now  in  great  Tranquility ,  and  the 
whole  City  fecurM  for  tne  King,  he 
enter  d,  at  the  New  Gate,  as  it  were 
in  Triumph,  attended  by  all  his  No- 
bility and  Gentry , after  he  had  receiv  d 
from  the  Count  of  Brijfac,  the  Keys 
of  the  Town,  and  a  magnificent  im- 
broider d  Scarf,  inftead  of  which  he 
put  his  own  upon  the  Count,  and 
made  him  Marefhal  of  France  upon  the 
place.     Then  with    5  or  600  men 
armd  Cap  a  pe ,  before  him ,  their 
Pikes  being  trail'd,  in  fhow  that  the 
Town  was  voluntarily  furrendei^d,  he 
fiiarch'd  dire&ly  to  the  Church  of 
Noftre-dame,  the  Trumpets  on  every 
fide  founding,  the  Bells  ringing,  and 
innumerable   multitudes  of    People 
continually  ecchoing  each  other  from 
all  parts  of  the  Town,  with  inceffant 
Acclamations,  and  Shouts  of  Vive  le 
Roy.     From  thence  ,    when  the  Te 
Deumwzs  fung  during  the  Maft,which 
lie  heard  with  fiich  demonstrations  of 
Piety,  as  oyerjoyM  the  Parifians,  he 
went  to  the  Lduvre ,  where ,  after 
Dinner,  having  received  the  Submifli- 
ons  of  all  the  Companies,  at  Three  of 
the  Clock  he  went  to  fee  the  difmifli- 

on 
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;  on  of  the  Spamjb  Garrifon  ,  at  the  ^^Wj 
Gate  of  St.  Denis :  they  were  not  in 
number  above  $  or  4000  men  at  moft  ; 
in  the  midft  of  them  was  the  Duke  of 
Feridy  Don  Diego  cfTbarra,  and  the 
Lord  Jvan  Baptifia  Taxis  ,  who  all 
three  of  them,  with  the  whole  Body 
of  their  Souldiers,  bowing  lowly  to 
him  with  infinite  Refpeft,  were  fafely 
convoy'd,  till  they  came  to  Guife. 

About  50  of  the  moft  violent  Lea- 
guers>  amongftwhom,  were  Dr.  Bow 
chery  and  the  Petit  FeniUanty  believ- 
ing ,  like  Cainy  that  their  horrible 
Impieties  were  uncapable  of  Pardon, 
departed  with  that  foreign  Garrifon, 
and  retired  into  Flanders ',  where  they 
pais  d  the  reft  of  their  days,  fbme  of 
them  in  extream  mifery,  feme  others 
well  rewarded  by  the  Spaniards ,  to  the 
end  that  Example  might  be  fervicea- 
ble  to  them  on  fbme  other  occafion  ; 
and  that  their  Liberality  might  encou- 
rage others  to  be  like  them,  wholly 
at  their  Devotion.  It  feems  they 
were  little  acquainted  with  the  King  s 
Temper,  who  was  Goodnefs  and  Cle- 
mency icfelf;  for  he  loft  the  memory 
of  all  chat  was  paft,  as  fbon  as  ever  he 

Ooo  5  let 
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Am^lm-  fet  Foot  in  Paris.  He  even  lent  to 
offer  his  iWe&ion,  and  all  manner 
of  Security,  to  the  Cardinal  oiPi&cm- 
z,a,  the  Pope  s  Legat,  and  to  Cardi- 
nal Ptlleve,  His  greateft  Enemies  ;  the 
firftofwhom,  to  whom  he  had  given 
his  lafe  Cone! act,  died  by  the  way,  on 
his  return  to  Rome ;  the  fecond,  who 
was  then  defperately  iick ,  expired, 
not  at  the  very  moment  of  the  King's 
entrance  into  Pans,  as  the  greateft 
part  of  our  Hiftorians  have  written, 
but  fix  days  after  it,  as  his  Epitaph 
bears  witnefs,  which  is  to  be  feen,  in 
the  Metropolitan  Church  of  Rheims. 
In  conclufion,  all  things  were  re- 
ftor'd  in  Paris ,  to  their  firft  Eflate  : 
The  Parliament  fblemnly  re-efta- 
bliffrd,  in  its  natural  Seat ;  all  its  Or- 
dinances, which  had  been  made,  du- 
ring the  Troubles,  againft  the  King's 
Authority,  racd  out  of  their  Rolls, 
and  the  general  Lieutenancy  of  the 
Grown  and  Eftate,  judicially  repeal  cl.' 
And  the  Faculty  of  Divines  in  Body 
affembled,  ( their  Freedom  being  no 
longer  opprefs'd,as  it  had  been  during 
the  League ,  by  the  Tyranny  of  the 
Sixteen  )  declared  null  all  the  Icanda- 

lous 
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lous  Decrees  which  it  had  made,  in  Am*  i$94« 
prejudice  of  the  inviolable  Rights  of  ^ 

our  Kings ,  fvvore  Fidelity  to  King 
Henry  the  Fourth,  and  declared  that 
all  Frenchmen  were  oblig'd  in  Confer- 
ence, to  acknowledge  him  for  their 
lawful  Soyeraign,  ordaind  by  God ; 
notwithftanding  that  through  the  In- 
trigues of  the  Spaniards,  the  Pope  had 
not  yet  given  him  Abfblution* 

Now  ,  as  they  fay,  the  Primum 
mobile,  draws  a  ong  with  it  all  the 
other  Heavens  by  the  rapidity  of  its 
motion,  fothe  happy  reduction  of  this 
capital  City  of  the  Monarchy ,  was 
folio wM  by  that  of  the  Princes,  the 
Lords,  and.  the  Cities  of  the  League, 
who  vyed    with  each  other  ,  who 

I  fhoud  firfl:  come  in,  and  returned  in 
Crowds  to  the  King  s  Obedience.  For   Mn  i 
in  the  year  enfuing,  the  Admiral  ViU  v^v^ 
lars,  the  Duke  of  Guife  with  his  Bro- 
thers, his  Coufins,  and  theSieurs  of 

;  Bois  Dauphin  and  La  Chaftre,  made 
their  Treaties  for  the  Towns  which 

I  they  yet  held  in  their  Governments. 
Thofe  of  Vicar  Ay  and  Rourgogne,  were 
almoft  all  reduced,  either  by  volunta- 
ry Submiflion,  or  by  the  taking  of  La- 
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Annjjsp.  0n,  Noyon,  and  the  Caftle  of  feeaume  ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  prudently 
withdrawing  himfelf  from  a  Party,: 
which  muft  have  overwhelmed  him 
under  its  Pvuines,  had  at  laft  obtained 
the  Peace,  which  he  fought  from  the 
King.    Infbmuch  that  there  remain  di 
only  Soiffons,  Chaalons  upon  the  Saone, 
Seurrey  and  the  Caftles  of  Dijon  and 
Taiantj  to  the  Duke  ofMayenne,  who 
faw  himfelf  forfaken  by  the  Head  of 
his  Family,  and  the  Princes  of  it,  and 
indeed  by  all  thofe  in  whom  he  had 
reposd  his  confidence.     Which  not- 
withftanding,  he  ftillhop'd,  he  might 
fet  himfelf  up  again,  by  the  affiftance 
of  a  great  Army  of  1 8000  men,  which 
Ferdinand  de  Velafco  ,    Conftable  of 
Spain,  had  brought  from  the  Dutchy 
of  Milan  ,    into  the  French  County  : 
which ,  in  conclufion ,  only  afforded 
pew  Matter,  to  increafe  the  King's 
Glory,  by  one  of  the  moft  hazardous, 
bufalfo  of  the  moft  glorious  A£Hons, 
\vhich  he  ever  did  perform. 

The  new  Marefhal  Biron,  having 

fought  fuccefsfully  in  Bijjm,  againft 

the  Vicount  de  Tavannes,  whom  he 

forcd  to  leave  the  Town,  befiegMthe 

•    -  *'c  Caftle; 
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Caftle,  and  at  the  fame  time,  theCa-  f^jM 
iftle  otTalantj  into  which  the  Enemies 
were  retirM.     It  being  fear'd ,  that  the 
Conftable  of  Chjhk  with   his  great 
Army,  which  was  upon  the  point  to 
pafs  the  Stow,  fhou'd  come  upon  him, 
there  was  notice  of  it  given  to  the 
King,  who  was  already  advanc d  with 
i5ooHorfe  as  far  i&Trojres.    Upon 
this  Advertifement,  he  came  up  fpee- 
dily  to  Dijon  y  about  the  end  ox 'June. 
From  whence,  after  he  had  given  all 
neceflary  Orders,  for  carrying  on  the 
Siege  of  the  two  Caftles,  he  marchd 
towards  the  Saohe  with  Mareftjal  Bi- 
ron>  and  7  or  800  Horfe,  with  defign 
to  flop  the  Conftable  at  leaft  for  two 
or  three  days,  at  the  pafTage  of  the 
River,  to  the  end  that  his  men  might 
have  leifure,  to  finilh  the  Retrench- 
ments, which  he  had  appointed,  to 
hinder  any  Relief  from  coming  into 
the  Caftles,    But  being  arrived  near 
the  Borough  of  Fontnin  Framoife,  half 
way  betwixt  Dijon  and  Grey,  he  had 
Intelligence  from  his  Scouts,  that  the 
whole  Spanifh  Army,  to  which  the 
Duke  oiMayenne  had  joyndali  his  re- 
maining Forces,  having  already  pais  cl 

the 
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^m^J  the  Riv^r  zt-Grey  5  was  coming  up, 
and  juft  ready  to  fall  on  him. 

Doubtlels  here  was  Cufficient  occa- 
sion of  Fear,  even  for  a  great  Captain, 
to  find  himfelf  in  this  terrible  Dilem- 
ma: Toftay  and  exped  the  Enemy, 
who  was  twenty  times  ftronger  than 
himfelf,  wasextreamrafhnefs;  tore- 
tire  before  him  in  full  day,  was  almoft 
impoflible  to  be  done,  without  mani- 
feft  danger  of  being  routed,  and  cut 
off  in  his  Retreat.  Ne  verthelefs  he 
form'd  his  Refblution  upon  the  Place, 
with  wonderful  prefence  of  mind, and 
ftiowing  a  bold  countenance  to  the 
Enemy,  as  if  he  had  been  fuftain'd  by 
his  whole  Army,  commanded  the 
Marfhal  to  advance  with  500  men, 
who  pofleffing  themfelves  of  a  rifing 
Ground ,  from  whence  they  chasci 
about  60  Horfe  of  the  Enemy,  difco- 
ver'd  the  whole  Army  of  the  Spani- 
ards marching  in  Battalia,  who  made 
a  Halt  on  this  fide  the  Village  of  St. 
Seyne  upon  the  Vigennes. 

Four  hundred  Horfe  of  the  French, 
Troops  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  May- 
enmr  and  commanded  by  the  Barons 
de  ThUngeSy  de  Tfoewffe7  and  de  Villars 
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Houdan,  appear  cl  at  the  Head  of  their  /^!j>9*« 
Army,  fuftain'd  by  800  more  detachM 
from  a  great  Body  of  the  Vanguard, 
where  the  Duke  was  in  Perfbn,  pur- 
pofely,  that  he  might  bring  it  to  the 
iffueof  a  Battel,  which  theConftable 
fhou'd  not  be  able  to  avoid.  As  thefe 
were  marching  right  on  to  Biron,  he 
having  the  Marquefs  of  Mirebem  on 
one  fide,  and  the  Baron  of  Lux,  on 
the  other,  each  of  them  commanding 
an  ico  Horle,  fpread  them  as  v/ide  as 
he  couM  podible,  to  hinder  himfelf 
from  being  incompafs  d,  and  receivd 
the  Enemies  with  his  ufual  Valour : 
but  they  being  French,  old  Souldiers, 
and  much  out-numbring  him,  imme- 
diately charg'd  with  fb  much  fury,  up- 
on the  Squadrons  otMtrebeau  and  Luxr 
that  they  broke  into  them,  and  put 
them  in  Diforder.  The  Marfhal  was 
not  wanting  on  his  fide,  to  give  ad- 
mirable proofs  of  his  Courage  and  his 
Conduct,  in  rallying  and  fuftaining 
his  men,  who  in  fpight  of  their  vigo- 
rous Refiftance  began  to  bend.  He 
made  one  particular  Charge  with  ex- 
tream  bravery,  to  dif  engage  the  Ba- 
ron de  Lux j  who  was  the  worft  hand- 
led, 
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led  ;  himfelf,  and  the  boldeft  of  his 
Souldiers,  being unhorsd ;  but  feeing 
frelh  Squadrons  coming  on,  whereof 
fome  were  marching  up  dire&ly  to 
him,  others  turning  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left,  to  inclofe  him,  he 
was  at  laft  conftrainM  to  give  ground 
with  the  reft,  and  endeavour  to  make 
his  Retreat,  in  which  he  was  fbex- 
treamly  prefs'd,  that  it  wanted  but 
little  of  plain  flight.  And  the  detach- 
ment which  was  fent  by  the  King,  to 
receive  thofe  who  fled,  and  to  fuftain 
Bironr  (  who  wounded  as  he  was  in 
the  Head,  and  blood  all  over,  yet  di£ 
daining  to  turn  his  back,  fought  re* 
treating,  accompanied  by  very  few) 
were  as  ill  handled)  as  the  firft,  and 
driven  back  to  the  place  where  the 
King  was  himfelf  in  Perfbn. 

It  was  on  this  occafion  that  Great 
Prince  performM  a  mod  heroick  and 
moft  memorable  a£Hon :  For  though 
he  faw  himfelf  in  the  greateft  danger 
imaginable,  having  in  front  of  him 
near  1200  Horfe  in  fix  Sauadrons,  fu- 
fUind  by  the  grofs  or  the  Army , 
which  was  coming  to  attaque  him ; 
^e  who  had  not  at  that  time  above 
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an  hundred  Horfe  about  him  in  good  ^^*&* 
order,  far  from  retiring,  which  one 
wouM  have  thought  he  fhou'd  have 
endeavoured,  as  being  able  to  have 
done  it  without  danger,  while  the  E- 
nemies  were  employed,  either  infight- 
ing thofe  who  yet  made  refiftance, 
or  in  purfuing  thofe  who  fled  ;  he 
marchd  flraight  forward,  bearing  his 
Sword  aloft ,  and  calling  by   their 
names  the  moft  confiderable  Perfbns 
who  attended  him,  as  the  Duke  of 
Elieufj  the  Marquefs  of  P  if  any  ,  de 
Treiftel ,  de  Roquelaure  ,    de  Chafteatt 
VieuXy  De  Lzenconr,  de  Montigny^  d* 
Intevilk  and  de  MirepoLx,  and  inviting 
them  to  a£fc  like  himfelf,  he  made  fo 
furious  a  charge  on  thofe  whobelievd 
themfelves  to  be  already  in  poffeflion 
of  the  Vi&ory,  that  he  ftopM  them 
fhort,  and  broke  into  them,  follow'd 
b^all  his  brave  Attendants,  who  after 
his  example  fought  like  Lyons,  and 
pufh'd  the  Enemy  with  fb  much  vigor, 
that  thofe  fix  Squadrons  fell  back  in 
cOnfufion  upon  each  other.    In  the 
heat  of  this  Combat,  he  kilPd  with 
his  ow7n  hand  the  valiant  Colonel  San- 
Jony  who  was  ufing  his  uttermoft  en- 
deavours 
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deavours  though  in  vain,  to  reftore 
the  Fight :  and  being  feconded  by  Bi- 
ron,  who  had  rallyed  about  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  Horfe  ,  and  by  the 
Duke  of  Trimonilk)  who  was  come  up 
to  the  Charge  in  the  midftof  the  acti- 
on with  his  Company  of  Gendarmes* 
he  purfu'd  them  at  full  fpur  as 
far  as  the  great  Body  of  Cavalry, 
which  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  com- 
manded in  the  Vanguard.  And  doubt- 
left  he  had  not  faild  to  attaque  him, 
as  he  was  very  defirous  to  have  done, 
feeing  his  valour  feconded  with  fiich 
good  fortune,  if  that  grofs  had  not 
been  flank'd  with  two  little  Copfes, 
lind  with  Mufqueteers,  and  fiiftain'd 
by  the  whole  Spawfh  Army  ,  which 
had  certainly  overwhelmed  him,  in 
cafe  they  had  taken  that  critical  op- 
portunity. 

In  effect,  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  ha- 
ving obferv'd  ,  during  the  Combat, 
the  extreme  danger  in  which  the  King 
had  involvd  himfelf,  which  accord- 
ing to  his  heavy  maxim,  might  pafs 
for  inconfideration  and  rafhnefs,  lent, 
three  or  four  times  with  all  imagina* 
ble  earneftnefi  to  the  Conftable ,  to 

defjre 
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defire  him  not  to  let  flip  that  favoura-  ^J)^\ 
ble  minute,  but  to  march  as  to  a  cer- 
tain victory  ;  giving  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  King  having  neither 
Foot  nor  Cannon,  coud  not  poffibly 
efcape  either  from  being  kill'd,  or  at 
leaft  from  being  taken.   But  whether 
the  Cajtillian  fear'd  the  fortune  of  the 
King,  and  much  more  apprehended 
that  his  whole  Army  was  not  far  be- 
hind ;  or  were  it  the  Hatred  which 
the  Spaniards  bore  the  Duke  ,  who 
for  his  part  hated  them  not  lels ;  or 
perhaps  the  Vanity  and  Pride  of  the 
Conftable,  who  cou  d  not  endure  to 
be  taught  his  Duty  :  'tis  certain  that 
he  abfblutely  refused  to  move,  but  on- 
ly on  his  Retreat  the  lame  day,  to  his 
Quarters  at  St.  Seyne,  and  the  next 
morning  to  Grey.     The  King,  who  in 
the   mean  time   had  rallied  all  his 
Troops,  having  ftill  purfued  him,  till 
he  had  repafsM  the  Saone. 

Thus  it  may  belaid,,  that  in  this 
famous  Skirmilh  at  Fontain  Framoifey 
the  happy  fuccels  of  which  is  wholly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  incomparable 
Valour  Of  the  King,  he  performed  an 
A&ion  not  unlike  that  of  the  great 

Mac- 
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Macchabee,  who  with  800  men,  durft 
bear  up  againft  a  numerous  Army; 
with  this  difference  notwithftanding, 
that  the  Jewijb  Hero  was  loft  in  the 
too  eager  profecution  of  his  Vi&ory, 
but  ours,  on  the  contrary,  returnd 
from  the  purfuit  of  his  flying  Enemies, 
coverM  with  Glory,  after  he:  had  dri- 
ven a  powerful  Army  out  of  his  King- 
dom, with  an  handful  of  men,  not 
exceeding  the  number  of  6  or  700. 

This  was  the  lafl:  Enterprize  of  the 
League,  which  was  then  gafping  in 
the  pangs  of  death,  and  expir'd  imme- 
diately after  it.  For  the  Duke:  of 
Mayenney  in  defpair  to  fee  himfelf  a- 
bandonM  by  the  Conftable*  with  no 
hope  of  recovery  in  his  Affairs,  was 
upon  the  point  of  taking  a  Journey  in- 
to Spain,  and  throwing  himfelf  into 
the  Arms  of  King  Philip,  with  inten- 
tion to  inform  him  of  the  Malice  and 
Cowardife  of  thole,  whom  he  intrud- 
ed with  the  Command  of  his  Armies, 
when  the  King,  willing  by  an  admira- 
ble effe£fc  of  his  Goodnefs,  to  with- 
draw his  vanquifh'd  Enemy  from  the 
fteep  of  that  Precipice,  where  he  was 
leeking  his  deftru&ion,  let  Mtti  un- 

dm- 
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derftand  that  he  was  ready  to  receive 
him  into  Grace,  and  grant  him,  in 
that  his  low  eftate,  very  advantagi- 
ous  Conditions ;  that  while  the  Trea- 
ty betwixt  them  was  depending,  he 
might  ftay  at  Ch  Ion  on  the  Saone^  the 
only  good  Town  remaining  to  him  in 
B&urgogitft  and  take  his  word  for  his 
fecurity.  And  the  Duke  to  anfwer 
this  Generofity,as  much  as  lay  in  him, 
accepting  this  Offer,  gave  immediate 
Order,  that  the  Caftes  of  D/jWand 
Talant  fhou'd  be  furrendred.  But 
what  was  moft  admirable  in  this  pro- 
cedure of  the  King,  was,  thartofave 
the  Honour  of  that  Prince,  who  had 
engag'd  himfeif  byOarh,  not  to  ac- 
knowledge him,  till  he  had  receive! 
Abfblution  from  the  Pope,  he  deferr'd 
the  conclufion  of  his  Treatv,  till  he 
hadobtaind  it  from  his Holinefs;  af- 
ter which ,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  enfuing,  he  made  an  Edifl:  in  his 
Favour. 

It  was  not,  indeed,  fb  advantagi- 
ous  as  it  might  have  been,  if  hecou'd 
have  refblvMto  have  accepted  thole 
Propositions  fboner,  which  were  of- 
fered hint  more  than  once  ;  at  a  time, 
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Ann.  i  $$6.  vvhen  he  might  have  treated  not  only 
'  for  himfelf ,  but  for  all  that  powerful 
Party  which  he  headed.  Yet  it  was 
infinitely  beyond  what  he  couM  reafb- 
nably  have  expe&ed  at  that  time  :  for, 
in  confideration,  that  he  had  always 
opposed  the  pernicious  I)efigns  of  the 
Sixteen?and  of  the  Spaniards ,  and  that 
making  War  like  a  man  of  Honour, 
he  had  conftantly  fpoken  of  the  King 
with  great  RefpeG:,  as  one  who  infi- 
nitely efteem'd  his  Perfbn,  his  Merit, 
and  his  Quality  5  the  King  who  valu- 
ed him  exceedingly,  granted,  in  his 
favour,  (even  againft  the  opinion  of 
the  greateft  part  of  his  Counfel )  that 
Edi£t,  in  which,  making  very  honou- 
rable mention  of  him,  and  commend- 
ing the  Zeal,  which  he  always  had  for 
the  prefervatibn  of  the  Catholick  Re- 
ligion, and  the  Monarchy  in  its  entire 
eftate,  he  granted  him  amongft  other 
things,  (  befides  an  Amnefty  of  the 
paft,  the  re~eftablifhment  of  himfelf 
and  his  Friends,  in  all  their  PofTeffions, 
the  Towns  o^Soiffons,  Seurre,  and  Cha- 
lon  on  the  Saone,  for  his  fecurity  )  a 
Declaration,  importing  that  he  had 
no  Accufation  either  again.fl:  himfelf, 

or 
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or  the  Princes  and  Princeflesof  his  4*±j.i9& 
[Family,  touching  the  Parricide  com- 
mitted on  the  Perfon  of  the  late  King  ; 
and  that  he  bound  himfelf  and  his  Sue-. 
cefTors,  to  the  payment  of  all  Debts 
which  he  had  contracted  ,  as  well 
without  the  Kingdom  as  within  it,  to 
make  War  againft  him. 

After  this,  the  Duke,  going  to  pay 
his  Refpe£h  to  him  at  Monceaux,  was 
received  with  great  Honour,  and  te- 
ftimony  of  Affection  :  and  it  happen- 
ing, that  the  King  in  walking  with 
him,  at  his  ordinary  rate,  which  was 
very  fwift ,r  that  poor  Prince  ,  who 
was  fat  and  unwieldy,  grew  out  of 
breath,  freely  told  him,  That  he  was 
quite  [pent ,  and  coud  $0  no  farther  : 
The  King  embracing  him,  faid'only 
this  :   For  my  own  part -,  Cotifa*  I  (wear 
to  y6U)  this  is  all  the  Kevp:?y.  I  mMevm 
take  onyott)  for  all  the  M-'fcbiefyou  have 
done  me,  when  yon  were  Head  of  the 
League.     Thus  ,     the    Duke    being 
charm'd  with  fb  much  Generofity  and 
Goodnefs,  which  won  upon  his  Na- 
ture, devoted  himfelf  wholly  to  his 
fervice,  and  ferv'd  him  afterwards  to 
his  great  advantage,  eipecially  againft 
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the  Spaniards,  in  the  retaking  of  La 
Fere  and  Amiens. 

Now,  after  this  Agreement,  there 
remain  d  no  more  towards  the  total 
extinguilhraent  of  that  great  Fire, 
which  had  fpread  it  felf  through  all 
the  Kingdom,  than  the  reduction  of 
the  Dukes  of  Mercxur  and  otjoyeufey 
who  yet  held  for  the  League,  the  on 
in  Bretagne,  and  the  other  in  Langue 
doc.  For,  as  to  the  Town  olMarfeil 
lesj  (  which  the  Duke  of  Guije ,  to 
whom  the  King  had  given  that  Go- 
vernment of  Provence  ,  had  retaken 
from  the  Rebels,  it  being  then  under 
the  dominion  of  two  petty  Tyrants, 
who  acknowledge  neither  the  King, 
nor  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  and  who 
wouM  have  given  it  up  to  the  Spani- 
ards} theHiftory  of  its  Deliverance, 
belongs  not  to  that  of  the  League  :  for 
the  Duke  of  Joyeufe,  three  years  were 
already  paft,  when  after  the  death  of 
his  Brother,  who  was  drown'd  in  the 
Tarn,  when  he  had  been  forced  in  his 
Retrenchments  at  the  Siege  of  Ville- 
?nur^  he  was  return  d  from  Father  An- 
ge  theCapuchitt,to  be  Duke  ofjoyeu/e, 
and  General  of  the  League  in  Langue* 

doc. 
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doc.    This  change  of  his  was  made,  at  vAn^lj£6- 
the  earneft:  Solicitations,  of  the  Facul- 

Ity  of  Divines  in  Jholoufe  ;  the  Do- 
ctors, (  who  were  confulted  on  this 
Cafe  of Confcience^.  and  efpecially  his 
Brother  the  Cardinal,  who  after  the 
death  of  the  late  King,  was  enterM 
into  the  Party  of  the  League  )  having 
declared  to  him,  that  he  was  oblige!, 
under  pain  of  mortal  Sin,  to  accept  of 
that  Employment,  for  the  good  of  Re- 
ligion. Yet  he  woud  not  take  it, 
without  a  Difpenfation  from  the  Pope, 
who  transferred  him  from  the  Order 
of  St*  Francis,  to  that  of  St.  John  of 
Jerufalem.  He  had  maintained ,  till 
that  time,  the  Party  of  thzVmonin 
that  Province,  as  well  as  he  was  able ; 
but  when  lie  few,  that  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Towns,  made  their  volun- 
tary fubmiflion,  after  the  Converfion 
of  the  King ;  and  that  thofe  few  Offi- 
cers of  Parliament ,  who  were  re- 
maining at  Tholoufe,  were  refolv'd,  in 
cafe  he  wou'd  not  accommodate  him- 
felf  to  them,  that  they  wou'd  joyn 
with  the  Members  of  their  Company, 
who,  during  the  Troubles,  were  re- 
tired to  CaftjeSdrazin ,  and  Btfcrs.  He 
P  p  p  3  mads 
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ate  ii$i  made  his  Treaty,  and  in  -January  ob- 
x*s~>*~^  taind  from  the  King  vinthe  fame  man- 
lier as  the  Duke  of  MayeMtehz&COnz, 
an  Edid  in  favour  of  himy  by  which 
he  was  made  Marlhal  of  France,  and 
Lieutenant  of  the  King  in  Languedoc, 
andThokufe,  apd  the  other  Towns  of 

that  Province,  which  yet  held  for  th 
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League. 

He  lit?  ti  fef1  three  years  afterwards^ 
ifjthemMft-of  the  Pomps,  Pleafures, 
and  Wntfejsf  the  World.  But  it 
£ausM*£ ^woriderlol  Surprize ,  when 
after  fte^  had  Tblemnlz?d  with  great 
Magnifieenc^  ih^Marria -ge  of  his  on- 
ly P&^fil^  on- 
ly Heir  of  that^ich  and  ^llufbious 
Houfe  of  Jeyetf/ey  Mth>  Hmry  Duke 
of  Montpenftkr,  it  was  told,  On  the  fe~ 
cond  Tuefday  of  Mfflty  fcy  the  Capu- 
chin who  preached  2^%t.  Germain  del 
Anxerrots,  that  having  for  the  fecond 
time,  renounced  the  World,  he  was 
return  d  the  laft  night  into  theCloi- 
fter,  from  whence  he  had  departed 
eight  or  nine  years  before,  for  the  ler- 
vice  of  Religion,  as  he  believ'd  :  but 
at  the  laft;  his  Mind  having  been  en- 
lightened by  God's  holy  Spirit,  and  be- 
in 
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ing  ftrongly  wrought  upon  by  the  Im- 
pulies  of  his  Grace,  he  had  refblv'd 
to  do  Juftice  on  himfelf ;  considering, 
in  the  pretence  of  God,  that  the  Mo- 
tive on  which  the  Pope  had  given  him 
the  Difpenfation,  no  longer  fubfifting, 
it  was  his  ducy,dealing  fincerely  with 
God,  who  is  not  to  be  deceived,  no 
longer  to  make  ufe  of  it,  when  the 
Caufes  which  fupported  it,  were  no 
J  more  in  being.  For  which  Reafbns, 
he  pioufly  relblv'd,  to  refume  his  an- 
cient Habit  of  Penitence,  in  which, 
after  he  had  edified  all  Paris,  by  his 
rare  Vermes,  and  his  fervent  Sermons, 
he  dy'd  in  our  days,  a  moft  religious 
Death. 

All  that  now  remain'd,  was  to  re- 
duce the  Duke  of  Mercmr  ;  which 
was  indeed,  to  give  the  fatal  Blow  to 
the  League ,  and  to  cut  off  the  laft 
Head  of  that  monftrous  Hydra.  That 
Prince,  who  was  Son  to  the  Count  of 
Vatdemont ,  and  Brother  of  Queen 
Loiije,  Wife  to  the  late  King,  being 
carried  away  with  the  furious  Torrent 
of  the  League,  after  the  death  of  the 
Gwfesj  following  the  example  of  the 
other  Princes  of  his  Family ,had  caus'd 

P  p  p  4  al- 


^ 


p6i        The  Hiftory  of  the  League. 

^XJ^f*  almoft  a  general  Revolt  in  his  Govern- 
ment of  *Bretagm  y  where  he  made 
War  for  almoft  ten  years,  with  For- 
tune not  unlike  that  of  the  Duke  of 
Mxyenne^  but  with  much  greater  Ob- 
ftinacy.  For  notwithstanding  that  in 
the  declination  of  the  League,  he  had 
loft  the  greateft  part  of  his  Towns, 
which  were  either  taken  from  him,  or 
of  their  own  accord  forfbok  his  Party, 
yet  he  ftill  fed  his  Imagination  with 
flattering  Hopes,that  thisiair  Dutchy, 
to  which  he  had  fbme  Pretentions  in 
right  of  his  Wife,  might  at  laft  re- 
main in  his  poffeffion ,  by  fbme  favoii- 
Am  rable  revolution  of  Fortune,  in  cafe 

\^\rsj  the  War  continued.  But  when  he 
faw  the  King  approaching  Bretagne, 
with  fuch  Forces,  as  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  refifting,  he  made  his  Ap- 
plications to  the  Dutchefs  of  Br  ay  for  t^ 
to  whom  he  offered  the  Princefs  his  on- 
ly Daughter,  for  the  young  Duke  of 
Vandbme  her  Son.  And  it  was  in  con- 
fideration  of  that  Marriage,  that  fhe 
obtained  from  the  King,  anEdi&yet 
more  honourable,  and  at  leaft  as  ad- 
vantagious  as  that  which  fhe  had  ob- 
tained for  the  Duke  of  Mayemk>  whom 
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fhe  defirM  to  have  in  herlntererts,  de- 
figning  to  make  her  felf  powerful 
Friends,  by  whofe  afliftance  fhe  might 
compafs  her  high  Pretcnfions,  which 
all  vanifh'd  by  her  fudden  Death,  in 
the  year  enfuing. 

Thus  ended  the  League,  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  Duke  of  Mercaut^who 
had  this  advantage  above  all  the  Prin- 
ces of  that  Party,  that  his  Accommo- 
dation was  followM  by  an  Employ- 
ment, wherein  he  obtained  all  the 
Glory,  that  a  Chriftian  Hero  coud 
clefire,  and  which  has  recommended 
his  Name  to  late  Pofterity.  For  the 
Emperor  Rodo/pbw,  diflatisfy\J  with 
his  German  Generals,  who  hadferv'd 
him  ill  againft  the  Turks,  and  being 
inform'd  of  the  rareMerit  of  this  Prince, 
having  entertained  him  with  leave 
from  the  King,  and  given  him  the 
Command  of  his  Forces  in  Hungary  y 
he  extended  his  Reputation  through 
all  Chriftendom ,  by  his  wonderful 
Exploits  in  War :  particularly  in  the 
famous  Retreat  of  Canifu,  with  1 500 
men,  before  an  Army  of  60000  Turks  ; 
at  the  taking  of  Alba  Regalis,  and  at 
the  Battel  wherein  he  defeated  the  In- 

fide/s, 
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fidels,  who  came  to  the  relief  of  their 
men  befiegdin  that  City.  And  be- 
ing upon  his'return  to  France,  after  fb 
many  heroick  A&ions,  it  pleased  God 
to  reward  him,  with  another  Crown 
of  Glory,  infinitely  furpaffing  that  on 
Earth,  and  to  receive  him  into  Hea- 
venly means  of  a  contagious  Difeafe, 
which  took  him  from  the  World  at 
Nuremberg. 

The  King  was  not  yet  fatisfy'd,  to 
have  wholly  extinguish  cl  that  Fire- 
brand of  Civil  War,  which  the  League 
had  lighted  up  in  all  the  Provinces  of 
France,  he  farther  defird,  in  order  to 
the  fecurity  and  quiet  of  his  People, 
after  fo  great  Troubles,  to  make  an 
end  of  foreign  War,  which  heaccom- 
pliflid  not  long  after  the  Treaty  of  the 
Duke  of  Mercmr  ,  by  the  Peace  of 
Vervim.  Since  that  War  which  was 
openly  made  againft  the  Spaniard,  du- 
ring the  {pace  of  four  years,  had  no- 
thing of  relation  to  the  League,  nor 
the  Peace  which  concluded  it,  I  fhaU 
forbear  any  mention  of  it  in  this  Hifto- 
ry, that  I  may  not  exceed  the  Limits 
of  my  Subjed.  I  fhaU  only  fay,  that 
after  the  Spaniard  had  been  obligd  by 

ver~ 
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Vertue  of  the  Articles  of  Peace,  tore-  *^i«* 
ltoreall  the  Places,  which  he  had  ta- 
ken from  us,  or  that  had  been  bafely 
given  up  to  him,  during  our  Troubles, 
we  have  feen,  fince  that  time,  under 
the  glorious  Reigns  of  the  Bourbons y 
that  imperial  Houfe  ftill  increafing 
with  the  French  Monarchy,  by  Peace 
and  War,  in  Greatnefs,  in  Power,  and 
in  Wealth,  even  till  this  prefent  time, 
when  Louis  the  Great,  by  his  victori- 
ous Arms,  and  by  his  Laws,  has  raisd 
it  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  Glory,  on 
the  Ruinesof  thofe  who  had  attempt- 
ed its  deftruQiion  by  the  League.     A 
wonderful  effect  of  the  divine  Provi- 
dence and  Juftice  ;  and  a  plain  de- 
monftration  to  all  Subjects,  that  they 
are  indifpenfably  oblig'd,  to  give  to 
Cafir  what  belongs  to  Cxfar ;  and  that 
with  good  Reafbn,  founded  on  the 
exprefs  Commands  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  fourth  Council  of  Toledo,  infpir'd 
by  God's  holy  Spirit,  has  made  a  De- 
cree, again  ft  fitch  kind  of  Leaguers, 
containing  ,  That  whoever  {hall  have 
violated  by  any  League,  the  Oath  of  Al- 
legiance,  by  which  he  is  bound  to  main- 
tain the  ft  ate  of  his  Countrey  and  of  his 
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J!^V^  Kj#g>  or  {hall  have  made  any  Attempt 
agamfi  his/acred  Perfon,  or  endeavour  <L 
to  depofe  him^  and  tyrannically  ufurfd 
the  Soveraign  Power y  let  him  be  Ana- 
thema before  God  the  Father  and  his  ho- 
ly Angds  ; — before  Jejus  Chrift  and  his 
Apo files  ;— before  the  holy  Ghofl  and  the 
Martyrs  ;—kt  him  be  cut  off  from  the 
Catholick  Church,  which  he  has  profaned 
by  his  execrable  Perjury  ;  and  let  him  be 
excluded  from  the  Company  of  the  Faith- 
ful7  together  with  all  thofe  who  have  been 
partakers  of  his  Impiety  ;  for  'tis  mofi 
jufiy  that  they  who  are  Accomplices,  and 
guilty  of  the  fame  Crime ,  fhotid  alfo  be 
ravolvd  in  the  fame  Punifbment. 
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Translator, 

T^Hat  Government  generally 
confider'd,  is  of  divine  Au- 
thority ,  will  admit  of  no 
difpute :  For  whoever  will 
ferioufly  confider,  that  no  man  has 
naturally  a  right  over  his  own  Life, 
fo  as  to.  murder  himfelf ;  will  find  by 
confequence,  that  he  has  no  right  to 
take  away  anothers  Life;  and  that 
no  pa£t  betwixt  man  and  man,  or  of 
Corporations  ^and  Individuals ,  or  of 
Soveraigns  and  Subjects,  can  intitle 
them  to  this  right .  So  that  no  Offend- 
er can  lawfully,  and  without  fin,  be 
punifh'd,  unlefs  that  power  be  derived 
from  God.  Tis  He  who  has  commit 
fionM  Maglftrates ,  and  authorize! 
them  to  prevent  future  Crimes  by 
punifbing  Offenders,  and  to  redrefs 
the  injur'd  by  diftributive  Juftice : 
Subjects  therefore  are  accountable  to 
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Superiors,  and  the  Superior  to  Him 
alone.  For  the  Soveraign  being  once 
inverted  with  lawful  Authority,  the 
Subject  has  irrevocably  given  up  his 
power,  and  the  dependance  of  a  Mo- 
narch is  alone  on  God.  A  King,  at 
his  Coronation,  fwears  to  govern  his 
Subje£h  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land, 
and  to  maintain  the  feveral  Orders  of 
Men  under  him  ,  in  their  lawful  pri- 
viledges ;  and  thofe  Orders  fwear  Al- 
legiance and  Fidelity  to  him ,  but 
with  this  diftin£tion,  that  the  failure 
of  the  People  is  punifhable  by  the  \ 
King,  that  of  the  King  is  only  punifh- 
able by  the  King  of  Kings.  The  Peo- 
ple then  are  not  Judges  of  good  or 
ill  administration  in  their  King  ;  for 
tis  inconfiftent  with  the  Nature  of 
Soveraignty,  that  they  fhou'd  be  fo  : 
And  if  at  fbme  times  they  fuffer, 
through  the  irregularities  of  a  bad 
Prince ,  they  enjoy  more  often  the 
benefits  and  advantages  of  a  good  one, 
as  God  in  his  Providence  flhall  dif- 
pole,  either  for  their  b-effing  or  their 
punifhment.  The  advantages  and 
difadvantages  of  fuch  fubjection,  are 
iuppos'd  to  have  been  flrft  confiderM, 

and 
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and  upon  this  ballance  they  have  gi- 
ven up  their  power  without  a  capaci- 
ty of  refumption  :  So  that  it  is  in 
vain  for  a  Common-wealth  Party  to 
plead,  that  men  ,  for  example,  now 
in  being,  cannot  bind  their  Pofterity 
or  give  up  their  power :  For  if  Sub- 
jects can  fwear  only  for  themfelves, 
when  the  Father  dyes  the  fubje&ion 
ends,  and  the  Son  who  has  not  fworn 
can  be  no  Traytor  or  Offender,  either 
to  the  King  or  to  the  Laws.  And  at 
this  rate  a  long-iiv  d  Prince  may  out- 
live his  Soveraignty,  and  be  no  long- 
er lawfully  a  King  :  But  in  the  mean 
time,  'tis  evident  that  the  Son  enjoys 
the  benefit  of  the  Laws  and  Govern- 
ment, which  is  an  implicit  acknow- 
ledgment of  fubjeftion.  'Tis  endlefs 
to  run  through  all  the  extravagancies 
ofthefe  men,  and 'tis  enough  for  us 
that  we  are  fettled  under  a  LawTful 
Government  of  a  Moft  Gracious 
Prince ;  that  our  Monarchy  is  Here- 
ditary ;  that  it  is  naturally  poiz'd  by 
our  municipal  Laws,  with  equal  be- 
nefit of  Prince  and  People  ;  that  he 
Governs  as  he  his  promised  by  expli- 
cit Laws ;  and  what  the  Laws  are  fi- 

lent 


The  Toftfcript. 

lent  in,  I  think  I  may  conclude  to  be 
part  of  his  Prerogative  ;  for  what  the 
King  has  not  granted  away,  is  inhe- 
rent in  him.  The  point  of  Succellion 
has  fufficiently  been  difcufs'd ,  both 
as  to  the  Right  of  it,  and  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  People:  One  main  Argu- 
ment of  the  other  fide  is,  how  often 
it  has  been  removed  from  the  Right 
Line  ?  As  in  the  cafe  of  King  Stephen, 
and  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  and  his  De~ 
fcendants  of  the  Houfe  of  Lane -after. 
But  'tis  eafie  to  anfwer  them ,  that 
matter  of  Fa&,  and  matter  of  Right, 
are  different  Confiderations  :  Both 
thole  Kings  were  but  Usurpers  in  ef- 
fect, and  the  Providence  of  God  re- 
ftord  the  Pofterities  of  thofe  who 
were  difpoffefsM.  By  the  fame  Ar- 
gument they  might  as  well  juftifie 
the  Rebellion  and  Murder  of  the  Late 
King  :  For  there  was  not  only  a 
Prince  inhumanly  put  to  death,  but 
a  Government  overturnd  ;  and  firft 
an  Arbitrary  Common  wealth,  then 
twoUfurpers  fet  up  againft  the  Law- 
ful Soveraign ;  but  to  our  happinefs 
the  fame  Providence  has  miraculoufly 
teftorM  the  Right  Heir,  and  to  their 

confufion^ 


The  Toftjcript.  J 

confufion ,  as  miraculoufly  preferv'd 
him.  In  this  prcfent  Hiftory,  to  go 
no  further,  \vc.  fee  Hh$ry  the  Third, 
by  a  Decree  of  r  he  Sor bonne,  diverted, 
what  in  them  lay  ,  of  his  Imperial 
Rights,  a  Parliament  of  Parrs ,  iiich 
another  as  our  firft  long  Parliament, 
confirming  their  Decree,  a  Pope  au- 
thorifing  all  this  by  his  Excommuni- 
cation, and  an  Holy  League  and  Co- 
venant, profecuting  this  Depofition 
by  Arms :  Yet  an  untimely  death  on- 
ly hindred  him  from  refeating  himfelf 
in  Glory  on  the  Throne,  after  he  was 
in  manifeft  poffellion  of  the  Victory. 
We  fee  alfb  the  fame  Sorbonifts,  the 
fame  Pope,  Parliament,  and  League^ 
with  greater  force  oppofing;  the  un- 
doubted Right  of  King  Htnry  the 
Fourth  ;  and  we  fee  him,  in  the  end, 
furmounting  all  thefe  difficulties,  and 
triumphing  over  all  thefe  dangers. 
God  Almighty  taking  care  of  his  own 
Anointed,  and  the  True  Succeffion : 
Neither  the  Papifi  nor  Presbyteri- 
an Jjfociation  prevailing  at  the  laft  in 
their  attempts,  but  both  baffl'd  and 
ruin'd,  and  the  whole  Rebellion  end- 
ing either  in  the  fubmiflioa,  or  deftru- 
6hori  of  the  Conspirators, 

Q,q  qf  TTtf 
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'Tis  true ,  as  my  Author  has  ob- 
fervM  in  the  beginning  of  his  Hiftory, 
that  before  the  Catholick  League,  or 
Holy  Union,  which  is  the  SubjsQ:  of 
this  Book  ,   there  was  a  League  or 
Combination  of  Huguenots  ,  againft 
the  Government  of  France ,    which 
produced  the  Confpiracy  of  Amboife  ; 
and  the  Calvin? ft  Preachers  (as  Meze- 
ray  ,  a  mod  impartial  Kiftorian,  in- 
forms us)  gave  their  opinion,  that 
they  might  take  up  Arms  in  their 
own  defence  ,  and  make  way  for  a 
free  accefs  to  the  King  ,  to  prefent 
their  Remonftrances  :  But  it  wras  or- 
dered at  the  fame  time ,   that  they 
Ihou'd  feize  on  the  Duke  of  Gtyfey 
and  the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain  his  Bro- 
ther, who  wrere  then  Chief  Minifters, 
that  they  might  be  brought  to  Tryal 
by  prccefs  before  the  States ;  but  he 
adds  immediately,  who  cou'd  anlwer 
for  them,  that  the  Prifoners  fhou'd 
not  have  been  kilPd  out  of  hand,  and 
that  they  woud  not  have  made  them- 
felves  Mailers  of  the  Queen  Mother's 
Perfbn  9  and  of  the  young  King's  ? 
which  was  laid  afterwards  to  their 
charge  ?  The  conceafd  Heads  of  this 

Confpr- 
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Confpiracy  ,  were  Lewis  Prince  of 
Condi^  and  the  famous  Admiral  deCd- 
ligny  ;  who  being  difcontented  at 
Court  ,  becaufe  their  Enemies  the 
Gtujej  had  the  management  of  affairs, 
under  the  Queen  Regent,  to  their  ex- 
clufion,  and  being  before  turn'd  Cat- 
vinifts  ;  made  ufe  of  that  Rebellious 
Se£t ,  and  the  pretence  of  Religion, 
to  cover  their  Ambition  and  Revenge. 
The  fame  Mczeray  tells  us  in  one  of 
the  next  Pages ,  That  the  name  of 
Huguenots  or  F/dnos  (from  whence  it 
was  corrupted)  fignifies  League  or  Aj- 
fociation,  in  the  Swijfe  Language  ;  and 
was  brought,  together  with  the  Se£t, 
from  Geneva  into  France.  But  from 
whencefbever  they  had  their  name, 
'tis  moft  certain  that  peftilent  race  of 
people  cannot  by  their  principles,  be 
good  Subjects :  For  whatever  infore'd 
Obedience  they  pay  to  Authority  ■ 
they  believe  their  Oafs  above  the 
King  5  and  how  they  wou  d  order  him 
if  they  had  him  in  their  power,  our 
Moft  Gracious  Soveraign  has  fuffici- 
ently  experienced  when  he  was  id 
Scotland.  As  for  their  boaft  that 
they  brought  him  in ,  'tis  much  as 
Qj\  q  2  true, 
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true,  as  that  of  the  Cafainifts,  who 
pretend  ,  as  my  Author  tells  you  in 
his  Preface ,  That  they  feated  his 
Grandfather  Henry  the  Fourth  upon 
the  Throne.     For  both  trench  and 
English  Presbyterians  were  fundamen- 
tally and  practically  Rebels ;  and  the 
French  have  this  advantage  over  ours, 
that  they  came  in  to  the  aid  of  Henry 
the  Third ,  at  his  greateft  need ,  or 
rather   were   brought  over  by    the 
King  of  Navarre  their  declar'd  Head, 
on  a  profpect  of  great  advantage  to 
their  Religion ;  whereas  ours ,  never 
inclinM  to  the  Kings  Reftauration  , 
till  themfelves  had  been  trodden  un- 
derfoot by  the  Independent  Party,  and 
till  the  voice  of  three  Nations  calFd 
aloud  for  him  ,  that  is  to  fay,  when 
they  had  no  poffibility  of  keeping 
him  any  longer  out  of  England.     But 
the  beginning  of  Leagues ,  Unions  , 
and  AfTociations,  by  thofe  who  call'd 
themfelves  Gods' People,  for  Refor- 
mation of  Religious  Worfhip ,  and 
for  the  redrefs  of  pretended  Griev- 
ances in  the  State ,  is  of  a  higher 
rife,  and  is  juftly  to  be  dated  from 
Luther  s  time ;  and  the  private  Spirit, 

or 
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or  the  gift  of  interpreting  Scriptures 
by  private  Perfons,  without  Learn- 
ing, was  certainly  the  Original  Caufe 
of  fuch  Cabals  in  the  Reformd 
Churches  :  So  dangerous  an  inftru- 
menn  of  Rebellion  is  the  Holy  Scri- 
pture, in  the  hands  of  ignorant  and 
bigoted  men. 

The  Anabaptifis  of  Germany  led  up 
the  Dance,  who  had  always  in  their 
mouths,  Faith,  Charity,  the  Fear  of 
God,  and  mortifications  of  the  Flefh ; 
Prayers,  Fallings,  Meditations,  con- 
tempt of  Riches  and  Honours  were 
their  fir  ft  fpecious  practices  :    From 
thence  they  grew  up  by  little  and  lit- 
tle to  a  feparation  from  other  men, 
who   according  to  their  Pharifaical 
account,  were  left  holy  than  them- 
felves  ;  and  Decency,  Civility,  neat- 
nefs  of  Attire ,  good  Furniture  and 
Order   in  their    Houfes  ,    were  the 
brands  of  carnal-minded  men.    Then 
they    proceeded    to    nick-name  the 
days  of  the  Weeks,  and  Sunday,  Mon- 
day, Tuefday9  &c.  as  Heathen  names, 
muft  be  rejected  for  the  Fir/}y  Second, 
and  Third  Days,  diftinguifhing  only 
by  their  numbers.     Thus  they  began 

Q.qq?  to 
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to  play,  as  it  were,  at  crols  purpofes 
with  mankind  ;   and    to   do  every 
thing  by  contraries,  that  they  might 
be  efteem'd    more   godly   and  more 
illuminated.     It  had  been  a  wonder, 
confidering  their  fanciful  perfections, 
if  they  had  ftopp'd  here.    They  were 
now  knowing  and  pure  enough  to 
extend  their  private  Reformation  to 
the  Church  and  State  ;  for  Gods  peo- 
ple love  always  to  be  dealing  as  well  in 
Temporals  as  Spirituals ;   or  rather, 
they  love  to  be  fingring  Spirituals,  in 
order  to  their   grafping  Temporals. 
Therefore  they  had  the  impudence  to 
pretend  to  Inspiration  in  the  Exposi- 
tion of  Scriptures  ;    a  trick  which 
fince  that  time  has  been  familiarly 
us'd  by  every  Seft,  in  its  turn,  to  ad- 
vance their  interefts.     Not  content 
with  this,  they  aflum'd  to  themfelves 
a  more  particular  intimacy  with  Gods 
Holy  Spirit ;  as  if  it  guided  them,  e- 
yen  beyond  the  power  of  the  Scri- 
ptures, to  know  more  of  him  than 
was'  therein  taught  :    For  now  the 
Bible  began  to  be  a  dead  Letter,  of  it 
felf ;  and  no  virtue  was  attributed  to 
f he  reading  of  it,  but  all  to  the  in- 
'  ^  ward 


The  foftfmft.  1 1 

ward  man  ,   the  call  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  ,    and  the   ingrafting  of   the 
Word ,  opening  their  Undemanding 
to  hidden  Mylteries  by  Faith  :  And 
here  the  Mountebank  way  of  canting 
words  came  firft  in  ufe  :  as  if  there 
were   fbmething   more   in    Religion 
than  couM  be  exprefsVi  in  intelligible 
terms,  or  Nonfence  were  the  wav  to 
Heaven.  This  of  neceffity  muft  breed 
divifions   amongft  them  ;    for  every 
mans  Infpiration  being  particular  to 
himfelf,  muft  clafh  with  anothers, 
who  fet  up  for  the  fame  qualification ; 
the   Holy  Ghoft  being  infallible  in 
all  alike  ,   though  he  fooke  contra- 
dictions in  feverai  mouths  :  But  they 
had  a  way  of  licking  one  another 
whole  ;  miftakes  were  to  be  forgiven 
to  weak  Brethren  ;  the  failing  was 
excuscl  for  the  right  intention  ;  he 
who  was  more  illuminated  ,    wou'd 
allow  fbme  light  to  be  in  the  lefs,  and 
degrees  were  made  in  contradictory 
Propofitions.      But  Godfathers    and 
Godmothers  ,    by  common  content, 
were  already  fet  afide,  together  with 
the  obfervation  of  Feftivals,  which 
they  faid  were  of  Antichrijlian  Infti- 
Q^q  q  4  tution. 


1%  The  <Poftfcript. 

tution.  They  began  at  laft  to  Preach 
openly,  that  they  had  no  other  King » 
but  Chrift  ,  and  by  confequence, 
Earthly  Magiftrates  were  out  of 
doors  :  All  the  gracious  Promifes  in 
Scripture  they  apply'd  to  themfelves, 
as  Gods  chofen ,  and  all  the  Judg- 
ments were  the  portion  of  their  Ene- 
mies. Thefe  impieties  were  at  firfl: 
unregarded,  and  afterwards  tolerated 
by  their  Soveraigns :  And  Luther  him- 
ielf  made  requeft  to  the  Duke  of  Sax- 
ony^  to  deal  favourably  with  tliem,  as 
honeft-meaning  men  wrho  were  mi£ 
led.  But  in  the  end,  w7hen  by  thefe 
fpecious  pretences  they  had  gather  d 
ftrength,  they  who  had  before  con- 
cluded, that  Chrift  was  the  only  King 
on  Earth,  and  at  the  fame  time  at- 
fum'd  to  themfelves,  that  Chrift  was 
theirs  ;  inferrd  by  good  confequence, 
that  they  were  to  maintain  their 
King ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  to  propa- 
gate that  belief  in  others ;  for  what 
God  wills3  man  muft  obey  :  And  for 
that  reafbn  they  entred  into  a  League 
of  AfTociaticn  amongft  themfelves , 
to  deliver  their  Ifrad  out  of  Egypt ; 
to  feize  Caman,  and  to  turn  the  Ido- 
laters 
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laters  out  of  pofleflicn.  Thus  you  ice 
by  what  degrees  of  Saintihip  they 
grew  up  into  Rebellion,  under  their 
Succetfive  Heads  ,  Munctr  ,  Phifr  , 
[John  of  Leydcn,  and  J\nippcrdolling^ 

where ,  what  Violences  ,    Impieties, 
and    Sacriledges    they    committed , 
thofe  who  are  not  fatisfied,  may  read 
in  Sky d.w.     The  general  Tradition  is, 
that  after  they  had  been  befieg  cl  in 
Miwfter,  and  were  forcd  by  affault, 
their  Ringleaders  being  punifh'd,  and 
they  difpers  d  ;  two  Ships-lading  of 
thefe  precious  Saints  was  diiembogud 
in  Scotland,  where  they  let  up  again, 
and  broachM  anew  their  pernicious 
Principles.     If  this  be  true,  we  may 
eafiiy  perceive  on  what  a  Noble  ftock 
Presbytery  was  grafted.     From  Scot- 
land they  had  a  bleffed  paffage  into 
England  ;  or   at  leaft  arriving  here 
from  other  parts,  they  fbon  came  to 
a  confiderable  increale.     Calvin  ,  to 
do  him  right,  writ  to  King  Edward 
the  Sixth,  a  (harp  Letter  againft  thefe 
People  ;  but  our  Presbyterians  after 
him,  have  been  content  to  make  ule 
of  them  in  the    late   Civil  Wars  , 
where  they  and  all  the  reft  of  the  ' 

Sectaries 
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Sectaries  were  joyn'd  in  the  Good  0l4 
Caufe  of  Rebellion  againft  His  Late 
Majefty  ;  though  they  cou  d  not  a~ 
gree  about  dividing  the  Spoyls,  when 
they  had  obtain  d  the  ViSory:  And 
'tis  impoflible  they  ever  (hou'd  ;  for  all 
claiming  to  the  Spirit ,  no  Party  will 
fuffer  another  to  be  uppermoft,  nor 
indeed  will  they  tolerate  each  other ; 
becaufe  the  Scriptures  interpreted  by 
each  to  their  own  purpofe,  is  always 
the  beft  weapon4  in  the  ftrongeft 
hand :  Obferve  them  all  along,  and 
Providence  is  ftill  the  prevailing  Ar- 
gument :  They  who  happen  to  be  in 
power,  will  ever  urge  it  againft  thofe 
who  are  undermoft ;  as  they  who  are 
deprefs'd ,  will  never  fail  to  call  it 
Perfecution.  They  are  never  united 
but  in  Adverfity,  for  cold  gathers  to- 
gether Bodies  of  contrary  Natures  , 
and  warmth  divides  them. 

How  Presbytery  was-  tranfplanted 
into  England,  I  have  formerly  related 
out  of  good  Authors.  The  Perfecu- 
tion arifing  in  Queen  Mary's  Reign, 
forc'd  many  Proteftants  out  of  their 
Native  Country  into  Foreign  parts, 
where  Culvimfm  having  already  taken 

root 
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root  (as  at  Vrancfort^  Strasbnra  ,  and 
Geneva  J  thofe  Exiles  grew  tainted 
with  that  new  Difcipline  ;  and  re- 
turning in  the  beginning  of  Queen 
E/tz,aktPs  Reign,  fpread  the  conta- 
gion of  it  both  amongft  the  Clergy 
and  Laity  of  this  Nation. 

Any  man  -who  will  look  into  the 
Tenets  of  the  firft  Seftaries,  will  find 
thefe  to  be  more  or  lefs  embued  with 
them  :  Here  they  were  fupported  un- 
derhand by  Great  Men  for  private  in- 
terests :  What  trouble  they  gave  that 
Queen,  and  how  {he  curbed  them, 
is  notoriously  known  to  all  who  are 
converfant  in  the  Hiftorks  of  thofe 
times.  How  King  James  was  plagu  d 
with  them  is  known  as  well,  to  any 
man  who  has  read  the  Reverend  and 
Sincere  Spotfvood  :  And  how  they 
were  baffled  by  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  a  Deputation  which  he  al- 
lowed them  at  Hampton-Court,  even  to 
the  Conversion  of  Dr.  Sparks  ,\v\\o  was 
one  of  the  two  Difoutants  of  their  Par- 
ty,  and  afterwards  writ  againfl:  them, 
any  one  who  pleafes  may  be  fatisfied. 

The  Agreement  of  their  Principles 
with  the  fierceft  Jeluits,  is  as  eafie  to 

be 
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be  demonftrated  ,-  and  has  already 
been  done  by  feveral  hands  :  I  will 
only  mention  fbme  few  of  them,  to 
fhow  how  well  prepared  they  came 
to  that  fblemn  Covenant  of  theirs, 
which  they  borrowed  firft:  from  the 
Holy  League,  of  France  ;  and  have 
lately  copied  out  again  in  their  in- 
tended Affociation  againft  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty. 

Bellarmine,  as  the  Author  of  this 
Miftory  has  told  you  ,  was  himfelf  a 
Preacher  for  the  League  in  Paris.,  du- 
ring  the  Rebellion  there,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Henry  the  Fourth.  Some  of 
his  Principles  are  thele  following. 

In  the  Kjng&oms  of  Meny  the  Power 
of  the  Kjng  is  from  the  People,  becaufe 
the  People  make  the  Kjng  :  Obferving 
that  he  lays,  In  the  Kjngdoms.of Men, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  he  reftrains  this 
Principle  to  the  fubordination  of  the 
Pope :  For  his  Holinefs,  in  that  Re- 
bellion, as  you  have  read,  was  de- 
clared Protelior  of  the  League  :  So 
that  the  Pope  firft  Excommunicates 
(  which  is  the  Outlawry  of  the 
Church )  and  by  virtue  of  this  Ex- 
communication,  the  People  are  left 

to 
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to  their  own  natural  liberty,  and  may 
without  farther  Procefs  from  Rome 
depofe  him. 

Accordingly  you  fee  it  pra£Hs'd,  in 
the  fame  Inltance :  Pope  Sixties  firft 
thunderftruck  King  Henry  the  Third, 
and  the  King  of  Navtirre  ;  then  the 
Sorbonne  make  Decrees  ,  that  they 
have  fiicceflively  forfeited  theCrown ; 
the  Parliament  verifies  thefe  Decrees, 
and  the  Pope  is  petition  d  to  confirm 
the  fence  of  the  Nation ;  that  is,  of 
the  Rebels. 

But  I  have  related  this  too  favoura- 
bly for  Bellarmine  ;  for  we  hear  him 
in  another  place,  pofitively  affirming 
it  as  matter  of  Faith,  If  any  Chrifiian 
Prince  (hall  depart  from  the  Catholick  Re- 
ligion, and  (hall  withdraw  others  from  ity 
he  immediately  forfeits  all  Power  and 
Dignity,  even  before  the  Pope  has  pro* 
nonncd  Sentence  on  him  ;  and  his  Sub- 
i  jeffsy  in  cafe  they  have  power  to  do  it^ 
?my  and  ought  to  cafl  out  fitch  an  Here- 
tick^  from  his  Sovereignty  over  Chrijli- 
ans. 

Now  confbnant  to  this  is  Buchanans 
Principle,  That  the  People  ?nay  confer 
the  Government  on  whom  they  pleafe. 

And 
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And  the  Maxim  of  Knox ,  That  if 
Princes  be  Tyrants  againjl  God  and  his 
Truths  thur  Subjects  are  released  from 
their  Oath  of  Obedience.  And  Good- 
mans, That  when  Magistrates  ceafe  to 
do  their  Duties  y  God  gives  the  Sword  in- 
to the  Peoples  hands  :  evil  Princes  ought 
to  be  deposed  by  inferior  Magifl rates  ;  and 
a  private  man^  having  an  inward  Call, 
may  kill  a  Tyrant. 

Tis  the  work  of  a  Scavenger,  to 
rake  together  and  carry  off  all  thefe 
Dunghills ;  they  are  eafie  to  be  found 
at  the  Doors  of  all  our  Seels,  and  all 
our  Atheiftical  Commonwealths  metf. 
And,  befides,  'tis  a  needlefs  labour ; 
they  are  fb  far  from  diibwning  fuch 
Positions,  that  they  glory  in  them  ; 
and  wear  them  like  Marks  of  Honour, 
as  an  Indian  does  a  Ring  in  his  Note, 
or  a  Soul  daman  a  Belt  of  Garbidge.  In 
the  mean  time  I  appeal  to  any  impar- 
tial man,  whether  men  of  fuch  Princi- 
ples can  reafbnabiy  expe£t  any  Favour 
from  the  Government  in  which  they 
live,  and  which  Viper-like  they  woud 
devour. 

What  I  have  remarked  of  them  is 
no  more  than  neceffary,  to  fhow  how 

aptly 
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aptly  their  Principles  are  fuited  to  their 
Practices  :  The  Hiflory  it  felf  has  fuf- 
ficiently  difcover'd    to  the  unbiafs'd 
Reader,  that  both  the  laft  Rebellion, 
and  this  prelent  Confpiracy,  (  which 
is  the  myftery  of  Iniquity  ftill  work- 
ing in  the  three  Nations  )  were  ori- 
ginally founded  on  the  French  League : 
that  was  their  Model,  according  to 
which  they  built  their  Bd-L     You 
have  feen  how  warily  the  firfl:  Affoci- 
ation  in  Picardy  was  worded :  nothing 
was  to  be  attempted  but  for  the  King  s 
Service ,   and  an  Acknowledgement 
was  formally  made ,   that  both  the 
Right  and  Power  of  the  Government 
was  in  him :  but  it  was  pretended, 
that  by  occafion  of  the  true  V  rote  ft  ant 
Rebels,  the  Crown  was  not  any  long- 
er in  condition,  either  of  maintaining 
it  felf,  or  protecting  them.     And  that 
therefore  in  the  Name  of  God,  and  by 
the  Power  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  they 
joynM  together  in  their  own  Defence, 
and  that  of  their  Religion.     Eut  all 
this  while,  though  they  wouM  feem 
to  aft  by  the  King's  Authority,  and 
under  him,  the  Combination  was  kept 
as  fecret  as  poflibly  they  cou'd,  and 

even 


2o  ;  The  Tofifcript. 

even  without  the  participation  of  the 
SOveraign ;  a  fure  Sign,  that  they  in- 
tended him  no  good  at  the  bottom. 
Nay,  they  had  an  Evafion  ready  too, 
againft  his  Authority  ;  for  'tis  plain, 
they  joyn  d  Humieres,  the  Governour 
of  the  Province,  in  Commiflion  with 
him  ;  and  only  nam'd  the  King  for 
fhow ;  but  engaged  themfelves  at  the 
fame  time  to  his  Lieutenant,  to  be 
obedient  to  all  his  Commands  ;  levy- 
ing Men  and  Money ,  without  the 
King's  Knowledge,  or  any  Law,  but 
what  they  made  amongft  themfelves. 
So,,  that  in  effeQ:,  the  Rebellion  and 
Combination  of  the  Hugonots  ,  was 
only  a  leading  Card,  and  an  example 
to  the  Papiftsy  to  rebel,  on  their  fide. 
And  there  was  only  this  difference  in 
the  Caufe,  that  the  Cafoinifts  fet  up 
for  their  Reformation,  by  the  fiiperi- 
or  Power  of  Religion,  and  inherent 
Right  of  the  People,  againft  the  King 
and  Pope.  The  Papifts  pretended  the 
lame  popular  Right  for  their  Rebelli- 
on againft  the  King,  and  for  the  fame 
end  of  Reformation,  only  they  fac'd 
it,  with  Church  and  Pope. 

Oisr 
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Our  Sectaries  ,and  Long  Parliament 
of  41 ,  had;certainly  thefe  French  Pre- 
cedents in  their  eye.  They  copy'd 
their  Methods  of  Rebellion  ;  at  iirft 
I  with  great  profeflions  of  Duty  and  Af- 
fection to  the  King  ;  all  they  did  was 
in  order  to  make  him  glorious;  all 
that  was  done  againft  him  was  pre- 
tended to  be  under  his  Authority  and 
in  his  Name  ;  and  even  the  War  they 
rais'd  ,  was  pretended  for  the  King 
and  Parliament.  But  thofe  Proceed- 
I  ings  are  fb  notorioufly  known ,  and 
have  imployd  fb  many  Pens,  that  it 
wou'd  be  a  naufeous  Work  for  me  to 
dwell  on  them.  To  draw  the  like- 
nefs  of  the  French  Tranfa&ions  and 
ours,  were  in  effe£tto  tranfcribethe 
Hiftory  I  have  tranflated.  Every  Page 
is  full  of  it.  Every  man  has  feen  the 
Parallel  of  the  Holy  League,  and  our 
Covenant  ;  and  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  befides  the  Names  of  the  Coun- 
treys,  France  and  England,  and  the 
Names  of  Religions  ,  Protefiant  and 
P-apift,  there  is  fcarcely  to  be  found 
the  leaft  difference,  in  the  project  of 
the  whole,  and  in  the  fubftance  af 
the  Articles,    In  the  mean  time  I  ean- 

Rrr  not 
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not  but  take  notice,  that  our  Rebels 
have  left  this  eternal  Brand  upon  their 
Memories,  that  while  all  their  pre- 
tence was  for  the  letting  up  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion,  and  pulling  down  of 
Popery,  they  have  borrowed  from  Pa- 
pifis  both  the  Model  of  their  Defign, 
and  their  Arguments  to  defend  it. 
And  not  from  loyal,  well-principled 
P api (is  ;  but  from  the  worft,  the  moft 
bigotted,  and  moft  violent  of  that  Re- ; 
ligion.  From  fbme  of  the  Jefmtes,  an 
Order  founded  on  purpofe  to  combat: 
Luther  amfm  and  Calvinijm.  The  mat- 
ter of  Fad  is  fb  palpably  true,  and  fb 
notorious,  that  they  cannot  have  the 
Impudence  to  deny  it.  But  fbme  of 
the  Jefmtes  are  the  fhame  of  the  Ro- 
man Churchy  as  the  Sectaries  are  of 
ours.  Their  Tenets  in  Politicks  are 
the  fame ;  both  of  them  hate  Monar- 
chy, and  love  Democracy :  both  of 
them  are  fuperlatively  violent ;  they 
are  inveterate  haters  of  each  other  in 
Religion,  and  yet  agree  in  the  Princi- 
ples of  Government.  And  if  after  fb 
many  Advices  to  a  Painter,  I  might 
advife  a  Dutch- maker  of  Emblems ;  he 
fhou  d  draw  a  Presbyterian  in  Arms  on 


one 
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one  fide,  a  Jepii  on  the  other,  and  a 
crownd  Head  betwixt  them  :  for  tis 
perfectly  a  Battel-royal.  Each  of 
them  is  endeavouring  the  deftrufrion 
of  his  Adverftry  ;  but  the  Monarch  is 
fure  to  get  Blows  on  both  fides.  But 
for  thofe  Se&aries  and  Common- 
wealths-men of  41  ,  before  I  leave 
them,  I  mull:  crave  leave  to  obferve 
of  them,  that  generally  they  were  a 
fowr  fort  of  thinking  men,  grim  and 
furly  Hypocrites  ;  fuch  as  coud  cover 
their  Vices,  with  an  appearance  of 
great  Devotion  and  auftericy  of  Man- 
ners :  neither  Profanenefs,  nor  Luxu- 
ry ,  were  encouragd  by  them ,  nor 
pra&isd  publickly,  which  gave  them 
a  great  opinion  of  Sanctity  among;ft 
the  Multitude  ;  and  by  that  opinion 
principally  they  did  their  bufinefs  i 
Though  their  Politicks  were  taken 
from  the  Catholick  League,  yet  their 
Chriftianity  much  refembled  thofe 
Anabaptifts,  who  were  their  Original 
in  Doctrine  y  and  thefe  indeed  were 
formidable  Inftruments  of  a  religious 
Rebellion.  But  our  new  Confpira- 
tors  of  thefe  fevenlafl:  years,  are  men 
of  quite  another  Make  :  I  fpeak  not  of 
Rrr  2  their 
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their  non-Conformift  Preachers,  who 
pretend  to  Enihnfufm^  and  are  as  mo- 
rofe  in  their  Worfbip,  as  were  thofe 
firft  Se&aries,  but  of  their  Leading 
men,  the  Heads  of  their  Fa&ion,  and 
the  principal  Members  of  it  :  what 
greater  loofenefs  of  Life,  more  athe- 
iftical  Difcourfe,  more  open  Lewdnefs 
was  ever  feen,  than  generally  was  and 
is  to  be  obferv'd  in  thofe  men  ?  I  am 
neither  making  a  Satyr  nor  a  Sermon 
here  ;  but  I  wou'd  remark  a  little  the 
ridiculoufhefs  of  their  Management. 
The  ftri&nefs  of  Religion  is  their  pre- 
tence ;  and  the  men  who  are  to  fet  it 
up,  have  theirs  to  choofe.  The  Long 
Parliament  Rebels  frequented  Ser- 
mons, and  obferv'd  Prayers  and  Fa- 
ftings  with  all  fblemnity  :  but  thefe 
new  Reformers,  who  ought  in  pru- 
dence to  have  trodden  in  their  fteps, 
becaufe  their  End  was  the  fame,  to 
gull  the  People  by  an  outfide  of  Devo- 
tion, never  us'd  the  means  of  infinua- 
ting  themfelves  into  the  opinion  of  the 
Multitude.  Swearing,  Drunkennefs, 
Blafphemies,  and  worfe  fins  than  A- 
dultery,  are  the  Badges  of  the  Party : 
nothing  but  Liberty  in  their  moutns, 

no- 
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nothing  but  Licenfe   in  their  pra- 
ctice. 

For  which  reafbn  they  were  never 
efteemM  by  the  Zealots  of  their  Fa- 
ction, but  as  their  Tools  5  and  had 
they  got  uppermoft,  after  the  Royal- 
lifts  had  been  crufh'd,  they  wouM 
have  been  blown  off,  as  too  light  for 
their  Society.  For  my  own  part, 
when  I  had  once  obferv  d  this  funda- 
mental error  in  their  Politiques  ,  I 
was  no  longer  afraid  of  their  fuccefs : 
No  Government  was  ever  ruind  by 
the  open  fcandal  of  its  oppofers.  This 
was  juft  a  Cat  times  Con  (piracy  ,  of 
profligate,  debauched,  and  bankrupt 
I  men  :  The  wealthy  amongft  them 
;  were  the  fools  of  the  Party,  drawn 
in  by  the  reft  whole  Fortunes  were 
defperate ;  and  the  Wits  of  the  Cabal 
fought  only  their  private  advantages. 
They  had  either  loft  their  Prefer- 
ments, and  confequently  were  piqu'd, 
or  were  in  hope  to  raife  themfelves 
by  the  general  difturbance.  Upon 
which  account,  they  never  coud  be 
true  to  one  another :  There  was  nei- 
ther Honour  nor  Confcience  in  the 
Foundation  of  their  League,  but  eve- 
R  r  r  J  ry 
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ry  man  having  an  eye  to  his  own  par- 
ticular advancement ,  was  no  longer 
a  Friend,  than  while  his  Intereft  was 
carrying  on  :  So  that  Treachery  was 
at  the  bottom  of  their  defign ,  firft 
againft  the  Monarchy ,  and  if  that 
failM,  againft  each  other  ;  in  which, 
be  it  fpoken  to  the  honour  of  our  Na- 
tion, the  Englifb  are  not  behind  any 
other  Country.     In  few  words,  juft 
as  much  fidelity  might  be  expected 
from  them  in  a  common  caufe  ,  as 
there  is  .amongft  a  Troop  of  honeft 
murdering   and    ravifhing   Bandits  \ 
while  the  Booty  is  in  profpeflt,  they 
combine  heartily  and  faithfully,  but 
when    a    Proclamation   of    Pardon 
comes  out,  and  a  good  reward  into 
the  bargain/  for  any  one  who  brings 
In    anothers    Head  ;    the   Scene    is 
chang'd,  and  they  are  in  more  dan- 
ger of  being  betray'd  every  man  by 
his  Companion,  than  they  were  for- 
merly by  the  joynt  forces  of  their  E- 
nemies.     'Tis  true,  they  are  ftill  to 
be  accounted  dangerous  ,    becaufe  \ 
though  they  are  difpers'd  at  prefent, 
apd  without  an  Head,  yet  time  and 
lenity  may  furnifti  them  again  with  a 

Com- 
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Ccmmancler :  And  all  men  are  fatis- 
fied  that  the  debauchM  Party  of 
Ithem,  have  no  principle  of  Godlinefs 
ito  reftrain  them  from  Violence  and 
Murders;  nor  the  pretended  Saints 
any  principle  of  Charity,  for  'tis  an 
a£Hon  of  Piety  in  them  to  deftroy 
their  Enemies  ,  having  firft  pro- 
nounced them  Enemies  of  God.  What 
my  Author  fays  in  general  of  the  Ha- 
guenots,  may  juftly  be  applyed  to  all 
our  Sectaries :  They  are  a  malicious 
and  bloody  Generation,  they  befpat- 
ter  honeft  Men  with  their  Pens  when 
they  are  not  in  power  ;  and  when 
they  are  uppermoft,  they  hang  them 
up  like  Dogs.  To  fuch,  kind  of  peo- 
ple-all means  oLreclaiming,  but  only 
feverity,  are  ufelefs,  while  they  con- 
tinue obftinate  in  their  -defigns  againft 
Church  and  Government  :  For  tho5 
now  their  claws  are  pard,  they  may 
grow  again  to  be  more  fharp  ;  they 
are  ftill  Lyons  in  their  Nature,  and 
may  profit  (b  much  by  their  own  er- 
rors in  their  late  managements,  that 
they  may  become  more  fanftifyM 
Traytors  another  time. 

In  the  former  part  of  our  Hiftory, 
Rrr  4  we 
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we  fee  what  Hewy  the  Third  gaind 
from  them  by  his  remifhefs  and  con- 
ceflions :  Though  our  lafl:  King  was 
not  only   incomparably  more  pious 
than  that  Prince,  but  alfb  was  far  from  I 
being  taxd  with  any  of  his  Vices; 
yet  in  this  they  may  be  compare!, 
without  the  leaft  manner  of  refle&L 
on,  that  extreme  Indulgence  and  too 
great  Conceflions ,  were  the  ruin  of 
them  both  :  And  by  how  much  the 
more ,  a  King  is  fubjed  by  his  Na- 
ture, to  this  frailty  of  too  much  mild- 
neft,  which  is  fb  near  refembling  the 
God  like  Attribute  of  Mercy ;  by  fo 
much  is  he  the  more  liable  to  be  tax'd 
with  Tyranny.     A  ftrange  Paradox,  j 
but  which  was  fadly  verified  in  the 
Perfbns  of  thofe  two  Princes :  For  a 
Fa£Hon  appearing  zealous    for   the 
Publick  Liberty ,  counts  him  a  Ty- 
rant who  yields  not  up  whatever  they 
demand  ,  even   his  moft  undoubted 
and  juft  Prerogatives ;  all  that  diftin- 
guifhes  a  Soveraign  from  a  Subject, 
and  the  yielding  up,  or  taking  away 
of  which,  is  the  very  Subversion  of 
the  Government. 

Every 
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Every  point  which  a  Monarch  lo- 
fes  or  relinquifhes,  but  renders  him 
the  weaker  to  maintain  the  reft ;  and 
befides,  they  fo  conftrue  it,  as  if  what 
he  gaye  up  were  the  natural  right  of 
the  people ,  which  he  or  his  Ance- 
ftors  had  ufurpM  from  them  ;  which 
maizes  it  the  more  dangerous  for  him 
to  quit  his  hold,  and  is  truly  the  rea- 
fbn  why  fo  many  mild  Princes  have 
been  branded  with  the  names  of  Ty- 
rants, by  their  incroaching  Subjects. 
I  have  not  room  to  enlarge  upon  this 
matter  as  I  wou'd,  neither  dare  I  pre- 
fume  to  prefs  the  Argument  more 
clofely  :  But  palling  by,  as  I  promised, 
all  the  remarkable  paffages  in  the  late 
Kings  Reign ,    which  refemble   the 
Tranfa&ions  of  the  League ;  I  will 
briefly  take  notice  of  fbme  few  parti- 
culars, wherein  our  late  Affociarors 
and  Coiifpiratcrs  have  made  a  Third 
Copy  of  the  League.     For  the  Origi- 
nal of  their  firft  Politiques  was  cer- 
tainly no  other  than  the  French .-  This 
was  firft  copied  by  the  Rebels  in  Forty 
One,  and  fincc  recopyed  within  thefe 
late  years  by  fbme  of  thole  who  are 
lately  dead,  and  by  too  many  others 

yet 
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yet  alive,  and  ftill  drawing  after  the 
fame  defign.  In  which,  for  want  of 
time  ,  many  a  fair  blot  fhall  be  left 
unhit,  neither  do  I  promile  to  obferve 
any  method  of  times,  or  to  take 
things  in  order  as  they  happened. 

As  for  the  Perfbns  who  manag'd 
the  two  Affociations,  theirs  and  ours, 
'tis  moft  certain  that  in  them  is  found 
the  leaft  resemblance :  And 'tis  well 
for  us  they  were  not  like  :  For  they 
had  men  of  Subtilty  and  Valour  to 
defign,  and  then  to  carry  on  their 
Confpiracy  ;  ours  were  but  bunglers 
in  companion  of  them,  who  having 
a  Fa&ion  not  made  by  them ,  but 
ready  form3d  and  fafhion'd  to  their 
hands,  (thanks  to  their  Fathers)  yet 
faiPd  in  every  one  of  their  Projecti- 
ons, and  managM  their  bufinefs  with 
much  lefs  dexterity,  though  far  more 
wickednefs  than  the  Trench.  They 
had  indeed  at  their  Head  an  old  Con- 
fpirator ,  witty  and  turbulent  ,  like 
the  Cardinal  of  Lorraiv,  and  for  cou- 
rage in  Execution  much  fuch  another  * 
But  the  good  fence  and  condu£t  was 
clearly  wanting  on  the  English  fide; 
fb  that  if  we  will  allow  him  the  con- 
trivance 
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trivance  of  the  Plot,  or  at  leaft  of  the 
Conlpiracy,  which  is  an  honour  that 
no  man  will  be  willing  to  take  from 
him;  in  all  other  circumftances  he 
more  reiembled  the  old  decrepit  Car- 
dinal of  Bourbon  ,   who  fed  himfelf 
with   imaginary   hopes   of    power, 
dreamM  of  outliving  a  King  and  his 
Succeffor,  much  more  young  and  vi- 
gorous than  himfelf,  and  of  govern- 
ing the  World  after  their  deceafe : 
To  dye  in  Prifbn,  or  in  Banifhment, 
I  think  will  make  no  mighty  diffe- 
rence ,  but  this  is  a  main  one ;  that 
the  one  was  the  Dupe  of  all  his  Par- 
ty, the  other  led  after  him,  and  made 
fools  of  all  his  Fa&ion.     As  for  a 
Duke  of  Guife,  or  even  To  much  as  a 
Duke  of  Mayenne,  I  can  find  none  in 
their  whole-  Cabal.     I  cannot  believe  . 
that  any  man  now  living  couM  have 
the  vanity  to  pretend  to  it :  Tis  not 
every  Age  that  can  produce  a  Duke 
of  Gtsife  ;  a  man  wrho  without  the 
leaft  fhadow  of  a  Title  ( unlefi  we 
will   believe  the  Memoires  of  the 
crack-braind  Advocate  David,  who 
gave  him    one    from  Charkmaign  ) 
durft  make  himlelf  Head  of  a  Party, 

and 
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and  was  not  only  fo  in  his  own  con- 
ceit, but  really  ;  prefum'd  to  beard  a 
King,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  be- 
ing declar'd  his  Lieutenant  General, 
and  his  Succeflbr.  None  of  thefe  in- 
ftances  will  hold  in  the  Comparifbn, 
and  therefore  I  leave  it  to  be  boafted, 
it  may  be ,  by  one  Party,  but  I  am 
fure  to  be  laugfrd  at  by  another. 
Many  hot-headed  Chevaliers  $  Au- 
male,  and  ambitious  Bravo  s  like  Ca- 
ptain St.  Paul,  may  be  found  amongft 
them ,  Intriguing  Ladies  ,  and  Gal- 
lants of  the  Times ,  fuch  as  are  de- 
fcrib'd  in  the  Army  of  the  League,  at 
the  Battel  of  Tvry ;  and  befides  them, 
many  underling  Knaves,  Pimps,  and 
Fools ;  but  thefe  are  not  worthy  to 
be  drawn  into  refemblance. 

Therefore  to  pafs  by  their  Perfbns, 
and  confider  their  Defign  :  'tis  evi- 
dent that  on  both  fides  they  began 
with  a  League ,  and  ended  with  a 
Confpiracy.  In  this  they  have  copi- 
ed ,  even  to  the  word  Affectation, 
which  you  may  obferve  was  us'd  by 
Humieres ,  in  the  firft  wary  League, 
which  was  form'd  in  Picardy ;  and  wre 
fee  to  what  it  tended  in  the  Event ; 

For 
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For  when  Henry  the  Third,  by  the  a£ 
fiftance  of  the  King  of  Navarre,  had 
in  a  manner  vanquifh'd  his  Rebels,  and 
was  juft  upon  the  point  of  maftring 
Paris,  a  "Jacobin,  fet  on  by  the  Preach- 
ers of  the  League,  moft  barbaroufly 
murther 'd  him ;  and  by  the  way  take 
notice,  that  he  pretended  Enthufiafm, 
or  Infpiration of  Gods  holy  Spirit,  for 
the  commiffion  of  his  Parricide.     I 
leave  my  Superiours  to  conclude  from 
thence,  the  danger  of  tolerating  Non- 
conformifts,    who  (be  it  faid  with 
Reverence  )    under  pretence    of  a 
Whifper  from  the  holy  Ghoft,  think 
themfelves  obliged  to  perpetrate  the 
moft  enormous  Crimes  againft  the 
Perfbn  of  their  Soveraign,  when  they 
have  firft  voted  him  a  Tyrant,  and  an 
Enemy  to  Gods  People.    This  indeed 
was  not  fb  impudent  a  Method  as  what 
was  us'd  in  the  formal  procefs  of  a 
pretended  high-Court  of  Juftice,  in 
the  Murther  of  King  Charles  the  Firft ; 
and  therefore  1  do  not  compare  thofe 
A&ions  :  but  'tis  much  refembling, 
the  intended  Murther  of  our  gracious 
King,  at  the  Rye,  and  other  Places  : 
and  that  the  Head  of  a  Colledge  might 

not 
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not  be  wanting  to  urge  the  perfof 
mance  of  this  horrible  Attempt,  in- 
ftead  of  Father  Edw.  Bourgoing^  let 
Father  Fergufon  appear,  who  was  not 
wanting  in  his  fpiritual  Exhortations 
to  our  Confpirators  ,  and  to  make 
them  believe,  that  to  affaffinate  the 
King,  was  only  to  take  away  another 
Holophernes.  lis  true  y  the  Jacobin 
was  but  one,  and  there  were  many 
joynd  in  our  Confpiracy ,  and  more 
_  perhaps  than  Rumfty  or  Weft  have 
ever narnd ;  but  this,  though  it  takes 
from  the  juftnefs  of  the  Companion, 
adds  incomparably  more  to  the  Guilt 
of  it,  and  makes  it  fouler  on  our  fide 
of  the  Water. 

My  Author  makes  mention  of  ano- 
ther Confpiracy  againft  Henry  the 
Fourth,  for  the  feizing  of  his  Perfbn 
at  M&ntey  by  the  young  Cardinal  of 
Bourbon^  who  was  Head  of  the  third 
Party,  call'd  at  that  time  the  Politicks y 
that  is  to  fay  in  modern  Englifh, 
Trimmers ;  This  too  was  a  Limb  of 
our  Confpiracy  ;  and  the  more  mode- 
rate Party  of  our  Traitors  were  en- 
gaged in  it,    But  had  it  taken  effeft, 

the 
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the  leaft  it  coud  have  produced,  was 
to  have  overthrown  the  Succeflion  ; 
and  no  reafonable man  wou'd  believe, 
but  they  who  cou  d  forget  their  Duty 
fb  much  as  to  have  feizd  the  King, 
might  afterwards  have  been  indued 
to  have  him  made  away,  efpecially 
when  fo  fair  a  provifion  was  made,  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  Pa- 
pfls  were  to  fuffer  for  it. 

But  they  have  not  only  rummag'd 
the  jFre/^Hiftoriesof  the  League,  for 
Confpiracies  and  Parricides  of  Kings  ; 
I  fhall  make  it  apparent  that  they 
have  ftudied  thofe  execrable  Times, 
for  Precedents  of  undermining  the 
lawful  Authority  of  their  Soveraigns. 
Our  Englifh  are  not  generally  com- 
mended for  Invention  ;  but  thefe  were 
Merchants  of  fmall  Wares;  very  Ped- 
lers  in  Policy  :  they  muft  like  our 
Taylors  have  all  their  Fafhions  from 
the   French  ;   and  (ludy  the  French 
League  for  every  Alteration ,  as  our 
Snippers  go   over  once  a   year  into 
France-,   to  bring  back   the  neweft 
Mode,  and  to  learn  to  cut  and  fhape 
it. 


For 
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For  example :  The  firft  Eftates  con- 
ven  d  at  Blois  by  Henry  the  Third, (the 
League  being  then  on  foot,  and  moft 
of  the  three  Orders  dipt  in  it,Jdeman- 
ded  of  that  King,  that  the  Articles 
which  fhou  d  beapprov'd  by  the  three 
Orders  fhouM  pais  for  inviolable  Laws, 
without  leaving  to  the  King  the  pow- 
er of  changing  any  thing  in  them. 
That  the  fame  was  defignd  hereby 
the  Leading  men  of  their  Fa&ion,  is 
obvious  to  every  one  :  for  they  had  it 
commonly  in  their  mouths,  in  ordina- 
ry Dilcourfe  :  and  it  was  offerM  in 
Print  by  Plato  Redivivm^  as  a  good 
Expedient  for  the  Nation,  in  cafe  his 
Majefty  wou'd  have  contented  to  it. 

Both  in  the  firft  and  laft  Eftates  at 
Blois ,  the  Bill  of  Exelufion  ,  againft 
the  King  of  Navarre  was  prefs'd ;  and 
in  the  laft  carried  by  all  the  three  Or- 
ders,  though  the  King  wou  d  never' 
pais  it :  The  end  of  that  Bill  was  vtry 
evident ;  it  was  to  have  introduced 
the  Duke  of  Guife  into  the  Throne, 
after  the  Kings  deoeafe  :  to  which  he 
had  no  manner  of  Title,  or  at  leaft  a; 
very  crack'd  one,  of  which  his  own 
iWty  Were  afham'd.     Our  Bill  of  Ex- 

clow 
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I  clufion  was  copied  from  hence  ;  but 
Ithrown  out   by   the  Houfe  of  Peers, 

!  before  it  came  to  the  Kings  turn  to 
jhave  wholly  quiflVd  it. 
After  the  Duke  of  Guift  had  forcd 
I  the  King  to  fly  from  Paris  by  the  Bar- 
\\r/ciJ -y,  the  Queen-Mother  being  then  * 
in  the  Traitors  Interefts,  when  he  had 
[outwitted  her  fo  far,  as  to  perfwade 
her,  to  joyn  in  the  Banifhment  of  the 
Duke  of  Efperqon  his  Enemy  ;  and  to 
make  her  believe,  that  if  the  King  of 
Ntvarre,  whom  (lie  hared,  were  ex- 
cluded, he  wou'd  a  Tift  her,  in  bring- 
ing her  beloved  Grandchild  of  L,orrai#7 
to  the  pofleflion  of  the  Crown  ;  it 
was  propos'd  by  him,  for  the  Partfims^ 
that  the  Lieutenancy  of  the  City 
might  be  wholly  put  into  their  hands ; 
that  the  new  Provoft  of  Merchants, 
and  prefent  Sheriffs  of  the  Faction, 
might  be  confinrid  by  the  King  ;  and 
for  the  future,  they  fhouM  not  only 
ele£fc  their  Sheriffs,  bun  the  Colonels 
and  Captains  of  the  feveral  Wards. 

Flow  nearly  this  was  copied  in  the 
tumultuous  meetings  of  the  City  for 
their  Sheriffs,  both  we  and  they  have 
caufe  to  remember ;  and  Mr.  Hunt's 

Sff  Book, 
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Book,  concerning  their  Rights  in  the 
City  Charter  ,  mingled  with  infa- 
mous afperfions  of  the  Government, 
confirms  the  Notions  to  have  been  the 
fame.  And  I  could  produce  fbme 
very  probable  inftances  out  of  ano- 
ther Libel,  (confidering  the  time  at 
which  it  was  written,  which  was  juft 
before  the  detection  of  the  Confpi- 
racy)  that  the  Author  of  it,  as  well 
as  the  Supervifbr,  was  engaged  in  it, 
or  at  leaft  privy  to  it ;  but  let  Villany 
and'Ingratitude  be  fafe  and  flourifh. 

By  the  way  ,  an  Obfervation  of 
Philip  de  Comines  comes  into  my 
mind  :  That  when  the  Dukes  of  Bur- 
gundy y  who  were  Lords  of  Ghent  y  had 
the  choice  of  the  Sheriffs  of  that  City, 
in  that  year  all  wras  quiet  and  well 
govern  cl ;  but  when  they  were  elect- 
ed by  the  people,  nothing  but  tu- 
mults and  feditions  follow'd. 

I  might  carry  this  refemblance  a 
little  farther  :  For  in  the  heat  of  the 
Plot,  when  the  Spanifb  Pilgrims  were 
coming  over  ,  nay  more  ,  were  re- 
ported to  be  landed  5  when  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  Commons  were 
either  mortally  afraid,  or  pretended 

to 
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(to  be  fb  of  this  airy  Invafion  ;  a  Re- 
I  quell  was  actually  made  to  the  King, 
I that  he  wou'd  put  the  M?//fya.  into 
\  their  hands  :  j  which  how  prudently 
ihe  refused,  the  example  of  his  Father 
jhas  informed  the  Nation,  } 

To  fhow  how  the  Heads  of  their 

(Party  had  conn'd  over  their  Lejffon  of 

the  Barricades  of  Paris  ^  in  themidft 

of  Oates  his  Popifh  Plot,  when  they 

had  fermented  the  City  with  the  lea- 

iven'of  their  Sedition,  and  they  were 

all  prepared  for  a  rifing  againft  the 

1  Government;  let  it  be  remembred, 

[that  as  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  the 

! Council  of  Sixteen  ,   forgd  a  Lift  of 

Names,  which  they  pretended  to  be 

of  fuch  as  the  King  had  let  down  for 

I  deftru£Hon ;  fb  a  certain  Earl  of  bkf- 

fed  Memory,  caus'd  a  falfe  report  tO 

j  be  fpread  of  his  own  danger  ,  and 

1  fome  of  his  Accomplices,  who  were 

j  to  be  murderM  by  the  Papifts  and  the 

;  Royal  Party  ;  which  was  a  defign  to 

[endear  themfelves  to  the  multitude, 

I  as  the  Martyrs  of  their  caufe ;  and  at 

!  the  fame  time,  to  caft  an  odious  re- 

I  flection  on  the  King  and  Minifters,  as 

if  they  fought  their  blood  with  un- 

S  f  f  2  chriftian 
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chriftian  cruelty,  without  the  ordi- 
nary forms  of  Juftice.  To  which  may 
be  added,  as  an  Appendix,  their  pre- 
tended fear ,  when  they  went  to  the 
Parlfament  at  Oxford  ;  before  which 
fbme  of  them  made  their  Wills,  and 
fhew'd  them  publickly  ;  others  fent 
to  fearch  about  the  places  where  the 
two  Houfes  were  to  fit,  as  if  another 
Gunpowder  Plot  was  contriving  a- 
gainft  them,  and  almoft  every  man  of 
them,  according  to  his  quality,  went 
attended  with  his  Guard  of  Janizaries, 
like  Titus :  So  that  what  with  their 
followers,  and  the  leditious  Townf- 
men  of  that  City,  they  made  the  for- 
midable appearance  of  an  Army  ;  at 
leaft  fiifficient  to  have  (wallowed  up 
the  Guards,  and  to  have  feiz'd  the 
Perfbn  of  the  King,  in  cafe  he  had  not 
prevented  it  by  a  fpeedy  removal,  as 
fbon  as  he  had  DifTolvM  that  Parlia- 
ment. 

I  begin  already  to  be  tir'd  with 
drawing  after  their  deformities ,  as  a 
Painter  wou'd  be,  who  had  nothing 
before  him  in  his  Table  but  Lazars, 
Cripples,  and  hideous  Faces ,  which 
he  was  oblig'd  to  reprefent :  Yet  I 

mud 
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muft  not  omit  fbme  few  of  their  moft 
notorious  Copyings.  Take  for  ex- 
ample their  Council  of  Six  ,  which 
was  an  imitation  of  the  League ,  who 
fet  up  their  famous  Council  ,  com- 
monly calld  Of  the  Sixteen  :  And  take 
notice,  that  on  both  fides  they  pick7d 
out  the  moft  heady  and  violent  men 
of  the  whole  Party;  nay  they  confi- 
der'd  not  fb  much  as  their  natural 
(parts  ,  but  heavy  Blockheads  were 
(thrown  in  for  lumber,  to  make  up 
the  weight :  Their  Zeal  for  the  Par- 
ty, and  their  Ambition,  attonM  for 
their  w7ant  of  Judgment,  efpecially 
if  they  were  thought  to  have  any  in- 
tereft  in  the  people.  Loud  roarers 
of  Ay  and  No  in  the  Parliament  y  with- 
out^ common  fence  in  ordinary  di£ 
courfes ,  if  they  were  favourites  of 
the  Multitude  ,  were  made  Privy 
Counfellors  of  their  Cabal  ;  and 
Fools,  who  only  wanted  a  parti-co- 
lourd  Coat,  a  Cap,  and  a  Bawble, 
to  pafs  for  fuch  amongft  reafbnable 
men,  were  to  redrefs  the  imaginary 
Grievances  of  a  Nation,,  by  mur- 
dering, or  at  leaft  feizing  of  the  King.  . 
Men  of  fcandalous  Lives,  Cheats  and 
S  f  f  i  Murderers, 
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Murderers,  were  to  Reform  the  Na- 
tion ,  and  propagate  the  Proteftant 
Religion :  And  the  rich  Ideots  to  ha- 
zard their  Eftates  and  Expe&ations, 
to  forfake  their  Eafe,  Honour,  and 
Preferments,  for  an  empty  name  of 
Heading  a  Party  :  The  wittieft  man 
ambngft  them  to  encumber  and  vex 
his  decrepit  Age,  for  a  filly  picque  of 
revenge,  and  to  maintain  his  Chara- 
cter to  the  laft,  of  never  being  fatis- 
fied  with  any  Government,  in  which 
he  was  not  more  a  King  than  the  pre- 
fect Matter.  To  give  the  laft  ftroke 
to  this  refemblance,  Fortune  did  her 
part ;  and  the  fame  fate  of  divifion  a- 
mongft  themfelves,  ruin  d  both  thofe 
Councils  which  were  contriving  their 
King's  deftru£tion.  The  Duke  of 
Mayenne  and  his  Adherents  ,  who 
were  much  the  moft  honeft  of  the 
Leaguers ,  were  not  only  for  a  King, 
but  for  a  King  of  the  Royal  Line,  in 
cafe  that  Duke  cou'd  not  caufe  the 
Election  to  fall  on  himfelf,  which 
was  impoffible,  becaufe  he  was  alrea- 
dy married  :  The  reft  were  fbme  for 
this  man,  fbme  for  another,  and  all 
in  a  lump  for  the  Daughter  of  Spam ; 

this 
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this  difunited  them,  and  in  the  end 
ruin'd  their  confpiracy.  In  our  Conn* 
cil  of  Six ,  ibme  were  for  murdering, 
and  fbme  for  fecuring  of  the  King ; 
Ibme  for  a  rifing  in  the  Weft ,  and 
Ibme  for  an  Infiirrefrion  of  the  brisk 
Boys  of  Wapping  •  In  fhort  ,  fbme 
were  for  a  mungrel  kind  of  Kingfhip, 
to  the  exclufion  of  the  Royal  Line, 
but  the  greater  part  for  a  bare-fac'd 
Common- wealth.  This  rais'd  a  divi- 
fion  in  their  Counfel ,  that  divifion 
was  fomented  into  a  mutual  hatred 
of  each  other  ;  and  the  conclusion 
was,  that  inftead  of  one  Confpiracy, 
the  Machines  playM  double  ,  and 
produced  two,  which  were  carryM  on 
at  the  fame  tima:  A  kind  of  Spread 
Eagle  Plot  was  hatch'd  ,  with  two 
Heads  growing  out  of  the  fame  Body  j 
fuch  twin  Trealbns  are  apt  to  ftruggle 
like  Efm  and  Jacob,  in  the  Womb , 
and  both  endeavouring  to  be  firft  born, 
the  Younger  pulls  back  the  Elder  by 
the  Heel. 

I  promis'd  to  obferve  no  order,  and 

am  performing  my  word  before  I  was 

aware  :  After  the  Barricades,  and  at 

many  other  times,  the  Duke  of  Gvife, 

S  f  f  4  and 
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and  Council  of  Sixteen ,  amongft  th^ 
reft  of  the  Articles,  demanded  of  the 
King  to  cafhier  his  Guards  of  the 
forty  five  Gentlemen,  as  unknown  in 
the  times  of  his  Predeceffors,  and  un- 
lawful; as  alfb  to  remove  his  furefl: 
Friends  from  about  his  Perfbn ,  and 
from  their  )  laces  both  Military  and 
Civil.  I  leave  any  man  to  judge,  whe- 
ther our  Confpirators  did  not  play 
the  Second  Part  to  the  lame  Tune: 
Whether  his  Ma jefties  Guards  were 
not  alledg'd  to  be  unlawful,  and  a 
grievance  to  the  Subjects;  and whe- 
ther frequent  Votes  did  not  Oafs  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  leveral 
times,  for  removing  and  turning  out 
of  Office,  thofe  who  on  all  occafions 
behave!  themfelves  moft  Loyally  to 
the  King,  without  fc  much  as  giving 
any  other  reafbn  of  their  mifclemean- 
ors,  than  publick  fame  :  That  is  to 
fay,  reports  forg'd  and  fpread  by  their 
own  Faftion ,  or  without  allowing 
them  the  common  juftice  of  vindica- 
ting themfelves  from  thofe  calumnies 
and  afperfions. 

I  omit  the  many  illegal  Imprifbn- 
ments  of  free-born  men,  by  their  own 

Repre- 
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Reprefentatives,  who  from  a  Jury  e- 
re&ed  themfelvcs  into  Judges  ;  be- 
caufe  I  find  nothing  refembling  it  in 
the  word:  and  moft  feditious  Times  of 
trance.     But     let    the    Hiftory     be 
fearclVd,  and  I  believe  B/tJfy  Le  Clerc 
never  committed  more   outrages  in 
pillaging  of  Houfes,  than  Waller,  in 
pretending  to  fearch  for  Popifh  Re- 
liques :  Neither  do  I  remember  that 
the  French  Leaguers   ever  took   the 
evidence  of  a  Jew,  as  ours  did  of  Fa- 
ria  :  But  this  I  wonder  at  the  lefs, 
confideriflg  what  Christian  WitnefTes 
have  been  us'd,  if  at  leaft  the  chief 
of  them  was  ever  Chriftned.     Bujfy 
le  Clerc,  'tis  true,  turn'd  out  a  whole 
Parliament    together  ,   and  brought 
them  Prifoners  to  the  B-*ftilk  ;  and 
Bsffy  Oates  was  for  garbling  too,  when 
he  inform'd  againft  a  worthy  and  Loy- 
al Member  \  whom  he  caus'd  to  be 
expelPd  the  Houfe,  and  fent  Prifoner 
to  the  Tower  :  But  that  which  was 
then  accounted  a  difgrace  to  him , 
will  make  him  be  remembred  with 
honour  to  Pofterity. 

I  will  trouble  the  Reader  but  with 
one  Obfcrvation  more,  and  that  fhall 

be 
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be  to  fhow  how  dully  and  pedantical- 
ly they  have  copied  ,  even  the  falfe 
fteps  of  the  League,  in  Politicks,  and 
thofe  very  Maxims  which  ruin  d  the 
Heads  of  it.  The  Duke  of  Guife  was 
always  oftentatious  of  bis  power  in 
the  States,  where  he  carried  all  things 
in  oppofition  to  the  King :  But  by  re- 
lying too  much  on  the  power  he  had 
there,  and  not  ufing  Arms  when  he 
had  them  in  his  hand,  I  mean  by  not 
profecuting  his  Vi&ory  to  the  utter- 
moft,  when  he  had  the  King  inclos'd 
in  the  Louvre,  he  mifs'd  his 'opportu- 
nity, and  Fortune  never  gave  it  him 
again. 

The  late  Earl  of  Sbaftsbury,  who 
was  the  undoubted  Head  and  Soul  of 
that  Party,  went  upon  the  fame  max- 
imes,  being  (as  we  may  reafbnably 
conclude)  fearful  of  hazarding  his 
Fortunes,  and  obferving  that  the  late 
Rebellion  under  the  former  King  , 
though  fuccefsful  in  War,  yet  ended 
in  the  Reftauration  of  His  Prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  his  aim  was  to  have  excluded 
His  Royal  Highnefs  by  an  Aft  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  to  have  forcM  fuch  con- 
cemons  from  the  King,  by  preffing 

the 
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the  chymerical  dangers  of  a  Popifh 
Plot  ,  as  wou  d  not  only  have  de- 
'  ftroy'd  the  Succellion ,  but  have  fub- 
verted  the  Monarchy.  For  he  pre* 
fum'd  he  venture!  nothing  ,  if  he 
couM  have  executed  his  defign  by 
form  of  Law,  and  in  a  Parliamentary 
way.  In  the  mean  time ,  he  made 
notorious  miftakes :  Firft,  in  imagin- 
ing that  his  pretentions  wou  d  have 
pafsM  in  the  Roufe  of  Peers,  and  af- 
terwards by  the  King.  When  the 
death  of  Sir  Edmondbury  Godfrey  had 
fermented  the  people,  when  the  City 
had  taken  the  alarm  of  a  Popifh  Plot, 
and  the  Government  of  it  was  in  Fa- 
natique  hands  ;  when  a  Body  of  white 
Boys  was  already  appearing  in  the 
Weft,  and  many  other  Counties  wait- 
ed but  the  word  to  rife,  then  was  the 
time  to  have  pushM  his  bufinefs :  But 
Almighty  God,  who  had  otherwife 
difpos'd  of  the  Event,  infatuated  his 
Counfels,  and  made  him  flip  his  op- 
portunity, which  he  himfelf  obferv'd 
too  late,  and  would  have  redrefs'd  by 
an  Infurre&ion  which  was  to  have  be- 
gun at  Wapping ,  after  the  King  had 
been  murder  d  at  the  Rye. 

And 
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And  now  it  will  be  but  Juftice  be- 
fore I  conclude,  to  lay  a  word  or  two 
of  my  Author.  ,  He  was  formerly  a 
Jefuit :  He  has  amongft  others  of  his 
works,  written  the  Hiftory  of  Arian- 
ifm  y  of  Lutherani/m  ,  of  Cdvinifm^ 
the  Holy  War ,  and  the  Fall  of  the 
Wefiern  Empire.  In  all  his  Writings, 
he  has  fupported  the  Temporal  Power 
of  Soveraigns ,  and  efpecially  of  his 
Mafter  the  French King ,  againft  the 
ufurpations  and  incroachments  of  the 
Papacy :  For  which  reafbn  being  in 
difgrace  at  Rome,  he  was  in  a  manner 
forcM  to  quit  his  Order,  and  from  Fa- 
ther Maimbourg,  is  now  become  Mon- 
fieur  M&imbourg  :  The  Great  King  his 
Patron,  has  provided  plentifully  for 
him  by  a  large  Salary,  and  indeed  he 
has  deferv  cl  it  from  him.  As  for  his 
ftyle,  'tis  rather  Ciceronian,  copious, 
florid,  and  figurative ;  than  fuccin£t : 
He  is  efteemed  in  the  French  Court  e- 
qual  to  their  beft  Writers,  which  has 
procur  cl  him  the  Envy  of  fbme  who 
let  up  for  Criticks.  Being  a  profefs'd 
Enemy  of  the  Calvinifts,  he  is  parti- 
cularly hated  by  them  ;  (b  that  their 
teftitnonks  againft  him  ftand  fufped- 

ed 
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ed  of  prejudice.  This  Hiftory  of  the 
League  is  generally  allowed  to  he  one 
of  his  beft  pieces:  He  has  quoted  e- 
very  where  his  Authors  in  the  Margin 
to  fhow  his  Impartiality  ;  in  which, 
if  I  have  not  followed  him,  'tis  be- 
caufe  the  chiefeft  of  them  are  un- 
known to  us ,  as  not  being  hitherto 
tranflated  into  English.  His  particu- 
lar Commendations  of  Men  and  Fami- 
lies^ all  which  I  think  fuperfluous  in 
his  Book ;  but  that  too  is  pardonable 
in  a  man,  who  having  created  him- 
felf  many  Esemies,  has  need  of  the 
fupport  of  Friends.  This  particular 
work  wras  written  by  exprefs  order  of 
the  French  King,  and  is  now  tranfla- 
ted by  our  Kings  Command  :  I  hope 
the  effeft  of  it  in  this  Nation  will  be, 
to  make  the  well-meaning  men  of  the 
other  Party  fenfible  of  their  paft  er- 
rors, thew'orftofthemalham'd,  and 
prevent  Pofterity  from  the  like  unlaw- 
ful and  impious  defigns. 
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A. 

ABfolution  given  by  the  Archbifhop  of 
Bourges,  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  held 
good,  and  why  ?  Page  924 

Acarie,  Mafter  of  Account /,  a  grand  Leaguer, 

$6 
Francis,  T>u\e  of  Alanfon,  puts  himfelf  at  the 
Head  of  the  Prote(lant  Army  again(i  the  King 
his  Brother,  10.     Is  Crown0  dVukg  0/ Bra- 
bant, 75?.     His  Death,  85 
George  de  Clermont  d'  Amboifes,  147.  jqyns 
the  Prince  of  Conde  in  Anjou  with  1500 
Men  that  he  had  levied,  150.     Is  Grand  Ma- 
fier  of  the  Ordnance  for  the  King  of  Navarre 
at  the  Battel  of  Courtras,                       2  op 
Argues,  its  fcituation,  and  the  great  Battel  that 
was  fought  there,                             742,  &c* 
John  d5  Aumont  Marfhal  of  France,  114.  His 
Elogy,  i£5.    'The  good  Counfel  he  gave  the 
King,  but  unprofitably,  114.     He  Commands 
the  Army  Royal  under  the  King^  againji  the 

Reyters, 
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Reyters,  260.  A  grand  Confident  of  Henry 
the  Third' sy  383.  Commands  a  Party  of 
Henry  the  Fourth's  Army  in  Campagne, 
and  at  the  attacquing  of  the  Suburbs  of  Paris, 
752.    At  the  Battel  at  Ivry,  774 

The  Duty  d3  Aumale  at  the  Battel  of  Vimory, 
270.  Is  made  Governor  of  Paris  by  the  Leagu- 
ers, 428.  Befteges  Senlis5  483.  Lofes  the 
Battel  there ,  486 

Auneau,  a  little  City  of  La  Beauce,  its  Situa- 
tion, 2J$.  How  the  Reyters  were  there  de- 
feated by  the  Vukg  of  Guife5  2  8o,&c. 

Dbn  John  of  Auftria  treats  fecretly  with  the 
Vuh$  of  Guife  at  Joinville,  20 

Aubry,  Curate  of  St.  Andrews,  a  grand  Leagu- 
er >  hit  extravagance  in  bti  Sermon,    •     825 


B. 


THe  Sieur  Balagny  fends  Troop  to  the  Vuke 
of  Guife,  235-  Befteges  Senlis  with  the 
the  Vuke  d°  Aumale,  484.  His  defeat  at 
that  Battel,  486,  &c. 

The  Journal  of  the  Barricades,  3  5  7>  &c. 

Colonel  Chriltopher  de  BafTom-Pierre,      103, 

250777 
Baftori  a  furious  Leaguer,  that  Signs  the  Cove* 
nant  with  bis  Blood.  445? 

The  Battel  of  Courtras5  200,  &c. 

The  Battel  at  Senlis,  48  5 

The  Battel  or  Combats  at  Arques,  742 

The  Battel  at  Ivry,  770 

Claude  de  Baufremont  ,  B$ron  of  Senecey  , 

enters 
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enters  into  the  League.   1 06.     is  Trejident 
of  the  Nobles  at  the  Efiates  at  Paris.    Pag. 

I        *  .  1         875 

John  deBeaumanoir,  Marquis  dc  Laver- 

din,  Marshal  dc  Camp,  to  the  Duke  de 
Joycufe,  196.  is  beaten  by  the  King  of 
Navarre,  197.  Draws  up  the  Duke's  Ar- 
my into  Battalia,  at  the  Battel  of  Cour- 
tras  ,  209.  breaks  the  Light  Horfe,  215. 
his  honourable  Retreat,  and  his  Elogy ;  his 
Services  recompe?isd  with  a  Marshal  of 
France'*  Staff.  226 

Renaud  de  Beaune,  Archbijhop  of  Bourges^ 
chief  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Roy  alii  ft  s  at 
the  Conference  at  Surelhe,  879.  The  fum 
of  his  Harangue,  and  of  his  Troofs,  880, 
&C.  gives  the  King  Absolution.  928 

Bellarmine,  a  Jefuit,  and  a  Divine  of  Legat 
Cajetan's,  preaches  at  Paris  during  the 
Siege.  806 

Prefdent  de  Bellievre  fent  to  the  Duke  of 
Guile,  555.  is  not  of  advice,  that  the 
King  Jhould  caufe  the  Duke  to  be  kilPd  in  the, 
Louvre,  341.  hisConteft  with  the  Duke 
of  Guife,  about  the  Orders  he  brought  him 
on  behalf  of  the  King,  343.  his  banifli- 
ment  from  Court.  384 

R<ene  Benoift  Curate  of  St.  Euftach,  aft; 
and  writes  for  the  King,  8  3  6, 92  3 

The  Marefchafdo  Biron  commands  an  Army 
in  Poi(ftou,  1 44.  he  artfully  breaks  the  de- 
figns  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  ib.  his 
Vahr  at  the  Combat  of  Arques,  748,  &c. 
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at  the  attaching  the  Suburbs  0jf  Paris,7$i 
at  the  Battel  of  Ivry,  775-  at  the  Siege  q 
Roan,  845.  he  is  kilVd before Efpernay 
86a.    counsels  the  King  to  put  Fryer  Ange 
and  his  Penitents    in  Prifon.     Pag.  569, 

367 

The  Baron  of  Biron  at   the  Battel  of  Ivry, 
775.  at  the  Battel  of  Fontan  Francoife, 

944  947 
The  Sieur  de  Bois-Dauphin  enters  into  the 

League.  1 05 

John  Boucher  Curate  of  St.  Benets,  agra 
Leaguer ',  and  his  Character,  95.  his  Cha\ 
her  is  calTd  the  Cradle  of  the  League,  9 
caufer  the  Alarm-Bell  to  be  rung  in  hisP, 
rijb  Church,  at  the  Sergeants  and  Archer's 
that  would  feiz>e  the  Seditious ,30 ^.preaches 
againft  the  King,  431,422.    retires  into 
Flanders  with  the  Spaniards,  after  the  re- 
ducing of  Paris.  945 
The  Duke  of  Bouillon  la  Mark,  General  of 
the  German  Army.                    2^1 , 2  ;  3 
Charles  Cardinal  de  Bourbon,  put,  %  the 
-    Duke  of  Guile,  as  a  Ghofi  at  the  Head,  of 
the  League,  92.  his  weaknefs,  and  ridicu- 
lous pretenfion^  93,  102,  1 1 4.    his  Mani- 
fefto,  or  that   of  the  League  under  hk 
name,  1 14.  the  King  declares  him  to  be 
the  neareft  of  Blood ,  and  <ri<ves   him  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Prefumptive  Heir   of 
the    Crown,     382.       He    prefides    over 
the    Clergy     at   the    Efiates    of    Blois, 
388.  is  feizSd  Pri finer,  403.    is  declard 

King 
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King  by  the  Council  of  the  Union,  7^9. 
and  proclaim \l  by  the  Name  of  Charles  X. 
764,  765.  his  death  in  Prifon.    Pag.  821 

Charles  de  Bourbon,  Count  de  Soillbns, 
joins  with  the  King  of  Navarre  at  Mon- 
Ibreau,  198.  his  Valour  at  the  Battel  of 
Coutras,  221,  222.  at  the  at t accruing  the 
Suburbs  of  Paris.  755 

Henry  de  Bourbon,Pnwe  de  CondQ,brings 
an  Army  of  Germans  into  France,  1  o.  is 
excommunicated  by  Pope  Sixtus  Quintus, 
152.  drives  the  Duke  of  Mercceur  from 
Poitou,  146.  the  Hi  ft  or y  of  his  unhappy 
Expedition  upon  Angers,  145,  146.  ejpou- 
fes  Charlotte  Catharine  delaTrimoille, 
147.  cjuits  the  Siege  of  Brouage,  where 
he  leaves  his  Infantry r,  and  marches  with 
his  Cavalry,  to  relieve  Angers,  where  his 
Army  is  [carter*  d,  and  how  i  1 50.  his  firm- 
nefs  at  the  Conference  of  St.  Brix,  162, 
163.  his  Valour  at  the  Battel  of  Coutras, 
207,  &c.  his  Death  and  Elogy,  329,550, 

&c. 

Henry  XL  de  Bourbon,  Prince  de  Conde, 
a  grand  Enemy  to  the  Here  fie  of  the  Calvi- 
nifts,  notwithftanding  that  he  was  born  of 
a  Calviniftical  Father  and  Mother,  148. 
his  Elogy.  ib.  &c. 

Lovis  de  Bourbon,  Duke  of  Monpenfier, 
manages  the  Conference  at  St.  Brix,  1 62. 
joins  with  the  Troop  of  the  Kings  Army 
at  Gien,  260.  his  Valour  at  the  Combat  of 
Arques,  748.  at  the  Battel  of  Ivry,774. 

T  t  t  2  An- 
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GuiieV  Army  againfi  the  Reyters,  246, 
250,  266.  marches  the  firft  to  Montar- 
gis,  to  furpriz>e  the  Reyters  at  Vimoiy, 
266,  267,  268.  his  advance  to  Dourdan, 
to  furround  them  in  Auneau,  279.  what 
'part  he  had  in  the  defeat  of  the  Reyters  at 
Auneau,  268.  he  preferves  Beriy  andOr- 
leans  for  the  League,  495.  is  made  Ma- 
refchal  of  the  League,  872.  he  makes  his 
Peace,  and  re-enters  into  Obedience,  Pag. 

Pag.  936 

The  Count  de  Chaftillon  ,  Son  of  the  Ad- 
miral ,  brings  ajfiftance  to  the  Army  of 
the  Reyters,  235,258.  his  brave  retreat 
in  the  middle  of  an  infinite  number  of  Ene- 
mies, 298.  repulfes  the  Troops  of  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne,  before  Tours,  482.  defeats 
the  Troop  of  Sieur '  de  Saveufe,  491.  bis 
Valour  at  the  Combat  of  Arques,  742, 
748.  he  miffes  taking  Paris  by  form,  812. 
bes  the  principal  cdufe  of  the r  happy  fuccefs 
at  the  Siege  at  Chartres,  817,818.  his 
Death  and  Elegy.  ib.  &  819 

Qenient  VIII.  Pope,  would  not  receive  the 
Catholick  Deputies  of  the  Royal^Party$6l. 
nor  the  Duke  of  Nevers  that  went  to  ren- 
der him  Obedience,  933.  after  ^having  a 
long  time  refusd  to  give  the  King  Abjolu- 
iion,  he  gives  it  at  la fi.  934 

The  Combat  and  Retreat  at  Pont  St.  Vin- 
cent. 14.6,  &c. 

The  Combat  at  Vimoroy.  267,  &c. 

The  Combat  at  Auneau,  where  the  Rey- 
ters 
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ters  were  defeated. .  Pag.  277,  &c. 

Combat  * /■  Fontain  Prancoile.  947 

T^e  Conference  of  the  Duke  of  Elpernon, 
ivith  the  King  of  Navarre,  about  his  Con- 
verfien.  87,  &c. 

Conference  at  d'Elpernay  and  de  Meaux, 

in 

The  Conference  of  Sieur  Lennoncour,  and 
Trefident  Brulart,  with  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, for  his  Converfion.       1 40, 1 4 1 ,  &c. 

The  Conference  at  St.  Brix  between  the 
Queen-mother,  and  the  King  of  Navarre, 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  the  Vicount  de 
Turenne.  1 6 1 , 1 6  2,  &c. 

The  Conference  at  Nancy  between  the  Prin- 
ces of  the  Houfe  of  Lorrain.        184,  &c. 

The  Conference  of  Henry  III.  with  Cardi- 
nal Morofini,  Legate,  touching  the  Mur- 
ther  of  the  Guiles.  41 3,  414,  &c. 

The  Conference  of  Cardinaiyiowhrn  with 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne.  474,  &c. 

The  Conference  of  the  two  Kings  at  Tours, 

•     s  478 

The  Conference  of  the  Lorrain  Princes  at 

Rhemes.  819 

The  Conference  of  du  Pleffis  Mornay,W 

of  Sieur  de  Ville-Roy  for  the  Peace.  858, 

859,  &c. 

The  Conference  at  Surefne.  879,880,80;. 

Charles  de  Coffe,  Count  de  BriiTac,  105. 

outed  the   Government    of    the  Gaftle  of 

Angers,  155,    189.    he    joins  with  the 

Troops    of  the  Duke  of  Guile,  259.  he's 

T  t  t  4  refu/d 
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GuiieV  Army  againfi  the  Reyters,  246, 
250,  266.  marches  the  fir(t  to  Montar- 
gis,  to  furfriz>e  the  Reyters  at  Vimory^ 
266,  267,  268.  his  advance  to  Dourdan, 
to  furround  them  in  Auneau,  279.  what 
fart  he  had  in  the  defeat  of  the  Reyters  at 
Auneau,  268.  he  preferves  Berry  andOr- 
leans  for  the  League,  495.  is  made  Ma- 
refchal  of  the  League,  872.  he  makes  his 
Peace,  and  re-enters  into  Obedience,  Pag, 

Pag.  936 
The  Count  de  Chaftillon  ,  Son  of  the  Ad- 
miral ,  brings  ajjiflance  to  the  Army  of 
the  Reyters,  253,258.  his  brave  retreat 
in  the  middle  of  an  infinite  number  of  Tom- 
mies, 298.  repulfes  the  Troops  of  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne,  before  Tours,  482.  defeats 
the  Troop  of  Sieur ■  de  Saveufe,  491.  his 
Valour  at  the  Combat  of  Arques,  742, 
748.  he  miffes  taking  Paris  by  fiorm,  812. 
hes  the  principal  caufe  of  the  happy  fucce ft 
at  the  Siege  at  Chartfes,  817,818.  his 
Death  and  Elegy,  ib.  &  819 

Clement  VIII.  Pope,  would  not  receive  the 
Catholick  Deputies  of  the  RoyalParty$6l. 
not  the  Duke  of  Nevers  that  went  to  ren- 
der him  Obedience,  933.  after  ^having  a 
long  time  refusd  to  give  the  King  Abjolu- 
iion,  he  gives  it  at  lajl.  934 

The  Combat  and  Retreat  at  Pont  St.  Vin- 
cent. ^46,  &c- 
The  Combat  at  Vimoroy.  267,  &c. 
The  Combat  at  Auneau,  where  the  Rey- 
'      '■'-■  ters 
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tcrs  'were  defeated.  Pag.  277,  &c. 

!  Combat  at  Fontain  Francoiie.  947 

!  The  Conference  of  the  Duke  of  Efpernon, 

with  the  King  of  Navarre,  abcut  his  Con- 

ruerficn.  87,  &c. 

1  Conference  at  d'Efpernay  and  de  Meaux, 

121 
The  Conference  of  Sieur  Lcnnoncotir,  and 
Trefident  Brulart,  with  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, for  his  Conner fion.  1 40, 1 4 1 ,  &c. 
The  Coiiference  at  St.  Brix  between  the 
Queen-mother,  and  the  King  of  Navarre, 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  the  Vicount  de 
Turcnne.  161,162,  &c. 

The  Conference  at  Nancy  between  the  Prin- 
ces of  the  Houfe  of  Lorrain.        184,  &c. 
The  Conference  of  Henry  III.  with  Cardi- 
nal Morofmi,  Legate,  touching  the  Mur- 
thcr  of  the  Guifes.  415,414,  &c. 

The  Conference  of  Cardinalls/lorofmi  with 
5  the  Duke  of  Mayenne.  474,  &c. 

The  Conference  of  the  two  Kinzs  at  Tours, 

■ .    4-8 

The  Conference  of  the  Lorrain  Princes  at 
Rhemes.  819 

The  Conference  of  du  Pleffis  Mornay,#W 
of  Sieur  de  Ville-Roy  for  the  Peace.  858, 

8s9,&c. 

The  Conference  at  Surefne.  879,880, &c. 

Charles  de  Coffe,  Count  de  Briitac,  105. 

outed  the   Government    of    the  Cafile  of 

Angers,  15;,    189.    he   joins  with  the 

Troops   of  the  Duke  of  Guile,  259.  he's 

T  t  t  4  refused 
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refund  the  Admiralty  that  the  Duke  of 
Guile  ask' d  for  him7'  and  was  given  to  the 
Duke  of  Efpernon,  312.  hisElogy,  ibid. 
caufes  the  Barricades  to  he  made,  35^  && 
fcoffing  raillery  upon  this  SubjeB,  3  5  5-  he 
leads  the  King's  Soldiers  difarmd  to  the 
New  market j  ib.  is  Vrefident  of  the  No- 
hies  at  the  Efiates  of  Blois,  588.  is  there 
arrefied  Vrifoner ,  and  prefently  delivered, 
403.  is  made  Governour  of  Paris  by  M. 
de  Mayenne,  939.  he  receives  the  King 
into  Paris  >  who  makes  him  Marmot  of 
France.  Pag.  942 

Coutras,  its  fituation,  and  the  Battel  fought 
there.  2023  203,  &c. 

P. 

FRancis  de  Daillon  Count  du  Lude, 
wounded  at  the  Battel  of  Ivry.        790 
Guy  de  Daillon,  Count  du  Lude,  and  Go- 
vernour of  Poitoii,  his  Elogy.  791 
The  Advocate  David  and  his  Memoirs.     63 
The  Baron  of  Dona,  General  of  the  Rey- 
ters,  230.  his  birth  and  qualities ,2  3 1 5&c. 
his  negligence  repair' }d,  in  party   by  his  cou- 
rage and  valour  at  the  combat  of  Vimory, 
272.  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  Jurpriz?t{  in  Au~ 
lieau,  where  the   Reyters  are  defeated , 
280,  281.  faves   himfelf   in  the  defeat y 
293.  his  return  into  Germany  in  a  very 
fitlful  condition.  3  00 

The 
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THE  Fifth  Edift  of  the  Pacification  ex- 
tremely advantageous  to  the  Hugue- 
nots, caTd  the  Edift  of  May,  14.  'tis 
revoked.  Pag.  61 

The  Edi£t  ofUlois  againft  the  Huguenots.ib. 
The  Edid  of  Poi&iers  favourable  to  the  Hu- 
guenots. 74 
The  Edi£t  of  July  againsi  the  Huguenots. 

121 
The  Edi£t  of  Reunion  againft  the  Hugue- 
nots, in  favour  of  the  League.  578 
Philip,    Count  d'Egmont,  at  the  Battel  of 
Ivry,  where  he  is  flain.                        78^ 
John  d'Eicovedo,  Secretary  to  Don  John 
d'Auftria,  afjaffmated  by  Order  of  Philip 
the  Second,  and  why.  21 
j-foe  Duke  d'Elpernon,  the  King's  Favourite, 
confers  with  the  King  of  Navarre  about 
his  Converfiony  and  what   happens  jhere- 
ttpon^  87,88.  the  hatred  which  was  bore 
him?  was  the  caufe  that  many  brave  per- 
sons entred  into  the  League,  1 05.  he  treats 
with  the  Reyters,    160,161,275.    is 
made  Admiral  of  France,  and  Governor 
<^  Normandy,    315.    his  Character  and 
"Portrait ,   3x4.^  great  Enemy  to  the  Duke 
of  Guile,  315.  his  Banijhment from  Court? 
377.  he  abandons  Henry  IV.             735 
Francis  d'Efpinay  de  Saint  Luc.  105,211. 
defeats  the  Rear-guard  of  St.  Mefme,i5i. 
Us  brave  Aclion  at   the  Battel  of  Cou- 

tras. 
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tras.        m  Pag.  2x4 

Peter  d'Elpinal,  Archbijhop  of  Lyons,  coun- 

fels  the  Duke  of  Guife  not    to  quit  the 

Eftates,  396,  &CC,  is  am  (ted  Prifoner  at 

Blois  with  the  Cardinal  de  Guile,  4Q3. 

is  ranfomd  for  money ,  and  made  Chancel" 

lor  of  the  League,  794,  is  chief  of  the 

Deputation  for  the  Leaglie,  at  the  Confe- 

rence  at  Surefhe,  879.  the  fum  of  his  An- 

fwer  to  the  Harangues  of  the  Archbijhop  of 

Bourges.  884,  &c. 

The  Eftates  of  France  have  but  deliberative 

voices.  36,61 

The  fir  ft  Eftates  of  Blois,  where  the  King 

declares  himfelf  Head  of  the  League.  61, 

&Q. 
The  fecond  Eftates  of  Blois,  385,  &c. 

They  aB  openly  againft  the  Kings  Authority. 

388,  &c. 

They  declare  the  King  of  Navarre  incapable 

to  fucceed  to  the  Crown,  289,  &C. 

The  Eftates  of  the  League  at  Paris.       865 


AN  horrible  Famine  in  Paris  during  the 
Siege.  800,801 

James  Faye  d'Efpeffes,  Advocate  General, 
maintains  firongly  the  Rights  of  the  King, 
and  the  Liberties  of  the  Gallicane  Church, 
again  ft  the  Leaguers,  at  the  Elates  of 
Blois.  390 

The  Trejldent  Ferrier,  Chancellor  to  the  King 
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of  Navarre,  is  made  Huguenot,  towards 
the  end  of  his  dap,  Pag.  87, 88 

The  Form  of  the  League.  32 

Form  of  the  League  of  Sixteen.    100,  101 
Form  which  was  made  to  befgnd  by  the  Hu- 
guenots that  re-enter  d   into  the  Church. 

Four  Ge?itlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Fourbin,  are 
caufe  of  the  reducing  of  Provence.     936 

G. 

GEnebrard  makes  a  Sermon  againfi  the 
Salique  Law ,  at  the  Troceffion  of  the 
Efiapes  of  the  League.  867, 868,  &c. 
The  Cardinal  of  Gondy  Bijhop  of  Paris,  in- 
clofes  himfelf  during  the  Siege  with  his 
Flock  for  their  relief  803.  he  endeavours 
to  make    the  People  return   to  their  Duty. 

836 

Ludovic  de  Gonzague,  Duke  deNevers, 
renounces  the  League,  and  why,  111,112. 
he  gees  Ambajj'ador  to  Rome  to  yield  Obe- 
dience ^and  to  defire  Abfolution  of  the  Kingy 

932,  &c. 

Gregory  XIII.  would  never  approve  of  the 
League,  112,  113.  his  death.  130 

Gregory  XIV.  declares  for  the  League  a- 
gainft  the  King,  whom  he  excommunicates 
with  all  his  Adherent %  825,  826,  827. 
fends  an  Army  into  France,  ib.  his  Bull 
is  condemned \  and  has  no  effect.  ib. 

Philibert  de  la  Guiche>  Grand  Mafier  of 

the 
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the  Ordnance  at  the  Battel  of  Ivry.    Pag. 

Guinceftre  Curate  of  St.  Gervais,  a  grand 
Leaguer,  98.  lifts  up  his  hand  at  his  Au- 
ditors^ in  the  mid  ft  of  his  Sermon ,  and 
even  at  the  firft  Vrefident,  and  ajjures  them 
the  death  of  the  Guiles  would  he  rcueno-ed^ 
429,  &C.  he  accufes  King  Henry  III.  of 
Sorcery  j  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  Sermon.   452 


A 


H. 


Chilles  de  Hai'lay,  first  Vrefident  of 
the! Parliament  of  P 'aris,  runs  the  r  if  que 
of  his  life,  in  oppofing  the  Leaguers,  248. 
They  conftraind  him  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  Ser- 
mon to  lift  up  his  hand  with  others,  429. 
is  carried  7r  if  oner  to  the  Baftille,  446.  his 
Elogy.  447 

James  de  Harlay,  Sieur  de  Chanvallon, 
Governcur  of  Sens  for  the  League ,  re-' 
pulfes  the  'King's  Army  at  two  AjJ'aults,and 
keeps  the  place,  795.  his  Jpiritual  Raillery 
upon  the  four  Marshals  of  the  League. 

873 

Nicholas  de  Harlay,  Baron  ofSzncy,  levies 
an  Army  of  S  wines  and  Germans  for  the 
King  at  his  own  proper  charges,  $01,  &C, 
and  joins  them  to  the  Kings  Army.        504 

The  Sieur  Denis  de  Here,  CounfeUor  of  Par- 
liament, carried  to  the  Baftille  by  the  Lea- 
guers, 448.  his  Elogy.  ib0 

Henry  XII.  King  of  France  and  Poland, 
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5,  10.  his  Pourtrait.  Pag.  ib- 

The  Change  made  in  his  Conduct  and  Man- 
ners when  he  was  King  of  France,  ib. 
He  engages  prefently  in  the  War  againit  the 
Huguenots,  contrary  to  the  counfel  of  the 
Emperor,  the  Venetians,  and  his  best  Ser- 
vants. 6y  7,  8 

He  declares  himfelf  Head  of  the  League.  7  2 
He  is  not  the  Inftitutor,  but  the  Rejtorer  of 
the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  75,  78 

Solicits  in  vain  the  King  of  Navarre  to  re- 
enter into  the  Catholick  Church,  87,   88 
is  calumniated  by  the  Leaguers.      89,  90 
His  weak  Refolutions.  86,1 16,123,1  39. 

His    Declaration  againft   the  Leaguers  too 
weak.  119 

Makes  a   Peace  very   advantageous  to    the 
Leaguers.  123,  114 

Makes   War  againft    the  King  of  Navarre 
with  great  repugnancy.  143,144 

Raifes   the  Duke    of    Joyeufe  prodigioufty, 

192,  195 
His  finart  and  majeftical  Anfwer  to  the  Am- 
bajjadors  of  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  Ger- 
many, that  prefsyd  him   to  revoke  his  E- 
dicTs  againft  the  Huguenots.     158, 159. 
His  Confrery  and  ProceJJions  of  Penitents.  175 
His  clofe  defign  in  the  War,  which  he  is  con- 
ftrairid  to  make  againft  his  will.  335 

He  puts  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  his  Army  at 
Gien  upon  Loir,  and  oppofes  the  pajjage  of 
the  Army  of  the  Reyters.  2*60 

Me  teftifes  his  too  much  weaknef,  and  his  too 

much 
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much  fear  of  the  Seditiom,  whom  he  durFt 
not  punijh.  P^g-  905 

He  is  contented  to  reprehend  the  feditious 
Doctors,  and  Treacher  s,  in  lieu  of  punijhing 
them.        .    -  308 

He  incenfes  the  Duke  of  Guile,zVz  refujing  him 
the  Admiralty ,  which  he  had  ask?  d  for 
Briffac.  312,313 

Makes  a  refolution  at  laft  to  punijh  the  Lea- 
guers. 331,   333 

His  irrefolution  ,  when  he  fees  the  Duke  of 
Guile  at  ^Louvre.        200,  201,  &c. 

Makes  the  Guards  and  the  Swiffes  enter  Paris, 

208,  209 

The  excejjive  Demands  they  made  him  at  the 
Barricades.  359,  360,  361 

Goes  from  Paris  in  poor  equipage,  and  retires 
to  Chartres.  363,  364 

He  favourably  hearkens  to  them,  who  with 
Frier  Ange  de  Joyeule,  went  in  FroceJJion 
at  Chartres  to  ask  his  pardon.  367,368, 

369 

His  profound  dijjimulation.      325,  3 7 5, &C. 

Caufes  the  EdiB  of  Re-union  to  be  publifh'd 
in  favour  ef  the  League.     ,        578,  579 

Lets  loofe  the  marks  of  his  choler  and  indigna- 
tion, which  he  would  conceal.       382,  383 

Opens  the  fecond  Efiates,  where  he  communi- 
cates with  the  Duke  of  Guile.  385,  386 

His  Oration,  which  checks  the  Leaguers.  ib.& 

JJis  extreme  indignation,  by  reafon  of  the  un- 
worthy Resolutions  which  they  took  againB 

his 
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his  Authority  in  the  Efiates\  Pag.  592,592 

Is  refolded  to  have  the  Duke  of  Guile  kilTa, 

394,  &c. 

Caufes  him  to  be  kiWd  in  his  Chamber.     400, 

401,  &c. 

Caufes  the  Cardinal  de  Guile  to  be  kiWd. 

410,411 

Writes  to  the  Legat  Morofini,  and  gives  him 
Audience  three  dap  after ,  to  declare  to 
him  his  Reafcns  41 5 

Maintains  that  he  hath  incurrd  no  Cenfurey 
and  has  no  need  of  Abfolution.  415 

In  lieu  of  arming,  he  amufes  himfelf  in  ma- 
king Declarations,  which  are  flighted  and 
contemrid.  425 

Makes  great  offers  to  the  Duke  of  May  enne 
in  vain.  454 

Takes  rigor ow  courfes,  but  too  late.  464,465 

How,  and  why  he  treats  with  the  King  of 
Navarre.  466, 467 

Offers  very  advantageous  Conditions  to  the 
Winces  of  Lorrain.  472,  47  5 

Publijhes,  and  caufes  to  be  executed,  his  Trea- 
ty with  the  King  of  Navarre.  47  7 

His  Conference  with  this  King  at  Tours.  478 

Marches  in  the  Bcdy  of  the  Army,  with  the 
King  of  Navarre,  towards  Paris.       492 

Receives  and  diffembles  the  News  of  the  Mo- 
nitory againft  him.  494 

Takes  up  his  quarters  at  St.  Clou,  and  is  un- 
happily kilVd.  509,510,  &C. 

His  moff  chrifiian7  and  mo  ft  holy  Death,  and 
Elogy.  514,  5I5,&C. 

Hen- 
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Henry  de  Bourbon,  Ring  of  Navarre,  pro- 

tefis  again  ft  the  *  fir  ft  Efiates  at  Blois.  Pag. 

61 
His  Conference  with  the  Duke  d'Eipernon, 

about  the  Subject  of  his  Converfion.  86,  87, 

&C. 
His  Fidelity  towards  Henry  III.  169 

His  forcible  Declaration  again  ft  the  Leaguers. 

117, 118 
Gives  the  Duke  of  Guile  the  Lye  in  writings 

and  offers  to  fight  him,  to  favs  ^French 

Blood.  ib. 

Draws  the  Marjhal  de  Damville  to  his  fide 

again  ft  the  League.  J  124 

He  defied  not  the  ruine  of  Religion,  but  of  the 

League,  to  preferve  the  Monarchy.  126 
Caufes  his  Protefiation  againfi  Sixtus  Quin- 

tusV  Bull,  to  be  fixt  upon  the  Gates  of  the 

Vatican  in  Rome.  137,138 

His  Conference  with  the  Queen  Mother  at  St. 

Brix.  161,  162 

His  Exploits  againfi   the  Army  at  Joyeufe. 

197,  &c. 
His  Valour  and  good  Conduct  at  the  Battel  of 

Courtras.  202*  204,  &c. 

His  Clemency  after  his  Victory*  227 

He  knew  not  how  to,  or  would  not,  make  ufe 

of  hisViBory.  228 

Ajjembles  the  Efiates  on  his  fide,  at  Rochel ; 

at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Efiates  were  held 

at  Blois.  390 

His  proceedings  after  the  death  of  the  Guiles, 

467 
Bis 


The  Table. 


His  Declaration  to  all  Frenchmen.  Pag.468 
He   treats  with ,  and  is  united  to  the  King. 

470,471 
His  Conference  with  the  King  at  Tours.  478 
His  march  towards  Paris.  492,  49; 

He  fucceeds  Henry  III.  and  is  acknowledged 
for  King  of  France,  by  the  Catholics  of  the 
Army ^  upon  certain  conditions.  754 

Divides  his  Troops  into  three  parts,  and  car- 
ries one  into  Normandy.  736 
His  Condutl  and  Valour  at  the  Battel  of  Ar- 
ques.                                          741,8a;. 
Attaches  and  takes  the  Suburbs  of  Paris.752, 

&c. 
Bejieges  Dreux.  769 

Gives  and  gains  the  Battel  of  Ivry.  770,80;, 
His  Exploits  after  his  Viftory.  795,  &c. 

Is  repulfed  before  Sens.  ib. 

Befieges  Paris.  796 

Why  he  would  not  attaque  it  by  Force,       8'oo 
Rejeffs  the  Vropofition  which  they  made  him  to 
furrender  Paris,  provided  he  would  become 
Catholic.  809,  &c, 

Fur  Cues  the  Duke  of  Parma  u/ff  to  Artois. 

816,817 

The  two  Attempts  he  made  unfuccefs fully  to 

furprize  Paris.  811,816,  &c. 

*  He  takes  Noyen.  844 

Bejieges  Roan.  '  845 

His  Combat  and  Retreat  from  Aumale.    847 

Raifes  the  Siege  of  Roan,  and  a  little  while 

after  bejieges  the  Duke  of  Parma 'j1  Army, 

852,  &Q, 

U  u  u  His 
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His  proceedings  after  the  Retreat  of  that  Duke. 

Pag.  86 1 

The  Hifiory  of  his  Conversion.  9oo,  &c. 

The  Points  upon  which  he  caufes  himfelf  to  be 
inftruffed.  9 1 8,  9 1 9,  &c  - 

He  makes  his  folemn  Abjuration,  and  receives 
Abfolution  at  St.  Denis.  917,  928 

Sends  the  Duke  of  Nevers  to  Rome,  in  Obe- 
dience, and  to  ask  the  7 opes  Abfolution ; 
who  after  having  long  time  defend  it,  at 
laft  gives  it  him.  9  32,  9  3  %,  &C. 

His  happy  entrance  into  Paris.  9  3 8,  939 

His  heroic  Valour  at  the  Combat  of  Fontain 
Francois.  948,  &c. 

Grants  a  Treaty,  and  very  favourable  Edift 
to  the  Duke  of  Mayenne.  954 

His  rare  bounty  in  receiving  him  at  Mon- 
ceaux.  955 

Anthony  Hotmail,  Advocate  General  for 
the  League  at  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  is 
Author  of  the  Treaty  of  the  Right  of  Uncle 
again/}  the  Nephew.  738,  &C. 

Francis  Hotman  a  Civilian,  Brother  to  the 
Axdvocate,  refutes  his  Book,  without  know- 
ing that  it  was  his  Brothers.  ib. 
The  Huguenots  have  the  advantage  in  the 
firfi  War,  that  Henry  III.  made  againfi 
them.                                                    J,  8 
They  become  powerful,  by  joining  with  the  po- 
litick Party.  ib. 
They  were  the  firfi  that  leagued  themfelves 
againfi  the  Kings.  1 4 
James  de  Humieres,  Governor  of  Peronne, 

his 
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his  Elogy ;  and  what  made  him  begin  the 
League  in  Picardy.  Pag.  22,  25 

Charles  de  Humieres,  Marquis  d'Encre, 
Governor   of  Campeigne  for    the  King. 

406 

If  the  caufe  of  gaining  the  Battel  of  Senlis, 

;    ib.&c. 

His  Elogy.  ib.  &C. 

Carries  a  great  fupply  of  the  Nobles  of  Picar- 
dy to  the  King  at  the  Battel  of  Ivry.    781 


J  Ames  Clement,  the  Hiftory  of  his  abomi- 
nable Parricide.  $08,  509,  &C. 
The  Prefident  Jeataiin,  fent  by  the  Duke  of 

Mayenne  into  Spain.  830 

His  Elogy.  ib. 

His  prudent  Negotiation  with  the  King  of 

Spain.  855 

Ten  Jefuits  fave  Paris,  which  had  been  taken 

by  fcaling  the  walls ,  if  they  had  been  ajleep) 

as  all  the  reft  were.  813 

Innocent  IX.  Pope,  declares  himfelf  for   the 

League.  861 

Duke  Anne  de  Joyeule  the  King's  Favourite. 

192,  193 
His  prodigious  rife.  ib. 

His  Elogy.  ib. 

He  commands  the  Army  againfi  the  King  of 

Navarre.  194 

His  Exploits  in  Poitou.  1 9 5,  &c. 

-Hh  faults  and  preemption  at  the  Battel  of 

U  u  u  2  Cou- 
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Coutras.  Pag.  202,  205 

His  death.  ib. 

Henry  de  Joyeule,  Count  de  Bouchage, 
becomes  Capucin,  under  the  name  of  Fryer 
Auge,  and  why.  368,  369 

His  mofi  extraordinary  TroceJJion,  from  Paris 
to  Chartres,  to  ask  mercy  of  the  King.  ib. 

His  going  out,  and  re-entring  the  Capucins. 

960,  &c. 

Francis  de  Joy eufe  Cardinal ,  Trotethr  of 
France ,  genermfly  maintains  the  King's 
Rights.  418 

His  effectual  Remonfirance,  to  Tope  Sixtus>up- 
on  his  proceedings  after  the  death  of  the 
Guiles.  ib. 

Ivry,  its  fit  nation,  and  the  Battel  was  fought 
there.  770,  771,  &c. 


FRrancis  de  la  Noue,  at  the  relief  of 
Senlis.  484 

Ranges  the  Army,  and  gains  the  Battel.  485, 

&c. 
His  Valour  at  the  Combat  of  Arques.        748 
Wounded  and  beaten  bach  at  the  attaquing  the 
Suburbs  of  St,  Martin.  353,  &c. 

M.  de  Launoy,  a  grand  Leaguer..  75 

Philip  de  Lenoncour,  Cardinal.  140 

The  Sieur  de  TEidiguieres  zvz^Montelimar 
and  Ambrun,  where  the  Huguenots  plun- 
der the  great  Church.  145 

The 
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The  League  and  Leaguers,  its  true  Original. 

Wherein  it  is  like  to  that  of  Calvinifm.        5 

The  fuccefs  it  had  quite  contrary  to  the  end  it 
was  propoid  for.  ib. 

The  firft  that  conceivd  the  defign,was  the  Car- 
dinal de  Lorrain  at  the  Council  of  Trent, 

15,  16 

The  occafwn  that  gave  it  birth  in  France.  22, 

lg,&C. 

Its  Project  in  Form,  to  which  all  the  Leaguers 
are  made  fubferibe.  52,  55 

Tloe  Refutation  of  the  Articles  of  the  faid 
Form.  33,&C. 

It  would  ufurp  the  Authority  Roy  at,  in  the  fir fi 
Eft  ate  s  at  Blois.  6o,  6 1 ,  &c. 

Its  horrible  Calumnies  againft  Henry  III. 
89,  166,234,262,  254,  303,  504 

The  League  of  Sixteen  at  Paris,  its  original, 
and  progrefs.  9  5 ,  &C. 

lis  twelve  Founders.  94,  &C. 

Tloe  Treaty  of  the  League  with  the  Spaniard. 

102 

It  hinders  the  Low-Countries  jfow  being  uni- 
ted to  the  Crown.  108 

In  taking  Arms  at  fo  mifchievous  a  time,  hin- 
ders the  ruine  of  ¥luguonoti{hi,which  was 
going  to  be  deftroyd  during  the  Peace,     ib. 

It  Je?ids  new  Memoirs,  and  a  new  Form  of 
Oath  to  the  Provinces,  at  the  coming  of  tm 
Reyters.  254 

The  Infolence  of  the  Leaguers  after  the  defeat 

of  the  Reyters.  50^ 

U  u  U  3  They 
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They  take  Arms,   and  fall  upon  the  Archers 
who  would  feiz?e  de  Prevoft ,  Curate  of 
St.  Severin,  that  had  preach  d  feditioujly 
againft  the  King.  Pag.20  3,204 

They  take  the  Alarm,  feeing  the  King  diffcsd 

to  punijh  them,  and  implore  the  help  of  the 

•  Duke  of  Guife.  552,  &c. 

Their  Tranfforts    and   Acclamations   at  the 
Duke's  coming.  337 

They  oppofe  the  going  forth  of  Strangers ,  whom 
the  King  would  harve  put  out  of  Paris.  348 

They  make  Barricades.  352 

They  att  openly  againjt  the  King's  Authority 
at  the  Ejtates.  '  389 

Their  furious  deportments  at  Paris,  after  the 
death  of  the  Guiles.  427, 428,  &c. 

They  degrade  King  Henry  III.  and  a&  all 
forts  of  Outrages  againft  him.  436 

They  accufe  him  of  Enchantments,  and  Ma- 
gic Charms.  452 

The  Cities  that  entred  into  the  League.     461 

^Tolous  they  maffacre  the  fir jt  Vrefident7 
and  Advocate  General.  46 2 

Their  Deputies  preJS  the  Pope  to  publifh  the  Ex- 
communication againjt  the  King.  495,  496 

They  become  jtronger  than  e*ver  after  the  death 
tf/Henry  III.  737,738 

Their  Pcyjer  during  the  Siege  of  Paris.     800 
They  offer  the  Crown  ^France  to  the  King  of 
Spain.  833,  8 34 

They  caufe  Vrejident  Briflbn  to  he  hangd.  837 
Four  of  the  mofi  Seditious  are  hangyd  at  the 
Louvre.  .839 

They 
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They  make  it  appear  at  the  Eftates  at  Paris, 
that  they  defire  nothing  left  than  the  Kings 
Conner  (ion.  Pag.  890,  891 

Henry  d'Orleans,  Duke  de  Longueville, 
at  the  Relief  of  Senlis.  486 

Gives  Battel  to  the  Leaguers,  and  gains  it. 

487,  &c. 

Commands  one  part  of  the  King's  Army.  736 

And  at  the  Atta^ue  of  the  Suburbs  of  Paris. 

.,    ■  .  75**751 

Charles,  Duke  ofLorrain,wou!dnot  have  the 

paJJ'age  of  /-/^Reyters  through  his  Country 

opposed,  and  why.  ^39?  240,  &C. 

Would  not  enter  France  after  the  Reyters. 

ib. 

Obtains  Peace  of  the  King.  946 

Charles,  Cardinal  of  Lorrain,  was  the  firft 

that  formed  the  defgn  of  a  general  League 

of  the  Catholics.  1 5>  1 6 

His  Portrait.  ib. 

•  Charles  de  Lorrain ,  Duke  of  Mayenne, 

makes  Wars  with  the  King  of  Navarre  in 

Guyenne  with  little  fucceft.        145, 144 

Joins   himfelf  with  his  Brother  the  Duke  of 

Guile,  againft  the  Army  of  the  Reyters, 

258,259 
His  brave  Action  at  the  Combat  of  Vimory, 

270,  &c. 

He  retires  to  Lyon  in  Bourgogn  after  the 

death  of  his  two  Brothers.  426,  &C. 

His  Encomium  and  Portrait.  45  3,&C. 

He  refufes  the  great  Offers  the  King  ?nade  himy 

and  goes  to  the  Wars.  ib. 

U  U  U  4  His 
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His  happy  beginnings.  Pag.  455 

His  Entry  into  Paris.  457 

Weakens  the  Council  of  Sixteen  by  augment- 
ing «r.<  458, 459 

Caufes  himfelf  to  be  declared  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ral  of  the   Efiate  and  Crown  of  France. 

460 

Acts  as  a  Sovereign,  and  makes  new  Laws. 

460,461 

Marches  againfi.  the  King,  defeats  the  Count 
de  Brienne'j  Troops,  and  takes  him  Vri- 
foner.  480,481,80;. 

He  attaques,  and  takes  the  Suburbs  of  Tours, 
and  returns  without  doing  any  thing 
elfe.  ib. 

His  gener  opts  Refolution  when  he  faw  himfelf 
befieged  by  the  Royal  Army.  507,  500 

Makes  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  be  declared 
King,  by  the  Council  of  the  Union.     739 

He  attaques  the  King  at .  Arques,  and  is  re- 
fulsd  and  beaten,  7-42>  745?  &c- 

He  follows  the  counfel  of  M.  de  Ville-Roy, 
and  oppofes  the  defigns  of  the  Spaniards. 

759,  760,  &c. 

Caufes  to  be  proclaim  d  Charles  X.  764,765. 

Marches  to  the  Relief  of  Dreux.  769 

Lcfes  the  Battel  of  Ivry.  787 

Breaks  with  the  Spaniards,  and  why.     833, 

&c. 

Divides  himfelf  from  the  Trinces  of  his  Houfe. 

834,  &c. 

Is  jealous  of  the  young  Duke  of  Guife.     835 

Caufes  Four  of  the  principal  of  the  Sixteen  to 

be 
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he  hanged  up  at  the  Louvre,  and  abates 
their  Faction,  Pag.  839 

Carries  the  Duke  of  Parma  to  the  Relief  of 
Roan.  846 

He  affembles  the  Eflates  at  Paris.    862,  86  3, 

&c. 

His  Declaration ,  wherein  he  invites  all  the 
Catholic  Lords  of  the  Royal  Pa^ty,  to  meet 
at  the  Efates,  for  the  good  of  the  Religion 
and  the  State.  865*866 

His  Speech  and  Defign  in  theEftates.     875, 

&c. 

He  creates  one  Admiral,  and  four  Marshals  of 
France.  873 

Caufes  the  Conference  of  Surene  to  be  accepted 
by  theEftates.  878 

Takes  Noy en.  /  879 

Dextroujly  hinders  the  Election  of  a  King  at 
the  Eftates.  89  5,896 

Will  not  hold  the  Kings  Absolution  good.  931 

Retires  from  Paris  to  Soiibns.  940 

What  he  did  at  the  Battel  of  Fontain  Fran- 
coile.  947,  948,  &c. 

Obtains  from  the  King  a  Treaty 7  and  a  favou- 
rable Edidt.  9  54, 9  5  5 ,  &c. 

Is  very  well  received  by  the  King  at  Mon- 
ceaux.  957 

Henry  de  Lorrain,  Duke  of  Guiibydefimd 
by  hisXJncle  the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain  to  be 
Head  of  a  League  General  of  the  Catho- 
lics. 17,  18, 19,  &c. 

Treats  with  Don  John  d3  Auftria,  at  Join- 
ville.       -  ib. 

The 
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The  occafion  that  caused  him  to  begin  th 
League.  Pag.  ib. 

His  Pourtrait.  2  5 ,  &c. 

Takes  Arms  after    the    death  of  Monfieur, 

85,80;. 

Makes  ufe  of  the  old  Cardinal  de  Bourbon, 
as  a  Ghofij  whom  he  puts  at  the  Head  of 
the  League.  92 

Treats  at  Joinville  with  the  Agents  of  Spain, 
and  the  Cardinal  de  Bourbon  ,  and  the 
Conditions  of  the  faid  Treaty.     I  o  1 ,  1 02, 

&C. 

He  begins  the  War  with  the  furprizing  of 
divers  places  by  himfelf  and  his  Friends, 

I04,&c. 

Makes  the  Treaty  at  Nemours  very  advan- 
tageous to  the  League.  121 

Goes  and  finds  the  King  at  Meaux,  and  com- 
plains unjufily  of  divers  matters.  188 

Undertakes  with  a  very  few  Troop  to  defeat 
the  Army  of  the  Rey ters.    2  54, 2  3  5,  &c. 

His  honourable  Retreat  at  Pont  St.  Vin- 
cent. 246,247,8^0. 

He  continually  harrajjes  the  Army  of  the  Rey « 
ters.  262 

He  attaques  them,  and  defeats  one  Party  of 
them  at  Vimory.  267,  &c. 

He  forms  a  dejign  to  attaque  them  at  Auneau, 
and  the  execution  of  that  Ent  erf  rife.    277, 

278,8a;. 

He  furfues  the  refi  of  the  Rey  ters  as  far  as 
Savoy.  501,  &c. 

He  let  them  plunder  the  County  of  Mont  be- 
Hard, 
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Hard.  Pag.  ib. 

He  receives  from  the  Fope  a  confecrated  Sword, 
and  from  the  Duke  of  Parma  his  Arms, 
which  they  fent  him,  as  to  the  greateft 
Captain  of  his  time.  311 

The  refufing  him  the  Admiralty  for  Briflac, 
the  which  was  given  to  EfpQrnon  his  Ez^- 
myjputs  him  en  to  determine  it.      3 1 2,  SLc. 

He  ajjcmbles  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Lor- 
rain  at  Nancy,  and  there  refolves  to  pre* 
fent  to  the  King  a  Requefi,  containing  Ar- 
ticles  again  ft  the  Royal  Authority.      322, 

323 

He  refolves  to  relieve  Paris.  3  34, 3  3  5 

He  goes  to  Paris,  notwith funding  the  King's 
Orders  which  were  fent  him  by  M.  de  Bel- 
lievre.  ib. 

A  defer ht ion  of  his  Entry  into  Paris,  where 
he  was  received  with  extraordinary  tran- 
Jports  of  jcy.  ib.  &c. 

His  Interview   with  the  King  at  the  Louvre. 


*9  A  * 


In  the  Queens  Garden.  344 

What  he  did  at  the  Battel  of  the  Barricades. 

He  di farms  the   Kin£s  Soldiers,  and  caufes 

them  to  be  reconducted  to  the  Louvre.  357 

His  real  defign  at  the  Battel  of  the  Barricades. 

358,  5cc. 

His  excejjive  dema?tds.  360,  &C. 

Makes  fymfelf  Mafter  of  Paris,  and  makes 

a  Manifefto  to  jufiife  the  Barricades,  365, 

366,  &c. 
He 
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He  dextroufiy  draws  the  Queen  Mother  into  his 
Inter  efis.  Pag.  571 

Caufes  aRequefi  to  beprefented  to  theKing,con- 
taining  Articles  mofi  prejudicial  to  his  Au- 
thority. 371,372,  &c. 

Has  given  him  all  the  Authority  of  a  Confiable, 
under  another  name.  ^17y^l^ 

His  Pro/per ity  blinds  him,  ami  is  the  caufe  that 
he  fees  not  an  hundred  things,  to  "which  he 
ought  to  give  defiance.  385,  &c. 

He  is  Jhock'd  at  the  Speech  the  I&ng  made  to 
the  fecond  Efiates  at  Blois,  386/387 

He  difyofes  of  the  Efiates  at  his  pleafure.     ib. 

Sec. 

Would  have  himfelf  declared,  by  the  Efiates, 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  whole  Realm,  in- 
dependent from  the  King.  391,  392 

Is  advertised  of  the  defign  formed  againfi  him, 
and  confults  thereupon  with  his  Confidents. 

ib.  Sac. 

Is  refoWd  to  fiay,  contrary  to  the  Advice  of 

the  mofi  part.  396,  &C. 

The  Hifiory  of  his  Tragical  Death.   399,  400, 

•     &c. 

His  Encomium.  411 

Lewis  de  Lorrain,  Cardinal  de  Guile,  jpre- 

fides  for  the  Clergy  at  the  Efiates  of  Blois. 

388 
The  Hifiory  of  his  Tragical  Death.   41 0,41 1 
N.  de  Lorrain,  Duke  de  Guile,  efcaping  out 
of  Frifon,  comes  to  Paris,  where,  he0  s  re- 
ceived of  the  Leaguers,  with  open  Arms, 
835.  he  Ms  Colonel  St.  Paul        872,  873 

The. 
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M. 

THE  Marshal  of  Matignon,  Governor 
of  Guyenne  ,  hinders  the  Leaguers 
from  furf  rising  Bourdeaux.       Pag.  115 
Breaks  theMeafures  of  the  Duke  <?f  Mayenne 
dextroufy.  2  4  \ ,  244 

Gives  good  Advice  to  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe, 
which  he  follows  not.  203 

Reduces  Bourdeaux  to  Obedience.  820 

Father  Claude  Mathiu  grand  Leaguer,  foli- 
cits  the  Excommunication  of  the  King  of 
Navarre.  182 

Father  Bernard  de  Montgaillard^mW^ 
The  Petit  Feuillant,  a  Seditious  Treacher. 

428 
His  Extravagance  in  a  Sermon,       442*  445 
He  retires  into  Flanders  with  the  Spaniards, 
after  the  reduBion  of  Paris.  945 

Francis  de  Monthelon,  a  famous  Advocate, 
is  made  Lord  Keener  by  Henry  III.      384 
Henry  de  Montmorency  ,    Marjhal  de 
Damville,  Head  of  'the  Politics  or  Male- 
content  sr  for  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  Languedoc.  9 
Draws  his  Brothers  and  Friends  to  him.      ib. 
Joins  with  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  Prince 
of  Conde,  againfi  the  League.            1 24 
ProteBs  the  Catholic  Religion,  and  receives 
acknowledgments  from  the  Pope.    1 2  5, 1 26 
His  Fidelity  in  the  Service  of  the  King.    iz69 

1x7. 
Is 


The  Table. 

js  at  lafi  made  Confiable  of  France  by  Hen- 
ry IV.  Pag.  ib. 

William  de  Montmorancy^/^r  deThore, 
joins  with  the  Malecontent  Politics.  9 

Is  defeated  in  conducting  a  Party  of  Duke  Ca- 
iimirt  Rey ters.  ^5^6 

Re-takes  Chantillyjfc^  the  League.      485 

The  Sieur  de  Montaufier  fights  mofi  valiant- 
ly, and  infults  agreeably  over  the  Gafcoins 
which  were  at  the  Battel  of  Courtras. 

2I7 
The  Sieur de  Montigny  enters  and  breaks  the 

Squadron  of  the  Gafcoins,  at  the  Battel  of 

Courtras.  215, 216 

The  Sieur  de  Morennes  Curate  of  StMerry, 
labours  to  make  the  People  return  to  the  Obe- 
dience of  their  King.  836 

Cardinal  Morofini,  Legat  in  France,  could 
not  obtain  Audience  the  day  of  the  Duke  of 
Gulfed  Majfacre.  406,  407 

His  Conference  with  the  King,  to  whom  he 
declares  he  had  incurred  the  Cenfures,  be- 
caufe  of  the  Murther  of  the  Cardinal  de 
Guile.  414,415 

He  incurs  the  Popes  indignation,  for  not  ha- 
ving publiftfd  the  Cenfures.  417 

His  Conference  with  the  Duke  of  Mayenne. 

474>4755,&c 
John  de  Morvillier,  Bifhcf  of  Orleans,  his 

Encomium  and  Pourtrait.  68,  6% &c. 

He  counfels  the  King  to  declare  himfelf  Head 

of  thel&zgVLG.  '  ib. 

Anne 
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N. 


ANne  d'Efte,  Duchefs  de  Nemours, 
Mother  of  the  Guiles,  is  arrefted  Pri~ 
foner  at  Blois.  Pag.  405 

She  treats  by  Letters  with  the  Dukqs  of  Ne- 
mours and  May  enne,  to  reduce  them  to 
their  Duty.  44 1 ,  441 

The  King  fends  her  to  Paris  to  appeafe  the 
Troubles.  ib. 

The  young  Duke  of  Nemours,  is  arrefted fPri- 
foner  at  Blois.  40  3 

Makes  his  Efcape  out  of  Prifon.  44 1 

The  Orders  -he  gave  for  the  Defence  of  Paris, 
where  he  maintains  the  Siege  with  all  the 
ConduB  and  Vigor  of  an  old  General.   798 

He  offers  the  King  to  furrender  Paris,  provi- 
ded he  will  he  made  Catholick.     809,  810 

He  abandons  his  Brother ,  and  endeavours  to 
make  himfelf  declared  Head  of  the  League 
in  his  place.  48  5 ,  48  6,  &C. 

Francis  de  Noailles ,  Bijhop  of  Acqs,  his 
Encomium ,  his  Ambaffage  ,  and  the  part 
he  had  in  the  Converfion  of  Henry  IV. 

309, 310,  &e. 

O. 

THE  Order  of  the  HolyGhofty  and  its 
true  Orjgine.  74,  75,76,  &C. 

Lewis  d' Orleans,  a  famous  Advocate ,  a 
grand  Leaguer,  96 

Author 
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Author  of  the  Seditious  Libel,  Intituled,  The 
Englifh  Catholick.  Pag.  738. 

Is  Advocate  General  for  the  League.  ib. 

The  Colonel  Alphonib  d'Ornano,  defeats 
4000  Swiffers,  Froteftants  in  Daupniny, 

A  Confident  of  Henry  Ill's.  384 

Counfels  the  King  to  dijfiatch  the  Duke  of 

Guife  in  the  Louvre.  380 


PAnigerole  Bifhop  of  Aft ,  preaches  at 
Paris  during  the  Siege. '  806 

The  Parifiens  enter  into  the  Lsigpifyand  how. 

91,  &c. 

Their  Barricades.  351,  &c. 

Their  furious  deportment  after  the  death  of 

theGm&s.  42,7 

Their  admirable  firmnefs  during  the  Siege. 

801 

They  declare  againfi  the  Sixteen.  840 

They  run  in  Crowds  to  St.  Denis,  at  the  Con- 

verfion  of  the  King.  928 

The  Hifiory  of  the  Reduction  of  Paris.    938, 

939.&C. 

The  Duke  of  Parma  finds  Troop  to  the  Duke 

of  Guife.  236 

He  fends  him  his  Arms  after  the  Defeat  of  the 

Reyters?  as  to  him^  who  of  aU  the  Princes, 

merited  befi  the  Title  of  Captain.  311 

Comes  to  the  Relief  of  Paris,  and  raifes  the 

Siege ,  by  executing  his  own  defgny  without 

giving 
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giving  Battel.  Pag.  810 

His  Retreat  to  Artois.  8 1 7 

He  renders  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  fujpett  to 
the  King  of  Spain.  82 1 

He  marches  to  the  Relief  of  Roan.  846 

He  pufoes  at  the  King  at  the  Battel  cf  Au- 
male.  848 
Caufes  the  Siege  of  Roan  to  be  raised.     854, 

855,  &c. 
His  admirable  Retreat  at  Caudebec.       855 
The  Cardinal  de  Pelleve  Solicitor  of  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  League  at  Rome.  128 
His  Birth  and  Qualities.  ib. 
He  prejides  for  the  Clergy  at  the  Efiates  of 
Paris.                                                875 
His  Death.                                                 944 
The  Brotherhood  of  Penitents  ,  and  their  Ori* 
gine.                                       170, 171,  &C. 
That  which    the  King  efiablijh'd    at  Paris, 

175 

Philip  II.  King  of  Spain,  caufes  John  d'El- 

covedo,  Secretary  to  Don  John  d'Au- 

ftria,  to  be  affajjinated,  and  why.  2 1 

Solicits  the  King  cf  Navarre  and  Damville 

to  make  War  in  favour  of  the  Huguenots, 

80,  IIQ 

PreJJ'es  the  Duke  of  Guile  to  take  Arms.   81, 

82,  &c. 

Endeavours  to  caufe  himfelfto  be  declared  Pro- 

tetlor  <f  the  Realm  0/ France.  761,  762, 

&c. 

Makes  a  Manifefto,  and  declares  himfelf  a- 

gainfi  the  King.  ■     769 

X  x  x  He 
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He  fupports  the  Sixteen  againfi  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne.  Pag.  812 

He  imprudently  difcovers  his  defign  he  had  to 
make  the  Infanta  his  Daughter  to  be  chofen 
Queen  of  France.  831,85a,  &c. 

He  endeavours  to  have  a  King  chofen  at  the 
Efiates  of  Paris.  893,  894,  &c. 

Francis  Pigenat,  Curate  of  St.  Nicholas  in  ] 
.     the  Fields,  declaims,  in  a  furious  manner, 
againfi  the  King.  \  43  * 

Du  Pleflis  Mornay,  makes  a  Writing,which 
alarms  the  League,  89.  his  Fidelity  in  the 
fervice  of  the  King  of  Navarre  ,  his  Ma- 
fierywhom  he  ferves  extremely  well  with  his 
Ten  and  his  Sword,  1 1  %.he  makes  the  treaty 
of  the  Union  of  the  King  with  the  King  of 
Navarre  againfi  the  League,47i.  is  made 
Governor  of  Saumour  by  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, 470.  he  confers  with  the  Sieur  de 
Villa  Roy  about  the  Peace.  858,859,  &C. 
The  Politics;  their  Party  joins  with  thofe  of 
the  Huguenots.  8 

Dr.  Pcncent  declaims  infolently  in  open  Pulpit 
againfi  the  King,  179. his  punijhment,l%oy 

181,  &c. 

Le  Pont  St.  Vincent,  the  brave  Retreat  the 

Duke  of  Guife  made  there  246,  247,&c. 

The  Ppurtrait  of  Henry  III  5,  6,  &c. 

The  Pourtrait  of  the  Cardinal  of,  Lorrain. 

16, 17,  &c. 

Pourtrait  of  the  Duke  of  Guile.  24,  25,16. 

P&urtrait  of  John  de  Morvillier,  Bijhop  of 

Orleans.    *  69,  70,  71, n&c 

Pour- 
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Pourtrait  of  the  Duke  of  Efpernon.    Pag. 

3/3,314,80;, 

The  Pourtrait  of  Queen  Catharine  de  Me- 
dia's. 437,438,8a;. 

TheX?ox\ttV2\tofthe  Duke  ofMiycnm.  tf% 

The  Vrefident  Potior  de  Blanc-Mefhill,  ts 
carried  Prifoner  to  the  Baftille  by  the  Lea- 
guers,446.^  intelligence  witbUznry  IV. 
and  his  Encomium.  753?  754>  755^  &c 

John  Prevoft- ,  Curate  of  St.  Severines,  a 
grand  Leaguer,  95.  declaims  furioujly  a- 
gainft  the  King,  305 

The  Preachers  of  the  League,  declame  Jean- 
dalcujlj  again  ft  the  King,  but  above  all,  af- 
ter the  death  of  the  Guiles,  428,  429,&Q. 
they  encourage  the  People  of  Paris  during  the 
Siege,  807,  008,  &c.  their  impudence. 814, 

8lJ 

R. 

TH E  Rey ters  stnd  their  Army,%  5 i>i \% 2, 
&C.  the  Plundering  they  make  in  Lor- 
rain,  243,  244,  &c.  their  entrance  into 
France,  257,258,8a:.  their  Confterna- 
tion,  finding,at  the  River  "Loir, quite  contra- 
ry to  what  was  -promifed  them,  262,  263, 
&c.  their  Combat  at  Vimory,  267,  268, 
269,  &C.  their  Negligence  and  Debauche- 
ry, 28 3,284, &c.  their  defeat  at  Auneau, 
285,  286,  287,  &c  their  whole  diffipa- 
tion.  293,  294,  295,  &c. 

Francis  Count  de  Roche-Foucault.         147 
John  Lewis  de  la  Roche-Foucault,  Count  de 
Randan,  defeated  and  kiWd  before  BToir. 
X  x  x  2  Pag, 
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Pag.  791,  &c. 

*The  Captain  Roche-Mort,  furpriz.es  the  Ca- 
ftle  of  Angers,^  J  is  there  kilTd.  149,1 50 
Rene,  Vicount  de  Rohan.  147 

Colonel  Rone  beats  up  the  Quarters  of  the 
Reyters  Army,  14,1.-  receives  Commiffion 
from  the  Duke  de  May enne  to  command  in 
Champaign  and  Bryo,  456.  he  feiz.es  of 
Vandofme,  499, 480,  &c.  he  defends  Pa- 
ris,after  the  taking  of  the  Suburbs,*]  $6 ,7 57. 
he  commands  the  Light  Horfe  at  the  Battel 
of  Ivry,  777.  is  made  the  Marshal  of  the 
League.  872 

6. 

LEwis  de  Saint  Gelais,  147.  Marjhal  de 
Camp  of  the  King  of  Navarr's  Army 
at  the  Battel  of  Coutras.  207 

Captain  St.  Fa\i\,Officer  of  the  Duke  0/Guife, 
270,  271,  &c.  his  Valour  at  the  Combat  of 
Auneau,  288,  289,  &c.  enters  bj  force  in- 
to the  Queens  Garden,  to  defend  the  Duke 
his  Mafier,  345.  is  made  Marjhal  of  the 
League,  ,872.  his  death.  785 

Charles  de  Saveufe  defeated  by  the  Count  de 
Chaftillon.  491 

Philip  Sega,  Cardinal  of  Placentia,  Legat 
in  France  for  ^League,  861.  endeavors 
to  hinder  the  Conference  at  Surene,  8177. 
.  forbids,  but  to  no  purpofe,  to  go  to  St.Denis, 
to  ajfifi  at  the  King's  Abjuration,  921,922, 
&c.  he  retires  after  the  entry  of  the  King, 
and*  dies  upon  the  way  returning  to  Rome. 

944 

Segur 
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Segur  Pardaillon,  Steward  of  the  King  of 
Navarr'i"  Hou(hold7  counfels  him  to*  be  con- 
verted, and  afterwards  dijjitades  him  for  a 
time.  Pag.  901,901,  &c. 

The  ridiculous  Shew  the  Ecclefeajlics  and 
Monks  made  during  theSiege  <9/rParis.8o7, 

808,  &c. 
The  Sitfge  of  Brouage.  149 

The  Siege  of  Senlis.  48  3, 484,  &c. 

The  Siege  of  Paris,  797,798,  &c.  the  things 
that  contributed  to  make  the,  Parifians  re- 
fol-ve  to  fuffer  all  things ',  rather  than  furren- 
dtr.  802,803,80:. 

The  Siege  of  Chartres.  817 

The  Siege  of  Roan.  845 

Sixtus  Quintus  Pope,  his  Birth  ^Fortune ,  and 
Genius,  150,  1 3 1,  152,  &c.     rebukes    the 
Leaguers,  ib.  his    Bull  of    Excommuni- 
cation against  the  King  of  Navarre  ,  and 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  I  3  3,  I  34,&CC.  what 
the  Catholics  faid  againft  this  Bull,  1 3  5, 
&C.  the  Writings  againft  />,ib.  &  1 36.  the 
King  of  NavarrV  Proteftation  ,   which  he 
made  to  be  fat  in  Rome,  againft  this  Bully 
I  37,  I  38,  &c.  he  praifes  the  Genercpty  of 
this  King,  138,  139.  and  fends  the  Corde- 
liers to  the  Gallics  that  preach' d  againft  himy 
309.  he  fends  a  confecrated  Sword  to  the 
Duke   of  Guife,  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Reyters,  3 1  J.  his  refentment  and  choler  he 
put  himfelf  in,  for  the  murther  of  the  Car- 
dinal de  Guile,  41 7,418,80:.  he  fufyends 
all  Expeditions  for  Benefices,  till  the  King 
X  X  X  3  jhould 
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Jhould  fend  to  demand  his  Abfolution,  ibid- 
he  caufes  a  Monitory  to  be  affixt  againfi  him 
at  Rome,  Pag.  423.  he  declares  his  Opi- 
nion againfi  the  League,  and  the  Guiles, 
to  the  Cardinal  de  Joyeufe,  419.  he  refu- 
fes  the  King  Absolutions  unlefs  he  would  put 
the  Prelates  that  were  Prifoners   into  his 
hands ,495.  his  thundring  Monitory  again  ft 
the  Kingy  498,499,8a;.  he  fends  Cardinal 
Cajetan  his  Legate  into  France,  to  caufe  a 
Catholic  King  to  be  chofen,  758.  he  difabu- 
fes  himfelf  in  favour  of  the  King,  822. 
he  threatens  the   Spanifh  Ambajj'ador  to 
caufehisHead  to  be  cut  offf&z^.his  death ,ib. 
The  Sorbonne,  and  its  Encomium,  306.  the 
Faction  of  the  Leaguers  prevails  there  up- 
on  the  good  Doctor  s^o*]jt  makes  a  naughty 
Decree    againfi    Kings,   508.  makes    one 
wherein  *tis  declard,  That  all  People  are 
freed  from  the  Oath  of  Allegiance ,  which 
they  made  to  Henry  III.  432,433,80;. 
the  incredible    mifchiefs    of    this    curfed 
Decree ,  433,  434?  &c.     makes  another, 
where  it  declares.   That  the  King  ought  not 
to  be  prafd  for  at  the  Mafi,  496,  497.  its 
Decree  againfi  Henry  de  Bourbon,  766, 
767,  &C.  another  Decree  againfi  him  du- 
ring the  Siege  of  Paris,  805.  the  pernicious 
Sequels  of  this  Decree,  806,  807,  &C.  de- 
clares all  the  Decrees  it  had  made  during 
the  League  to  be  null.  944, 945 
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TRaity  of  the  Leagu  \  t  Peronne,  41, 
Pag.  43,8a;. 
Treaty  of  the  Duke  gf  Guife  with  Don  John 

d'Auitria.  I9>  20 

Treaty  of  the  Heads  cf  the  League  with  the 

King  erf  Spain.  ioij  102,  &c. 

The  Traity  of  Nemours  favourable  to  the 

Leaguers.  121,  122,  &c. 

The  Treaty  of  the  "Duke  of  Efpernon  with 

the  Army  of  the  Rey  ters.  296,  297,  &c. 
The  Treaty  betu>ee?i  the  King  and  the  Lords 

cf  the  League.  378,  379 

The  Treaty  betvseen  the  King7  and  the  King 

of  Navarre,  againft  the  Leagne.46 5,466 
The  Treaty  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne.  954, 


595,  Sec. 
r.  958, 


Treaty  of  the  Duke  ^Mercosur.  958,  959 

Lewis  cie  Txemouille  Head  of  the  League 
in  Tourain,  and  Poitou.  59, 60,147,148 

"Claude  de  Tremouille  becomes  Huguenot, 
and  why,  147,  148,  &c  feiz.es  of  the  Pcfi 
of  Coutras,  202,  &c.  his  Courage  and  his 
Valor  in  this  Battel  215,  &c. 

Charlotte  Catharine  de  la  Tremouille,  be- 
comes Huguenot,  and  efyoufes  the  Trince 
de  Conde.  147, 148,  &c. 

Henry  de  la  Tour  ,  Vicount  de  Turenne, 
joins  himfelfto  the  Marefcal  de  Damville, 
with  the  Party  of  the  Malecontents,  9.  his 
audacious  Anfwer  at  the  Conference  of  St. 
Brix,  165,  166,  &c.  he  brings  a  grand 
Reinforcement  to  the  King  ^Navarre,  1 97, 

198. 
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198.  he  combats  mofi  valiantly  at  the  Bat- 
tel of  Coutras,  2 1 6.  he  is  made  Mare  [cat 
of  France,  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  Sove- 
reign Prince  of  Sedan,  844,  845,  .&c:  he 
takes  Stenay  the  evening  before  his  mar- 
riage. Pag.  ib. 
V. 

LE  Sieur  de  Ville-Roy ^Secretary  of  State 
under  Henry  III.  584.  he  enters  into 
the  League  to  ferve  the  State,  759..  his 
Encomium,  ib.  the  good  counfel  he  gave 
to  M.  de  Mayenhe,  761,  76a,&e.  Hen- 
ry IV.  obliges  him  to  ft  ay  with  the  Duke  of 
May enne  in  Paris,  IB.  his  Conference  with 
Du  Pleffis-Mornay  about  the  Veace.  858, 

-.-..      i    .  859,860 

Vimory,  a   defcripti'on  of  the   Combat  that 
was  there  fought.         267,  268,  269,  &c. 

The  Sieur-  -de/Vins,  commanding  the  Light 
Horfe  of  the  Duke  of  Guile,  goes  to  make 
difcovery  of  the  Reyters  in  their  Quarters 
about  d'Auneau,  279.  commands  the  Light 
Horfe  at  the  Combat  ofAuneau,  282,286, 
287,  &c.  he  gives  advice  to  the  Duke  of 
Guile  not  to  trull  the-  King,  598,599,  &c. 
why  he  enters  into  the  Duke  ofGiii&s  Par- 
ty,and  how  he  is  made  Head,  of  the  League 
in  Provence.  462,  46  5,  &e. 

The  -Marquis  de  Vitry,  after  the  death  of 
Henry  III.  throws  hmfelf  into  the  Tarty 
cf  the  League,  754,  755.  he  was  the.'firfl 
of  a&  that  return yd  to  hts  obedience  ;after the 
converjim  of  the  King:  925$  956,  &c, 
'      "F  I'N  I  & 


